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1198198 

TO 

THOMAS  WILLIAM  CHESTEE  MASTER,   ESQ. 

Of  Knolc  Park  in  Almonthhurij ,  and  of  The  Ahhctj,  Cirencester. 


My  dear  Sir, 

In  collecting  materials  for  the  history  of  the  Chesters  of 
Chicheley  I  accumulated,  almost  without  intention,  a  mass  of  notes 
concerning  the  other  families  of  Chester ;  and  I  have  now  put  together 
for  your  acceptance  what  I  have  found  about  your  ancestors,  the  Chesters 
of  Gloucestershire. 

It  was  firmly  believed  in  both  our  families  a  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago  that  they  sprung  from  a  common  ancestor,  in  the  person  of  Robert 
Chester,  who  founded  a  chantry  at  Stow-on-the-Wold  in  1445  ;  and  this 
tradition  had  so  much  weight  with  your  relation  and  predecessoi',  Mr. 
Chester  of  Knole,  Avho  was  for  nearly  thirty  years  the  respected  M.P, 
for  Gloucestershire,  that  when  he  married  in  1736,  he  went  out  of  his 
way  to  have  his  marriage  celebrated  at  Mercers'  Chapel  by  Mr.  Anthony 
Chester,  who  was  afterwards  the  ninth  Baronet  of  Chicheley.  I  am 
afraid,  however,  that  the  story  of  our  common  descent  is  one  of  those 
family  traditions  which  will  not  bear  the  test  of  historical  criticism;  for 
it  is  certain  that  the  two  families  were  distinct  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI., 
and  there  is  no  proof  whatever  of  their  common  origin. 

The  genealogy  of  the  Astry  family,  whose  Arms  are  quartered  by 
the  heirs  of  the  Chesters  of  Knole,  has  cost  more  labour  and  time  than 
I  had  anticipated ;  but  the  descent  of  your  ancestor.  Sir  Samuel  xistry 
of  Henbury,  from  Sir  Ralph  Astry,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  1493,  had  still 
to  be  proved,  and  the  connexion  between  the  different  branches  of  Sir 
Ralph's  descendants  has  now  for  the  first  time  been  worked  out  in  detail. 


IV  DEDICATORY  EPISTLE. 

My  Memoir  would  have  been  less  imperfect,  if  my  researches  had 
not  been  interrupted  twelve  years  ago  by  my  deplorable  illness; 
but  an  invalid  imprisoned  to  his  room  must  often  be  contented  to 
indicate  fresh  sources  of  information,  which  he  can  never  hope  to 
explore.  You  may  rely,  howevei',  on  the  accuracy  of  my  Notes,  so 
far  as  they  go ;  for  nothing  has  been  admitted  into  the  text  except 
upon  sufficient  evidence,  and  every  statement  is  vouched  by  reference 
to  my  authority.  The  proofs  are  collected  in  an  Appendix,  and  are 
referred  to  by  numbers  in  brackets;  but  I  have  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  encumber  my  text  by  continual  references  to  the  printed 
histories  of  Bristol  and  Gloucestershire. 

A  book  of  this  kind  could  scarcely  be  com])iIed  without  local  assist- 
ance ;  and  I  gratefully  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  those  who  have 
been  good  enough  to  supply  me  with  information. 

The  early  registers  of  St.  John's  and  St.  James's  parishes  at  Bristol 
were  examined  for  me  by  Mr.  Henry  Sidney  Wasbrough,  who  has 
spared  neither  time  nor  trouble  in  making  searches  on  my  behalf 
in  the  archives  of  the  Corporation ;  whilst  Mr.  F.  Grigson  transcribed 
for  me  from  his  Collection  of  Extracts  from  Bristol  registers  all  the 
entries  in  which  the  name  of  Chester  occurs.  Mr.  W.  D.  Sweeting 
searched  the  Registry  at  Peterborough  for  Wills  of  the  Astry  family 
from  1615  to  1660;  and  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stephen  Tucker,  Somerset 
Herald,  for  copies  of  the  pedigrees  of  Astry  recorded  in  the  College  of 
Arms,  as  well  as  for  some  valuable  hints  on  the  subject  of  your  Arms 
and  Quarterings.  Most  of  the  Astry  Wills  were  transcribed  under  my 
direction  by  Miss  Horatia  Gatty ;  and  I  have  to  thank  her  brother.  Rouge 
Dragon,  for  the  Will  of  Dr.  Francis  Astry,  which  is  of  too  recent  a  date 
to  be  copied  in  the  Public  Searchroom.  Miss  Emily  Holt  was  generous 
enough  to  impose  on  herself  the  task  of  examining  the  inquests  post 
mortem  at  the  Record  Office,  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  personal  comfort ; 
and  the  Index,  which  adds  so  materially  to  the  value  of  a  book  of  refer- 
ence, was  undertaken  as  a  labour  of  love  by  Mr.  Thomas  Mason,  the 
Senior  Assistant-Librarian  of  the  Mitchell  Library,  Glasgow. 


DEDICATORY  EPISTLE.  V 

It  will  be  seen,  too,  from  my  frequent  references  to  their  genealogical 
collections,  how  often  my  friends  Colonel  J.  L.  Chester,  the  accomplished 
editor  of  the  Registers  of  Westminster  Abbeij,  and  Mr.  G.  E.  Cokayne, 
Lancaster  Herald,  have  permitted  me  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  labour 
and  research. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  very  faithful  Servant, 

Edmond  Chester  Waters. 

G  Howick  Place,  Westminster, 
December  1880. 
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GENEALOGICAL  NOTES 


OF  THK  FAMILIES  OF 


CHESTER  OF  BRISTOL,  BARTON  REGIS, 
AND  ALMONDSBURY. 


CH/VPTER  T. 

The  four  distinct  Families  of  Chester  and  their  Arms. 

The  Heralds'  Visitations  record  four  distinct  families  of  the  name  of  Chester, 
who  bore  different  arms,  and  were  in  no  way  related  to  each  other. 

1.  The  Chesters  of  Chicheley  in  Buckinghamshire  sprung  from  Robert  Chester, 
who  had  a  license  from  King  Henry  A^I.  in  1445  to  found  a  chantry  in  the  Church 
of  St.  Edward,  at  Stow  in  Cotswold.  (i)  His  son,  William  Chester  of  London, 
had  a  coat  of  arms  granted  to  him  on  22d  May  1467 
by  William  Hawkslow,  Clarencieux,  viz.  Parly  per 
pate  Argent  and  Sable,  a  chevron  engrailed  between 
three  rams  heads  erased  attired  Or,  all  counterchanged, 
ivithin  a  bordure  engrailed  bezanty ;  which  was 
allowed  to  his  grantlsun,  Sir  William  Chester,  at  the 
Visitation  of  London  in  1508.  Sir  AVilliam  is 
honourably  remembered  in  history  for  his  courtesy 
and  humanity  to  the  Protestant  martyrs  who  were 
burned  in  Smithficld  in  1554,  when  he  was  one  of 
the  Sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlesex.  He  was 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  15  GO,  and  M.P.  for  the 
City  in  the  second  Parliament  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
His  eldest  son,  William  Chester,  was  Constable  of 


:nESTEE  OF  cnienELEY. 


THE  FOUR  DISTINCT  FAMILIES  OF  CHESTER. 


CHESTEE  OF  BRISTOL. 


UEETFORDSHIRE. 


X-;::; 

/ 

^ 

^       / 

CHESTER  OF  LEIGH. 


Wisbech  Castle,  and  married  Judith  Cave,  the 
lieiress  of  Chicheley,  which  was  thenceforth  the  seat 
Df  his  descendants.  Their  son  and  lieir.  Sir  Anthony- 
Chester,  was  created  a  baronet  by  James  I.  on  23d 
ISIarch  1(319-20,  soon  after  the  institution  of  the 
Order,  and  the  title  became  extinct  in  1769,  on  the 
death  of  the  ninth  baronet,  (i) 

2.  The  Chesters  of  Bristol,  Barton  Regis,  and 
Almondsbury  in  Gloucestershire  were  all  descended 
from  Henry  Chester,  merchant  of  Bristol,  who  died 
Sheriff  of  that  city  in  1470.  They  all  bore  the  coat 
of  Gules  a  lion  passant  Ermine,  between  three  hawks 
lures  Argent;  and  I  have  attempted  in  these  memoirs 
to  recover  their  history. 

3.  The  Chesters  of  Hertfordshire  were  descended 
from  Sir  Robert  Chester  Kt.,  a  gentleman  of  the 
Privy  Chamber  to  Henry  VIH.,  who  purchased  the 
manors  of  Royston  and  Cockenhatch  in  1540.  (2) 
It  has  been  asserted  that  these  Chesters  came  out  of 
Derbyshire,  where  they  had  lost  their  estates  in  the 
Wars  of  the  Roses ;  (2)  but  it  is  clear  from  the  public 
records,  that  no  family  of  note  of  this  name  ever 
existed  in  Derbyshire;  and  there  are  many  indica- 
tions that  Sir  Robert  was  a  native  of  Hertfordshire, 
and  that  his  family  had  long  been  tenants  and  tlepen- 
dents  of  the  great  Abbey  of  St.  Alban's.  William 
Chester  of  Chipping-Barnet,  who  was  nearly  related 
to  Sir  Robert  of  Royston,  and  bore  the  same  arms, 
was  the  ancestor  of  the  Chesters  of  Blaby  in  Leices- 
tershire. (3)  His  great-grandson,  Leonard  Chester 
of  Blaby,  emigrated  to  New  England  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.,  and  founded  a  family  at  Wethersfield  in 
Connecticut.  (4)  All  these  families  bore  Ermine,  on 
a  chief  sable  a  (jr[ fin  passant  Argent.  (5) 

4.  The  Chesters  of  Leigh  in  Essex  were  founded 
by  Richard  Chester,  a  native  of  Hartlepool  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  who  was  Master  of  the  Trinity 
House  in  Kilo,  and  made  his  fortune  as  a  mariner.  (6) 
He  died  in  1032,  and  his  effigy  in  brass  is  still  to  be 
seen  in  the  Chancel  of  Leigh  Church.      His  son, 


THE  FOUR  DISTINCT  FAMILIES  OF  CHESTER.  O 

Robert  Chester  of  Wickford,  near  Leigh,  entered  his  pedigree  at  the  Visitation  of 
Essex  in  1634,  and  obtained  a  grant  of  the  following  coat  of  arms  in  February 
1639  from  Sir  John  Borough,  Garter:  Or  on  a  fess  Gules  three  cutlasses  Argent 
pommelled  Or.  (7)  But  this  family  qf  Chester  was  of  brief  duration,  for  the  male 
line  failed  in  1049, 


EFFIOT  OF  RICHARD  CHESTER,  MARINER,  ONE  OF  THE  ELDER  BRETHREN  OF  THE  TRINITY  HOUSE  AND  MASTER 

OF  THAI  SOCIETY  IN  1615  ;  DIED  5  APRIL  1632.     {From  a  brass  in  Leigh  Church.) 

All  these  four  families  have  long  been  extinct  in  the  male  line  except  the  Ches- 
ters  of  Hertfordshire,  and  they  only  survive  in  a  younger  branch  ;  which  was  lately 
represented  by  Sir  Robert  Chester  Kt.  of  Bush  Hall,  near  Ilatficki,  the  Muster  of 
the  Ceremonies  to  her  Majesty  the  Queen. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

The  Chesters  of  Bristol  and  Roclford. 

Henry  Chester,  merchant  of  Bristol,  was  one  of  the  bailiffs  of  that  city  in 
1456,  when  Queen  Margaret  of  Aiijou  visited  Bristol  in  royal  state,  and  was  enter- 
tained by  the  corporation,  (8)  The  mayor  of  that  year  was  William  Canning,  the 
munificent  founder  of  St.  Mary  Eedcliffe's  church,  and  the  hero  of  the  Eowley 
poems.  Chester  was  Sheriff  of  Bristol  in  1470,  and  died  in  the  year  of  his 
shrievalty. 

It  is  gravely  asserted  in  the  Baronetages  that  Henry  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Eobert  Chester  of  Stow  in  Cotswold,  the  ancestor  of  the  Chesters  of  Chicheley ; 
but  this  tradition  was  unknown  to  the  older  Heralds,  and  is  not  supported  by  a 
particle  of  evidence.  Henry's  descendants  never  pretended  any  claim  to  the  arms 
which  were  granted  in  1407  to  Robert  Chester's  son,  William  Chester  of  London, 
and  the  numerous  wills  of  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  show  no  trace  of 
any  connexion  or  even  acquaintance  between  the  two  families.  It  is  certain  there- 
fore that  if  the  Chesters  of  Stow  St.  Edward  and  Bristol  really  sprung  from  a 
common  ancestor,  he  must  be  looked  for  at  a  much  earlier  period  than  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI.  A  still  more  improbable  story  is  told  in  Rudder's  History  of  Gloucester- 
shire, where  it  is  alleged  that  Henry's  grandson,  William  Chester,  the  father  of  the 
purchaser  of  Almondsbury,  was  a  cadet  of  the  Chesters  of  Royston,  and  had  been 
Master  of  the  Horse  to  the  unfortunate  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  was  beheaded 
in  1522.  But  William's  parentage  and  career  are  ascertained  beyond  all  doubt, 
and  his  connexion  with  Sir  Robert  Chester  of  Royston  is  disproved  by  the  silence 
of  the  family  Wills  and  the  diflPerence  of  their  Arms. 

Henry  Chester  died  on  14th  Feb.  1470-1471,  and  was  buried  near  his  pew 
before  the  great  crucifix  in  the  nave  of  All  Saints'  Church,  Bristol.  His  social 
standing  amongst  the  leading  merchants  of  his  time  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the 
witnesses  who  attested  his  Will. 


In  Dei  nomine,  Amen.  Tertio  die  mcusis  Februarij  anno  Dni.  millimo  CCCCLXX"". 
Ego  Henricus  Chestyr  de  Bristoll  mercator,  compos  mentis  et  sanfc  memoria;  condo  testa- 
mentum  meum  in  hunc  modum. 

Imprimis,  do  et  lego  animam  meam  Deo  omnipotenti  beatse  Ma::55  matri  suffi  et  Sanctis 
omnibus;  corpusque  meum  sepeliendum  in  ecclesia  Omnium  Sanctorum  in  Brystoll  in  medio 
navis  ecclesite  prope  meam  sedem  coram  summa  cruce.  Item,  lego  predictre  ecclesiie  pro 
decimis  meis  oblitis  \]s.  viiji?.  Item,  lego  matri  ecclesia}  Vigorniensi  ijs.  Item,  volo  nt  unus 
jdoueiis  capcllanus  ad  celcbrandum  iieciiou  ad  orandiim  specialiter  pro  anima  mea  et  animabus 
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Arms. — Gules  a  lion  passant  Ermine,  between  three 
hawks'  lures  Argent. 

Registers  not  specified  are  from  St.  James's,  Bristol ;  *  from 
Chi-ist  Church,  Bristol ;  t  from  St.  Stephen's,  Bristol. 

=2  wife,  Alice ;  esecu- 


rife,=j=Henry  Chester,  Merchant  of  1 


(Icail 
1150. 


tol ;  BaUiff  of  Bristol  1 156  ;  Sheriff 
1470  ;  died  11  Feb.  1-170-1 ;  buried 
at  All  Saints,  Bristol.     WUl  1470. 


trixl471;  died  widow 
16  Dec.  1485.  WiU 
1485. 


John  Chester,  Merchantof=i=Anne,  John  Chester, 


mar.  with     Bristol ;    Bailiff  of  Bristol 


a  dau. 
Mai-garet 
ia  1485. 


1476;  Sheriff  1487;  lUed 
1489  ;  bur.  at  All  Saints, 
Bristol.     Will  1188. 


widow  &      a  Monk ;  Prior 
execu-         of     Barlynch 
trixl489.     1485  ;  died  22 
Sept.  1488. 


.  Anne,  dau.  of=f=\Yilliam  Chester,  Merchant  of  Bristol;  Sheriff=2      w.      Mawde  ;= 
[Maurice   Large,     of  Bristol  1522  ;   Mayor  1537  and  1552 ;  M.P.     died  widow,  Feb. 
of  Waller's  Coui-t,     1555  for  Bristol ;   pui-chased  the  Rodford  estate     15G4-5  ;    bur.    at 
in  Westerleigh,  and  the  Black  Friars,  Bristol ;     St.  Thomas,  Bris- 
died  4  Sept.  1558  ;   bur.  at  St.  James,  Bristol,     tol.    WiU  1564. 
Wm  1558.     {luq.  p.m.  29  Dec.  2  EUz.) 


CO.  Glouc,  or  of 
JohnWare,  Mayor 
of  Bristol  1523] . 


=1  h.  William 
Pykes,  Mayor  of 
Bristol  i548 ; 
died  1551 ;  bur. 
at  St.  Thomas, 
Bristol. 


James  Chester,= 
sou  and  heii-,  of 
Rodford ;  Mer- 
chant of  Bristol ; 
died  10  AprU 
1560  ;  bur.  at  St. 
James,  Bristol. 
WiU  1560.  (luq. 
p.m.  27  Sept.  3 
EUz.) 


WiUiam  Chester, 
2d  son;  \^Tiite- 
tawer  of  Bristol ; 
died  1573.  An- 
cestor of  the  Ckes- 
ters  of  Barton 
liegis  and  Lon- 
don. 

Pedigkee  II. 
{at  pp.  24-25.) 

=Mary,  dau.  of 
John  Smyth, 
Mayor  of  Bristol 
1547  ;  extrix. 
1560  ;  re-mar. 
at  St.  Ste- 
phen, Bristol, 
8  Sept.  1560, 
George  Hig- 
gins  of  Bristol. 


Thomas  Chester, 
3d  son ;  Alder- 
man of  Bristol ; 
pui'chased  the 
manors  of  Al- 
mondsbury.  An- 
cestor of  the  Chcs- 
ters  of  Knole. 

As 

Pedigeee  III. 
{at  pp.  40-41.) 


Mary  Chester ; 
marr.  John  Ro- 
berts, Mayor  of 
Bristol  1578 ; 
purchaser  of 
the  manor  of 
Westerleigh, 
CO.  Glouc. 


Domiuick  Chester,^ 
4th  son;  of  the  Black 
Friars, Bristol;  She- 
riff of  Bristol  1567 ; 
M.P.  for  Minchead 
1572 ;  died  July 
1575.  Administra- 
tion granted  to  ne- 
phewEdward  8  Sept. 
1575. 


=Mary; 
bur. 
at  St. 
Ste- 
phen's 
Bris- 
tol, 23 
AprU 
1572. 


I.John ;bapt.25Dec.  S.GUegChes-  6.  ArthurChes-  Alice,    1588; 

1557;'  died  infant,  ter,   brother  ter,  brotherand  bapt.  6March 

2.  Dominick;   bapt.  and  heir ;  ap-  heii- ;    bapt.  24  1561-2.* 
19  March  1559-60;*  prenticed  in  Aug.  1563  ;    of  Mary,    1582; 
died  infant.  London,  the           Black  bapt.  14  Nov. 

3.  Charles  Chester,  Feb.  1584-5;  Friars, Bristol;  1567.t 
son   and  heir  1575  ;  died      uum.  diedunm. ;  bur.  Anne,    1582. 
died  a  minor.  Mav  1588.  at      Almonds-  Pi-iscilla, 

4.  Edward,  1582,  Will  1588.  bury,  17  June  1575;  bnpt. 
brother  and  heir;  1603.  12  0ct.l571.t 
died  a  minor. 


Edward  Chester,  son  and  heir,  of=i=Bridget  Slocombe  ;   admix, 


Rodford;  Merchant  of  Bristol; 
luai'.  at  St.  Nicholas,  25  Juno 
1570 ;  died  12  Feb.  1580-1 ;  bur.  14 


Feb.  1580-1  ; 
St.  Stephen,  25  Feb.  15.'^6-7, 
Thomas  Holcomle  of  Bris- 


Thomas,  1560 ; 
bur.  17  May 
1564. 


Feb.  (Inq.  p.m.  26 Sept.  2  James  I.)  |  tol. 


Elizabeth ;  mar. 
6  Sept.  1568, 
Rowland  WU- 
liams  of  Bristol. 


James  Chester,  son  and  heir ; 
born  and  bapt.  12  Sept.  1573  ; 
inherited  the  Black  Friars  in 
1603  from  Arthur  Chester, 
son  of  Domiuick. 


Robert ;    bapt. 
21      Feb. 
1574-5.t 


Mary ;  bapt.  9 
March  1570 -l;t 
mar.  3  May  1591, 
WiUiam  Brown 
of  Bristol. 


EUzabeth ;  bapt. 
5  Nov.  1576  ;t 
mar.16Dec.1593, 
Thomas  Jewell 
of  Bristol. t 


Bridget ;  bapt. 
29  Nov.  1577.t 
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pro  quibus  teneor,  iu  ecclesia  preclicta  ordinetur  secuudiim  voluntatem  et  dispositioucm  Alicire 

me£e  uxoris. 

Residuum  vero  bouorum  meorum  nou  legatorum  post  debita  mea  soluta  et  liujus  testamenti 

completionem  do  et  lego  predictie  Alicire,  ut  ipsa  iude  ordiuet  et  disponat  pro  solute  auLmas  mess 

prout  ei  videbetur  meHus  faciendum  Deo  placere,  et  animai  msiB  proficere.     Et  eandem  Aliciam 

ordino  facio  et  confirmo  meam  exeoutricem. 

In  cujus  rei  testamonimn  liuic  prmsenti  testamento  meo  sigiUum  meum  apposui, 

His  testibus  Thomas  Keynsliam'^  Majore  villfe  prediotfe,  Nicola  Waiyng  gentilman,  et  Thoma 

Eowleyf  mercatore,  Roberto  Bolton.J  Willielmo  Rowley. § 

Probatum  apud  Lamehith  seoundo  die  mensis  Martii  anno  Dni.  supra  dicto  [2  Marcli  1470-1] 
et  commissa  fuit  administratio  bonorum  Alicite  relicts  dioti  defuncti  et  executrici,  iu  persona 
Jobannis  Jevau  procuratoris,  etc.     [1  Wattys  in  C'.P.C] 

Henry  Chester  left  a  widow  Alice,  and  three  children,  viz. 

I.  John  ClffiSTER,  merchant  of  Bristol,  of  whom  hereinafter. 

II.  John  Chester,  was  a  Eeligious,  and  was  elected  in  1485  Prior  of  Barhnch 
in  Somersetshire,  a  house  of  Austin  Canons.     He  died  22d  Sept.  1488.  (9) 

HI.  Joan  Chester  is  mentioned  with  her  daughter  Margaret  in  Alice  Ches- 
ter's Will,  and  was  (I  presume)  Henry's  daughter  by  a  former  wife. 

Henry's  widow,  Alice  Chester,  founded  a  chantry  in  All  Saints"  Church,  in  which 
mass  was  to  be  daily  celebrated  for  ever  for  the  repose  of  the  soul  of  her  late  husband, 
Henry  Chester,  and  for  the  salvation  of  herself,  the  said  Alice,  and  of  their 
children.  (8)  She  survived  him  above  fifteen  years,  and  died  on  16th  Dec.  1485, 
when  she  was  buried  near  him  in  All  Saints'  Church. 

Alice  Cuesiee,  widow  of  Heney  Chestee,  late  of  Beistol,  mehchaxt,  deceased. 

Will  (Latin)  dated  lOtb  Dec.  1-485. 

To  be  buried  in  All  Saints'  Church,  Bristol,  near  my  late  husband.  To  the  mother  church 
of  Worcester  iijs.  ivrf.  To  John  Thomas, [|  vicar  of  All  Saints,  a  bell-cup  of  silver  gilt.  To  my 
son,  Master  John  Chester,  canon  and  prior  of  Barlynch,  lOOL,  and  a  basin  and  ewer  of  silver, 
parcel-gilt. 

Wax  torches  to  be  given  to  each  of  the  following  churches  in  Bristol,  viz.  the  churches  of  All 
Saints,  St.  Werberg,  St.  Owen,  St.  Catherine  Temple,  St.  Nicholas  Crypt,  St.  Michael,  St. 
John  Baptist,  and  St.  Philip  and  St.  Jacob ;  and  vj/.  to  be  expended  in  masses  for  my  soul  and 
the  souls  of  my  husband,  Henry  Chester,  and  of  my  kinsfolk. 

To  my  son,  John  Chester,  merchant,  a  tenement  in  Wyucli-street,  Bristol,  whicli  was  bought 
by  my  late  husband  from  Wilham  Nicholas  of  Bristol,  '  halyer.'  To  John  Baynton  a  cup  silver- 
gilt.  To  Joan  Chester,  daughter  of  my  said  husband,  a  furred  gown  and  an  annual  rent  of 
xiiJA".  iv^Z.,  and  to  her  daughter  Margaret  a  towel  of  twilly.  To  Margaret  Rowley  a  girdle.  To 
Frediswide  Delamer  a  girdle,  towels,  and  napldus.  To  my  sister,  Edith  Wolft',  a  girdle.  The 
residue  to  my  said  son,  John  Chester,  merchant  of  Bristol,  whom  I  make  my  executor. 

*  Thomas  Keynshavi  was  BaiUflf  of  Bristol  in  1453,  Sheriff  iu  14G0,  and  Mayor  in  1170.  (S) 

t  Thomas  Rowley,  Bailiff  of  Bristol  in  1466  pnd  Sheriff  in  1475,  died  23d  Jan.  1478  il.  He  and 
his  wife  Margaret  have  their  effigies  in  brass  in  St.  John's  Church,  Bristol.  (8) 

;  iJo6«)-(  iJo/ton  was  BaUiff  of  Bristoliu  1455.  (8) 

§  William  A'ou-^f!/ was  BaUiff  of  Bristol  in  1474,  and  was  bm-ied  in  1479  in  the  Church  of  Notre 
Dame  at  Dam  in  Flanders.  (8) 

11  John  Thomas  was  Vicar  of  AH  Saints  in  1484,  when  the  roof  of  the  choh-  was  ceiled.  (8) 
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Witnesses :  John  Esterfield,-  Richard  Sherman,f  merchauts  of  Bristol ;  William  Saixe, 
notary  public  ;  John  Stevyns.f  and  others. 

Will  proved  in  C.P.C.  by  John  Chester  the  sou,  Oth  Feb.  1-if^.J-G.     [14,  Logge.] 

II. 

John  Chester,  the  eldest  son  of  Henry  and  Alice,  was,  like  his  father,  a 
merchant  of  Bristol,  and  a  resident  in  All  Saints'  parish.  He  was  Bailiff  of  liis 
native  city  in  147(5  and  Sheriff  in  1487 ;  but  he  did  not  live  to  bo  Mayor,  for  he 
died  a  young  man  early  in  1489,  leaving  an  infant  son,  WlLLlAM,  and  was  buried 
with  his  fiither  and  mother  in  All  Saints'  Church. 

Ilis  wife  Anne  was  the  executrix  of  his  Will,  and  the  overseers  were  his  mother's 
friends,  John  Thomas,  the  vicar  of  All  Saints,  and  John  Easterfield,*  who  was  then 
M.P.  for  Bristol,  and  had  been  Mayor  in  the  year  when  Chester  was  Sheriff. 

In  Dei  nomine,  Amen.  Vicesimo  secundo  die  mensis  Decembris  anno  Dni.  millesimo 
cccolxxxviij.  [;Z2d  Dec.  1486].  Ego  Johes.  Chester,  siercator  vilue  Bbistoi.li.e,  compos 
mentis  et  sanse  memorias,  condo  testameutum  meum  in  hunc  modiim. 

In  primis,  do  et  lego  animam  meam  deo  omnipotente  beatte  Mariag  et  omnibus  Sanctis  ejus, 
corpusque  meum  sepeliendum  in  ecclesia  parochiaU  omnium  Sanctorum  ejusdem  viUiB  juxta 
sepulturam  pasentum  meorum. 

Item,  lego  Johanni  Thomas  vicario  ejusdem  ecolesiaj  pro  decimis  meis  oblitis  optimam  togam 
dc  violet  atque  penulatam  ciun  ffoynys,§  et  viginti  solidos  sterling.  Item,  lego  matri  ecclesia; 
VigorniiE  iijs.  iiijrf. 

Residuum  vero  omnium  bonorom  meorum  non  legatorum,  funeraUbus  expensis  deductis,  et 
debitis  meis  persolutis,  do  Ami»  uxori  mea;,  ut  ea  ipsa  habeat  et  gaudeat  ad  suum  proprium 
usum  et  proficuum.  Et  eamdem  Aunam  ordino  faoio  et  constituo  hiijus  testament!  mei  et 
ultimoQ  meaj  voluntatis  meam  exeoutricem,  et  Johannem  Esterfeld,  mercatorem,  Johannem 
Thomas  preedictum,  supervisores. 

His  testibiis,  Hemico  Weston  seniore  de  Bristoll,  gentleman,  Johanue  Suigge,'|  Tlioma 
Baker,  mercatore,  et  multis  aliis.     Datum  die  et  anno  suprascriptis. 

Probatuni  apud  Lamehith  -^dceshuo  sexto  die  mensis  Maij  anno  Dni  mUlmo.  ccccLXXxviiij'" 
[■2Gth  May  148!)]  per  Michaelcm  Trappes  procuratorem  Anna;  ReUcta;  et  excciitricis,  etc. 

John  Chester's  widow  was  young  and  well  provided  for,  and  probably  soon 
married  again ;  for  she  disappears  from  view  after  proving  her  husband's  will. 

•  John  Easterfield  was  Sheriff  of  Bristol  in  1482,  and  was  Blayor  in  1487,  when  John  Chester,  Iho 
eon  of  the  testatrix,  was  Sheriff.     He  was  M.P.  for  Bristol  iu  the  firet  two  Parhamcuts  of  Henry  VII., 
uud  was  Mayor  for  the  second  time  in  1494.     He  died  18th  Feb.  1507-8,  aud  was  bm-ied  -with  his  three 
wives,  Alice,  Scholastica,  and  Maud,  in  the  Church  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  Bristol.  (S) 
t  Richard  Sherman  was  Sheriff  of  Bristol  in  1485. 

J  John  Stevens  was  BaiUff  of  Bristol  in  1470,  when  Henry  Chester  was  Sheriff.  He  was  Sheriff  in 
1483,  and  Mayor  in  1490.  (8) 

§  '  Fuyns'  was  a  fur  made  of  polecats'  skins,  which  was  formerly  much  used  for  lining  and  trimming 
gowus.     HaUiwell  nuotes  from  '  Piers  Ploughman  ;' 

'  And  yet  under  that  cope 
A  cote  hath  he  furred 
With  fuyns,  or  with  fichewes 
Other  fyn  bevere.' 
The  fichewc  was  a  kiud  of  weasel. 

II  John  Sniinic  was  Sheriff  of  Bristol  in  148G,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  Su'  George  Suiggo  Kt., 
Recorder  of  Briatol,  who  died  oue  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  iu  1C17. 
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III. 

William  Chester,  tlie  only  son  of  John,  was  a  child  of  tender  years  when  his 
father  died  in  1489,  and  lived  to  become  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  considerable 
merchants  of  his  time.  He  was  Sheriff  of  Bristol  in  1522,  and  was  Mayor  in  1537, 
and  again  in  1552.  (8)  The  house  which  his  father  and  grandfather  had  occupied 
in  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  was  insufficient  for  the  require- 
ments of  his  greater  fortune,  and  he  removed  into  the  suburban  parish  of  St.  James, 
where  he  purchased  from  Sir  Miles  Partridge  five  houses  in  Broad  Mead,  on  the 
rising  ground  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Froome.~  He  converted  three  of  them  into 
a  spacious  dwelling-house  for  his  own  occupation,  and  his  garden  abutted  on  the 
precincts  of  the  Dominican  Convent  of  the  Black  Friars.  It  may  be  inferred  from 
the  Christian  name  of  his  youngest  son  that  he  and  his  wife  had  a  special  devotion 
for  the  Order  of  St.  Dominic  ;  but  this  did  not  prevent  him  from  purchasing  for  his 
own  use  the  site  of  the  Black  Friars  when  the  monastery  was  suppressed  by  the 
Crown.  The  premises  were  surrendered  into  the  King's  hands  in  1537,  and  were 
granted  to  Chester  in  1539.  (lo)  He  had  no  scruples  in  dealing  with  his  purchase ; 
for  he  degraded  the  cloister  of  the  monks  into  an  orchard,  in  which  he  kept  two 
cows  for  the  use  of  his  household,  and  he  built  a  bowling-alley  in  what  had  been  the 
Abbot's  garden.  The  rest  of  the  premises  were  set  aside  as  a  provision  for  his 
son  Dominick,  whose  name  seemed  to  give  him  a  sjiecial  interest  in  the  property. 
The  site,  however,  was  not  wholly  lost  to  piety  and  religion,  for  it  was  charged  by 
Chester's  will  with  an  annuity  for  ever  in  favour  of  the  Almshouse  for  six  poor 
people,  which  he  had  built  behind  his  house  on  St.  James's  back.  But  this  charitable 
provision  did  not  protect  his  successors  from  the  ill-luck  which  proverbially  attended 
the  owners  of  Church  lands,  and  the  inheritance  was  quickly  followed  by  the 
extinction  in  the  male  line  of  both  fiimilies,  to  which  it  descended.  The  Black  Friars 
was  only  one  of  many  purchases  of  houses  and  lands  in  the  city  and  suburbs  of 
Bristol  which  are  enumerated  in  Chester's  Will.  He  was  also  possessed  of  a  country 
house  called  Hayatt,  and  of  an  estate  called  Bedford,  in  the  parish  of  Westerleigh, 
nine  miles  out  of  Bristol,  which  he  purchased  from  Sir  Nicholas  Poyntz  of  Acton, 
at  the  same  time  that  his  son-in-law,  Alderman  Eoberts,  bought  the  manor  of 
Westerleigh.  He  gave  by  his  Will  Hayatt,  with  the  garden  and  fifteen  acres 
adjoining,  to  his  son  Thomas,  but  the  rest  of  his  estate  at  Kodford  was  devised  to 
his  eldest  son  James,  and  remained  with  his  descendants  for  several  generations. 

Chester  was  one  of  those  lukewarm  Catholics  who  had  no  scruple  in  making 
profit  out  of  the  lands  of  the  suppressed  monasteries,  but  had  no  liking  for  the  new 
Protestant  doctrines.  He  was  accordingly  denounced  in  1539  by  one  of  the  fanatical 
Reformers  as  '  that  double  knave  William  Chester^or  sometimes  he  is  ivith  us  and 
sometimes  ivith  the  knaves ;  hut  he  shall  he  a  long  knave  for  it,  and  his  wife  a  foolish 
drab,  for  she  is  the  enemy  of  God^s  tvord,  ( 1 1 )    Religious  feeling  ran  so  high  in  Bristol 
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at  this  period,  and  so  few  of  the  leading  merchants  were  free  from  fanaticism  on 
one  side  or  the  othei',  that  Chester's  want  of  zeal  gave  him  great  local  influence 
with  both  parties,  which  he  exerted  on  occasion  to  his  own  credit  and  the  advantage 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  The  changes  in  religion  which  followed  the  accession  of 
Edward  VI.  created  great  discontent  in  the  West  of  England ;  and  it  is  expressly 
recorded  that  the  disturbances  in  Bristol  in  May  1549  'were  for  the  most  part 
quenched  hjj  the  industry  of  Mr.  William  Chester,  ivho  took  great  'pains  likewise  to 
procure  pardon  for  the  unruly  citizens  that  icere  guilty  of  riot.''  (12)  He  thenceforth 
took  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs ;  for  he  was  for  the  second  time  Mayor  of 
Bristol  in  1552,  and  was  M.P.  for  his  native  city  in  the  second  parliament  of 
Philip  and  Mary,  which  met  at  Westminster  on  21st  Oct.  1555.  (13) 

He  married  two  wives.  His  first  wife  Anne  is  variously  described  as  the 
daughter  of  John  Ware,  Mayor  of  Bristol  in  1527,  (14)  and  of  Maurice  Large,  of 
Wallies  Court  in  Somersetshire.  (15)  But  whatever  was  her  parentage,  she  was  the 
mother  of  his  five  children,  and  was  still  living  in  1539.  (i  i)  Chester  was  advanced 
in  years  when  he  married  his  second  wife  Maud,  for  her  previous  husband  died  late 
in  1551.  She  was  the  well-jointured  widow  of  William  Pykes,*  sometime  Mayor 
of  Bristol,  and  her  eldest  son,  John  Pykes,  was  Chester's  brother-alderman.  She 
had  no  issue  by  her  second  husband,  but  enjoyed  his  full  confidence  and  affection. 

Chester  died  4th  Sept.  1558,  (16)  and  was  buried  in  St.  James's  Church, 
Bristol.  (20)  He  died  rich,  both  in  real  and  personal  estate,  and  his  Will  shows  the 
profusion  of  gold  and  silver  plate  in  which  great  merchants  of  that  period  dis- 
played their  wealth.  It  was  found,  at  the  inquest  held  after  his  death  on  29th 
Dec.  1559,  that  he  had  died  seised  of  the  Eodford  estate  in  Westerley,  and  that  his 
heir  was  his  son  James,  who  was  then  thirty  years  old  and  upwards.  (16) 

William  Chesteb  als.  Chestre,  aldekman  of  tue  cyttie  of  Brtstol. 

WiU  dated  2d  Sept.  1558. 

Sycke  in  body.    Impiimis,  I  bequeathe  my  soiilc  unto  God  and  my  body  unto  Cliiystyan  buryall. 

To  INIaude  my  wyffe  my  old  gold  that  she  hath  of  mync,  and  all  her  ovm  plate  and  jewels, 
and  all  manner  of  apparel  that  she  hath,  and  her  household  stuff  that  is  in  my  house  :  Also,  (JOO 
markes  in  money,  to  ho  paid  as  follows,  viz.  200  markes  within  two  months  after  my  depart3Tige, 
and  100  markes  at  St.  James'  tyde  next  after,  and  100  markes  at  Chrystmas  next  following, 
and  loo  markes  at  St.  James'  tyde  next,  and  100  markes  at  Chrystmas  next.  Also  to  my  said 
wjiTe  during  her  natural  lyffe  my  fyve  liouses,  viz.  that  I  now  dwell  in,  wliich  is  worth  fyve 
markes  a  yere,  and  two  houses  uppon  Scynt  James's  backe,  which  is  worth  fyve  markes  a  yere 
and  better :  Also  fyve  markes  to  be  payde  her  yerely  by  my  Sonne  Domynick  Chester  out  of  the 
lands  of  Black  Fryars  in  Brystol,  and  fyve  markes  more  yerely  to  be  paid  to  her  by  my  sonnes 
James  and  Thomas  Chester  out  of  my  lands  at  Westerley  in  Gloucesterslm-e :  Also  my  great 
orchyarde  at  the  Fryars  with  the  little  garden,  where  the  cloyster  there  was ;  also  the  use  of  tlie 
two  kyne  there  during  her  lyll'o,  and  after  her  decease  the  said  great  orchyarde  and  the  two  kyne 
arc  to  go  to  my  sonnc  James. 

To  my  sonnc  James  Chester  and  his  heirs  male  for  over  all  my  houses  and  lands  called 

•  William  Pylces,  Sheriff  of  Bristol  1532,  and  Mayor  1548,  gave  by  liis  will  in  1550  to  the  Chamber- 
lain of  Bristol  £50  for  repaii-ing  highways,  and  also  £20  '  towards  fetching  home  of  the  water  to  St. 
Thomas'  Pipe  ;'  also  £G  135.  id.  p.a.  to  Bm'ton'6  AlmBhouses  in  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas.  (8) 
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Soclford  in  the  parish  of  Westerley,  which  I  bought  of  Syr  Nicolas  Poiues,  as  it  apperyth  by  my 
evydeuce  of  the  same ;  Reserving  to  my  sonne  Thomas  Cliester  and  his  heirs  male  Hayatte  and 
the  grounds  about  the  house  witliin  the  hedge,  and  la  acres  adjoining. 

To  my  said  sonne  James  and  his  heirs  male  all  my  houses  and  lands  called  the  Black  Fryars 
at  Brystol,  reserving  a  lease  to  be  made  to  my  son  Domynick  and  his  heirs  male  of  the  same 
(except  the  Bowling  Alley  and  the  little  orchyarde,  which  I  give  to  my  sonne  James)  for  the 
teiTO  of  80  years  at  the  yearly  rent  of  10  sliilUngs  during  my  wife's  life,  but  after  Iier  death  my  son 
Domynick  is  to  pay  20  shillings  a  year  rent,  and  also  to  pay  six  pence  every  week  for  ever  to 
the  six  poor  people  in  the  Almshouse  wliich  is  upon  St.  James'  backe  ;  and  for  lack  of  payment 
the  Mayor's  Sergeant  may  distrain  on  my  house  to  whomsoever  it  appertaineth,  as  a  quit  rent 
due  nnto  them  of  the  said  Almshouse  for  ever.  The  six  poor  people  to  be  put  in  by  hym  that 
doth  enjoy  the  land  and  pay  them.  But  if  my  son  Domj'nick  dies,  and  his  heir  be  not  of  the  age 
of  20  years,  then  James  Chester  or  the  eldest  of  my  sons  then  living  shall  enjoy  the  houses  and 
lands  of  the  Black  Fryars,  and  shall  pay  and  keep  all  thmgs  according  to  my  will,  until  the  son 
and  heir  of  Domj'nick  be  of  the  age  of  20,  and  in  the  mean  time  shall  answer  and  pay  to  the 
cliylde  iU.  a  year,  or  else  to  hym  that  hath  the  chylde  in  keeping,  until  he  be  20  years  old.  The 
leases  to  be  made  more  formally  by  learned  counsayll,  according  to  myne  intent  and  meaning. 
To  my  said  son  James  and  his  heirs  male  the  lodge  and  two  gardens  at  IMychal  Hill,  beliind  the 
White  Fryars,  that  I  bought  of  ray  Lord  Hussey,  with  remainder  for  lack  of  his  heu-s  male  to 
the  eldest  of  blood  and  their  heirs  male,  with  remainder  to  the  next  of  kynne  or  blood,  being  of 
that  stock  or  name,  for  ever,  and  for  lack  of  heii-s  male  of  the  stock  or  name  (as  God  forbydde) 
to  remain  to  the  heir  (sic). 

To  my  son  William  Chester  and  his  heirs  male  my  three  houses  and  garden  that  I  dwell  in, 
and  two  houses  upon  St.  James'  backe  that  I  purchased  of  Sir  Myles  Partridge  Kt. ;  also  three 
houses  and  gardens  in  Iving  Street,  and  a  house  before  St.  Stephen's  chm-ch  door  that  I  bought 
of  my  Lord  Hussey,  with  all  the  di-apery,  hangyngs,  chestes,  coffers,  tabulles,  bedstedes  (that 
were  nyne),  fiu'nyces  and  vawtes,  with  other  small  things  that  are  necessary  to  the  oocupacyon, 
Eeserving  unto  my  said  wife  tlie  use  and  occupying  of  my  said  three  houses  wherein  I  dwell,  with 
the  gardens  and  premises,  during  her  natm-al  life. 

To  John  Eoberts  and  his  wife  my  daughter  Mary  the  lease  of  the  houses  and  gardens  in  St. 
Philip's  parish,  wliich  John  Barber  holdeth. 

To  my  said  son  James  tlii'ee  standyng  gylte  cuppes,  with  a  cover  gylte  wayenge  13  pounds 
and  15  ounces  and  a  half,  also  a  dozen  of  spoons  with  the  Apostles'  heads  wayenge  21  ounces, 
also  my  skarlott  gown  furred  with  foynes,  and  my  skarlctt  cloke  furred  with  grey  furrc.  To  his 
son  Edward  my  Ale  crewse,  and  to  his  sonne  Thomas  my  best  hoope  of  gold  and  a  chayne  of 
sylver  and  gylte. 

To  my  sou  Thomas  my  best  neaste  of  goblets  wayenge  a  hundred  and  some  ounces,  also  a 
little  hoope  of  gold,  also  a  skarlett  gown  lyned  with  damaske,  and  my  best  Pewke  gown.  To 
his  son  William  a  spyce  dyshe,  S3'lver  and  gylte,  wayenge  twelve  ounces. 

To  my  son  WllHam  my  three  best  Ale  cuppes  with  a  cover  gylte,  wayenge  40  ounces,  and  six 
spones  with  lyons  or  knoppes,  and  a  Salt  with  a  cover  parcell  gilte,  wayenge  17  ounces,  also  a 
spyce  dyshe  of  sylver  and  gylte  wayenge  12  ounces,  with  a  gold  rynge  and  one  of  my  best  gowns. 
And  to  his  son  William  a  goblett  of  gylte  wayenge  Ifl  ounces.  To  my  son  Domynick  a  standyng 
cupp  with  a  cover  parcell  gylte  wayenge  44  ounces,  and  a  Salt  witli  a  cover  parceU  gylte  wayenge 
11  ounces,  and  a  gold  rynge  witli  a  blew  salir,  and  one  of  my  best  gowns,  and  three  new  Ale 
Pottes  wayenge  40  ounces  and  odd. 

To  John  Koberts  and  his  W'ife  IMary  my  daughter,  my  two  best  gylte  Salts  with  a  cover 
wayenge  51  ounces,  and  a  demison  gj'rdle  of  her  mother's,  and  a  gold  rynge;  And  to  her  sonne 
John  Roberts  a  stantlyng  gylte  cupp  without  a  cover  wayenge  I'-i  ounces. 

To  the  poor  houseliolders  and  poor  people  I'lO  to  be  distributed  by  my  executors,  and  towards 
the  repa3Ting  of  the  hyghways  to  Westerley  40  shillings.  To  tlie  parish  church  of  St.  James  a 
chasuble  grene  velvett  and  a  cloth  of  Tyssue  :  and  to  the  parish  priest  there  fyve  shillings  and 
eight  pens. 
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The  residue  of  all  my  worldly  goods  to  my  sons  James  and  Tliomas  Chester,  whom  I  appoint 
my  executors,  and  they  are  to  distribute  a  part  of  my  household  stuff  between  my  children, 
according  to  theii-  will  and  pleasure.  Mr.  AYilliam  Pepwall,  ]\Iayor  of  the  Cyttie  of  Brystoll,  to 
be  overseer  of  my  wUl,  and  I  give  him  four  markes  towards  a  gowne  cloth,  and  a  gold  rynge. 
The  said  Mr.  Pepwall  and  iny  wife  INIaud  to  sett  in  order  aU  things  without  coutradicion  or 
varyanee. 

M'itnc'sses:  Mr.  William  Pepwall,  Maior  of  Brystoll;  Hugh  Jones,  priest  and  notary  pub- 
lique  ;  Mr.  William  Chester  the  younger. 

Will  proved  in  C.P.C.  by  James  and  Thomas  Chester,  8th  Nov.  1551),  before  Dr.  Walter 
Lyddall,  LL.D.,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  See  of  Canterbury.     [52  Cheyney.] 

;Ma\vcle  Chester,  the  widow  of  William,  survived  him  above  six  years,  and  died 
in  February  1564,  when  she  was  buried  with  her  first  husband  William  Pykes  in 
St.  Thomas's  Church,  Bristol.  (21)  She  became,  in  her  second  widowhood,  a 
zealous  Protestant,  but  the  last  year  of  her  life  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  her 
eldest  son  John  Pykes,  who  was  Mayor  of  Bristol  in  loCl,  and  died  shortly  before 
his  mother.  Considering  the  affection  and  liberality  di.splayed  to  her  by  her  second 
husband,  it  is  remarkable  that  his  children  should  be,  with  one  trifling  exception, 
so  completely  ignored  by  her  will.  Iler  only  surviving  son,  Walter  Pykes,  was 
Sheriff  of  Bristol,  with  her  stepson  Domlnick  Chester  in  1567,  and  was  Mayor  in 
1583.  (8) 

Mawdf.  CuESTEn,  wiDDOw.     Will  dated  (ith  Feb.  1503-i. 

Weak  in  body.  I 'give  and  bequethe  my  bodie  to  God,  which  he  of  his  fatherly  goodnes  gave 
unto  me  when  he  fashioned  this  my  bodie  in  my  mother's  wombe.'  To  be  '  ynterred  and  buried  in 
the  church  of  St.  Thomas  by  the  body  of  Mr.  William  Pykes,  sometime  my  dear  husband  in  the 
Lord,  with  such  funerall  order  and  obsequies  as  becometh  my  Christian  calling;  and  some 
learned  minister  and  preacher  to  be  provided  to  preach  there  and  then  God's  most  holy  woorde 
to  the  edyfying  and  instruction  of  Clayst's  members,  the  holy  and  Catholic  Church.' 

To  20  poor  men  and  20  poor  women  a  frieze  gown  to  each  of  tliem.  To  tlie  poor  of  Brystowe 
£20  at  my  burial,  or  witliin  a  month  of  it.  To  Johane  Bysse  the  younger  one  fetherbed  with  a 
flocke  bedd,  shettis,  coveiing  and  all  to  a  bedd  belonging ;  also  my  Sonihiie  salt  and  six  silver 
spoons,  the  icorhiivj  dak  spoons.  To  the  daughter  of  Jolm  Shepherd,  chaundler,  -10  sliillings; 
and  to  her  father  40  shillings  and  a  frieze  gown.  To  Maistress  Rowland*  my  sadd  colloured 
cassock  garded  with  velvet.  To  goodwife  Piyssly  a  mourning  cassock  and  10  shillings.  To 
Elinor  Ffrye  £'0  13s.  id.,  a  mourning  cassock,  and  a  great  panne.  To  Saul's  wife  of  Chfton  a 
mourning  cassock.  To  every  mayde  of  my  hous  a  frock  or  cassock,  '  as  they  like,'  of  my  fine 
frieze.  To  John  Long  and  John  Bysse's  mfe  a  mourning  cassock  each.  To  goodwife  Broadwane 
a  frock  or  cassock  and  20  shillings. 

To  William  Chester  the  hangyng  in  the  parlor  and  the  hall.  To  ]Mr.  Denys  a  spyce  dish. 
The  rest  of  my  goods  to  my  only  son  ^Yallcr  I'ykes  and  my  only  daughter  Cicely  Ilaggett,  widow, 
who  are  to  be  my  executors. 

Mf;MonANDU.M. — The  testatrix  after  making  her  Will  spake  these  woordes  on  the  lyke ;  viz. 
'I  give  unto  Mary  Wigmore  .£20,  of  the  I'lOO,  which  should  come  unto  her  by  the  Icgacie  of 
my  late  son  John  Pykes.' 

Witnesses:  Walter  Pykes,  Cicely  Haggett,  Kathcryn  Pykes,  ^^■iIliinn  and  F.llon,  Servauntcs 
to  the  above  Mrs.  Chester. 

Will  proved  in  C.P.C.  by  both  executors  3d  Nov.  1501.     [30  Stevenson.] 

•  The  wife  of  Thomas  Rowland,  merchant,  who  was  Sheriff  of  Bristol  in  1569,  when  Thomas  Chcetw, 
stepson  of  the  tcBtatrix,  was  Mayor. 
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William  Chester  had  issue  by  his  first  wife  five  children,  four  sons  and  a 
daughter,  \"iz. 

I.  James  Chester,  his  sou  and  heir. 

n.  William  Chester,  White-tawer,  of  Bristol,  ancestor  of  the  Chesters  of 
Barton  Kegis  and  of  London. 

III.  Thomas  Chester  of  Almondsbury,  the  ancestor  of  the  Chesters  of  Knole. 

IV.  Mary  Chester  married  in  her  father's  lifetime  John  Roberts,  who  v/as 
Sheriff  of  Bristol  in  1562  and  Mayor  in  1578.  He  was  the  second  son  of  John 
Roberts  of  Ashford  in  Shropshire,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  Johnson,  one 
of  the  Gentlemeu-at-Arms  to  Arthur  Prince  of  Wales.  (17),  His  eldest  brother 
Thomas  was  Collector  of  Customs  at  Bristol,  and  his  youngest  brother  Henry  was 
the  ancestor  of  Roberts  of  Sutton-Cheynell  in  Leicestershire.  (18)  He  bore  Party 
per  2')ale  Argent  and  Gules  a  lion  ramjmnt  Sable,  (ig)  Sind  entered  his  pedigree  at 
the  Visitation  of  Gloucestershire  in  1569,  when  he  had  five  children,  viz.  I.  JoHN, 
son  and  heir  apparent.  II.  Walter.  IH.  Thojias.  IV.  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
John  Scourvill.  V.  MART.  (17)  He  describes  himself  in  the  Visitation  as  'of 
Bristow,  and  of  Westerley  in  co.  Gloucester,'  for  he  had  purchased  from  Sir 
Nicholas  Poyntz  of  Acton  the  manor  of  Westerleigh  at  the  same  time  that  his 
father-in-law  bought  Rodford.  This  manor  remained  with  his  descendants  for 
several  generations,  and  was  the  seat  of  his  great-grandson  Thomas  Roberts,  Esq., 
who  died  there  26th  July  1673,  aged  49.  (14) 

V.  DoMiNiCK  Chester  was  born  and  baptized  before  the  change  of  religion  ; 
and  when  he  was  taken  as  a  child  to  hear  mass  in  the  neighbouring  church  of  his 
patron  saint,  he  little  thought  that  he  should  live  to  see  the  monks  dispersed,  and 
to  be  the  owner  of  their  desecrated  cloister.?.  He  evidently  owed  it  to  his  Christian 
name  that  his  father  gave  him,  to  the  exclusion  of  his  brothers,  a  lease  of  the  Black 
Friars  at  a  nominal  rent.  It  was  entailed  on  him  and  his  heirs  male  for  the  term 
of  89  years,  when  the  Will  directed  that  it  should  revert  to  the  head  of  the  family. 
Dominick  was  a  merchant  of  Bristol,  and  SheriflP  of  that  city  in  15G7.  He  pros- 
pered in  his  business,  and  was  elected  M.P.  for  Minehead  in  1572  5(13)  but  the 
curse  of  his  unlucky  inheritance  was  too  strong  for  him,  and  his  wife  Mary  died  in 
the  same  year,  leaving  eight  children  who  were  all  of  tender  age.  He  survived  her 
three  years  and  three  months,  and  died  in  Jixly  1575  of  the  plague,  which  was  then 
devastating  Bristol.  Dominick  made  no  Will,  and  letters  of  administration  were 
granted  on  8th  Sept.  1575  to  his  nephew  Edward  Chester,  who  succeeded  to  the 
management  of  the  Black  Friars  estate  during  the  minority  of  the  infant  heir  under 
the  provisions  of  their  grandfather's  Will,  which  created  the  entail. 

Dominick  had  i.ssue  by  his  wife  Mary,  who  was  buried  at  St.  Stephen's,  Bristol, 
23d  April  1572,  (26)  ten  children,  of  whom  the  two  eldest  died  in  infancy. 

1.  John  Chester  was  baptized  at  Christ's  Church,  Bristol,  on  25th  Dec. 
1557,  and  was  buried  there  on  11th  Feb.  following.  (23) 
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2.  DOMIXICK  Chester  was  baptized  at  Christ's  Church  (23)  on  19th  ISIarch 
1559-60,  and  died  in  childhood  before  his  father. 

3.  Charles  Chester,  surviving  son  and  heir,  made  the  voyage  to  India  and 
China  in  Martin  Frobisher's  expedition,  and  was  absent  from  England  when  his 
uncle  Thomas  Chester  of  Almondsbury  made  his  Will  in  1577.*  If  he  ever 
returned,  he  died  soon  afterwards  unmarried. 

4.  Ed\yard  Chester,  brother  and  heir  of  Charles,  is  mentioned  with  his 
brothers  Arthur  and  Giles  in  their  uncle  Thomas  Chester's  Will,  and  died  unmarried 
before  1588. 

5.  Alice  Chester  was  baptized  at  Christ's  Church  on  6th  March  1561-2,  and 
with  her  sisters  Maiy  and  Anne  had  legacies  of  100  marks  each  from  their  uncle 
Thomas.     She  was  still  unmarried  in  1588  when  her  brother  Giles  made  his  Will. 

6.  Arthur  Chester  was  baptized  at  Christ's  Church  on  21th  Aug.  1563, 
and  on  the  death  of  his  brother  Edward  succeeded  to  his  father's  leasehold  intex'est 
in  the  Black  Friars.  On  the  death  of  his  brother  Giles  in  1588  he  became  the  last 
survivor  of  his  family,  but  he  died  unmarried,  and  was  buried  at  Almondsbury  on 
17th  June  1603.  (41) 

7.  Giles  Chester  was  bound  apprentice  for  seven  years  in  Feb.  1581-5  to 
John  Warter  of  Watling-street,  Citizen  and  Merchant  Taylor  of  London  ;  when 
his  uncle  WiUiam  Chester  of  Bristol  was  bound  for  him  in  100^.  (19)  Giles  died 
unmarried  before  the  end  of  his  apprenticeship,  and  was  buried  in  London  at  St. 
^Mary's  Aldermary,  on  15th  May  1588.  (40) 

Giles  Cuester  (son  ok  Dominick  Chester  of  Bristol,  merchant,  deceased). 

Will  datctl  llth  May  1588. 

As  to  the  legacy  of  £40,  which  was  bequeathed  to  me  by  my  uncle  Thomas  Chester,  Aldennan 
of  Bristol,  and  is  still  unpaid,  I  desire  that  my  woU-beloved  Master  John  Warter,  Citizen  and 
Merchant  Taylor  of  Loudon,  shall  have  the  same  for  seven  years,  on  condition  that  he  then  pay 
£10  to  my  sister  Alice  Chester,  and  also  i'lO  to  my  cousin  .Tames  Chester  the  elder,  now 
servant  with  Mr.  Alderman  Starkye,  and  also  ^3  Os.  8d.  to  each  of  liis  own  daughters,  \iz. 
Marjory,  Jane,  and  Anne  AVarter.     The  said  John  Warter  to  be  my  solo  executor. 

WiU  proved  in  C.P.C.  1st  July  1588.     [50  Rutland.] 

8.  Mary  Chester.    9.  Anne  Chester. 

10.  Priscilla  Chester  was  baptized  at  St.  Stephen's,  Bristol,  12th  Oct. 
1571.  (26)     She  survived  her  father,  but  died  young  before  1577. 

IV. 

James  Chester,  the  son  and  heir  of  William  Chester,  Alderman  of  Bristol,  by 
his  first  wife,  was  found,  at  the  inquest  held  after  his  father's  death  to  be  thirty 
years  old  and  upwards,  (16)  but  he  must  have  been  considerably  older,  for  his  eldest 
son  was  born  in  1544.  (23)  He  inherited  a  good  estate,  for  his  father  devised  to 
him  houses  and  lands  in  Bristol,  besides  the  Kodford  estate  in  Westerleigh ;  but  he 
•  Sec  p.  32. 
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never  came  into  full  possession  of  his  inheritance,  for  his  stepmother  outlived  him. 
He  was  a  merchant  of  Bristol,  and  married  in  his  father's  lifetime  Mary,  daughter 
of  John  Smyth,"-  who  died  Mayor  of  Bristol  in  1554,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
Baronets  of  Long  Ashton  in  Somersetshire. 

James  survived  his  father  only  eighteen  months,  and  was  still  a  young  man, 
when  he  died  on  15th  April  15G0.  He  was  buried  at  St.  James's  Church,  Bristol, 
where  a  raised  tomb  against  the  wall  of  the  old  Priory  commemorates  him  and 
several  members  of  his  family.  (2o)  It  was  found,  at  the  inquest  held  after  his  death 
at  Cirencester  on  27th  Sept.  1560,  that  lie  died  seised  of  the  Eodford  estate,  and 
that  his  heir  was  his  son  Edward,  who  was  then  aged  16  and  upwards.  (23) 

James  Chester  oe  the  cittie  of  Bbystoll,  merchant. 

WiU  dated  8th  day  of  AprDle  15(i0. 

Sike  in  body,  '  ffirst,  I  wole  all  my  debts,  as  hit  shall  appere  in  the  latter  order  of  this  Will, 
that  I  Ibav  honestlye  where  with  all  to  be  hit  complete  and  payde,  desiring  God  to  give  me  the 
power  to  write  the  truth  and  uotliinge  but  the  truth,  for  everie  man's  concience  shall  judge  hym 
when  we  shall  appere  before  the  Lord  almightie  who  is  the  judge  of  all  men,  and  knoweth  the 
secretts  of  our  harts.  I  doe  make  Mary  my  wyef  executrix  yf  Mt  will  please  her  to  take  hit 
uppon  her  full  and  holy.' 

To  my  sonnes  Edward  and  Thomas  Chester  i'liO  each,  for  wluoh  'I  wole  there  sholde  be 
sowled  of  such  merchandise  as  I  have  at  the  discretion  of  my  overseers  unto  three  or  fewer 
honest  men  givinge  them  ij  yeres  daye  of  payment  at  an  honest  pryce,  and  they  at  the  end  of 
theire  yeres  to  bringe  theire  monney  unto  the  chamber  of  Bristowe,  according  to  their  lande, 
and  yt  is  the  mayor's  duty  so  to  doe  for  the  orphants,  desiringe  my  overseers  that  the  monney 
may  be  in  good  silver  or  golde,  and  that  hit  be  fast  sealed  in  a  bagg  with  the  mayor's  seale  and 
theires,  and  to  bye  for  the  behoof  of  the  children  tyll  they  cum  to  the  age  of  xxij  3-eres  or 
xxiij  yeres,  provided  always  that  yf  liit  sholde  please  my  brother  Thomas  Chester  to  take  the 
foresaide  monney  at  the  ende  of  the  ij  yeres,  liit  being  paj'de  putting  in  sufficient  lande  into  his 
handes  and  custodie  duryuge  the  tyme  before  rehersed,  and  yf  hit  sholde  please  God  to  call  one 
of  the  cliildren,  lett  the  reste  of  the  monney  remaiue  unto  the  otlier,  and  yf  it  sholde  please 
God  to  call  them  bothe,  which  the  Lord  preserve,  I  say  withoute  yssue  lawfully  begotten, 
then  I  wolde  that  with  parcell  of  the  monney  that  my  overseers  sholde  purchas  five  poundes 
by  the  yere  of  good  rente  whereof  to  give  three  shilling  and  fower  pence  by  the  yere  towardes 
the  lyghte  of  Saint  Leonardes  gatte :  and  vs.  yerely  to  the  alms  hous  in  Lewens  meade :  and 
vs.  by  the  yere  to  the  alms  hous  at  saint  James'  backe  :  and  vs.  by  the  yere  to  the  alms  hous 
in  saint  Thomas'  streate ;  and  vs.  by  the  yere  to  the  poore  in  Tuckersf  lialle ;  and  vs.  yerely 
to  the  poore  at  Sempoll  (St.  Paul's)  gatte,  the  which  I  wolde  sholde  be  delivered  yerely  at 
allhallowstide  against  Christmas  for  ever.  And  the  rest  which  ys  iij/.  yerely  to  be  divided 
amongst  the  poore  of  tlus  cittie  and  the  place  before  rehersed  for  ever.  Also  I  wold  tliat  the 
rest  of  the  monney  that  shall  be  left,  the  lande  being  pui'chassed,  to  remaine  unto  my  wicf 
dm-ing  her  naturall  lyef.  And  yf  hit  sliold  please  God  to  call  her  then  I  wolde  hit  sholde 
be  divided,  the  one  half  to  my  brother's  and  syster's  children,  and  the  other  half  to  her  brother's 
children ;  also,  if  so  be  that  my  wief  wolde  have  one  hundrethe  poundes  of  the  monney  before 
rehersed,  piitting  in  sufficient  lande  for  the  assurance  thereof,  I  wolde  she  wolde  have  it. 

Also  I  give  unto  Edward  Chester  my  sonne  all  such  landes  that  my  father  gave  unto  me, 

*  John  Smyth  was  Sheriff  of  Bristol  in  1532,  and  Mayor  in  15-17  and  1554.  He  died  in  his  Mayor- 
alty, and  was  buried  in  St.  Werburgh's  Cliurcli,  Bristol,  where  his  monument  still  remains.  He  left 
seven  sons  and  two  daughter.s. 

t  The  Tuckers  Company  had  an  ancient  hospital  for  six  poor  people  under  Tuckers  Hall  in  Temple 
P»rish.  (8) 
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and  that  hit  shall  go  frome  one  to  another  of  the  lynage  from  heire  to  heire  to  the  uttei-most 
of  the  lyne  called  Chester  being  of  the  male  kinde,  and  being  brother's  childi-en  from  yssue  to 
yssue  according  to  my  father's  Will  and  testament.  This  the  note  of  the  lande  I  had  of  hym  ; 
I'lOdforde  in  Westerley  with  all  such  groundes  that  appertaineth  unto  hit,  which  now  I  have 
sett  forthe  to  one  Symouds  for  nyne  poundes  six  shilling  and  viijrf.  the  yere,  according  to  a 
writtinge  that  Master  flrye  liath  made  bet\^^xt  hym  and  me.  Also  I  have  out  of  the  blacke 
friers  of  my  brother  Domiuyck  free  of  all  charge  xs.  by  the  yere  diu-ing  my  mother's  lyef,  and 
after  her  tyme  Dominyck  must  pay  xxs.  by  yere.  Also  a  parceU  of  a  pece  of  lande  that  my 
father  bought  of*  [iUe/jible]  which  lyeth  at  Mychall  hill,  a  lodge  and  ij  gardens  whereof  I  have 
made  the  loane  to  my  wyef  during  her  lyef. 

Also  after  my  tyme  I  woldo  my  brother  Dominyck  to  have  the  bowlinge  alle  (alley)  with  the 
lyttell  orchai'de  and  with  a  lyttell  hous  to  hit  yn  the  saide  orcharde,  he  payinge  to  my  ^vyef  and 
heires  for  the  rente  xs.  by  the  yere.  And  my  wyef  to  have  ij  trees  when  the  frute  ys  on  them, 
which  she  shall  lyke  best,  so  long  as  the  gi-eat  orcharde  ys  out  of  her  hands.  And  when  the  gi-eat 
orcharde  doth  fall  into  her  handes,  then  she  shall  have  uoe  frute  of  the  forsaide  ij  trees,  desiringe 
you,  good  brother  Dominyck,  to  be  good  unto  her  that  there  be  no  spoyle  made  out  of  your  orcharde 
in  to  hers  when  hit  fawleth  into  her  handes. 

To  Thomas  Chester  my  sonne  all  such  landes  as  I  have  piuxhassed  myself,  I  saye,  unto 
hym  and  to  hys  heires  and  to  the  issue  that  shall  proceede  of  hym  :  And  the  rest  to  follow  as 
Edward's  before,  myndingc  that  aU  the  landes  shall  come  into  the  issue  of  the  Chesters  according 
to  my  father's  Will. 

Also  I  will  that  my  heires  shall  make  all  such  leases  and  covenants  unto  my  brothers 
firmeably  according  to  my  father's  Will  and  testament.  All  the  landes  I  saie  my  wyef  to  have 
hit  during  her  naturall  lyef,  and  after  her  lyef  to  remain  as  before  rehersed. 

'  I  desire  you  most  hartelye,  my  brother  Thomas,  my  brother  Dominyck,  my  brothers-iu-lawes 
Edmund  Smythe  and  Robert  Smythe,  to  be  my  overseers,  and  that  you  will  within  five  dayes  (my 
boddie  in  the  yerthe),  take  a  sure  Inventerie  of  such  goodes  and  merchandises  that  is  in  my  hous  or 
appertaincs  unto  me,  I  meane  not  my  housholde  stuffe,  wluch  housholde  stuii'e  I  give  full  and  holly 
unto  my  wyef,  and  she  to  give  parte  thereof  unto  the  children  accordinge  to  her  discression.' 

Also  unto  my  wyef  one  hundred  ounces  of  my  best  plate,  and  the  rest  unto  my  children  to  be 
divided  in  equale  portions,  my  wj'ef  to  have  the  custodie  of  die  hole  plate  during  her  naturall 
lyef.  And  if  she  doe  marrie,  to  putt  in  foerfits  to  the  chamber  for  theire  porcion,  or  the  juste 
value  thereof  as  hit  shall  be  praysed  by  myne  overseers.  ^ 

Also  unto  the  poore  where  need  ys,  yil.  xiijs.  iij*;.  to  be  given  according  to  the  discretion  of 
my  overseers.  Also  unto  my  fower  overseers,  to  every  of  them,  a  gowne  of  xijs.  tlie  yarde,  and 
to  all  my  brothers  and  brothers-in-lawe  a  gowne  of  xijs.  the  yarde,  and  to  everie  of  theu-e  wy  ves 
a  cassocke  clothe  of  xs.  the  yarde.  Also  unto  Robert  Clarke  my  servant  five  poundes  in  monney 
and  a  blake  clothe.  To  John  Roberts  my  brother-in-lawe  a  blake  colte  wMch  goeth  in  Puckle- 
church  parke,  unto  John  Wiltshu-e  xxs.  and  a  colte,  and  to  Rafl'e  Smyth  fortie  shilling.  To 
IMastcr  Olliey  my  littcU  gimmell  of  Gynney  gold,  desuing  God  that  this  my  Will  may  be  accom- 
plished ([uietly  without  any  disorder  of  any  partie. 

li'iiius.fcs :  Thomas  Cliester,  Dominyck  Chester,  Edmund  Smythe,  Robert  Smythe. 
Will  proved  in  C.P.C.  on  12th  July  15G0,  by  Maiy  Chester  the  widow.     [39  Mellcrchc] 

James  Chester's  widow  married  again  within  six  montlis,  for  she  married  George 
Iliggiiis  of  Bristol  at  St.  Stephen's  Church  on  8th  Sept.  1560.  (26)  She  had  issue 
by  J  ames  Chester  two  sons :  I.  Edward  Cuester,  son  and  heir.  II.  Thojias  Cuester, 
died  under  age,  and  was  buried  at  St.  James's,  liristol,  17th  May  lalil.  (20)  I 
presume  also  that  Elizabeth  Chester,  who  married  Gtli  Sept.  1508  Kowland  Wil- 
liams, (20)  was  James  Chester's  daughter. 

•  The  vendor  was  Lord  Hussey.    See  p.  10. 
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V. 

Edward  Chester,  the  son  and  heir  of  James,  was  born  in  or  about  1544,  and 
was  therefore  a  boy  of  16  when  his  father  died.  (23)  He  inherited  his  father's 
estate  in  Bristol  and  at  Eodford,  and  carried  on  his  business  as  a  merchant.  When 
his  uncle  Dominick  died  in  1575,  he  succeeded  under  his  grandfather's  Will  to  the 
administration  of  the  family  estate  at  the  Black  Friars  diu'ing  the  minority  of  the 
infant  heir.  But  this  inheritance  brought  its  usual  ill-luck  to  its  possessor,  and 
Edward  died  on  12th  Feb.  1580-1  at  the  age  of  36,  (24)  Avhen  he  was  buried  on 
14th  Feb.  in  his  father's  vault  in  St.  James's  Church.  (20)  He  made  no  Will,  and 
letters  of  administration  were  granted  to  his  widow  Bridget  on  25th  Feb.  1580-1. 
He  had  evidently  alienated  his  patrimony  at  Rodford,  for  no  inquest  was  held  after 
his  death  by  the  Escheator  of  Gloucestershire  until  2Gth  Sept.  1604,  when  his  uncle 
Dominick  Chester's  male  issue  had  become  extinct,  and  the  Black  Friars  devolved 
on  Edward  Chester's  heir,  who  was  found  to  be  his  son  James  Chester,  aged  31  years 
and  14  days  on  the  day  of  the  inquest.  (24) 

Edward  Chester  married  at  St.  Nicholas's  Chiu'ch,  Bristol,  on  25th  June  1570, 
Bridget  Slocombe,  (26)  and  had  issue  five  children,  who  were  all  baptized  at  St. 
Stephen's,  Bristol.  (26) 

I.  Mary  Chester  was  baptized  on  9th  March  1570-1,  and  married  at  St.  Ste- 
phen's, Bristol,  on  2d  May  1591,  William  Brown  of  Bristol.  (26)  Their  son  Hugh 
Brown  was  Sheriff  of  Bristol  in  1642  and  Mayor  in  1650. 

H.  James  Chester,  his  son  and  heir. 

III.  EoBERT  Chester  was  baptized  on  21st  Feb.  1574-5. 

IV.  Elizabeth  Chester  was  baptized  on  5th  Nov.  1576,  and  married  at 
St.  Stephen's  on  16th  Dec.  1593,  Thomas  Jewell  of  Bristol.  {26) 

"V.  Bridget  Chester  was  baptized  on  29th  Nov.  1577. 

Bridget  Chester,  the  widow  of  Edward  and  mother  of  his  children,  married 
secondly  at  St.  Stephen's,  Bristol,  on  25th  Feb.  1586-7,  Thomas  Ilolcombe  of 
Bristol.  (26) 

VI. 

James  Chester,  the  son  and  heir  of  Edward  and  Bridget,  was  born  and  bap- 
tized on  12th  Sept.  1573,  (26)  and  was  therefore  little  more  than  seven  years  old 
when  his  father  died.  He  succeeded  in  1603,  tinder  the  entail  created  by  his  great- 
grandfathei-'s  Will,  to  the  estate  of  the  Black  Friars  in  Bristol,  when  his  father's 
cousin  Arthur  Chester,  the  last  surviving  son  of  Dominick,  died  unmarried  at 
Almondsbury.  (32)  The  leasehold  term  bequeathed  to  Dominick  and  liis  male  heirs 
was  still  unexpired ;  and  to  complete  his  title  to  the  lease,  as  well  as  to  the  fee-simple 
for  the  purpose  of  sale,  James  was  compelled  to  establish  that  he  was  his  father's 
heir  at  an  inquest  held  by  the  King's  Escheator,  and  to  take  out  letters  of  adrainis- 


SKELETON  PEDIGREE  OF  THE  CHESTEKS  OF  BRISTOL. 


17 


tration  de  bonis  non  to  his  graiuluncle  Dominick,  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of 
Canterbury.  The  inquest  was  held  at  Bristol  on  2r)th  Sept.  1604,  and  the  letters 
of  administration  are  dated  on  23d  Oct.  in  the  same  year.  By  a  singular  fatality 
James  Chester  and  his  family  thenceforth  wholly  disappear  from  my  view. 


SKELETON  PEDIGREE  OF  CHESTER  DESCENDED  FROM  HENRY  CHESTER, 
SHERIFF  OF  BRISTOL  1470. 


Henry  Chester,  Sheiiff  of  Bristol  1470=pAlioe. 
I 


John,  Sheriff  of  Bristol  1487— Anne. 


William,  Mayor  of  Bristol  1552,  M.P.  1555  ;  purchaser  of— Anne. 
Roilford,  Barton  Regis,  and  the  Black  Friars ;  (Ued  1559  (p.  8) .  | 


James  of  Rodford, 
son  and  heir ;  died 
15G0  (p.  13). 


Edward  of  Rodford ; 
died  1581  (p.  IG). 


William  of  Barton 
Regis,  White-tawer; 
died  1573  (p.  18). 

T 

Walter  of  Barton 
Regis  ;  died  IGll 
(p.  20).    ^ 


Dominick,  M.P.,  of 
the  Black  Friars ; 
died  1575  (p.  12). 


Thomas,  M.P.  for 
CO.  Glouc,  of  Al- 
mondsbury  ;  died 
1.583  (p.  30). 


Arthur  of  the  Black 
Friars ;  died  unm. 
1G03  (p.  13). 


William  of  Knole ; 
died  1G07  (p.  33). 


James  of  the  Black 
Friars,  cousin  and 
heu-  1G03  (p.  10). 


WUlian 
Regis; 
(p.  22). 


of  Barton 
(Ued    1G59 


Walter  of  London ; 
died  1618  (p.  26). 


Thomas  II.  of  Knole; 
died  1G53  (p.  34). 


Walter    of    Barton 
Regis  1C59  (p.  23). 


Thomas  of  London ; 
died  lG70(p.  27). 


Thomas  III.  of 
Knole;  died  1G87 
(p.  35).  - 


William  of  Barton  Two  sisters,  co- 
Regis;  died  1681  heirs  1681  (p.  23). 
unm.  (p.  23). 


Robert  of  Loudon  ;  Two  sisters,  eo-  Thomas  IV.  of 
died  num.  1688  (p.  heirs  1688 (p. 28).  Knole;  died  1703 
29).  (p.  37). 


Thomas   V.  of  Knole,         Richard  of  Haseley,         Elizabeth,  man-.  Sir 
M.P.   for   CO.  Glouc;  co.  Warwick;    died         William Cann.Bart.; 

died  s.p.  1763  (11.  38).  1760  (p.  43).  died  172G  (p.  92). 


Elizabeth  Lucy  of 
Knole ;  maiT.  W. 
Bromley  Chester, 
Esq.,  M.P.  ;  died 
s.p.  1799  (p.  4G). 


Chester  Masteii  oj 
Knole  (p.  93). 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  Chesicrs  of  Bristol  and  Barton  Regis. 

William  Chester,  the  third  son  of  Wilham 
Chester,  Alderman  of  Bristol,  by  his  first  wife,  was 
free  of  the  Company  of  the  White-tawers  of  Bristol, 
whose  trade  consisted  in  preparing  '  tawed'  leather  for 
the  glovers.*  This  was  untanned  leathei-,  dressed 
from  sheepskins  and  lambskins  by  a  process  of  soaking, 
scraping,  liming,  and  softening  by  alum  and  salt.  He  married,  in  his  father's 
lifetime,  Joan,  daughter  of  William  Horte  of  Wrington  in  Somersetshire,  by  whom 
he  had  six  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  died  1st  Jan.  1572-3,  and  was  buried  at 
St.  James's,  Bristol,  on  3d  Jan.  following.  (20) 

WttLiAM  Chesieb  of  Bkistot.,  '  wHiTTAEE.'    Will  dated  5tli  Dec.  157i. 

To  my  eldest  son  William  Chester  and  his  heii's  the  lands  whicli  I  inherited  from  my  father. 
To  my  son  Harrie  Chester  and  his  heirs  my  houses  in  Barton  Hundred,  with  remainder  to  my 
son  Walter  Chester,  remainder  to  my  son  James,  remainder  to  my  son  Thomas  Chester, 
remainder  to  my  eldest  son  William  Chester,  remainder  to  my  dau.  Ehzabeth  Chester,  remainder 
to  my  dau.  Jlarie  Chester,  remainder  to  my  brother  Thomas  Chester.  Legacies  to  my  brother 
Dominick  Chester,  and  my  sister  Mary  Roberts. 

The  residue  to  my  wife  Joan  whom  I  malie  my  executrix. 
WiU  proved  in  C.P.C.  7th  March  1572-;3.     [10  Pctre.] 
William  Chester  had  issue  by  his  wife  Joan  Horte  eight  children. 
I.  William  Chester,  his  son  and  heir. 
n.  Henry  Chester,  brother  and  heir  of  William. 

III.  Walter  Chester,  brother  and  heir  of  Henry. 

IV.  John  Chester  was  baptized  with  his  twin-brother  James  at  St.  James's, 
Bristol,  29th  March  1559,  (20)  and  died  before  his  father. 

V.  James  Chester,  the  twin-brother  of  John,  was  in  1588  the  apprentice  of 
Alderman  Starkey  in  London,  when  he  is  called  the  elder,  to  distinguish  him  from  the 
grandson  of  his  uncle  James.  He  died  unmarried  in  1594  in  London,  and  was 
biu'ied  at  St.  Dunstan's  in  the  East.  Letters  of  administration  were  granted  on 
2d  Oct.  1594  to  his  brother  Thomas^ 

VI.  Thomas  Chester  was  apprenticed  to  his  sister's  husband,  Eobcrt  Prince, 
and  afterwards  a  merchant  of  Bristol.  He  died  unmarried  in  1599,  and  adminis- 
tration of  his  estate  was  granted  on  11th  July  1599  to  his  brother  Walter. 

*  The  White-tawers  are  called  White-tanners  in  Cocke  Lorelles  Bote,  published  by  the  Percy  Society, 
where  mention  is  made  of 

'  Bokeler-makerg,  dyers  and  lether-sellers, 
Wliyte-tanners,  galyors  and  shethers,' 
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Vn.  Eliz.'VBETH  Chester  and  her  sister  Mary  had  legacies  of  lOZ.eachin  1577 
from  their  uncle,  Thomas  Chester  of  Almondsbury.  Elizabeth  was  in  1591  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Sadler  of  Newport. 

VIII.  Mary  Chester  married  at  St.  John's,  Bristol,  on  4th  Jan.  157;)-4, 
Iiobort  Prvns  or  Prince,  Merchant  of  Bristol.  (31) 

William  Chester's  widow  Joan  married  secondly  a  merchant  of  Bristol  named 
Wale  or  Waall,  who  was  evidently  related  to  her  son  Henry's  wife.  It  appears 
from  her  AVill  that  she  survived  her  second  husband,  and  had  a  daughter  Susan  by 
her  second  marriage.  She  died  about  Easter  1593,  and  was  buried  at  St.  James's, 
Bristol,  near  her  first  husband. 

JoAw  Walk  ov  St.  James  in  the  sununns  of  the  city  oi"  BRisTor,,  widow.  Will  duted  1  ItU 
Nov.  151)-,'. 

To  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  James's  parish,  near  the  place  where  my  husband 
William  Chester  lies  buried.  To  the  poor  of  St.  James's  parish  40.f.  To  my  son  Walter  Chester 
.£10.  To  my  son  James  Chester  £80.  To  my  daughter  Suzan  Wale  ^£80.  To  the  children  of 
my  brother  William  Horte  £:i  10s.  between  them  in  equal  share.  To  each  of  my  sister 
EUzabeth  Allen's  two  children  5s.  To  my  sister-in-law  Gillian  Horte  my  best  velvet  hat,  &c. 
To  my  daughter-in-law  Walter  Chester's  wife  my  black  cloth  gown,  &c.  To  my  sister  Elizabeth 
Allen  a  gown,  &c.  My  son  Thomas  Chester  to  have  the  residue  of  my  goods  and  to  be  my 
executor.  My  friends  John  Horte,  Wilham  Horte,  John  Horte  of  Church  Hill,  Thomas  Wale, 
gent.,  and  my  neighbour  Thomas  Parker  to  be  overseers  of  my  Will. 

To  my  son  Walter  Chester's  son  a  crock  and  a  panne. 

WiU  proved  in  C.P.C.  10th  May  1593,  by  Thomas  Chester.     [43  NeviUe.] 

II. 

William  Chester,  the  son  and  heir  of  WiUiam  the  Wliite-tawer,  is  remembered 
in  his  grandfather's  Will  in  1558,  and  was  probably  of  full  age  when  his  father  died. 
He  died  without  issue,  and  his  wife  Ellvnor  was  buried  at  St.  James's,  Bristol,  23d 
Feb.  1G17-18.  (20) 

III. 

Henry  Chester,  the  second  son  of  William  of  Bristol  by  Joan  Horte,  inherited 
on  the  death  of  his  brother  William  their  father's  estate  at  Barton  Kegis.  He  was 
a  wine  merchant  at  Bristol,  and  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wa:ill  of  tiiat 
city,  but  had  no  issue.     He  died  in  1591. 

Henuy  CuESTEii  OF  Brisiol,  MERCHANT.    Will  dated  1st  Feb.  loOO-l. 

To  my  wife  Dorothy  all  my  lands  and  houses,  and  also  my  moiety  of  a  bark  called  the  James 
of  Bristol,  also  £ii  due  to  me  for  a  tun  of  claret  wine  from  John  Andrews  of  Cardiff,  also  .£22 
due  to  me  from  my  father-in-law  Mr.  Tiiomas  Waall,  also  40s.  due  to  me  from  my  brother 
Christopher  Waall,  also  all  other  debts  due  to  me,  and  all  tlie  wines  in  my  cellars  and  elsewhere. 

Legacies  to  my  brothers  Walter,  James,  and  Thomas  Chester,  and  to  ray  sister  Elizabeth 
Sadler  of  Newport,  and  to  the  poor  of  St.  James's  parish. 

The  residue  to  my  wife  Dorothy,  whom  I  make  my  executrix.  Mr.  Anthony  llalcs  and  my 
uncle  Mr.  John  Horte,  draper,  to  be  the  overseers  of  my  Will. 

Will  proved  by  tho  widow  8th  May  IC'IU,  in  C.P.C.     [33  St.  Barbe.] 
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IV. 

Walter  Chester,  the  third  son  of  William  the  '  White-tawer  of  Bristol,  was 
born  in  1553,  and  succeeded  his  brother  Henry  in  1591,  under  the  entail  in 
their  father's  Will,  to  the  estate  at  Barton  Regis.  He  was  a  draper  of  Bristol,  and 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert  Hamlyn,  the  son  of  Sir  .  .  .  Hamlyn  Kt., 
*  standard-bearer  to  Henry  VIII.  in  France.'  (15)  Walter  was  the  eldest  surviv- 
ing member  of  the  family  in  1623,  when  he  entered  the  following  pedigree  of  the 
Chesters  at  the  Visitation  of  Gloucestershire.  (15)  His  brothers  were  all  then 
dead  without  issue,  and  are  therefore  omitted  from  the  pedigree,  which  includes  his 
cousins  at  Almondsbury, 

PEDIGREE  OF  CHESTER  IN  THE  VISITATION  OF  GLOUCESTERSHIRE,  1G23. 


Asms.— Gales  a  lion  jjassant  Er: 


,  between  three  hawks'  lures  Argent ;  a  crescent  for  difl'ercncc. 


Thomas  Chestcr,= 
lord  of  Amesbury, 
in  CO.  Glouc,  maior 
of  BristoU. 


Will.  Chester,   twice=f=  .  .  .  d.  of  Maurice  Large  of 
Mayor  of  Bristol.       |  WaUies  Court,  in  co.  Glouc. 


WiU.    Chester    of= 
the  city  of  Bristol. 


Dominick  Chester, 
ob.  without  issue 
male. 


Will.     Chester 
of  Amesbury. 


■Catherine,  d. 
of  Richd. 
Dennis. 


Anne,    nx.    .John  Walter      Chester 

Caplinotthetown  of  Barton   Regis, 

of   Southampton,  in  co.  Glouc. ;  now 

B.p.  (1623)  Uving. 


Anne,  d.  of= 
Sam.  Back- 
house of 
Berks. 


;  Thomas' 
Chester. 


■Elizabeth, d.  of  WUliam  Catherine,  Alicia, «x.  James 

Sh'Geo.Speake,  Chester,  ux.   Philip  PerciTaU,    Esq. 

Kt.    of     CO.  2d  son.  Langley,  of  Weston,  in  co. 

Somerset.  Esq.  Somerset. 


Joane,  d.  of  Will. 
Horte  of  Wrinton, 
in  CO.  Somerset. 


=Eliz.  fll.  Rob.  Ham- 
lyn, son  of  Sir  — • 
Hamlyn,  Kt.  Stand- 
ard Bearer  to  Henry 
VIII.  in  France. 


Anne,  Ist     Elizabeth, 
dau.  2d  dau. 


WLll.=i=Bridget,  d.  of  Walter    Ches-  =  Jane,    d.   of  Joane,   nx. 

Jo.     Blount  ter.        Citizen     Tho.   MQns,  JohnRayns- 

of      Barton  and  Draper  of     Citizen      of  thorp  of  the 

Regis,  in  CO.  London,2dson.     London.  cityofBris- 

Glouc.  tol. 


1,  Ist 
dau. ;  iet.  3. 


Bridget, 
2d  dau. 


Walter  Chester. 


Walter  Chester  died  21st  Sept.  1641  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight,  and  was 
buried  with  his  ancestors  at  St,  James's,  Bristol,  on  27th  Sept.  (20) 

Walter  Chester  of  Bristol,  gentleman.     WiU  dated  19th  Aug.  Hill. 

'  Well  stricken  in  years,  and  sick  and  weak  in  body.'  To  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of 
St.  James,  Bristol.  To  my  eldest  son  William  Chester  and  his  heirs  my  fi-eehoUl  lands  in 
Barton  Regis,  and  also  the  messuage  in  which  I  now  dwell,  with  the  messuage  adjoining  in  Broad- 
meade  in  the  suburbs  of  Bristol.  To  my  son  Walter  Chester  all  my  other  lands  and  messuages 
in  Bristol  and  the  suburbs  thereof,  which  I  have  settled  on  him  and  his  heirs  by  deed. 

Item.  To  my  said  sou  William  one  of  '  my  greater  broad  silver  boles ;'  and  to  my  son 
Walter,  my  other  '  broad  silver  bole.'  To  my  grandson  Walter  Chester,  the  son  of  my  son 
WiUiam,  one  of  '  my  long  guilt  boles.'    To  my  grandchildren  Bridget  and  .iVlexaudcr  (sic),  the 
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daughters  of  my  said  son  William,  '  one  dozen  of  silver  sjDoons  called  Apostle  spoons,'  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them.  To  my  grandchild  Anne  Eaynesthoi-pe,  the  daughter  of  John 
RajTiesthorpe,  maryner,  £5  in  money,  to  be  paid  to  her  when  she  is  17.  To  my  granddaughter 
Maria  Holbrooke,  wife  of  Thomas  Holbrooke,  brewer,  '  my  gi-eat  silver  and  guilt  Salte  ;'  and  if 
she  happen  to  dye,  the  said  salte  is  to  go  to  her  first  child.  Item.  To  my  great-gi'andchild 
Elizabeth  Hicks  some  httle  silver  spoones  and  one  little  wyne  cupp  of  silver. 

Provided  always  that  my  wife  is  to  enjoy  the  rents  and  profits  of  all  my  lands  and  tenements 
and  tlie  use  of  the  several  articles  hejeinbefore  mentioned  during  her  life,  and  after  her  death 
the  same  are  to  be  deUvered  to  the  several  parties  to  whom  I  have  given  the  same  by  my  Will. 

Item.  To  the  parish  of  St.  James,  Bristol,  £5  in  money  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  for 
the  tyme  being  for  a  sermon  on  New  Year's-day  for  ever.  To  Mr.  John  Paul,*  Minister  of  St. 
James'  Church,  40s.  for  my  funeraU  sermon.  To  the  poor  people  of  the  said  parish  church  iOs., 
to  be  distributed  by  my  executrix  on  the  day  of  my  funeraU.  To  the  Master  and  Company  of 
the  Wliitetawers  -iO*-.,  to  accompany  my  body  to  chiu-ch  at  my  funeraU.  Item.  To  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Prince  20s.     To  Walter  Feuinge,  miUiner,  10s. 

All  the  residue  of  my  personal  estate  and  household  stulf  except  as  aforesaid  to  my  weU- 
beloved  wife  EHzabcth,  whom  I  make  my  sole  executrix.  My  loving  friends  James  Dyer.  Esq., 
and  Hugh  Brown,t  merchant,  to  be  overseers  of  my  Will,  and  I  give  them  20s.  apiece  for  a 
token. 

Witnesses :  Thomas  Blount,  Bridget  Blount,  Thomas  Harris,  George  Hartwell  notary 
public,  and  John  Hartwell. 

Will  proved  by  the  executrix  in  C.P.C.  12th  Oct.  Kill.     [127  Evelyn.] 

Walter  Chester  had  issue  by  Elizabeth  Hamlyn  his  wife  foiu'  chilcU-en,  viz. 

I.  Willia:^!  Chester,  his  son  and  heir. 

II.  Walter  Chester,  Merchant  Taylor  of  London,  the  ancestor  of  the  Chestcrs 
of  St.  Mary  Aldermary,  London,  who  are  the  subjects  of  my  next  chapter. 

III.  Thomas  Chester  was  baptized  at  St.  James's,  Bristol,  19tli  Nov.  1594, 
and  was  "buried  there  on  22d  May  1(502.  (20) 

IV.  Joan  Chester  was  baptized  at  St.  James's,  Bristol,  24th  Jan.  1595-6, 
(20)  and  married  shortly  before  1019  John  Rainsthorpe,  master  mariner  of  Bristol, 
by  whom  she  had  four  children.  She  died  before  her  father,  but  her  husband  was 
still  living  in  1(558,  when  he  was  occupying  one  of  William  Chester's  houses  in 
Broadmead.  Their  son,  Walter  Eainsthorpe,  matriculated  at  St.  John's  College, 
Oxford,  13th  Nov.  1635,  when  he  is  described  as  the  son  of  a  plebeian  and 
fifteen  years  of  age.  (25)  He  afterwards  took  holy  orders,  and  had  a  son  JOHN, 
who  matriculated  at  St.  John's,  Oxford,  as  a  minister's  son  on  28th  June  1659.  (25) 
John  Eainsthorpe  proceeded  B.A.  5th  May  1(563  and  M.A.  7th  May  1667.  He 
was  presented  to  the  Kectory  of  St.  Michael's,  Bristol,  by  the  Mayor  and  Corporation 
of  that  city  in  1677,  and  held  this  preferment  until  his  death.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  Prebendaries  of  Bristol  Cathedral,  and  died  1st  May  1693. 

Elizabeth  Chestei',  the  widow  of  Walter,  survived  her  husband  four  years,  and 
was  buried  at  St.  James's,  Bristol,  26th  Dec.  1645,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  (20) 

•  John  Faul  was  appointed  Minister  of  St.  James,  Bristol,  in  1C37,  and  was  ejected  in  1G63  for  not 
conforming  to  the  Act  of  Umformity. 

t  Hugh  Brown,  Sheriff  of  Bristol  in  1G42,  and  Mayor  in  1650,  was  the  Bon  of  William  Brown  by 
Mai7  Chester,  daughter  of  Edward  Chester  of  RodforJ  {see  p.  IG). 
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WiLLiAJi  Chester,  the  son  and  heir  of  Walter  of  Bristol  and  Barton  Eegis  by 
Elizabeth  Hainlyn,  was  baptized  at  St.  John's,  Bristol,  20th  Feb.  1591-2,  and  suc- 
ceeded to  his  father's  estate  in  1641.  He  married  Bridget,  the  daughter  of  John 
Blount,  Esq.,  of  Barton  Eegis  (who  was  the  third  son  of  John  Blount,  Esq.,  of 
Eldersfield,  Worcestershire),  and  had  issue  a  son  Walter  and  three  daughters. 
He  died  in  1659,  and  was  buried  in  the  Chui-ch  of  St.  Philip  and  Jacob,  Bristol. 

Wii.LiAii  Chester  of  Barton  Regis,  co.  Gloucester,  gentleman.     Will  dated  -ith  Jime  1G58. 

To  be  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  parish  chiu'ch  of  St.  Phillip's,  Bristol,  as  near  as 
conveniently  may  be  to  the  place  where  my  daughter  Smith  and  other  my  children  are  buried. 

To  my  dear  and  loving  wife  Bridget  Chester  the  use  of  aU  my  goods  and  chattels  whatsoever 
for  her  life,  and  immediately  after  her  death  they  are  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  six 
grandcliildi'en,  viz.  Thomas,  James,  William,  John,  Charles,  and  Maiy  Smith,  the  sons  and 
daughter  of  my  son-in-law  Thomas  Smith. 

To  my  said  six  grandchildren  my  messuage  in  Bristol,  in  the  street  called  Broadmead,  which 
is  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Eainesthorpe,  mariner,  for  the  term  of  21  years,  to  be  computed 
from  the  death  of  my  said  wife  :  also  for  the  same  term  the  yearly  rent  of  20  sliillings,  issuing 
out  of  my  tenement  in  Broadmead  which  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Symon  Tovye,  baker : 
also  the  yearly  rent  of  10  shillings,  issuing  out  of  three  acres  of  land  near  the  Marsh  gate  in 
Barton  hundred,  now  in  the  occupation  of  WiUiam  Weston,  butcher. 

To  my  grandcliild  Ehzabeth  Hicks  £5,  besides  what  I  owe  her  by  bond,  or  otherwise.  To 
my  grandchild  Ehzabetli  Harris,  my  goddaughter,  the  daughter  of  my  son-in-law  Thomas  Harris, 
20  shillings,  as  a  remembrance.  To  my  two  grandsons  WiUiam  and  Rowland  Chester,  the  sons 
of  my  son  Walter  Chester,  20  shilKngs  each.     To  my  servant  Maria  Crook  10  shillings. 

To  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  St.  Phillip  and  Jacob  in  Bristol  40  shillings,  to  be 
distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  Lawfordsgate  (sic). 

My  TOfe  Bridget  to  be  my  sole  executrix.  My  sou  Walter  Chester  of  INIaton,  in  AVorcester- 
shire,  gent.,  and  my  loving  friend  WiUiam  Gibbiu,  ironmonger,  to  be  overseers  of  my  WiU,  and 
I  give  to  each  of  them  10  shUhngs  apiece  for  a  remembrance. 

To  my  '  ould  servant  EUzabeth  Greene,  my  goddaughter,'  20  sliiUiugs. 

Will  proved  by  the  widow  in  C.P.C.  18th  June  1050.     [■•!i>7  I'eU.] 

William  Chester  had  issue  by  Bridget  Blount  (who  sur\"ived  him)  four  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  his  lifetime  : 

I.  Elizabeth  Chester  was  three  years  old  at  the  Visitation  of  1023.  She 
married  and  died  in  her  father's  lifetime ;  and  I  presume  that  her  husband's  name 
was  Hicks,  and  that  she  was  the  mother  of  Elizabeth  Hicks,  who  is  mentioned  in 
the  Wills  of  her  great-grandfather  and  grandfather. 

II.  Bridget  Chester  was  the  youngest  child  of  her  parents  in  1623,  and 
married  Thomas  Smith  of  Bristol.  She  died  before  her  father,  leaving  six  children, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Philip  and  Jacob's  Church. 

HI.  W.iLTER  Chester,  son  and  heir. 

IV.  Alexander  {sic)  Chester  was  not  born  in  1(523,  but  is  mentioned  in  her 
grandfathei-'s  Will  in  1641.  She  married  Thomas  Harris,  who  was  Sheriff  of  Bristol 
in  1652,  and  died  in  her  father's  lifetime,  like  her  sisters,  leaving  two  daughters,  viz. 
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1,  Elizabeth;  2.  Alexandria;  who  were  both  living  in  1683, and  are  mentioned 
in  their  cousin  William  Chester's  Will. 

VI. 

Walter  Chester,  the  son  and  heir  of  William  of  Barton  Eegis  by  Bridget 
Blount,  was  born  after  1623,  and  was  living  at  Maton  in  Worcestshire  with  two 
sons,  William  and  Rowland,  when  his  father  made  his  Will  in  June  1658.  He 
succeeded  to  his  father's  estate  at  Barton  Regis  in  1659,  when  he  disappears  from 
my  view. 

He  had  issue  by  his  wife  Mary,  who  survived  him,  four  children,  viz. 

I.  William  Chester,  his  son  and  heir. 

II.  Rowland  Chester,  died  unmarried  before  1683. 

III.  Bridget  Chester,  IV.  Rosina  Chester,  were  both  unmarried  in 
January  1683,  when  theu-  brother  WilHam  made  his  Will. 

VII. 

William  Chester,  the  son  and  heir  of  Walter  of  Barton  Regis  by  ^Mary  his 
wife,  succeeded  to  his  father's  estate,  and  died  unmarried  in  his  mother's  lifetime  in 
1683,  when  the  elder  branch  of  the  Chesters  of  Barton  Regis  became  extinct  in 
the  male  line. 

William  Chester  of  Babton  Regis,  Gloucestershire,  Gent.  Will  dated  8tli  Jan.  1083, 
'  according  to  the  computation  of  the  Church  of  England.' 

Sick  in  body.  All  my  lands  and  tenements  to  my  mother  Mary  Chester  for  her  life,  and 
after  her  decease  to  my  two  sisters  Bridget  and  Kosina  Chester  and  theii-  heu-s,  in  equal  shares 
■v\ith  cross  remainders  :  and  in  default  of  their  issue  to  William  Smith  of  Bristol,  my  aimt  Bridget 
Chester's  son,  on  condition  that  he  and  his  lieii-s  pay  yearly  out  of  my  said  estate  £'i  p. a.  to  my 
cousin  Thomas  Smith,  £2  p. a.  to  my  cousin  James  Smith,  M  p.a.  to  each  of  my  cousins  Mary 
Smith,  Charles  Smith,  Elizabeth  Harris,  and  Alexandi-ia  Harris. 

To  the  poor  of  St.  Pliilip  and  Jacob  £-i.  To  Mattie  Johns  and  her  brother  John  40  shillings 
apiece,  to  be  paid  within  one  year's  time  after  my  death.  To  my  said  mother  Mary  Chester  all 
my  goods  and  chattels,  together  with  all  debts  and  credits  due  to  me.  To  Jane  PliiUips  £1.  My 
said  mother  to  be  my  sole  executrix ;  and  Phihp  Drew,  Samuel  Fox,  and  Thomas  EUiott  to  be 
my  overseers  and  trustees  ;  and  I  revoke  all  former  Wills. 

Witnesses  :  Jone  Longe,  James  Cooke,  James  Herbert,  Thomas  Grimes. 

Will  proved  at  Bristol  by  the  mother  and  executrix,  38th  Feb.  1683. 
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PEDIGREE  II. 
PEDIGREE  OF  CHESTER  OF  BARTON  REGIS  AND  OF  LONDON. 

Arms. — As  of  Cliester  of  Bristol,  with  a  crescent  for  difference. 
Registers  not  specified  are  from  St.  Mary  Aldermary,  London  ;  t  fi'om  St.  Thomas  Apostle,  London. 


William  Chester  of  Bristol  White-tawer, 
2d  son  of  William  Chester,  Aid.  of  Bristol 
[see  Pedigree  I.)  ;  died  1  Jan.  1572-3  ;  bur, 
at  St.  James's,  Bristol,  3  Jan.    Will  1572. 


=j=Joan,  dau.  of  William  Horte  of  Wrington, 
CO.  Somerset ;  executrix  1573  ;  remar- 
ried   Wale  of  Bristol,  and  died 

widow,  1593.     Will  dated  14  Nov.  1592, 
and  proved  10  May  1593. 


William  Ches- 

Henry    Chester, 

=  Dorothy,  dau.  of 

Walter  Chester  of  Bris-=i 

=Elizabeth      dau.      of 

ter,    son     and 

brother  and  heu-, 

Thomas  Waall  of 

tol  and  Barton   Regis, 

Robert  Hamlyn  ;   ex- 

heir ;       marr. 

of  Barton  Regis, 

Bristol  ;      execu- 

Gent.,  brother  and  heir ; 

ecutrix  1641  ;  bur.  at 

Ellynor ;    died 

merchant  of  Bris- 

trix 1591. 

born     1553;     died    21 

St.    James's,   Bristol, 

before    1590. 

tol ;    died    1591. 

Sept.    1641,   aged   88  ; 

26  Dec.  1645,  aged  86. 

B.p. 

B.p.   Wmi591. 

bur.    at    St.    James's, 

Bristol,  27  Sept.  1G41. 

Will  1641. 

William  Chester,= 
son  and  heir,  of 
Bristol  and  Barton 
Regis,  Gent. ;  died 
1059;  bur.  at  St. 
Philip  and  St.  Jacob, 
Bristol.    WiU  1658. 


:Bridget,dau.of  John  Thomas,  bapt.  19  Joan  Chester,  bapt.=j=John  Raynes- 
Blount,  Esq.,  of  Nov.  1594 ;  bur.  22  24  Jan.  1595-6,  at  I  thorp,  mariner 
Barton  Regis;  ex-  May  1602,  at  St.  St.  James's,  Bristol ;  |  of  Bristol  ;  wi- 
ecutrix  1659.  James's,  Bristol.  wife     1020  ;     dead  I  dower  1658. 

1041. 


Walter  Ches-= 
ter,  son  and 
heir,  of  Ma- 
ton,  CO.  Wore. 
Gent.  1658. 


Mary,        Elizabeth,     born  Bridget,       marr.  Alexander,  marr. 

widow       1620 ;    marr.  .  .  .  Thomas  Smith  of  Thomas    Harris, 

1614.         Hicks ;  deadl658.  Bristol,  and  died  Sheriff  of  Bristol 

I  before  1659.  1655. 


William   Ches-  Rowland,     liv-     Bridget,  nu 

ter,  of  Barton  ing  1658  ;  died     marr.  1683. 

Regis,     living  unmarr.  before 

1658  ;  (Ued  un-  1683. 

married     Jan. 

1683-4.      Will  I 


Rosiua,  uu- 
marr.  1683. 


Thomas  Chester, 
son  and  heu', 
bapt.  21  AprU 
1648;  died  un- 
marr. 1676. 


Mary       Chester,     Jane 
bapt.     19     Nov.     bapt.     10      Nov. 
1650  ;     married,     1652  ;   wife  1677, 
by  license   dated     1688;     executrix 
19    Feb.   1672-3,     2  July  1688. 
John  Stone, Gent, 
of     St.    Thomas 
Apostle,  London. 


Chester,=f=George  Macker- 
uess. 
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John      Chester,       James         Chester,  Thomas    Chester     Elizaheth,     wife     Mary  Chester,  marr. 

twin  with  James;      hapt.  at  St.  James's,  of  Bristol;    died     1591  of  Sadler  of     at  St.  John's,  Bristol, 

died  young.              Bristol,    29    March  unmarr.  1599.          Newport.                  4  Jan.  1573-4,  Robert 

1.559  ;  aijprentice  in  Prince,  Merchant  of 

London  1588;  died  Bristol. 

uumarv.  1594. 


Walter  Cheater,   Citi-^Jane,   dan.   of  Rohert 


zcn  and  Merchant  Tay- 

Myhie, Merchant  Tay- 

lor of  London  ;  bapt. 

lor   of   Loudon  ;    died 

12  July  1593,   at  St. 

widow;   bur.  30   May 

James's,  Bristol ;    en- 

1660. 

tered  his  pedigi-ee  in 

theVis.ofLondonl634; 

buried    at  St.     Mary 

Aldermary,      London, 

12   Oct.  1648.      Wm 

1G18. 

Walter  Chester, 
bapt.  17  Dec. 
lC20;t     diedun- 


Thomas  Chester,  Citizen^ 
and  Merchant  Taylor  of 
London  ;  bapt.  28  Dec. 
1622;  captain  of  Train 
Bands  ;  died  1C70.  Will 
dated  18  June  ;  proved 
8  Sept.  1670. 


=Mary,  dau.  and  heu-  of 
Thomas  and  Phillis  Dor- 
bar,  of  St.  Thomas  Ap- 
ostle, London  ;  bapt. 
14Feb.  1629-80  ;f  man-. 
22  April  1647  ;  died 
widow.  Will  dated  24 
April ;  proved  2  June 
1077. 


Mary  Chester, 
bapt.  17  July 
1625;  biu-.  1 
Fob.  1630-1. t 


Charles  Ches- 
ter, born  30 
June  ;  bapt. 
10  July  1634. 


riiillis,    bapt.  27 
Juu.  1654-5 ;   ad- 
mix. 9  July  1677; 
died     nnmarr. 
1682. 

Anne,  bapt.  21 
Jan.  1650-7  ;  bur. 
7  Oct.  1605. 


Walter,  bapt.  18  Charies   Chester,  Frances,  bapt.  18     Robert    Chester. 

F(ib.  1658-9  ;  died  brother  and  heir.  May   1665  ;     un-     brother  and  heir  ; 

young.  bapt.  2Ain-il  1660;  marr.  1677  ;  wife     died  unmar.  1688, 

admor.    6     Nov.  1687  of  Leonard    Will  1087. 

Sarah,    bapt.    23  1682  ;     died  un-  Greene. 

M.ny  1602  ;   bur.  marr. 
10  Oct.  1663. 
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CHAPTEE  IV. 

The  Chesters  of  St.  Mary  Alder mary,  London. 

Walter  Chester,  the  second  son  of  Walter  Chester  of  BartonKegis  by  Elizabeth 
Hamlpi,  was  apprenticed  for  eight  years  in  September  IGll  to  Kobert  Mylne, 
Citizen  and  Merchant  Taylor  of  London.  (19)  When  the  term  of  his  servitude 
expired  he  was  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  London  by  the  Merchant  Taylors' 
Company,  and  married  his  master's  daughter  Jane.  lie  resided  after  his  marriage 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Aldermary,  where  all  his  children,  except  the  eldest,  were 
baptized.  (34)  He  entered  his  pedigree  at  the  Visitation  of  London  in  1634,  when 
the  arms  of  the  Chesters  of  Bristol  were  allowed  to  him.  (27) 

PEDIGREE  or  CHESTER  FROM  VISITATION  OF  LONDON,  1031. 

Walter  Chester,    Draper,=j=Elizabetli,  clau.  of  Robert 
of  Bristol.  I  Hamlyn  of  Bristol. 


William  Chester,  1st  Walter  Chester,  2d= 
son,  of  Barton  Ro-  son,  Citizen  and 
gis,  CO,  Glouc.  Merchant     Taylor 

of  London,  1034. 


=Jane,  dau.  of 
Thomas  Mylne 
of  London. 


Walter,  1st  son.  Thomas,  2d  Bon. 

(Signed)  Walter  Chester. 

He  died  in  October  1648,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Mary  Aldermary  on  12th  Oct.  (34) 

Walter  Chkster,  Citizen  and  Merchant  Taylor  of  London.     ^YiIL  dated  8d  Oct.  10-18. 

To  be  buried  iii  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  Aldermary,  London,  near  my  son  Walter,  and  £iW 
to  be  spent  on  my  biuial.  My  personal  estate  to  bo  divided  into  tlu-ee  parts,  one  part  to  my 
wife  Jane,  one  other  part  to  be  divided  between  my  sons  Thomas  and  Charles  Chester,  my 
son  Thomas  allowing  i'TOO  ah-eady  paid  to  him,  and  the  other  pai-t  to  be  applied  to  my  debts 
and  legacies.  To  my  sou  Charles  a  fiu-ther  legacy  of  £mO.  To  my  brother  William  Chester 
and  his  mfe  £10  for  mourning,  and  to  his  children  .f  ;20.  To  my  brother  John  Rainsthorp  .£5, 
and  to  his  cluldren  i'50,  as  my  sister  Kainsthorp  requested  me  before  she  died.    To  Dr.  GeU,* 

•  Bohert  GeU,  D.D.,  of  Pampisford,  Cambridgeshire,  was  sometime  Chaplain  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  He  was  related  to  Sir  John  GeU,  Bart.,  of  Hopton,  the  noted  Parliamentary  Colonel,  and 
Eoon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  was  presented  to  the  living  of  St.  Mary  Aldermary,  which  the 
loyal  Rector,  Mr.  Brown,  was  compelled  to  vacate.  Dr.  GeU  kept  this  preferment  untU  his  death,  and 
died  Rector  on  20th  March  1CG5,  (28)  when  he  was  buried  at  Pampisford.  It  appears  from  his  WUl  (which 
is  dated  22d  July  1061,  and  was  proved  in  C.P.C.  24th  Api-il  1065)  that  he  was  born  at  Frindsbury,  Kent, 
and  was  educated  at  Westminster  School,  where  he  was  one  of  the  King's  Scholars.  He  went  thence  to 
Cambridge,  where  he  was  Scholar  and  FeUow  of  Christ's  CoUege  above  twenty-seven  years.  He  married 
at  Pampisford,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  was  his  executrix ;  but  she  survived  her  husband  barely  three 
years ;  and  on  23d  Sept.  1608  administration  de  bonis  non  of  Dr.  GeU's  estate  was  granted  to  his 
only  child  Elizabeth  GeU  of  Pampisford,  spinster.    [37  Hyde  in  C.P.C] 
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Parson  of  St.  Mary  Aldeiinary,  ;£5.  To  tlie  poor  of  that  parish  i£10,  and  to  the  poor  of  St. 
James,  Bristol,  ;£10.  To  my  kmswoman  Mary  Holbrooke  ilO.  To  my  brother  Dorbar  and 
Ills  wife  40s.  each  for  a  ling.  Legacies  to  my  couaui  Mi-.  Hugh  Brown*  of  Biistol  and  to  my 
dau. -in-law  Mary  Chester.  To  my  grandson  Tliomas  Chester  my  great  gilt  bowl.  My  lands 
at  Rodcross  near  Bristol  were  settled  on  my  son's  marriage  on  liim  and  Ids  wife  in  reversion 
after  the  death  of  myself  and  my  wife.  To  my  son  Charles  Chester  the  Lin  called  the  Lamb 
at  Lafford's  Gate  near  Bristol  and  two  messuages  in  the  parish  of  Waltham,  Essex,  wliich  I 
bought  from  my  cousin  Anne  Prince  widow.  The  residue  to  be  divided  between  my  two  sons, 
whom  I  make  my  executors.  INIy  friend  Andrew  Beech,  draper,  and  my  cousin  Mr.  Abraham 
Haynes,  to  be  overseers  of  my  WUl. 

WiU  proved  by  Thos.  Chester  10th  Oct.  lGi8,  in  C.P.C.     [141  Esses.] 

Walter  Chester  had  issue  by  his  wife  Jane  Myhie  four  children,  two  of  whom 
died  young,  in  his  lifetime. 

I.  Walter  Chester  was  baptized  at  St.  Thomas  Apostle,  London,  17th  Dec. 
1620.  (34)  He  died  in  his  father's  lifetime  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was  buried 
at  St.  Mary  Aldermary  on  22d  Nov.  1G36.  (34) 

II.  Thojias  Chester,  eldest  surviving  son. 

III.  Mary  Chester  was  baptized  at  St.  Mary  Aldermary  17th  July  1625.  (34) 
She  died  at  the  age  of  five,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Thomas  Apostle  1st  Feb. 
1G30-1.  (34) 

IV.  Charles  Chester  was  born  on  30th  June,  and  was  baptized  at  St.  Mary 
Aldermaiy  on  10th  July  1634.  (34)  He  was  admitted  a  scholar  at  Merchant 
Taylors'  School  in  164:5,  (29)  and  survived  his  father;  but  I  have  found  no  further 
notice  of  him, 

Jane  Chester,  the  widow  of  Walter,  survived  her  husband  nearly  twelve 
years,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Mary  Aldermary  30th  May  1660.  (34)  She  died 
intestate,  and  letters  of  adnainistration  were  granted  to  her  son  Thomas  on  27th 
July  16G0. 

n. 

Thomas  Chester,  eldest  surviving  son  of  Walter,  was  baptized  at  St.  Mary 
Aldermary  28th  Dec.  1622,  (34)  and  was  free  of  the  Merchant  Taylors  of 
London  by  patrimony.  He  was  by  trade  a  draper,  and  was  a  captain  in  the  City 
Trainbands.  He  married  by  license,t  at  St.  Mary  Aldermary,  (34)  on  22d  April 
1647,  Mary,  the  only  daughter  of  Thomas  andPhillis  Dorbar,  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Thomas  Apostle,  when  his  father's  estate  at  Redcross,  near  Bristol,  was  settled  on 
him  and  his  wife  in  reversion.  He  died  in  1670,  leaving  seven  children,  who  were 
all  under  age,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Botolph's  without  Aldgate. 

•  Sec  note  f  .it  p.  23. 

t  Marriage  License,  from  the  Ueiiistnj  of  the  Bishop  of  Loiulon  ;  (25) 
1C17,    AprU  l.").   Thomas  Chester  of  St.  Mary  Aldermary,  Loudon,  Draper,  a  bachelor,  aged  about  24,  to 
marry  Mary  Dorbarr,  of  St.  Thomas  Apostle,  London,  spinster,  aged  about  17,  with  the  consent 
of  her  father  Thomas  Dorbarr,  Carpenter.    To  marry  at  St.  Mary  Aldermary,  or  at  Lambeth  in 
Surrey. 
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Thomas  Chester  of  St.  Botolpii  without  Aldgate,  London,  Citizen  and  Mebchant  Taylor. 
Will  dated  ISth  June  1070. 

Weak  and  sick  in  body.  My  personal  estate  to  be  divided  into  tbi-eo  parts,  of  wliicli  two 
parts  aro  to  go  to  my  vdfe  Mary,  wbom  I  make  my  sole  executrix,  and  tlio  other  part  to  be 
divided  between  my  cliildren,  who  are  all  under  age. 

Wm  proved  Stli  Sept.  1G70  by  tlie  widow  in  C.P.C.     [IIG  Perr.] 

Captain  Thomas  Chester  had  issue  by  his  wife,  Mary  Dorbarr,  ten  cliildren, 
all  of  whom,  except  the  youngest,  were  baptized  at  St.  Mary  Aldennary.  (34) 

I.  Tno:MAS  Chester,  son  and  heir. 

II.  Mary  Chester  was  baptized  on  19th  Nov.  1G50,  and  married  by  license,* 
dated  19th  Feb.  1672-3,  John  Stone,  gentleman,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas 
Apostle.     They  were  both  living  with  a  daughter  Mary  in  1677. 

III.  Jane  Chester  was  baptized  on  16th  Nov.  1652,  and  married  before  1677 
George  Mackerness.  They  were  both  living  in  1687  with  two  children,  Mary  and 
John,  and  proved  the  Will  of  Robert  Chester  on  2d  July  1688. 

IV.  Phillis  Chester  was  born  on  27th  Jan.  1654-5,  and  was  baptized  the  same 
day.  She  survived  her  mother,  and  had  a  grant  of  administration  de  bonis  non  to 
her  brother  Thomas  9th  July  1677.     She  died  unmarried  in  1682. 

V.  Anne  Chester  was  born  on  21st  Jan.  1656-7,  and  was  baptized  the  same  day. 
She  died  in  childhood  before  her  father,  and  was  buried  7th  Oct.  1665  at  St.  Mary 
Aldennary.  (34) 

VI.  Walter  Chester  was  born  on  6th  Feb.  1658-9,  and  was  baptized  on  18th 
Feb.  following.  (34)     He  died  in  childhood  in  his  mother's  lifetime. 

VII.  Charles  Chester  was  the  eldest  surviving  son  of  his  mother  in  1667. 

VIII.  Sarah  Chester  was  born  on  7th  May  1662,  and  was  baptized  on  23d 
May  following.  (34)     She  died  an  infant,  and  was  buried  10th  Oct.  1663.  (34) 

IX.  Frances  Chester  was  born  on  7th  May  1665,  and  was  baptized  on  18th 
May  following.  (34)  She  was  unmarried  in  1677,  but  in  1687  was  the  wife  of 
Leonard  Greene. 

X.  Robert  Chester,  the  only  surviving  son  in  1687. 

Mary  Chester,  the  widow  of  Thomas,  removed  after  her  husband's  death  into 
the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Whltechapel,  where  she  died  in  May  1677.  Out  of  her  ten 
children  only  two  sons  and  three  daughters  survi\ed  her. 

Mahy  Chester,  of  St.  Mary's,  Whitechapel,  widow.     Will  dated  24th  April  1077. 

To  my  daughters  Phillis  and  Frances  Chester  the  rents  and  profits  of  my  houses  and 
tenements  in  BeU  Alley,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Stephen's,  Coleman  Street,  London,  upon  trust 
for  my  mother  PhiUis  Dorbarr  during  her  life,  and  after  her  death  to   themselves  absolutely. 

*  Maniaije  License  from  the  Vicar-General's  Eerjistry  :  (25) 
1672-3,  Feb.  19.  Jolin  Stone  of  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas  Apostle,  London,  Gent.,  bachelor,  about  23  years 
old,  to  marry  Jlr.s.  Mary  Chester  of  St.  JLiry's,  Whitechapel,  spr.,  aged  about  20,  with  the  consent 
of  her  mother  Mary  Chester,  of  Whitechapel,  Widow.     To  marry  at  Stepney,  or  St.  Botolph'g, 
Aldgate,  or  at  Bow. 
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To  my  said  daughters  Pliillis  and  Frances  Chester  my  premises  in  the  Tower  Eoyal,  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Tliomas  Apostle.  To  my  son  Piobort  Chester  certain  other  premises  in  St.  Stephen's, 
Coleman  Street,  out  of  the  rents  of  which  £o  p.  a.  is  to  be  paid  to  my  daugliter  Mary  Stone  for 
her  separate  use,  until  my  son  Robert  comes  of  age. 

To  my  son  Charles  Chester  my  silver  cup,  gold  ring,  &c.  To  my  daughter  PhiUis  my  silver 
plate  marked  T.  C.  and  engi'aved  with  my  late  husband's  coat  of  arms.  If  my  executors  recover 
any  money  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  East  India  Company,  I  give  ^£100  of  it  to  my  said 
son  Robert  Cliester,  .i'lO  to  my  daughter  Jane  Mackerness,  40  shillings  to  her  daughter  Mary, 
40  shillings  to  my  granddaughter  Mary  Stone,  and  40  shillings  to  Margaret  Gibson. 

The  residue  of  my  estate  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  said  children  Phillis,  Charles, 
Frances,and  Robert  Chester.  My  friends  Mr.  PMlip  Evans  and  Mr.  John  Lendop  to  be  my 
executors. 

Will  proved  2d  Juno  1GT7,  in  the  Commissary  Com-t  of  London. 

III. 

Thomas  Chester,  the  son  and  heir  of  Captain  Thomas  Chester,  Merchant 
Taylor  of  London,  by  PhilHs  Dorbarr,  was  bajjtized  at  St.  Mary  Aldermary  on  21,st 
April  1C48,  (34)  and  died  unmarried  in  1G7G,  in  the  Hfetime  of  liis  mother,  who 
administered  to  his  estate  on  11th  Oct.  1676. 

IV. 

Charles  Chester,  brother  and  heir  of  Thomas,  was  born  on  2d  April  1660,  and 
was  baptized  the  same  day  at  St.  Mary  Aldermary.  (34)  He  survived  his  sister 
Phillis,  and  took  out  letters  of  administration  de  bonis  non  to  their  brother  Thomas 
on  6th  Nov.  1682.    But  it  would  seem  that  he  died  unmarried  before  1687. 

V. 

Egbert  Chester,  the  youngest  child  and  last  surviving  son  of  Captain  Thomas 
Chester,  was  still  under  age  when  his  mother  died  in  May  1677.  He  died  un- 
married in  June  1688,  when  the  male  descendants  of  Walter  Chester  of  London 
became  extinct. 

Robert  Chester,  late  of  St.  Martin's  Outwioh,  London,  but  at  his  death  and  for  thi-ee 
montlis  before  of  St.  Mary's,  Whitechapel.     Noncupative  Will  dated  17th  April  1087. 

To  my  sister  Frances,  wife  of  Leonard  Greene,  20  shiUiugs.  To  my  cousins  Blary  and  John 
Mackerness,  children  of  my  sister  Jane,  each  a  ring.  The  residue  to  my  brother  and  sister 
George  and  Jane  Mackerness,  whom  I  make  my  executors. 

Will  proved  2d  July  IGbb,  in  the  Commissary  Court  of  London. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  Chesters  of  Almondshury  and  Knole. 

Thomas  Chester,  the  thii-d  son  of  Alderman  William  Chester  by  his  first  wife, 
was  about  30  years  old  when  his  father  died  in  1558.  He  was,  like  his  fatker  and 
brothers,  a  leading  merchant  of  Bristol,  but  from  his  greater  energy  and  abilities 
was  by  far  the  most  prosperous  and  conspicuous  of  his  family.  He  was  Sheriff  of 
Bristol  in  1559,  the  year  after  his  father's  death,  and  was  elected  M.P.  for  his  native 
city  in  15(37.  (13)  He  was  then  already  a  great  landowner,  for  he  had  purchased 
in  the  preceding  year  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Barton  Regis  outside  the  gates 
of  Bristol.  This  estate  comprised  extensive  woods,  forming  part  of  Kingswood 
Chase,  and  abounded  with  coal-mines  and  clay-pits.  It  had  always  belonged  to 
personages  of  the  first  distinction,  and  was  sold  by  the  Crown  to  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke in  1553  for  7000Z.  (14)  It  passed  from  the  Earl  to  Sir  Maurice  Dennys,  Kt., 
of  Pucklechm-ch,  who  died  seised  of  this  manor  and  hundred  about  Christmas  1562. 
He  dii-ected  by  his  Will  (which  is  dated  20th  Oct.  1562,  and  was  proved  on  9th  Feb. 
1562-3)  that  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Barton  Regis,  together  with  his  manor  of 
Olveston,  in  the  same  county,  and  his  estates  in  Kent,  should  be  sold  by  his  wife  and 
executrix,  Dame  Ehzabeth  Dennys,  and  that  the  proceeds  should  be  applied  in  pay- 
ment of  his  debts  and  legacies,  and  especially  of  a  debt  of  2200^.,  for  which  his  manor 
of  Siston  in  Gloucestershire  had  been  mortgaged  on  1st  Feb.  1559-60  to  Rowland 
Haward,  Alderman  of  London,  and  Francis  Bower,  Citizen  and  Grocer.  Sir  Maurice 
Dennys  left  no  issue,  and,  subject  to  the  life  estate  of  his  widow,  he  made  his 
nephew  Richard  Dennys,  the  eldest  son  of  his  brother  Sir  Walter,  his  principal  heir ; 
for  the  manors  of  Siston  and  Pucklechurch  were  devised  to  him  in  tail  male 
after  the  death  of  Dame  Elizabeth.  She  died  soon  after  her  husband  without 
having  executed  the  trust  for  the  sale  of  his  Gloucestershire  estates,  and  the 
manor  and  hundred  of  Barton  were  conveyed  by  Richard  Dennys  of  Pucklechurch 
to  Thomas  Chester  in  the  eighth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign.  It  seems 
that  a  match  between  the  two  families  formed  part  of  the  bargain  ;  for  William 
Chester,  the  heir  of  the  piu-chaser,  was  contracted  by  his  father  to  marry  Kathe- 
rine  Dennys,  the  infant  daughter  of  the  vendor,  and  the  manor  of  Barton  has 
ever  since  formed  part  of  the  inheritance  of  their  descendants.  Chester  was 
Mayor  of  Bristol  in  1569,  and  in  the  same  year  purchased  from  the  corporation 
the  site  of  the  suppressed  house  of  the  AVhite  Friars  in  the  parish  of  St,  Augustine 
the  Less,  which  is  now  occupied  by  Colston's  School  and  Hospital.  (8)  About 
the  same  time  he  acquired  another  estate  ia  Gloucestershire  of  still  greater  value, 
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for  he  pnrcliased  from  Sir  Henry  D'Ai-cy,  in  the  11th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the 
manor  of  Ahnondsbury  with  lands  adjoining  in  Alveston.  This  manor  had  belonged 
to  the  great  Abbey  of  St.  Angustine's  at  Bristol  from  the  time  of  its  foundation  by 
Robert  Fitz-Harding  in  1148,  and  was  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  in  1545  to  the 
notorious  Sir  ISIiles  Partridge,  on  whose  execution  in  1552  it  reverted  to  the  Crown. 
It  was  purchased  in  1553  by  Sir  Arthur  D'Arcy,  whose  son  Henry  had  livery  of 
this  inheritance  in  1559,  and  sold  it  ten  years  afterwards  to  Thomas  Chester.  (30) 
He  or  his  heir  built  a  mansion  here  called  Knole  Park,  which  has  been  ever  since 
the  priucipal  residence  of  his  descendants.  The  acquisition  of  these  estates  gave 
him  great  influence  in  the  county  of  Gloucester;  and  when  Sir  Giles  Bruges 
succeeded  to  the  Barony  of  Chandos  in  1573,  Chester  was  elected  one  of  the 
Knights  of  the  shire  in  his  place.  (13) 

Chester  was  High  Sheriff  of  Gloucestershire  in  1577,  but  he  did  not  allow  his 
rank  as  a  great  landowner  to  interfere  with  his  business  as  a  merchant  of  Bristol. 
He  was  in  1577  one  of  the  four  merchants  of  Bristol  who  contributed  251.  each  to 
the  second  voyage  of  ilartin  Frobisher  to  the  East  Indies,  China,  and  Cathay  in 
search  of  the  North- West  passage.  (32)  Frobisher  retiorned  from  his  second  voyage 
in  Sept.  1577,  when  his  ship,  the  Ayde,  discharged  its  cargo  in  the  King's  Roads 
at  Bristol.  She  brought  130  tons  of  ore,  which  was  so  hard  that  it  struck  foe  like 
a  flint,  and  was  judged  from  its  weight  to  be  very  rich  and  full  of  gold.  But 
when  the  assay  was  made  in  Bristol  Castle  and  at  the  London  Mint,  it  was  found 
not  to  be  worth  the  cost  of  refining.  The  adventm'ers  therefore  lost  their  money ; 
and  it  is  significant  that  Chester's  name  is  not  to  be  found  amongst  the  contributors 
to  Frobisher's  third  expedition  in  the  next  year,  which  was  as  unremunerative  as 
the  last  had  been.  I  turn  aside  to  mention  an  incident  which  was  witnessed  by 
Chester  and  his  friends  at  Bristol.  The  crew  of  the  Ayde  brought  home  %vith  them 
a  family  of  Greenlanders  or  Esquimaux.  The  man  called  himself  CaUicho  or  Cally 
Chough,  and  his  wife  Ignorth,  and  they  had  a  young  child.  They  are  described  in 
the  annals  of  Bristol  as  '  savage  people,  clothed  in  stags'  skins,  wearing  neither 
linen  nor  woollen,  and  feeding  on  raw  flesh  without  bread  or  vegetables.  The 
woman  suckled  her  child  behind  her  back,  casting  her  breasts  over  her  shoulders.' 
The  man  had  brought  his  boat  with  him,  which  was  made  of  skins,  and  about  four- 
teen feet  long.  It  was  in  shape  like  a  large  barge  or  trough,  but  sharp  at  both 
ends,  with  one  round  place  in  the  centre  to  sit  in.  On  9th  Oct.  1577  he  amused 
the  citizens  of  Bristol  by  rowing  this  boat  up  and  down  the  river  at  the  back  of 
the  city ;  and  as  he  rowed  up  and  down  he  killed  with  his  dart  a  couple  of  ducks, 
and  when  he  had  done  rowing  caiTied  away  the  boat  on  his  back  through  the 
marsh.  It  was  intended  that  these  poor  natives  should  be  instructed  in  English  to 
qualify  them  to  act  as  interpreters  in  a  future  voyage ;  but  the  climate  or  diet  of 
Bristol  did  not  agree  with  them,  and  they  all  three  died  within  the  next  month.  (33) 
Chester  was  in  his  old  age  a  considerable  benefactor  to  the  charities  of  his 
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native  city  of  Bristol,  for  he  conveyed,  by  deed  of  gift  dated  18tli  June,  24th  EHz. 
(1582),  two  houses  in  St.  James's  Back  to  the  Corporation,  upon  trust,  to  pay  for 
ever  out  of  the  rents  thereof  7/.  16«.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St. 
John  Baptist,  and  40s.  per  annum  to  ))oor  prisoners  in  Bridewell,  and  one  shilling 
a  quarter  to  the  Almshouses  in  St.  James's  Back,  which  had  been  founded  and 
endowed  by  his  father,  AVilliam  Chester.  In  consideration  of  this  gift  the  Corpora- 
tion entered  into  a  covenant  that  Chester  should  never  thereafter  be  constrained  to 
take  upon  him  the  office  of  the  Mayor  of  the  city.  (8) 

He  retained,  however,  his  Alderman's  gown  until  his  death,  and  would  seem  to 
have  died  of  some  prevailing  epidemic,  for  it  is  recorded  that  he  was  one  of  three* 
Aldermen  who  died  in  the  same  week  and  lay  unburied  at  the  same  time.  He  was 
buried  at  St.  James's,  Bristol,  24th  Sept.  1583,  (20) 

Thomas  Chester,  Aldermam  of  Bristol.    Will  dated  18tli  Sept.  1377. 

To  be  buried  at  the  discretion  of  my  overseers.  To  Katherine  my  wife  200  pounds,  to  be 
paid  witbin  six  montbs  after  my  death,  and  my  best  bason  and  ewer  of  silver  and  gylt,  one 
dozen  of  my  best  silver  spoones  witli  tlie  apposteUes  heads,  my  salt  with  the  alablaster  in  him 
which  is  well  wrought  and  gylt,  and  my  3  tankeres  of  sUver,  a  goblet  aU  gylt,  and  one  other 
goblett  parcel  gylt,  and  a  castiuge  bottle  all  gylt.  Also  duiing  her  lyfe  ^80  a  yeare  to  bo 
paid  her  £-20  every  quarter,  and  for  lacke  of  payment  she  may  distraine  uppon  all  my  landes 
for  the  same,  and  my  heu-e  shall  forfeyte  £5  at  every  time  she  is  not  paide  witliin  15  dales 
after  every  quarter.  Also  to  my  said  wife  my  house  I  dwell  in  during  her  widowe's  estate  with  all 
the  implements  thereunto  belonging,  and  the  best  fetherbed,  the  second  fetherbed,  and  two  other 
fetherbeds  with  twoe  flocke  beddhigs,  and  the  one  halfe  of  my  lyneu,  and  my  best  clothe  carpett 
bought  of  my  late  brother  Domyuick,  and  halfe  my  pewter  and  brasse ;  all  this  I  give  her  frankly 
and  with  all  my  harte,  and  she  to  have  the  use  of  aU  my  standing  beddes,  table  boordes,  di'aperie, 
and  all  other  necessaries,  &c.  in  the  house,  and  also  the  use  of  five  peeoes  of  arras  hangyng  in 
the  parloiu',  all  which  she  is  to  have  the  use  ofe  dui'ing  her  widdowe's  estate.  I  know  her  to 
be  of  a  good  natiu-e,  therefore  lett  her  have  it  quietly  as  my  mynde  and  will  is. 

To  my  daughter  Anne  ^400  to  be  paid  within  one  yeare  after  my  death ;  also  my  Kttle 
bason  and  ewer  of  sUver  bought  last  of  Edward  Chester,  and  one  of  my  best  boles  of  silver 
and  well  gylt  TOth  the  cover  which  I  bought  in  London,  the  uesto  together.  Also  my  lease 
of  the  Downs,  with  the  lease  of  the  tithing  to  the  same  house  belonging,  which  lease  of  the 
Downs  I  hold  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  and  the  tithing  I  bought  of  Mr.  ReveU.  Also  my  best  ringe 
with  a  gi'eene  stone. 

To  ]\Iary  Clicstcr  and  Aime  Chester,  ray  brother  Domynick's  daughters,  100  markes  each,  to 
be  paid  at  marriage  or  age  of  18.  To  Edward  Chester,  my  brother  Domynick's  sonne,  fiO 
at  21.  To  his  brother  Giles  Chester  i'40  at  21.  To  his  brother  Arthure  Chester  ^20.  To  his 
brother  Charles  Chester  i'20  if  he  comes  home  iu  safety.  To  Alice,  my  brother  Domynick's 
daughter,  100  markes  at  17  or  marriage. 

To  Thomas  Chester,  my  brother  "WUham's  sonne,  that  did  dwell  with  Robert  Prince,  ,f  10. 
To  Mary  Chester  and  Elizabeth  Chester,  my  brother  Wilham's  daughters,  ilO  each,  to  their 
owne  use,  and  not  to  then-  husbands'. 

To  Edward  Chester,  my  nephew,  £iO,  and  the  lease  of  a  shop.  To  James  Chester  my 
godsonne,  Edwarde  Chester's  sonne,  i'lO  at  21,  and  to  my  cozen  Edward  Chester's  daughter, 
Mary,  ilO  at  18. 

To  Amie  Smith,  my  wife's  daughter,  £10.    To  Anno  Smith,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Smith, 

*  The  other  two  Aldermen  were  Thomas  Kelke,  who  was  Sheriff  with  Chester  in  1559,  and  Mayor  in 
1573 ;  and  William  Tucker,  who  succeeded  Chester  as  Mayor  in  1570. 
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now  with  Mr.  Cole,  £'10  at  her  man-iage.  To  Joice  Spratt  ^£10  at  her  marriage.  To  Alice 
Eowlie  _i'20  on  the  dale  of  her  marriage.  To  Joane  Gronowe  £'5  within  two  yeares  of  my 
decease.  To  AViUiam  Lary  my  servant  i£10.  Item,  unto  one  huntb-ed  poore  houshoulders 
twee  shillinges  a  pece,  to  such  as  my  overseers  tliinketh  most  meete.  To  the  poore  in  St.  James's 
parisshe  £5.  To  the  poore  in  St.  Jone's  parishe  £2.  To  the  poore  in  Ratcliif  Tempoll  £5, 
and  of  St.  Thomas'  parishe  £5. 

To  John  Davyes  20s.  yerely  dui-ing  his  life.  To  Thomas  Westerley  my  servant  £-2.  To 
Ehzabeth  Bush,  widowe,  £2. 

The  rest  of  all  my  worldly  goods  unto  WiUiam  Chester  my  sonne,  whom  I  make  my  sole 
executor.     Sir  Eichard  Barkeley,*  Knight,  and  John  Roberts  to  be  my  overseers  of  my  Will. 

Witnesses :  Pdchard  Barkeley,  John  Roberts,  WiUiam  Lary. 

Will  proved  in  C.P.C.  9th  Feb.  1584-5,  by  Edward  Barker,  LL.B.,  proctor  for  William 
Chester,  executor. 

Thomas  Chester  of  Ahnondsbiuy  married  two  wives,  Agnes  and  Catherine  ;  but 
his  first  wife  was  the  mother  of  his  children,  and  '  Maistris  Chester'  was  buried  at 
St.  John's,  Bristol,  on  14th  Feb.  1567-8.  (31)  He  married  secondly  at  St.  Stephen's, 
Bristol,  on  2Gth  Sept.  1569,  Catherine,  daughter  of  James  Shejiherd,  merchant  of 
Bristol,  and  widow  of  Robert  Smith  of  that  city,  (26)  whose  sister  Mary  was  the 
wife  of  James  Chester  (see  p.  14).  Catherine  survived  her  second  husband  six 
years,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Stephen's,  Bristol,  on  6th  Oct.  1589.  (26) 

Thomas  Chester  had  issue  by  his  first  wife  three  children. 

I.  WiLLlAJl  Chester,  his  son  and  heir. 

II.  Edward  Chester,  died  unmarried  before  his  father. 

III.  Anne  Chester,  married  at  St.  John's,  Bristol,  on  24th  Nov.  1574,  John 
Caplin,  Esq.,  of  Southampton,  M.P.  for  Winchester,!  (31)  and  died  without  issue 
before  1623.  (is) 

II. 

WiLLlAJI  Chester,  the  only  surviving  son  of  Thomas  of  Almondsbury,  is  men- 
tioned in  his  grandfather's  Will  in  1558,  and  succeeded  to  all  his  fixther's  estates  in 
1584.  He  married  Katherine,  daughter  of  llichard  Dennys,  Esq.,  of  Pucklechurch, 
in  Gloucestershire,  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  John  St.  John,  Kt.  (35)  This  marriage 
considerably  adiled  to  his  social  position,  for  his  wife  was  related  to  the  Lords 
Berkeley  and  other  leading  families  in  Gloucestershire.  She  bore  Gules  a  bend 
Azure  between  three  leopards'  faces  Or,  jessant  fleurs-de-lys  of  the  second.  Chester 
was  the  first  of  his  family  who  was  not  a  merchant  of  Bristol.  He  fixed  his  resi- 
dence at  Knole,  in  the  parish  of  Almondsbury,  and  built  there  the  mansion  which 
is  still  the  seat  of  his  descendants.  Knole  Park  stands  on  the  brow  of  a  hill  two 
miles  from  the  Severn,  and  looks  over  the  river  into  Monmouthshire,  commanding 

•  Sir  Richard  Berkeley  of  Stoke  Gifford,  the  anccBtor  of  Lord  Botetom't,  was  knighted  at  Bristol  by 
Queen  Elizabeth  on  15th  Au<,'.  1571,  and  died  KiOl. 

f  John  Caplin  was  M.P.  for  Southampton  in  the  secoud  ParUament  of  Qneen  EUzaboth  1502-7,  and 
M.P.  for  Winchester  in  the  fourth  Parliament  of  the  same  reign  1573-83,  when  his  brother  Nichola» 
CopUn  Bftt  for  Southampton.  (13) 
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a  glorious  prospect  of  the  Welsh  hills.  Chester  was  High  Sheriff  of  Gloucester- 
shire ill  1592,  and  died  at  Knole  on  13th  Oct.  1607.  (36) 

The  usual  inquest  after  his  death  was  held  by  the  King's  Escheator  at  Cliipping 
Sodbury  on  IGth  Dec.  1607,  when  it  was  found  that  he  had  died,  on  13th  Oct.  last 
past,  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  of  the  manors  of  Almondsbury  and  Brokenborow 
in  the  parish  of  Almondsbury ;  and  also  of  the  manor,  Hundred,  and  Liberty  of  Bar- 
ton Regis,  near  Bristol ;  and  of  certain  woods  called  Barton  Woods,  parcel  of  the  said 
manor  of  Barton  Eegis,  and  of  all  the  coal-mines,  clay-pits,  and  tile-pits  in  the  same 
manor;  AND  ALSO  of  divers  lands,  pastures,  and  messuages  at  Tockington  in  the  parish 
of  Oulston  als.  Alveston,  formerly  belonging  to  the  late  dissolved  free  chapel  at  Tock- 
ington. And  that  all  the  said  premises  had  descended  as  of  right  to  Thomas 
Chester,  Esq.,  son  and  heir  of  the  deceased.  2,  That  the  manors  of  Almondsbury 
and  Brokenborow  were  held  of  the  King  in  capite  by  knight's  service  for  the  40tli 
part  of  one  knight's  fee,  and  were  worth  42Z.  yearly  beyond  all  reprises.  And  THAT 
the  said  manor  and  Hundred  and  Liberty  of  Barton  Regis  were  held  of  the  King  in 
capite  by  knight's  service,  and  were  worth  beyond  reprises  201.  yearly  ;  but  by  what 
part  of  a  knight's  fee  they  were  held,  the  jurors  knew  not.  And  that  the  afore- 
said premises  in  Alveston  were  held  of  the  King  as  of  his  manor  of  East  Greenwich, 
in  free  soccage  and  not  in  capite,  and  were  yearly  worth  beyond  reprises  3Z.  13s.  id. 
o.  That  Thomas  Chester,  the  sou  and  heir  of  the  deceased,  was  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death  aged  20  years  1  month  and  23  days,  and  that  his  mother  Katharine 
Chester,  late  wife  of  the  deceased,  was  living  his  widow  at  Almondsbury  on  the  day 
of  the  inquest.  (36) 

William  Chester  had  issue  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz. 

I.  Thomas  Chester,  his  son  and  heir. 

II.  William  Chester,  died  unmarried,  and  was  burled  at  Almondsbury,  18th 
Oct.  1638.  (39) 

HI.  Katharine  Chester,  married  on  18th  Sept.  1606  at  St.  James's,  Bristol, 
Philip  Langley,  Esq.,  of  Mangotsfield.  (20) 

IV.  Alice  Chester,  married  James  Percivall,  Esq.,  of  Weston  in  Gordano, 
Somersetshire,  (15)  and  had  issue  five  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  died  in  1 644, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Thomas  Percivall,  who  was  conspicuous  for  his  devo- 
tion to  the  Royal  cause  in  the  Civil  War.  His  manor-house  at  Weston  was  ransacked 
and  the  monuments  of  his  ancestors  in  the  church  were  defaced  by  the  Roundheads, 
who  compelled  him  to  compound  for  his  estate  by  payment  of  a  fine  of  258^.  He 
had  twice  the  honour  of  entertaining  Charles  II,  at  Weston,  and  died  in  1691.* 
The  Arms  of  Percivall  were,  Arijent  on  a  cldef  indented  Gules,  three  crosses  patee  of 
the  first. 

'  CoUinsou's  Jlistonj  uf  Somerset,  vol.  iii.  p.  172. 
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Thomas  Chester  II,,  son  and  heir  of  William  of  Knole  byKatharineDennis,  was 
born  on  21st  Sept.  1587,  (36)  and  was  therefore  still  under  age  when  his  father  died. 
He  was  a  ward  of  the  King,  and  by  the  custom  of  those  times  his  wardship  and 
marriage  were  purchased  from  the  Crown  by  Samuel  Backhouse,  Esq.,  of  Swallow- 
field  in  Berkshire,  for  the  purpose  of  mariying  him  to  one  of  his  daughters.  Chester 
married,  accordingly,  Anne  Backhouse,  the  daughter  of  his  guardian ;  but  she  died 
within  a  few  years,  leaving  an  only  daughter  of  her  own  name,  who  did  not  survive 
her  infancy.  Chester  married  secondly,  before  1G23,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir 
George  Speke,  Kt.,  of  White  Lackington  in  Somersetshire  ;  but  she  also  died  before 
him,  leaving  five  children.  He  was  High  Sheriff  of  Gloucestershire  in  1G17,  and 
with  his  cousin  Walter  Chester  of  Bristol  entered  the  pedigree  of  his  family  at  the 
Visitation  of  Gloucestershire  in  1623.  (15) 

Chester  was  getting  an  old  man  when  the  Civil  Wars  broke  out ;  but  he  was 
loyal  to  his  Sovereign,  and  took  an  active  part  in  raising  supplies  of  money  and 
men  for  the  King's  service.  His  loyalty  provoked  the  depredations  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary garrison  at  Bristol,  and  the  Governor  issued  a  warrant  on  10th  April  1643 
to  seize  Chester's  cattle  and  goods,  with  those  of  his  neighbours.  Sir  Robert  Poyntz 
of  Acton,  and  Captain  Veel  of  Alveston,  and  to  bring  them  into  Bristol.  (37) 
Three  months  afterwards  Bristol  surrendered  to  Prince  Rupert,  but  it  was  retaken 
in  September  1645  by  the  Parliamentary  forces,  when  the  estates  of  the  Royalists 
in  the  vicinity  were  sequestered.  Chester  was  one  of  the  sufferers,  and  took 
advantage  of  the  articles  of  surrender  to  compound  for  his  estate.  It  was  estimated 
at  S571.  p. a.,  with  91^.  17s.  p. a.  old  rents,  and  71.  p. a.  for  a  term  of  years,  and  was 
charged  with  801.  p. a.  for  one  life.  His  fine  was  fixed  by  the  House  of  Commons  on 
27th  Oct.  1646  at  1000/. ;  and  it  being  certified  to  the  House  on  10th  Nov.  following 
that  this  sum  had  been  duly  paid,  his  pardon  passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  Lords.  (38) 

He  died  intestate  and  a  widower  seven  years  afterwards,  and  was  buried  at 
Alraondsbuiy  24th  Nov.  1653.  Letters  of  administration  to  his  estate  were  granted 
on  10th  Sept.  1658  to  his  daughter  Elizabeth. 

Thomas  Chester  had  issue  by  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Speke,  five  children, 
four  sons  and  a  daughter : 

I.  Elizabeth  Chester  was  born  in  or  just  before  1623,  and  was  the  wife  or 
widow  of .  .  .  Full  wood  in  Sept.  1658. 

IL  Thomas  Chester,  son  and  heir. 

IH.  WHjLIAM  Chester  died  unmarried,  and  was  buried  at  Almondsbury  6th 
Oct.  1675.  (39) 

IV.  DOMINICK  Chester  died  unmarried,  and  was  buried  at  Almondsbury  19tli 
March  1669-70.  (39) 

V.  George  Chester  died  unmarried,  and  was  buried  at  Almondsbury  22d 
Sept.  1685.  (39) 
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IV. 

Thomas  Chester  III.,  the  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Chester  II.  of  Knole  by  Ehza- 
beth  Speke,  was  born  about  1624,  and  succeeded  to  the  family  estates  on  his  father's 
death  in  1053.  He  married  at  St.  Vedast's  Church,  Foster  Lane,  London,  on  12th 
Jan.  1654-5,  Ehzabeth,  youngest  daughter  of  Sir  John  Howe,  Bart.,  of  Little 
Compton  in  Gloucestershire,  (40)  by  Bridget,  daughter  of  Thomas  Rich,  Esq.,  of 
North  Cerney,  a  Master  in  Chancery.  Elizabeth  was  born  21st  Dec.  1633,  and  was 
the  seventh  child  of  her  parents,  who  were  married  on  28th  July  1620.  Her  brother 
John  was  the  lineal  ancestor  of  the  Viscounts  Howe  in  the  peerage  of  Ireland,  and 
of  the  celebrated  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  K.G.  (41) 

Chester  was  after  the  Restoration  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Deputy-Lieutenant, 
and  held  for  many  years  the  office  of  Vice- Admiral  in  Gloucestershire,  which  was 
usually  filled  by  a  personage  of  local  distinction.  (42)  He  was  buried  at  Almondsbury 
on  26th  Feb.  1686-7.  (39) 

Thomas  Chester  or  Knoll,  in  the  parish  of  Almondsbury,  co.  Gloucester.  Will  dated  2d 
Feb.  1680-7. 

Sick  iu  bod}'.  To  my  very  good  Mends  Cbi-istoplier  Cole,  Esq.,  Clayton  Milbourne,  Esq., 
Thomas  Burnell,  Gent.,  and  Richard  Hawksworth,  Gent.,  and  their  heirs,  all  my  manor  and 
himdi-ed  of  Barton  Regis,  near  Bristol,  and  all  my  other  lands  there  and  in  the  parish  of  St. 
rhUip  and  Jacob,  Bristol ;  and  also  my  six  tenements  at  Easter  Compton  in  Gloucestershire,  now 
or  late  iu  the  several  tenures  of  Stephen  Hollister,  John  Weasby,  John  HolUster,  Thomas 
Hucknoll,  John  Barrett,  and  Robert  Croome ;  and  also  all  my  tenements  in  the  Marsh  iu  the 
parish  of  Almondsbury  in  the  several  tenures  of  William  -Baker,  Ralph  Baker,  Edward  Edwards, 
and  James  Hollister,  with  all  my  other  lands  in  Easter  Compton  and  the  said  Marsh,  uroN 
TRUST  to  raise  sufficient  money,  by  sale  or  mortgage  of  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  to  pay 
all  my  own  proper  debts  which  shall  be  owing  at  the  time  of  my  death. 

To  the  same  trustees  all  my  manors  of  Almondsbmy  and  Brokenborow  and  my  lands  in 
Almondsbury,  upon  trust  to  provide  out  of  the  rents  a  convenient  maintenance  for  my  son 
until  he  be  21  or  marry,  and  for  my  three  unmarried  daughters,  until  their  portions  be  paid, 
and  subject  thereto,  upon  trust  when  my  son  Thomas  Chester  is  21  or  marries,  to  convey  all  the 
said  manors,  lands,  and  tenements  to  my  said  son  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  in  fee  tail,  with 
remainder  to  my  four  daughters  and  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  in  fee  tail,  remainder  to  my  own 
right  heii's.  And  when  my  son  mai-iies,  my  said  trustees  are  empowered  to  make  a  jointure  to 
his  wife  proportionate  in  value  to  her  portion,  and  to  make  pro\-ision  for  liis  female  issue  in  case 
he  has  no  sons. 

My  loving  wdfe  Elizabeth,  if  she  remains  sole  and  my  widow,  to  enjoy  my  capital  mansion 
house  at  Knoll  and  all  my  park  there  until  my  son  be  married ;  but  if  she  marry  again,  or 
neglect  to  educate  and  maintain  my  three  daughters,  Bridget,  Anne,  and  Catherine,  then  my 
trustees  are  to  dispose  of  the  said  mansion  and  park  (until  my  son  marries)  as  they  shall  think 
fit  for  the  benefit  of  my  three  daughters.  But  if  my  wife  to  further  my  sou  in  marriage  relinquish 
any  part  of  her  jointure  in  jUmqudsbury,  then  the  trustees  are  to  make  compensation  to  her 
out  of  my  manor  of  Barton  Regis  and  the  '  colemines.' 

To  my  said  wife  my  coach  and  coach-horses  and  all  my  harness,  &o.  To  each  of  my  said 
three  daughters  ilOOO  each,  to  be  paid  at  21  or  marriage.  To  Mrs.  Anne  Guillim  ilOO.  To 
my  wife  and  cliildren  and  Mrs.  Guillim  money  for  mourning.  If  any  of  my  daughters  die 
before  21  or  maniage,  then  her  portion  is  to  be  divided  between  her  sisters,  including  my 
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(laughter  Elizabetli,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Burnell.  But  if  they  all  die,  then  the  portions  of  two 
of  them  are  to  sink  into  my  estate,  and  the  portion  of  the  last  dying  is  to  go  to  my  daughter 
Burnell. 

To  my  said  trustees  all  my  personal  effects  (except  household  stuff  and  plate)  xipon  tnist  to 
pay  my  funeral  expenses  and  debts,  and  to  pay  to  each  of  themselves  £5,  and  to  pay  the 
overplus  (if  any)  to  my  son  Thomas  Chester.  To  my  said  son  the  following  silver  plate,  viz. 
one  large  gossip's  bowle,  one  large  bason,  one  large  cupp  with  the  cover,  two  candlesticks, 
two  plates,  ten  spoons,  two  tankards,  two  tumblers,  one  long  beaker,  four  saucers,  six  salts, 
one  sugar-caster,  one  pepper-box,  one  snuffers  and  dish,  and  four  forks.  The  rest  of  my 
silver  to  be  divided  equally  between  my  four  daughters. 

To  my  wife  =£100.  The  residue  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner  for  the  time  being 
of  my  mansion  house  at  Kuowle.     INIy  said  trustees  to  be  my  executors. 

Witnesses:  John  Coldingham,  Matthew  Coldingham,  Samuel  Tysen,  and  Henry  Wasborow. 

Will  proved  in  C.P.C.  17th  March  168G-7,  by  the  thi-ee  executors.     [37  Foot.] 

Thomas  Chester  III.  of  Knole  had  issue  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Howe,  five  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  four  daughters,  viz. 

I.  Elizabeth  Chester  was  born  in  165(j,  and  married,  in  her  father's  lifetime, 
Thomas  Burnell,  Esq.,  of  Brimsham  in  Gloucestershire,  who  was  one  of  the  executors 
and  trustees  of  his  father-in-law's  Will.  He  had  no  issue  by  his  wife,  whom  he 
outlived ;  and  being  the  last  survivor  of  his  family,  he  devised  the  Manor  of  Brims- 
ham  to  his  brother-in-law,  Thomas  Chester  IV.  of  Knole.  (14) 

II.  Bridget  Chester  married,  after  her  father's  death,  Thomas  Holworthy, 
Esq.,  of  Rowberrow  in  Somersetshire,  and  died  on  Gth  Nov.  1736,  aged  79. 

III.  A\XE  Chester  was  under  age  when  her  father  died,  and  died  unmarried. 

IV.  Katharine  Chester  married  at  Almondsbury,  on  2(;th  Jan.  1700-], 
Edward  Freeman,  Esq.,  of  Clifton,  attorney-at-law.  (43) 

V.  Thojias  Chester,  son  and  heir. 

V. 

Thomas  Chester  IV.,  the  only  son  of  Thomas  Chester  HI.  of  Knole  by  Elizabeth 
Howe,  was  born  in  1G68,  and  was  an  undergraduate  at  Oxford  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death.  He  had  matriculated  at  Merton  College  on  12th  Mai-ch  1G85-6, 
when  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  ;  (25)  but  his  father's  death  liberated  him  from 
control,  and  he  left  the  University  without  taking  a  degree.  He  married  Anne, 
third  daughter  of  Sir  Samuel  Astry,  Kt.,  of  Henbury  in  Gloucestershire,  who  was 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  twenty-seven  years,  and  acquired  the  Henbury 
estate  by  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  the  only  child  of  George  Morse,  Esq.,  of  that 
place.  Sir  Samuel  gave  his  daughter  6000^.  on  her  marriage,  and  her  eldest  son 
eventually  inherited  one-fourth  part  of  the  Astry  estates ;  for  Mrs.  Chester  and  her 
husband  both  died  in  the  lifetime  of  her  father,  who  died  on  25th  Sept.  1704;  and 
when  his  only  surviving  son,  St.  John  Astry  died  unmarried  on  21st  Nov.  1712,  his 
tln-ee  surviving  sisters  and  his  nephew,  Thomas  Chester  V.,  were  his  coheirs.  (44) 
{See  pedigree  of  Astry  in  Chapter  VI.) 
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Chester  was  High  Sheriff  of  Gloucestershire  in  1699,  and  died  at  the  age  of  36 ; 
for  he  was  buried  at  Ahnondsbury  on  2Gth  Feb.  1704-5.  (43)  His  wife  had  died 
in  childbed  eighteen  months  before ;  and  was  buried  at  Almondsbury  on  Hth  Aug. 
1703.  (43) 

Thomas  Chester  IV.  of  Knole  had  issue  by  his  wife,  Anne  Astry,  eight  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  three  daughters,  who  were  all  baptized  at  Almondsbury.  (43) 

I.  Elizabeth  Chester,  afterwards  Lady  Cann,  of  whom  hereinafter,  and  from 
whom  the  present  owner  of  Knole  is  lineally  descended. 

II.  Thomas  Chester,  son  and  heir. 

III.  Anne  Chester  was  baptized  on  25tli  May  1697,  and  was  buried  on  16th 
March  following.  (43) 

IV.  William  Chester  was  born  on  28th  April  1698,  and  was  baptized  on 
30th  June.  (43)  He  was  a  solicitor  in  Chancery,  and  had  chambers  at  New  Inn 
in  the  Strand.     He  died  unmarried  1st  July  1728.  (45) 

V.  KiCHARD  Howe  Chester,  of  whom  hereinafter,  was  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Bromley  Chester  of  Knole,  who  succeeded  in  1763  to  the  estates  of  her  uncle 
Thomas  Chester  V. 

VI.  Charles  Chester  was  born  on  13th  Feb.  1701-2,  and  was  baptized  on  14th 
Feb.  (43)     He  died  unmarried  22d  March  1730.  (45) 

VII.  St.  John  Astry  Chester  was  born  on  27th  June  1702,  and  was  baptized 
on  1st  July,  when  he  was  the  godson  of  his  mother's  only  surviving  brother.  (43) 
He  matriculated  at  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  2d  July  1719,  (25)  where  he  graduated 
B.A.  13th  July  1723,  and  M.A.  lOtli  Nov.  1727.  He  entered  Holy  Orders, 
and  dying  unmarried  in  London  was  buried  at  St.  Andrew's,  Ilolborn,  on  1st  Nov. 
1728.  (40) 

VIII.  Anne  Chester  was  baptized  on  2d  Aug.  1703,  and  was  buried  on  the 
next  day.  (43) 

VI. 

Thomas  Chester  V.,  the  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Chester  IV.  of  Knole  by  Anne 
Astry,  was  born  on  2d  May  1696,  and  was  therefore  a  boy  of  seven  when  his  father 
died.  He  matriculated  at  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  lOth  May  1713;  (25)  but,  like  his 
father,  he  did  not  care  to  take  his  degree.  He  married,  on  25th  Sept.l721,Lady  Sarah 
Harriett  Howard,  daughter  of  Henry  sixth  Earl  of  Suffolk ;  (46)  but  she  died  without 
issue  six  months  afterwards,  and  was  buried  at  Almondsbmy  on  6th  April  1722.  (43) 

Chester  was  elected,  on  17th  Jan.  1727,  M.P.  for  the  city  of  Gloucester  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  Snell,  and  was  again  chosen  at  the  general  election  in  1728  ;  but  the 
Sheriff  made  a  double  return,  and  Chester  resigned  his  seat  to  avoid  the  risk  and 
expense  of  a  scrutiny.  He  had,  however,  acquitted  himself  so  well  in  Parliament 
that  he  was  returned  without  opposition  in  1734  as  one  of  the  knights  of  the 
shire.  He  represented  Gloucestershire  in  five  successive  Parliaments,  during  a 
period   of  thirty-one   years,   and   retained  his  seat   until  his   death.      Some   two 
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years  after  his  election  for  the  county  he  greatly  improved  his  fortune  by 
marrying  a  rich  widow,  who  was  just  of  his  own  age.  His  second  wife  Mary 
was  the  widow  of  George  Gwinnett,  Esq.,  of  Shurdington  in  the  parish  of 
Badgeworth,  and  was  the  only  child  of  Jeremy  Gough,  Esq.,  of  London,  from  whom 
she  had  inherited  30,000Z.*  (46)  Tiie  marriagef  was  celebrated  at  Mercers'  Chapel 
on  28th  Feb.  1735-6,  (40)  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  Mr.  Anthony  Chester, 
a  cadet  of  the  Chesters  of  Chicheley,  who  was  then  the  chaplain  of  the  Mercers' 
Company,  and  afterwards  succeeded  as  the  ninth  Baronet  of  his  family. 

Chester  had  no  children  by  his  second  marriage;  but  his  stepson  George  Gwinnett 
Gough,  who  bore  his  mother's  maiden  name,  was  warmly  attached  to  him  ;  and  when 
George  died  unmarried,  on  27th  May  1756,  he  devised  by  his  Will  the  manors  of 
Shurdington  and  Down  Hatherley  to  his  mother  and  her  second  husband.  (47) 

The  inheritance  of  the  Chesters  at  Barton  Kegis  comprised  the  lordship  of 
Kingswood  in  the  parisli  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  Jacob,  Bristol ;  and  when  that  parish 
was  divided  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1751,  Chester  gave  the  site  for  the  new  district 
church  of  St.  George,  with  its  churchyard  and  parsonage,  and  contributed  munifi- 
cently to  the  building  fund.  (S)  He  survived  his  sister  and  all  his  brothers,  and 
died  on  1st  Oct.  1763,  without  issue,  (46)  when  his  estates  passed  by  his  Will 
to  his  niece  Elizabeth  Lucy  Chester,  the  only  child  of  his  deceased  brother  Richard, 
who  was  his  heiress  at  law,  and  was  betrothed  with  his  full  consent  and  approbation 
to  his  grand-nephew  Thomas  Master,  the  grandson  of  his  sister  Lady  Cann. 

Thomas  Chester  of  Knole,  Gloucestershire,  Esq.     Will  dated  21st  Feb.  1701. 

To  my  lo\iug  wife  Maiy  Chester  all  her  jewels  and  all  my  furniture,  Uuen,  and  books  at 
Kuole,  with  all  my  carriages  and  horses,  for  her  absolute  use. 

To  the  youngest  daughter  of  Benjamin  Bathurst,  Esq.,  M.P.,  £'oOO.  To  my  niece  Elizabeth 
Chester-Master  X'oOO. 

Whereas  my  wife  is  entitled  under  our  marriage-settlement  to  an  annuity  of  ^6700  p.  a.  out  of 
my  estate,  '  Now  in  satisfaction  of  such  rent-charge,  if  she  will  be  pleased  to  choose  and  accept 
of  the  same,  I  give  her  for  her  life  my  capital  messuage  called  Knole,  with  the  garden  and  park, 
stocked  with  deer,  and  also  the  manor  of  Almondsbuiy,  and  my  lands  there  of  the  present  annual 
value  of  itlOUO  or  thereabouts. 

'  It  being  my  wish  that  my  niece  Lucy  Chester  should  be  married  to  my  nephew  Thomas 
blaster,  sou  of  my  said  niece  Ehzabeth  Chester-Master,'  I  give  aU  my  estates,  subject  to  my  debts, 
legacies,  and  fiuieral  expenses,  to  my  said  wife,  my  said  niece  Elizabeth  Chester-Master,  and  my 
friend  Jarrit  Smith  upon  trust  for  my  niece  Lucy  Chester,  for  her  life,  without  impeachment 
of  waste,  and  after  her  death  for  my  nephew  Thomas  Master,  if  he  be  her  husband,  but 
not  otherwise,  with  remainder  to  the  first  and  other  sous  successively  of  my  said  niece  by  my 
said  nephew,  with  remainder  to  her  daughters  as  tenants  in  common,  with  remainder  to  my  own 
right  heirs.  But  in  case  my  said  nephew  and  niece  shall  not  be  married  at  the  time  of  my  death, 
or  within  three  years  afterwards,  or  in  case  my  said  nephew  shall  not  at  that  time  bo  in  the  pos- 

*  The  Gentleman's  Magazine  announces  the  marriage  in  these  quaint  terms :  '  173G,  Feb.  28. 
ThomaB  Chester,  Esq.,  M.P.  for  Gloucestershire,  to  Mrs.  Gwinnett,  with  £30,000.'   (46) 

t  The  Ucense  for  his  marriage  issued  from  the  Vicar-General's  Registry:  (25) 
1735-6,  Feb.  21.  Thomas  Chester  of  Kuowlc,  in  the  parish  of  Almoudsbury,    co.  Gloucester,   Esq., 
widower,  to  man-y  Mary  Gwinnett  of  Great  Shurdington,  in  the  parish  of  Badgeworth,  widow. 
To  marry  at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  or  at  St.  Paul's,  Covent  Garden,  or  at  Morcers'  Chapel,  London. 
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PEDIGREE  III. 

PEDIGREE  OP  CHESTER  OF  KNOLE. 
Registers  not  specified  are  from  Almomlsliury. 


1  wife,  l)uried= 
at  St.  Join's, 
Bristol,  14  Feb. 
1567-8. 


■Thomas  Chester,  Esq.  (3d  son  of  William=Catheriue,    dau.    of    [James 


Chester,  M.P.  for  Bristol);  purchased  the 
Manor  of  Almoudsbury  in  157G  ;  Sheriff  of 
Bristol  1559  ;  Mayor  1569  ;  M.P.  for  Bristol 
1567-71  ;  M.P.  for  co.  Glouc.  1573-81  ; 
Sheriff  of  co.  Glouc.  1577  ;  buried  24  Sept. 
1583  at  St.  James's,  Bristol.     WiU  1577. 


Shepherd  of  Bristol]and  widow 
of  Robert  Smyth  of  Bristol ; 
married  at  St.  Stephen's, 
Bristol,  26  Sei)t.  15G9 ;  died 
widow;  bur.  there  6  Oct. 
1589. 


William  Chester,  Esq.,  son  and 
heii-,  of  Kuowle,  in  Almonds- 
bury  ;  Sheriff  of  CO.  Glouc.  1592  ; 
died  13  Oct.  1607.  (Inq.  p.m. 
16  Dec.  5  James  I.) 

1  w.  Anne,  dau. 


^Catherine,      dau.      of     Edward,  died       Auue  Chester,  marr.  at  St. 
Richard  Dennys,  Esq.,     before  his  John's,  Bristol, 24 Nov.  1574, 

of  Dyrham,  co.  Glouc. ;     father.  John  Caplin,  Esq.,  of  South- 

widow  1607.  ampton,  M.P.  for  Winches- 

ter ;  died  s.p.  before  1623. 


house,  Esq.,  of 

Swallowfield, 

Berks. 


=Thomas  Chester,  Esq.,  son=j=2 
and  heu%  of  Enowle  ;  bom 
21  Sept.  1587;  Sheriff  of  co. 
Glouc.  1617  ;  entered  his 
pedigree  in  the  Visitation 
of  1623;  bur.  24  Nov.  1653. 


Elizabeth,  dau.     William  Chester,     Alice      Chester, 


of  Sir  George  Speke, 

died  I 

nma 

Tied ; 

married    Jame 

Kt.,  of  White  Lack- 

bur. 

18 

Oct. 

Percivall,   Esq. 

ington,     Somerset ; 

1638. 

of    Weston -in 

wife  1623  ;  died  be- 

Gordano. 

fore  her  husband. 

Anne  Chester, 
died  young  and 
unmarried  after 
1623. 


Elizabeth, 


Thomas  Chester,  Esq.=f=EIizabeth,    dau.    of     WUliam, 


1622  ;  marr.  .  .  .     III.,  son  and  heu-,  of 

Sir     John      Howe, 

bur.  6  Oct. 

FuUwood;  admix.     Kuowle;  J.P.andD.-L. 

Bart.,  of  Compton ; 

1675. 

to  her  father  10     for  co.  Glouc.  and  Vice- 

born  21  Dec.  1633; 

Sopt.  1658.               Admiral  of  Gloucester, 

marr.atSt.Vedast's, 

temp.  Charles  II.  and 

London,     12     Jan. 

James  II.  ;   buried  26 

1654-5;  widow  1687. 

Fcb.1686-7.  Will  1687. 

Elizabeth    Chester,     Thomas  Chester,  Esq.  =j= Anne,  dau.  and  coh.  of     Bridget  Chester,  mar 
wife     in     1686     of     IV.,  sou   and  heir,  of  "  '  ^ 

Thomas      BurneU,     Knowle  ;  born  in  1668; 
Esq.,  of  Brimsham,     Sheriff  of  co.    Glouc. 
CO.  Glouc. ;  died  s.p.     1699  ;   buried  27  Feb. 
1703-4. 


Sir  Samuel  Astry,  Et., 
of  Henbury,  co.Glouc, 
sister  of  Arabella, 
Countess  of  Suffolk ; 
buried  6  Aug.  1703. 


Thomas  Holworthy, 
Esq.,  of  Rowberrow, 
CO.  Somerset ;  died  0 
Nov.  1736,  aged  79. 


Sir  William  Cann,=(=Elizabeth    Ches-     LadySarahHarriet=f=' 
Bart,  of  Comptou 
Green,  CO.  Glouc; 
died      27      April 
1726,  aged  31. 


ter,  born  2  July  Howard,  dau.  of 
1694;  marr.  16  Henry,  Eari  of  Suf- 
Aug.  1716  ;  died  folk  ;  married  25 
0  Jan.  1725-6.  Sept.   1721 ;    bur. 

6  AprO  1722. 


Esq.  V.  sou  and  heii-, 
of  Knowle  ;  born  2 
May  1696  ;  M.P.  for 
co.Glouc.1734-1763; 
died  1  Oct.  1763. 
M.I.     Willl761. 


Chester,=j=2   w.   Mary,    dau.    of 


Jeremy  Gough,  Esq., 
widow  of  George 
Gwinnett,  Esq.,  of 
Shurdington ;  marr.  28 
Seb.  1735-6;  died  4 
May  1782,  aged  86. 


Thomas  Master,Esq.,M.P.,  son  and: 
heir  appt.  of  Thomas  Master,  Esq., 
of  the  Abbey,  Cii-encester  ;  died 
before  his  father ;  bur.  at  Ciren- 
cester 1  June  1749. 


Elizabeth  Chester  Canu,  dau.  and 
heir ;  marr.  26  Dec.  1742  ;  died 
widow  ;  bur.  at  Cirencester  1  Jan. 
1782. 


Pedigeee  of  Chester  Masiek. 
(Seep.  93.) 
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William  Cheeter,  M.P.  for  Bristol  1555  ;  died  1358. 
{See  Pedigiiee  I.  at  p.  5.) 


James      Chester,  WUliam  Chester,     Mary       Chester, 
son  and  heir,  of  2d   son ;    White-     man-.   John    Eo- 
Rodford ;       mer-  tower  of  Bristol ;     berts,    Mayor    of 
chant  of  Bristol ;  died  1573.      An-     Bristol  1578 ;  pur- 
died     10      April  cestor  of  the  Cites-     chaser      of      the 
1560.   Ancestor  of  ters     of     Barton     manor  of  Wester- 
the    Chesters     of  lierjis    and    Lon-     Icigh,  co.  Glouc. 
Bristol  and  Bod-  don.                                         J^ 
ford.      X  A 
Pedigeee  I.  Pedigkee  II. 
{At  p.  5.)  {At pp.  2i-25.) 


Dominick  Chester,  4tli 
son ;  of  the  Black  Friars, 
Bristol;  Sheriff  of  Bris- 
tol 15G7;  M.P.  forMine- 
headl572;diedJulyl575. 

Pedigeee  I.  {.it  p.  5.) 


Catherine  Chester, 
marr.  18  Sept.  1G06, 
Philip  Langley,  Esq., 
of  Mangottsfield. 


Dominick,      bur.     George  Chester, 
lUMarchlCG'J-TO.     bur.    22    Sept. 
1085. 


Aunu,  10«7,  died     Catherine  Chester, 

uumaiT.  marr.       2G      Jan. 

1700-1,       Edward 

Freeman,  Esq.,  of 

Clifton. 


Anne,  bapt.  25 
May  1697;  bui-.  16 
Mar.  1697-8. 
William  Chester, 
bapt.  30  June 
1698;  Solicitor  in 
Chancery ;  died 
uum.  1  July  1728. 


3.  Richard  Howe= 
Chester,  Esq.,  of 
Haseley,  co.  War- 
wick ;  jure  us.;  born 
11  Jan.  1699-1700 ; 
marr.  license  dated 
16  May  1739;  died 
15  July  1760.  Will. 


^Lucy,  dau.  and  heh-. 
of  Clement  Thi'ock- 


Cbarl 
bapt. 


;    Chester, 
U     Feb. 


morton,     Esq.,     of  1700-1  ;  died  un- 

Haseley,  and  widow  marr.     22    Mar. 

of  William  Bromley,  1730. 

Esq.,  M.P.  of  Bag-  Anno       Chester, 

gin  ton  ;  died  widow  bapt.  2  Aug.  1703; 

27  Sept.  1771.  Will.  bur.  3  Aug.  1703. 


St.  John  Astry  Ches- 
ter, born  27  June 
1702  ;  M.A.  of  Oriel 
Coll.  O.XOU.  1727; 
entered  Holy  Orders  ; 
died  unman-. ;  bur. 
at  St.  Andi-ew's,  Hol- 
born,  1  Nov.  1728. 


Elizabeth  Lucy  Chester,  only  child,  bapt.=j=Wiliiam  Bromley  Chester,  Esq.,  assumed 
at  St.  James's,  Westminster,  21  Feb.  1711 ;  I  the  name  of  Chester  on  his  marriage  ;  man-, 
heiress  of  Kuole  and  Barton  Regis  ;  died  20  AprU  1765  ;  M.P.  for  co.  Glouc.  1771-80i 
9  Jan.  1799.  j^died  12  Dec.  1780.    Will  1780. 

B.p. 
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session  of  real  estate  of  the  yearly  value  of  .£1000,  then  the  devises  heretofore  made  of  my  estates 
shaU  be  absolutely  void,  and  in  lieu  thereof  I  bequeath  to  my  said  nephew  Thomas  Master  i^iOOO, 
to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  three  years  after  my  wife's  death,  and  subject  thereto  I  give  aU  my  manors 
and  lands  to  my  said  niece  Lucy  Chester  and  her  heirs  in  fee  simple. 

My  funeral  to  be  private,  decent,  but  without  much  expense,  and  I  desu'e  to  be  buried  at 
Almondsbury,  only  I  desh'o  a  proper  monument  may  be  erected  in  memory  of  my  ancestors,  wives, 
and  myself  (if  my  present  wife  chuses  to  he  there). 

My  said  wife,  my  said  niece  Elizabeth  Chester-Master,  and  the  said  Jarrit  Smith  to  be  my 
executors. 

Mrs.  Chester  raised  a  noble  monument  to  lier  husband's  memory  in  Almondsbury 
Church.  (39)  It  is  affixed  to  the  wall  in  the  north  aisle,  and  forms  a  pyramid  of 
Egyptian  marble.  In  front  stands  a  female  figure,  loosely  robed,  leaning  on  a 
vase,  with  a  countenance  expressing  the  deepest  grief.  Above  her  a  drawn  curtain 
discloses  the  Arms  of  Chester,  with  an  escutcheon  of  pretence  on  the  fess  point, 
bearing  Gules  on  a  fess  Argent  a  lion  jiassant,  Azure,  between  three  hoars  heads 
coupled  Or,  Gough.  Below,  upon  a  large  tablet,  is  the  following  inscription  : 
To  Tuii  Mejioby  of  Thomas  Chester,  Esq.,  and  in  Record  of  his  xVn'cestry. 

Ai-thur  Chester,  Gent,  was  buried  June  17,  1003. 

William  Chester,  Esq.  Oct.  13,  1607. 

William  Chester,  Gent.  Oct.  18,  1038. 

Thomas  Chester,  Esq.  Nov.  24,  1653. 

Domiuiok  Chester,  Gent.  Mar.  19,  1600. 

Wilham  Chester,  Gent.  Oct.  6,  1675. 

George  Chester,  Gent.  Sept.  22,  1685. 

Thomas  Chester,  Esq.  Feb.  26,  1680. 

Thomas  Chester,  Esq.  Feb.  20,  1703. 

The  succession  of  this  lineage  was  closed  with  the  death  of  Thoji.\s  Chester,  Esq.,  late  of 
Ivuole,  Son  of  the  last  recorded  of  this  name.  He  was  by  unanimous  suffrage  of  liis  coimty  called 
up  to  be  Knight  of  the  sliire  in  five  successive  Parhaments ;  and  on  his  own  part  cUd  the  honour  that 
became  liim  to  their  choice  by  the  most  inflexible  attachment  to  what  he  thought  the  true  interests 
of  his  country.  From  these  he  could  never  be  prevailed  on  to  swerve,  nor  during  so  long  a  service 
by  one  vote,  or  conniving  absence,  to  desert  or  disappoint  the  expectations  of  his  constituents. 

His  oountiy  must  long  ago  lament  in  him  the  loss  of  a  most  upright  and  useful  magistrate. 
Justice  was  his  constant  object,  temper'd  only  with  compassion  as  occasion  called  it  forth ; 
wluch  liis  benevolent  heart  would  never  suffer  liim  to  estrange  himself  from ;  but  never  was  he 
to  be  biassed  by  any  sinister  view,  or  private  interest,  from  the  execution  of  his  proper  duty. 

Nor  was  he  less  amiable  in  his  private  character  than  respectable  in  his  pubhc  ;  under  every 
connection  in  which  he  stood,  answering  with  his  best  powers  to  its  respective  duties,  and 
sustaining  in  character,  as  in  the  different  scenes  of  life  they  arose  upon  him,  the  Ncu/hhour, 
the  Friend,  the  Brother,  the  Ihtshaml,  with  no  less  esteem,  honour,  and  virtue  than  the  ]\L\gis- 
TR.WE  AND  Senator:  a  truth  which  cannot  better  be  evinced  than  bythe  great  and  heart-impress'd 
grief  that  not  only  attended  Ins  loss,  but  has  faithfully  adhered  to  his  memory ;  and  which,  as 
long  as  any  traces  of  it  shall  remain  with  those  who  had  the  happiness  to  know  him,  will  more 
than  answer  this  or  any  other  Record  that  can  be  given  of  him. 

His  first  Wife  was  the  Right  Honourable  Sarah  Henrietta,  the  only  Daughter  of  Henry  Earl 
of  Sufiblk  and  Bindon,  by  Penelope,  Daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Thomoud,  who  was  buried  0th  April 
1722.  In  1735  he  married  Mary,  the  Widow  of  George  Gwinnct,  Esq.,  of  Shurdiugtou  in  this 
County,  and  Daughter  and  Heii-ess  of  Jeremy  Gough,  Esq.,  of  London. 

Ho  died  on  the  1st  of  October  1763,  and  having  no  Issue  left  his  Estate  to  his  Niece  Elizabeth 
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Lucy  Chester,  Wife  of  William  Bromley  Chester,  Esq.,  and  only  Child  of  his  Brother  Richard 
Chester,  Esq.,  who  died  on  the  lath  of  July  1700,  and  lies  also  near  him. 

Mary  Chester,  his  surviving  Widow,  deeply  afflicted  for  liis  Loss  and  venerating  his  Memory 
and  Virtues,  took  upon  herself  the  Care  and  Du-ection  of  tliis  Monument. 

Mary  Chester,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Chester  V.  of  Knole,  survived  her  husband 
nineteen  years,  and  died  on  4th  May  1782  at  the  age  of  86,  (46)  when  she  performed 
by  her  Will  an  act  of  justice  to  the  family  of  her  first  husband  ;  for  she  devised  to 
his  nephew  the  Gwinnett  estates  at  Badgeworth  and  Down  Hatherley.  (47)  Knole 
Park  had  been  secured  to  her  for  her  life  by  her  husband's  Will,  and  descended  on 
her  death  to  his  niece,  Mrs.  Bromley  Chester,  who  was  then  a  widow  of  41  without 
children,  having  lost  her  husband  17  months  before. 

VII. 

Richard  IIowe  Chester,  the  third  son  of  Thomas  Chester  IV.  of  Knole,  by 
Anne  Astry,was  born  on  10th  Jan. 1700-1,  and  was  baptized  the  nest  day  at  Almonds- 
bury,  (40)  when  his  godfather  was  his  father's  cousin.  Sir  Eichard  Howe,  Bart.,  of 
Wickford  in  Wiltshire,  who  was  the  third  Baronet  of  his  family  and  the  nephew  of 
Elizabeth  Howe,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Chester  HI.  of  Knole.  It  was  a  fortunate 
choice  of  a  godfather,  for  Sir  Richard  had  no  issue  by  his  wife  Mary  Thynne,  and 
wlien  he  died  on  3d  July  1730  he  devised  by  his  Will  to  his  kinsman  and  godson 
Richai'd  Howe  Chester  an  estate  in  Hampshire  called  Lackford  Farm,  which  was  to 
revert  after  his  death  to  his  cousin  John  Grubham  Howe'of  Stowell,  who  was  created 
in  1741  Lord  Chedworth.  Being  thus  provided  with  a  competent  maintenance 
by  his  godfather's  bounty  he  improved  his  position,  at  the  age  of  39,  by  marrying 
a  widow  of  family  and  fortune  six  years  younger  than  himself.  He  married  by 
license,"  dated  ICth  May  1739,  Mrs.  Bromley  of  Haseley  Manor  in  Warwickshire, 
the  widow  of  William  Bromley,  Esq.,  of  Bagginton  in  the  same  county.  Mr. 
Bromley  was  by  birth  and  estate  one  of  the  leading  gentlemen  in  Warwickshire,  and 
was  the  eldest  surviving  son  and  heir  of  the  well-known  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  represented  the  University  of  Oxford  in  Parliament  for  twenty- six 
years,  and  was  Secretary  of  State  in  the  Tory  Cabinet  of  Queen  Anne.  Like  his 
father,  he  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  Church  and  State,  and  was  M.P.  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford  when  he  died  on  12th  March  1736-7,  at  the  early  age  of  38.  (46) 
He  had  married,  on  2d  July  1724,  Lucy  Throckmorton,  the  heiress  of  Haseley 
Manor,  which  had  been  the  seat  of  a  younger  branch  of  the  Throckmortons  since 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  it  was  granted  by  the  King  to  a  younger  son  of  Sir 
George  Throckmorton  of  Coughton,  the  ancestor  of  the  baronets  of  that  name.  (48) 
Mrs.  Bromley  was  18  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  and  was  the  posthumous 

*  Marriage  License  from  the  Vicar-General's  liegistry  :  (15) 
1739,  May  10.     Richard  Chester,  of  the  parish  of  St.  James,  Westminster,  Esq.,  bachelor,  aged  30  and 
upwards,  to  marry  Luey  Bromley,  of  St.  George's,  Hanover-stiuare,  widow.     To  marry  at  St. 
Botolph,  Aldgate,  or  at  St.  Botolph,  Bishopsgate,  London, 
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and  only  child  of  Clement  Throckmorton,  Esq,,  of  Haseley,  by  his  wife  Lucy,  the 
daughter  of  Captain  Thomas  Lucy  of  Charlecote,  and  the  step-daughter  of  George 
Fitzroy,  Duke  of  Northumberland.  She  had  great  personal  attractions,  and  was 
left  a  widow  at  the  age  of  31  with  a  considerable  income,  for  she  was  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  an  ample  jointure  under  her  marriage  settlement,  and  was  tenant  for  life  of 
the  estate  wliich  she  inherited  from  her  father  at  her  birth.  She  had  issue  by  her 
first  husband  three  children,  who  were  all  very  young  at  the  time  of  their  father's 
death,  but  were  old  enough  two  years  afterwards  to  resent  their  mother's  second 
marriage  to  the  younger  brother  of  a  Gloucestershire  squire.  She  Insisted,  however, 
on  marrying  the  man  of  her  choice,  and  was  consoled  for  the  alienation  of  her  elder 
children  by  the  affection  of  her  second  husband  and  their  daughter. 

Richard  Howe  Chester  resided  after  his  marriage  in  his  wife's  house  at  Haseley, 
and  died  there  on  15th  July  1760,  but  he  was  buried  with  his  ancestors  at  Almonds- 
bury.  (39)  He  left  an  only  child,  Elizabeth  Lucy,  who  succeeded,  in  1763,  to  the 
estates  of  her  paternal  uncle,  Thomas  Chester  V.  of  Knole. 

Richard  Chester  of  Haseley,  Warwickshire,  Esq.    Will  dated  25th  June  175G. 

To  be  buried  at  Almondsbury.  My  debts  and  funeral  expenses  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rents 
of  my  wife  Lucy's  jointure  from  her  first  husband  AVilliam  Bromley,  Esq. 

To  my  said  -wife  Lucy  Chester,  all  my  household  goods,  books,  and  plate  in  my  house  at 
Haseley  ;  my  coach,  chariot,  horses,  and  my  emerald  ring  set  round  with  diamonds  ;  and  all  the 
furniture  in  my  house  in  Conduit-street.     - 

To  my  brother  Thomas  Chester,  Esq.,  30  guineas ;  and  to  my  sister  Chester  his  wife,  a  ring. 

To  my  niece  Master,  a  ring.     To  John  Warren  of  Almondsbury,  £5. 

The  rest  of  my  real  and  personal  estate  to  my  wife  Lucy  Chester,  my  brother  Thomas 
Chester,  my  friend  William  Throckmorton  Bromley  of  Bagginton,  co.  Warwick,  Esq.,  and 
John  Dighton  of  Staple  Inn,  Middx.,  Gent.,  upon  trust,  to  pay  £100  a  year  for  the  education 
and  maintenance  of  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Lucy  Chester  until  she  be  21  years  of  age  or  be 
married,  and  then  upon  trust  for  my  said  daughter  absolutely.  My  wife  Lucy  Chester,  my 
brother  Thomas  Chester,  William  Throckmorton  Bromley,  Norborne  Berkeley,  and  John 
Dighton  to  be  my  Executors  and  Guardians  of  my  daughter. 

Codicil  dated  9th  Nov.  1759. 

I  revoke  the  bequest  to  my  wife  Lucy  Chester  of  my  books  at  Haseley  and  in  London,  and 
give  them  to  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Lucy  Chester,  '  imagining  that  they  may  be  of  more  use 
and  amusement  to  her.' 

Will  proved  on  17th  Sept.  17G0  by  the  Widow,  W.  T.  Bromley,  and  John  Dighton,  and  on  13th 
Dec.  17C0  by  Thomas  Chester,  power  being  reserved  to  Norborne  Berkeley,  Esq.  [349  Lynch.] 

Mrs.  Chester  survived  her  second  husband  eleven  years,  and  died  in  London  at 
her  house  in  Conduit-street  on  27th  Sept.  1771,  aged  G6.  (46)  Her  "Will,  with  its 
precautions  against  her  being  buried  before  she  was  actually  dead,  and  with  the 
provision  made  for  her  favourite  lap-dog  Chloe,  is  characteristic  of  the  fears  and 
fancies  of  a  fine  lady  of  the  last  century.  Her  want  of  affection  for  her  first  hus- 
band and  his  children  is  painfully  apparent  in  her  Will,  for  her  two  sons  are  com- 
pletely ignored,  and  her  daughter  Lucy  Bromley  is  dismissed  with  a  trifling  legacy ; 
whilst  it  is  implied  by  the  directions  for  her  bm-ial  with  her  second  husband  at 
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Almonclsbury,  or  with  her  father  at  Haseley,  that   she  never  contemplated  the 
possibihty  of  being  buried  with  her  first  husband  at  Bagginton. 

Lucv  Chesteh  of  St.  George's,  Hanover-square,  Middlesex,  Widow. 

Will  dated  1st  April  17G9. 

To  bo  buried  privately  at  Almondsbury,  in  Gloucestcrslure,  or  at  Haseley,  in  Warwickshire, 
'but  I  prefer  the  former,  and  therefore  most  desire  to  be  buried  in  the  parish  chiu-oh  there.'  'I 
desire  my  daughter  Chester  will  take  care  that  I  be  not  laid  out  or  put  into  a  coffin  until  I  am 
quite  cold,  but  that  my  body  may  be  kept  as  long  as  conveniently  may  be  before  it  is  put  into 
my  coffin ;  Robert  Chipchase,  upholsterer,  to  be  employed  in  the  furnishing  my  funeral.' 

To  my  son-in-law  WilUam  Bromley  Chester,  Esq.,  and  Elizabeth  Lucy  his  wife  ,£1000  ^4 
per  cent  bank  annuities  upon  trust  to  pay  out  of  the  dividends  the  following  annuities,  viz.  To 
my  servant  Mary  Chipchase  £5  a  year  for  her  life ;  to  my  coachman  John  Mainwaring  £G  p. a. 
for  life  ;  to  my  late  servant  Jane  Young,  now  wife  of  James  Young,  a  brewer's  clerk,  £C,  p.  a.  for 
life  ;  to  my  late  servant  Lucy  Chipchase,  wife  of  the  before-mentioned  Robert  Chipchase,  £G  p. a. 
for  life  ;  and  subject  to  these  annuities  I  give  the  said  £1000  to  my  said  daughter  Elizabeth  Lucy 
Cliester  for  her  own  use  and  benefit. 

To  Miss  Judith  Roberts  of  Stamford,  Liuoolnshii-e,  £30  p.a.  for  life ;  and,  in  case  my  said 
daughter  declines  to  take  care  of  my  lap-dog  Cliloe,  I  leave  the  care  thereof  to  the  said  Miss 
Judith  Roberts,  to  whom  my  executors  are  to  pay  £5  a  year  as  long  as  the  dog  lives. 

To  my  said  daughter  Elizabeth  Lucy  £1000,  for  her  sole  and  separate  use,  free  from  the  con- 
trol of  her  husband.  To  my  daughter  Lucy  Bromley  £100.  To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dighton  £30. 
To  Mr.  Leonard  Martin  £3.  To  Mr.  Truesdale,  apotliecary  in  St.  James's-street,  £-i.  To  Miss 
Mary  Elliott,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Elliott,  £-20.  To  William  Norton,  my  butler,  £30.  To 
Catherine  Lloyd,  my  cook,  £10.  Also  to  the  said  William  Norton  and  Catherine  Lloyd,  and  to  the 
other  footman  and  housemaid  who  shall  be  living  with  me  at  the  time  of  my  death,  a  year's  wages 
over  and  above  what  shall  be  due  to  them ;  and  my  said  cook  and  housemaid  are  to  have  moui-ning 
given  them.     To  the  poor  of  the  parishes  of  Haseley,  Hatton,  Shrawley,  and  Bowsall  £30. 

To  my  said  daughter  Ehzabeth  Lucy  Chester  all  my  household  goods  and  furnitm-e,  plate, 
china,  linen,  and  pictures,  and  all  my  jewels,  except  my  ruby  ring  set  with  diamonds,  which  I 
bequeath  to  my  granddaughter  Lucy  Bromley.  To  my  servant  Mary  Chipchase  aU  my  clothes 
and  wearing-apparel  whatsoever. 

And  whereas  by  indentiu'e  dated  10th  May  1728,  and  made  between  William  Bromley  the 
younger,  of  Haseley,  Esq.,  and  me,  the  said  Lucy  Chester,  by  the  name  and  description  of  Lucy, 
his  wife,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Clement  Throckmorton,  late  of  Haseley,  Esquire,  deceased,  of 
the  first  part ;  tlie  Right  Honom-ablo  Edward  Lord,  Leigh  of  Stoneleigh,  and  the  Right  Honour- 
able Wilham  Lord  Stawell  of  Somerton,  in  Somersetsliire,  of  the  second  part ;  Christopher  Wren 
of  Wroxliall,  Warwickshii-e,  Esq.,  and  Samuel  Underbill  of  ItUicote,  in  the  same  county,  Esq., 
of  the  third  part ;  the  said  Wren  and  UnderhiU  and  the  survivor  of  them  was  impowered  to  raise 
such  sum  of  money  (not  exceeding  £1500)  as  I  should  by  deed  or  will  appoint,  notwithstanding 
my  coverture ;  and  whereas  the  said  Wren  and  Underliill  are  now  both  dead,  I  do  hereby  direct 
the  executors  of  the  said  Underbill,  who  was  the  surviving  trustee,  to  levy  and  raise  the  said 
sum  of  £1500,  and  to  pay  thereout  £(iOO  to  Theobald  Burke,  Esq.,  of  Dartmouth-street,  West- 
minster, of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  a  near  relation  of  the  famous  Mr.  Burke  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  and  to  pay  the  remaining  £900  to  my  son-in-law  WiUiam  Bromley  Chester  and  Eliza- 
beth Lucy  his  wife,  whom  I  appoint  my  executors  and  residuary  legatees. 

To  my  friend  Arthur  Benjamin  Lane,  Esq.,  two  guineas  for  a  ring. 

M'iliiesses :  Wilham  Morse;  Duncan  Stewart,  Conduit-street;  Thomas  Dyer,  Bruton-street. 

Codicil  dated  31st  January  17.71. 

The  annuity  to  my  coachman  Mainwaring  to  be  increased  to  ten  guineas  a  year,  to  be  paid 
quarterly  for  his  support;  '  I  being,  I  thank  God,  in  perfect  health.' 

(Signed)         Lucy  Chester, 

Will  proved  in  C.P.C,  3d  October  1771.  Conduit-street. 
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Elizabeth  Lucy  Chester,  the  only  child  of  Richard  Howe  Chester,  Esq.,  of 
Haseley,  by  Lucy  Throckmorton,  was  baptized  at  St.  James's,  Westminster,  on 
21st  Feb.  1741,  (40)  and  was  therefore  22  years  of  age  when  she  succeeded  to 
the  family  estates  of  the  Chesters  under  her  uncle's  Will.  She  was  then  the 
promised  wife  of  Thomas  Master,  the  eldest  son  of  her  uncle's  other  niece,  who 
was  as  dear  to  him  as  if  she  had  been  his  own  child  ;  for  she  had  been  his  ward  from 
girlhood  and  had  lived  with  him  at  Knole  until  her  marriage  in  1742.  This  marriage 
had  been  arranged  for  the  heiress  by  her  uncle,  who  had  set  his  heart  on  securing 
the  succession  of  his  estates  to  the  son  of  his  favoiirite  niece ;  whilst  he  felt  himself 
bound  in  justice  to  devise  them  to  his  brother's  daughter,  who  was  the  last  survivor 
of  the  Chesters.  It  was  in  many  respects  a  suitable  match ;  for  Thomas  Master  was 
the  heir-expectant  of  The  Abbey  at  Cirencester  and  large  estates  in  Gloucestershire, 
as  well  as  of  his  mother's  estates  in  Somersetshire,  and  his  paternal  grandfather  had 
promised  to  settle  on  him  1000^.  a  year  on  his  marriage.  But  he  was  scarcely  19 
years  old  when  his  grand-uncle  died,  and  the  heiress  had  no  love  for  a  boj^  three 
years  younger  than  herself,  to  whom  she  had  only  consented  to  be  engaged  from  not 
caring  to  offend  her  imcle,  whose  estates  were  at  his  own  disposal.  When,  there- 
fore, her  uncle's  death  left  her  free  to  follow  her  own  inclinations,  the  engagement 
was  quickly  broken  off ;  and  she  married,  on  20th  April  1765,  William  Bromley, 
Esq.,  the  nephew''  of  her  mother's  first  husband,  who  assumedf  after  his  marriage 
the  name  and  arms  of  Chester.  He  was  the  only  son  of  the  Rev.  Francis 
Bromley,  D.D.,  Rector  of  Wickham,  Hants,  by  Rebecca,  the  only  child  of  Dr. 
Francis  Gastrell,  Bishop  of  Chester,  and  was  baptized  at  Wickham  on  20th  July 
1738.  He  was  educated  at  Westminster  School,  and  matriculated  at  Christ  Church, 
Oxford,  on  27th  Jan.  1757,  (25)  but  left  the  university  without  taking  his  degree. 
He  was  no  great  match  for  the  heiress  of  the  Chesters,  for  his  mother  was  still  living 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  she  had  a  life  interest  in  the  whole  estate,  which 
the  Bishop  of  Chester  had  settled  on  his  grandson.  The  heiress  of  the  Chesters, 
however,  could  afford  to  disregard  considerations  of  money,  and  she  was  encouraged 
by  her  mother's  example  to  give  her  hand  wdiere  she  had  given  her  heart. 

The  owners  of  Knole  had,  since  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  often  represented 
Gloucestershire  in  Parliament  as  Knights  of  the  Shire ;  and  when  Mr.  Edward 
Southwell  of  King's  Weston,  the  sitting  membei',  was  raised  to  the  peerage  in  177(5 
as  Lord  de  Clifford,  by  the  termination  of  the  abeyance,  Mr.  Bromley  Chester  of 
Knole  came  forward  as  the  Tory  candidate  for  the  seat.  His  opponent  was  the 
Hon.  George  Cranfield  Berkeley,  who  was  supported  by  all  the  wealth  and  influence 
of  the  Berkeley  family.     The  poll  was  kept  open  thirteen  days  at  a  ruinous  expense, 

*  See  Pedigi-ee  of  Bromley  anil  Gastrell  at  pp.  48-49. 

t  It  was  most  uuusual  at  this  period  for  persons  of  any  rank  to  assume  a  name  -n-itlioiit  the  autho- 
rity of  a  Royal  license  or  an  Act  of  Parliament ;  but  in  Mr.  Bromley's  case  there  is  no  such  authorisa- 
tion on  record. 
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and  Chester  was  returned  by  a  small  majority.  Party  feeling  ran  high,  and  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  against  the  return,  in  which  the  High  Sheriff  of  Gloucester- 
shire (Mr.  Cann  Lippincott),  who  was  through  the  Canns  a  family  connexion  of  the 
Chestcrs,  was  accused  of  partiality  to  the  successful  candidate;  but  the  Shei'iffwas 
acquitted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  Chester's  election  was  declared  valid.  He 
retained  his  seat  until  his  death ;  for  although  he  made  no  distinguished  figure  in  Par- 
liament, he  took  an  active  pai't  in  county  business,  and  was  highly  respected  by  his 
neighbours  and  constituents.  Like  most  '  old  Wesfminsters'  he  was  a  constant 
attendant  at  the  Latin  play,  which  is  acted  by  the  scholai's  in  the  Long  Room 
at  Christmas;  and  he  was  one  of  the  stewards  of  the  school  festival  in  Dec. 
1779  ;  (49)  but  this  was  his  last  appearance  there,  for  he  died  in  the  next  year  at 
Cleve  Hill,  near  Bristol,  on  12tli  Dec.  1780.(46)  His  last  illness  was  a  short  one, 
and  on  ^londay,  4th  Dec,  eight  days  before  his  death,  he  sent  for  his  attorney,  Mr. 
William  Turton  of  Alveston,  to  make  his  Will.  Mr.  Turton  found  him  at  Cleve 
Hill,  ill  in  bed  but  in  full  possession  of  his  senses,  and  was  directed  '  not  to  ask  him 
any  questions,  but  to  write  from  his  dictation  as  fast  as  possible  what  was  intended 
as  instructions  for  his  Will.'  Mr.  Turton  was  to  return  the  next  day  with  the  Will 
formally  drawn  for  execution,  but  by  way  of  precaution  Mr.  Bromley  Chester 
signed  the  instructions  as  a  Will  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses.  It  was  well  that 
he  did  so,  for  he  never  rallied  again  to  sign  a  more  formal  document. 

WiixiAJi  Bromley  Chester  of  Cleve  Hill,  Glouoestekshibe,  Esq. 

Nuncupative  WiU,  dated  4th  Dec.  1780. 

'  Eveiytliing  of  every  sort  and  kind  to  my  wife.  I  beg  and  entreat  Thomas  ICnight  and  Edward 
Lassells  to  be  joint-executors  with  her,  to  assist  her  in  the  care  and  management  of  her  affairs. 
To  each  of  them  ^£100  a  peice.  To  Mr.  Wray  and  my  sister  Mrs.  Wray  ilOO  a  peice.  To  each  of 
my  godchildren  theu-s  (sic)  i'lOO  a  peice.  To  my  fi-iend  Mr.  Way  £'50.  This  is  what  I  mean  to 
be  my  last  will  and  testament,  and  hope  it  wiU  be  taken  as  such  if  I  am  not  able  to  make  a  better.' 

Witness  my  hand  this  third  day  of  December  1780. 

Will  proved  in  C.P.C.  20th  February  17sl  by  all  three  executors. 

Mr.  Bromley  Chester  had  no  issue  by  the  heiress  of  the  Chesters,  who  survived  him 
nineteen  years.  She  succeeded  to  Knole  Park  on  the  death  of  her  uncle's  widow  in 
May  1782,  and  died  in  London  at  her  house  in  Upper  Brook-street  on  9th  Jan. 
1799.  (46)  She  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  family  of  Chester,  and  devised  by  her 
Will  the  manors  of  Almondsbury,  Barton  Regis,  and  Brinasham,  with  the  rest  of  the 
Chester  estates,  to  her  cousin  Thomas  Master  of  The  Abbey,  Cirencester,  the  grand- 
son of  her  father's  only  sister.  Lady  Cann,  with  remainder  in  default  of  his  male 
issue  to  his  brother,  Richard  Mastci',  in  tail  male.  (45) 
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Aems  (borne  by  William  Bromley,  afterwards  William  Bromley  Chester,  Esq.,  M.P.,  before  bis  mar- 
riage with  the  heiress  of  Knole).  Quarterly  1  and  4,  quarterly  per  fess  indented  gules  and  or,  a 
griffin  segreant  vert  on  an  eseuteheon  argent,  with  a  crescent  for  difference  :  Bromley.  2  and  3, 
checquy  argent  and  sable  on  a  chief  or,  three  bucks'  heads  couped  of  the  second :  Gastkell. 


1  w.  Catharine, = 
dau.  and  coh.  of 
Sir  John  Clobery, 
Kt.,  of  Winches- 
ter. 


2  w.  Trevor,  dau.= 
of  Samuel  For- 
trey,  Esq.,  of  St. 
Goes  -  in  -  the  - 
Fields ;  married 
21  Nov.  1689,  at 
All  Hallows,  Bar- 
king. 


3  w.    Cecnia,= 
dau.    of     Sir 
William 
Swan,  Bart. 


Right  Honble.  William  Brom-= 
ley  of  Bagginton;  matriculated 
at  Cb.  Ch.,  Oxon,  12  April  1679, 
aged  15  ;  D.C.L.  1702  ;  M.P. 
forWarwicksbii-e  1690,  and  for 
Oxford  University  1701-27; 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons 1710 ;  Secretary  of  State 
to  Queen  Anne  ;  died  13  Feb. 
1731-2  ;  bur.  at  Bagginton. 


j=4wife,EU 

abetb, 

dau.     of 

Ralph 

Lord  Stawell  ;  li- 

cense   to 

marry 

dated     12 

Jan. 

1697-8. 

Clobery   Bromley,  EBq.,=Dorothy,   dau.   and 


son  and  heir-appt. ; 
triculated  at  Ch.  Ch., Ox- 
en, 29  April  1703,  aged 
15 ;  married  at  St.  Ann's, 
Westminster,  25  March 
1708 ;  M.P.  for  Coventry; 
died  May  1711,  s.p. 


of  WiUiam 
Bromley,  Esq.,  of 
Holt  Castle  ;  widow 
17  May  1711. 


I 
Thomas  Bromley,  Esq., 
Bon  and  heu--appt. ;  ma- 
triculated at  Cb.  Ch.,  Os- 
on,  7  June  1710,  aged 
17;  M.A.  21  July  1716; 
died  at  Bagginton  .  . 
Aug.  1716. 


I 
WUUam  Throck-=j=Bridget,  dau.  of 
morton  Bromley,  Richard  Daven- 
Esq.,  of  Bagginton,  port,  Esq. ;  mar- 
son  and  heu-;  M.P.  riedatSt.James'i 
for  Warwickshii-e  ;  Westminster, 
buried  12  March  May  1756. 
1789  at  Bagginton. 


Thomas  Bromley, 
2d  son  ;  died  un- 
marr. 


Lucy  Bromley ; 
unm.  1771. 


Bridget  Bromley, 

Lucy    Bromley,     sur-=CromwcU 

1 
Mary     Bromley, 

coheir-;  bornl757; 

viving  heir  of  Baggin-     PriccEsq. 

coheu- ;  born  1762 

died  nam.  1785. 

ton;    died  widow    19     of     HoUy 
Aug.    1822,  aged  61;     Mount, 
bmied  at   Bagginton 
30  Ang.  s.p. 

died  unm.  1787. 

DESCENT  OF  BROMLEY. 
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DESCENT  OF  BROMLEY  FROM  GASTRELL  AND  MAPLETOFT. 


Heni7  Gastrell,  Esq.,=pElizal>etIi  Bagshaw  ; 
of  Slaptou,  CO.  Nortli-  remarr.  3  Nov.  1670 
ampton  ;  man-ied  14  |  Rev.  Wm.  West,  Rec- 
June  1653  ;  dead  166'J.  I  tor  of  Slapton. 


Rev.  John  Mapletoft,— Rebecca,  dau.  of  Lucy 


M.D.,  Vicar  of  St. 
Lawrence  Jewry;  D.D. 
Cantab.  1690  by  Royal 
mandate ;  buried  15 
Nov.  1721. 


Knigbtley,  Esq.,  of 
Hackney ;  marr.  18 
Nov.  1679,  at  St.  Law- 
rence Jewry ;  buried 
there  23  Nov.  1693. 


I 
Edward  Gas- 
trell, Esq.,  of 
Slapton,  son 
and  heh- ;  bapt. 
29  June  1654. 
I 


Francis  Gastrell,  D.D.,= 
Bishop  of  Chester  17U-25; 
bom  1662  ;  King's  Scholar 
at  AVestminstcr  1676  ;  Stu- 
dent of  Cb.  Ch.,  Oxon,1680; 
Chaplain  tollouse  of  Com- 
mons  1701;  Canon  of  Ch.Cb., 
Oxon,  5  Jan.  1702-3 ;  died  14 
Nov.  1723,  aged  63  ;  bur.  in 
Ch.  Ch.,  Oxon,  19  Nov. 


^Elizabeth   Mapletoft 

;         John   Maple- 

bapt.    at    St.    John'F 

toft  ;  born  24 

Hackney,  11  Aug.l68t 

;         June,  bapt.  29 

married  at  St.  Helen's 

June,  1687,  at 

Bishopsgate,  20  Aug 

St.  Lawreuce 

1703;  buried  in  Ch.Ch 

,         Jewry. 

Oxon,  8  Feb.  1761. 

William  Bromley ,  Esq.,of= 
Bagginton,  surviving  son 
andheir;  bornl698;matri- 
culated  at  Ch.  Cb.,  Oxon, 
27  Feb.  1716-17,  aged  17; 
D.C.L.  1732;  M.P.  for 
Fowey  and  afterwards  for 
Oxford  Univ. ;  married  2 
July  1724;  died  12  March 
1736-7;  bur.atBaggintou. 
Will  dated  9  March  and 
proved  15  March  1736-7. 


Rev.  Francis= 
Bromley, 
D.D. , Rector 
ofWickbam, 
Hants  ;  ma- 
tric.  at  Ch. 
Ch.,  Oxon, 
19.Juncl721, 
agedl8;  B.A. 
1725  ;  M.A. 
1728  ;  D.D. 
16Junel744. 


■Rebecca,  dau.  and 
heu'  of  FrancisGas- 
trell,  D.D.,  Bishop 
of  Chester;  born  17 
Jan.,bapt.  26  Jan., 
1705-6,  at  Green- 
wich; mar.  at  Chap- 
el Royal,  White- 
haU,23Marchl734; 
died  widow  25  April 
WiU. 


Robert 
Gastrell, 
born  8 
June,bp. 
19  June, 
1704,  at 
Green- 
wich; d. 
young  ; 
bu.iuCh. 
Ch.,  Ox- 
on,7Dec. 
1710. 


Elizabeth  Lucy  Ches-=William  Bromley,  after- 

ter,  only  child,  bapt.  at  wards  Chester,  Esq.,  of 

St.  James's,  Wcstmin-  Cleeve  Hill,  co.  Glouc. ; 

ster,  21Feb.  1741 ;  in-  bapt.  at  Wickham,  Hants, 

herited,  in  1763,  Knole  20Julyl738;  matriculated 

Park,  from  her  uncle,  at  Christ  Church,  Oxon, 

Thomas  Chester,  Esq.,  27  Jan.  1757,  aged  18; 

v.;  married  20  April  M.P.  for  co.  Glouc.  1774- 

1765;     died  widow   9  80;    died  12  Dec.  1780 

Jan.  1799.    Will.  s.p.  Will. 


r 

Eli; 

beth ; 

died 

unm. 

12 

May 

1766. 

WiU. 


Fr 

ley,  bapt.  at 
Wickham  7 
Dec.  1740 ; 
married  2  Feb. 
1765  ;  died 
widow  22  June 
1816. 


■om-=T=Sir  William  Ul- 
litborue  Wray, 
Bart,  M.A., 
Rector  of  Dar- 
ley,  CO.  Derby ; 
died  9  Aug. 
1808,  aged  86. 
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Henry  Astry,  of  Iliteliiu,  Hei'ts.=|=Ide. 


Sir  RaliiU  Astry,  Kuight,=j-Marf;ery  Ostriclie, 
Lord  Mayor  li'JS  ;  died     1st  wife. 
18  Nov.  Un. 


AVilliam,  of  Lou- 
don and  Hitcliiu, 
Eou  and  lieu-  ; 
died  1501  s.p. 


Elizabetli     Skip-=j=TliomaB  Astry,  of=f=Jane  Pigott, 
\7ith.  Hitcliin,    trother     2d  wife. 

I  and    lieu' ;     died  | 


William,  of  Stoke 
Gol d  ington , 
Bucks,  son  and 
heir ;  died  1512. 


I  I 

Ealpli,    of    Har-  Thomas,  of  Stoke, 

liugtonWoodend,  Bucks. 
Beds,   uncle    and  Ancestor  of 

heir ;  died  1584.  Astey  of  Hunts. 


Thomas,  of  Stoke, 
son  and  heir ; 
died  s.p. 


I  I 

Ralph  II.  of  Har-  George,  of  Eatou= 

lington,   son   and  Socon,    Beds,   2d 

heir  ;  died  15U8.  son. 


SirHem-y,ofHar-  Ralph,  of  Little 
lington,  son  and  Milton,  O.xou,  2d 
heu' ;  died  1630.       son ;   died  1G6L 


William,  of  Har-  Francis,  of  Har- 
lingtou,  son  and  lington,  hrother 
heir;    died   1G32     and    heii';     died 


Luke,  of  Eaton 
Socon,  son  and 
heh'. 


I  I 

Luke,  of   Lin-  Sir  Samuel,   of 

coln's-inn,  son  Henhury,       co. 

and  heir  ;  died  Glouc,  2d  Bon  ; 

1708  s.p.  died  1704. 


1 

Sir     James,      of 

St.   John, 

of 

1 
Elizabeth,  coh.  ; 

1      

1 
Anxe,    married 

i        1 
Diana,    coh. ; 

Harlingtou,     sou 

Henhury, 

Lady  Smyth,  of 

Thos.   Chesiek 

Mrs.  Orlebar. 

and    heir;     died 

and  hen-;  died 

Long  Ashtou. 

IV.  of  Knole. 

1709. 

1712  s.p. 

1 

i 

Arabella,      coh.  ; 

T 

Countess  of  Suf- 

Smyth Barts. 

Pedigkee 

folk  ;     died    B.p. 

1 

at  p.  40. 

1722. 

James,    of  Har- 

Francis,  D.D.,  of 

lington,  son  and 

HarUngton 

,  hro- 

heir;    died  1716 

ther    and 

heir ; 

•.p. 

died  1766  e 

.p. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


TJie  ancestors  of  Anne  Asiry,  2vife  of  Thomas  Chester  IV.  of  Knole.  I.-YI. 
The  Astrys  of  Hitchin,  London,  Kent,  and  Bucks.  VII.  The  Astrys  of 
Huntingdonshire.  VIII.-IX.  Ralph  Astry  I.  and  Ralpli  Astry  11. 
of  Harlington,  Woodend,  Beds.  X.  The  Astrrjs  of  Little  Milton,  Oxon. 
XI.-XVI.  The  Astrys  of  Harlington,  WoodeJid.  XVII.-XXI.  The 
Astrys  of  Ilenhury,  Gloucestershire. 

I  TURN  aside  to  give  some  account  of  the  ancestors  of  Anne  Astry,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Chester  IV.  of  Knole,  in  order  to  justify  tlie  claim  of  her  descendants  to 
quarter  the  coat  of  arms  which  was  granted  on  12th  Sept.  148G  to  Ralph  Astry, 
citizen  and  Fishmonger  of  London,  afterwards  Sir  Ralph  Astry,  Kt.  (51)  Sir 
Ralph  was  the  common  ancestor  of  all  the  families  of  Astry,  whose  right  to  armo- 
rial bearings  is  recognised  by  the  Heralds ;  but  the  genealogy  of  the  different 
branches  has  never  been  critically  explored,  and  the  precise  connection  between 
them  has  not  hitherto  been  accurately  ascertained.  The  pedigrees  of  Astry  in  the 
Visitation  of  London  of  15G8  and  of  Huntingdonshire  in  1613  are  disfigured  by 
demonstrable  errors ;  and  although  Le  Neve  includes  in  his  Pedigrees  of  Knights 
Sir  Henry  Astry  of  Harlington,  Beds,  Sir  Samuel  Astry  of  Henbury,  Gloucester- 
shire, and  Sir  James  Astrie,  one  of  the  Masters  in  Chancery,  who  was  knighted 
at  Whitehall  on  20th  Nov.  1683,  his  knowledge  of  their  genealogy  was  so  imperfect 
that  he  remained  in  doubt  whether  Sir  Samuel  and  Sir  James  were  members  of  the 
same  family,  and  it  never  occurred  to  him  that  Sir  James  was  the  grandson  and 
heir  of  Sir  Henry  of  Harlington.  (52) 

Sir  Ralph  Astry,  the  founder  of  the  family,  was  a  native  of  Ilitchin  in  Hertford- 
shire, which  was  then  a  flourishing  town,  and  one  of  the  centres  of  the  woollen 
trade.  The  monumental  brasses  still  remaining  in  tlie  old  parish  church  show  that 
Ilitchin  was  a  favourite  place  of  residence  with  merchants  of  the  Staple  of  Calais  in 
the  fifteenth  century,  and  that  some  of  them  were  members  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  of  London.  (53)  Amongst  them  was  Sir  William  Hampton,  who  was  one 
of  the  twelve  aldermen  knighted  on  the  field  of  battle  by  Edward  IV.  after  the 
repulse  of  the  Bastard  Fauconbridge  in  1470.  He  was  Lord  I\Iayor  in  1472,  and 
was  elected  M.P.  for  the  City  1st  Dec.  1477.  (54)  Ralph  Astry  was  successively  the 
apprentice,  partner,  and  executor  of  Sir  William  Hampton ;  and  his  attaclnnent  to 
his  old  master  and  his  wife  did  not  cease  with  their  lives ;  for  he  expressly  directed 
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by  his  Will  that  the  souls  of  Sir  William  Hampton  and  Dame  Margaret,  his  wife, 
were  to  be  prayed  for,  with  the  souls  of  his  own  father  and  mother,  in  the  daily  mass 
of  requiem,  which  was  to  be  celebrated  for  ever  from  the  day  of  his  decease  in  the 
Chui-ch  of  St.  Andrew's,  Hitchin,  at  the  cost  of  his  heirs  and  successors  in  estate. 
Astry  was  one  of  the  most  prosperous  citizens  of  his  time,  and  rose  to  the  highest 
civic  honours.  The  sweating  sickness,  which  recurred  at  intervals  during  the  nest 
century  with  such  terrible  mortality,  made  its  first  appearance  in  England  in  the 
winter  of  1484-5 ;  and  amongst  the  victims  of  the  pestilence  were  two  successive 
Lord  Mayors,  Sir  Thomas  Hill  and  Sir  William 
Stokker,  andRichard*Chester,oneof  theSheriffs.  (54) 
Astry  was  appointed  Sheriff  in  Chester's  place  in 
February  1484-5,  (55)  and  in  the  next  year  obtained 
a  grant  of  Arms  from  Sir  Thomas  Holme,  Kt.  Claren- 
ceux  King  of  Arms.  The  grant  is  dated  12th  Sept. 
1486  (2  Henry  VH.),  and  the  Coat  assigned  to  him 
was  Barry  toavy  of  six  argent  and  azure :  on  a  chief 
gules  three  bezants,  ivith  a  crescent  for  difference.  (57) 
He  was  elected  Lord  Mayor  in  1493,  and  was  knighted 
by  King  Henry  VII. ;  although  it  was  by  no  means 
the  rule  at  this  period  that  the  Lord  Mayor  should 
receive  the  honour  of  knighthood.  The  year  1493 
was  one  of  the  most  eventful  of  his  life ;  for  in 
the  spring  of  tliis  year  he  lost  his  wife,  Margery,  who  had  been  married  to  him 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  was  the  mother  of  his  three  sons.  She  was  the 
daughter!  of  Thomas  Ostriche,  citizen  and  Haberdasher  of  London,  and  died  on 
10th  March  1492-3.  (56)  She  was  buried  in  the  nave  of  the  Church  of  St.  Martin's 
in  the  Vintry,  in  front  of  the  choir-door,  beside  the  pulpit,  in  a  vault  which  thence- 
forth became  the  burial-place  of  the  family.  Six  months  afterwards  the  widower, 
who  was  then  Lord  Mayor  elect,  married  Dame  Margaret  Revell,  a  rich  widow  in  the 
prime  of  life,  who  was  connected  by  birth  and  marriage  with  several  leading  famiUes 

*  Eichard  was  the  brother  of  the  ancestor  of  the  Chesters  of  Chicheley.  (55) 
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Thomas  Ostriche,  citizen  and=j= 
Haberdasher  of  Lontlon  ;  died  1 
1452.     WiU  at  Lambeth.  | 


Thomas  Ostriche,  citizen  and=j=Anne,  extrix. 
Haberdasher  of  London.    Will 
dated  23  July  1483,  and  proved 
16  March  1481-5. 


Maegekt  Osteiche,  wife,  11S5,  of 
RiLrn  Astry,  citizen  and  Fish- 
monger of  Loudon. 


Thomas  Ostriche,  citizen  and 
Draper  of  Loudon,  1191. 


Katherii 
1191. 


Amv, 
1191. 


Rose, 
1194. 
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of  the  civic  aristocracy.  She  was  the  widow  and  executrix  of  Robert  Revell,*  who 
was  one  of  the  Sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlesex  in  1490,  and  died  in  February 
1490-1,  during  his  term  of  office.  (57)  His  marriage  had  been  of  short  duration; 
for  Dame  Margaret's  first  husband,  WiUiam  Edwards,  citizen  and  Grocer  of  London, 
only  died  in  October  1487.  His  Willf  is  dated  1st  Aug.  1487,  and  was  proved  in 
C.P.C.  on  31st  Oct.  in  the  same  year  by  his  widow  and  executrix,  to  whom  he 
devised  all  his  real  estate  in  London  and  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet.  He  was  buried  in 
the  Chapel  of  Our  Lady  and  St.  George  the  Martyr,  within  the  parish  church  of 
St.  Peter's,  Cornhill,  and  left  an  only  son,  Thomas  Edwards. 

His  widow  Margaret  was  the  daughter  of  John  Hill,  citizen  and  Grocer  of  London, 
and  her  father  was  the  cousin  of  Sir  Thomas  Hill,t  who  died  Lord  Mayor  in  1485, 
when  Astry  was  one  of  the  Sheriffs.  She  was,  like  her  third  husband,  a  native  of 
Hitcliin,  and  brought  him  a  large  fortune,  having  been  the  executrix  and  residuary 
legatee  of  both  her  former  husbands;  but  she  received  a  full  equivalent  in  the 
settlement  which  was  executed  on  29th  Sept.  1493  in  contemplation  of  her  third 
marriage,  whereby  Ralph  Astry  settled  upon  her  for  life  considerable  estates  in 
London,  Kent,  and  Surrey.  (59)  She  had  issue  by  each  of  her  three  husbands  an 
only  son,  and  Henry  Astry,  the  son  of  her  last  marriage,  was  born  in  1494,  just 
before  his  father's  death  ;  for  Sir  Ralph  Astry  died  within  a  few  days  after  vacating 
the  civic  chair,  on  18th  Nov,  1494,  (59)  He  was  buried  near  his  first  wife  in  the 
parish  church  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  Vintry,  although  he  was  residing  at  the  time 
of  his  death  in  the  parish  of  St.  James  Garlickhithe,  in  a  house  which  had  belonged 
to  Thomas  Kent.  He  had  been  a  munificent  benefactor  to  St.  Martin's  in  his  life- 
time, '  having  at  his  own  expense  new  roofed  the  church  with  timber,  and  covered 
it  with  lead,  and  filled  in  the  windows  with  painted  glass.'  (56)  The  Church  of 
St.  Martin's  was  not  forgotten  in  his  ^Vi\\ ;  for  he  left  a  legacy  of  51.  to  the  fabric 
for  the  repair  of  the  leads,  and  60/.  for  a  suit  of  vestments  for  the  parish  priest. 
Moreover,  he  directed  that  (30/.  13s.  id.  should  be  appropriated  for  the  salary  of  a 
priest,  who  should  for  the  next  ten  years  after  his  death  sing  mass  for  his  soul  in 
Our  Lady's  Chapel,  and  should  be  attendant  and  assistant  at  all  divine  services  in 
St.  Martin's.  His  memory  was  preserved  by  the  following  inscription  on  a  plated 
stone  at  the  entrance  of  the  choir  in  St.  Martin's  Church :  (56) 

•  The  Will  of  Robert  Revell,  citizen,  Grocer,  ami  aiacrman  of  London,  is  dated  18th  Feb.  1490-1,  and 
was  proved  iu  C.P.C.  on  1st  March  1490-1  by  his  widow  and  executrix.  (57)  He  was  buried  iu  the 
Church  of  St.  Mary  Hill,  in  Billingsgate  Ward,  to  the  building  of  which  he  had  been  a  liberal  contributor 
in  his  lifetime.  (57) 

t  William  Edwards  does  not  describe  himself  as  an  alderman  in  his  Will,  which  makes  me  donbt  if 
he  was  the  same  WiUiam  Edwards,  Grocer,  who  was  Sheriff  in  1457,  and  Lord  Mayor  iu  1471.  (54)  There 
is  no  Will,  however,  of  another  WOliam  Edwai-ds  at  this  date. 

}  'Sir  Thomas  Hill,  Kt.,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  London,'  made  his  cousin  John  Hill,  Grocer,  one  of 
the  executors  of  his  Will,  which  is  dated  22d  Aug.  1485,  and  was  proved  on  28th  Oct.  1485,  iu  C.P.O. 
[17Logge.]  (5S) 
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M.S. 
Honorabilis  viri  RADULPni  Astri  Militis  nuperMajoris  ac  Aldermanni  et  Piscenarii  Civi- 
tatis  Loudon  ;  et  prrecarissimarum  Domina)  MARGEUiiE  ac  Margaeet.e  uxorum  ejus.  Qui 
quidem  Radulphus  obiit  18°  die  Novembris  a.d.  1494.  Et  dicta  Domina  Margarita  obiit 
....  die  ....  ac  prredicta  Margeeia  ab  hoc  seculo  migravit  10°  die  Martii  A.D.  1492  ;  cujus 
animw  propitietur  Deus. 

It  was  found  at  the  inquest  held  by  the  King's  Escheator  at  Maidstone,  on  12th 
Oct.  1495,  that  Sir  Ralph  Astry  died  on  18th  Nov.  1494,  and  that  his  heir  was  his 
son  William,  who  was  23  years  old  and  upwards  at  the  date  of  the  inquest.  2.  That 
Sir  Ralph  died  seised  of  lands  at  Hitchin  in  Hertfordshire,  which  were  entailed  by 
his  Will  on  his  son  William  and  his  three  younger  sons  successively.  3.  That  Sir 
Ralph  was  also  seised  of  lands  in  the  parish  of  All  Hallows,  in  the  hundred  of  Hoo, 
in  Kent,  which  wore  entailed  by  his  Will  on  his  son  Ralph,  with  remainder  to  his 
brothers,  William,  Thomas,  and  Henry,  in  succession.  4.  That  John  Warde, 
Grocer  and  alderman  of  London,  and  John  Breton,  clerk,  stood  enfeoffed  in  divers 
houses  and  lands  in  the  City  of  London  and  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  also  in 
the  manor  of  Bryssing,*  in  the  parish  of  Langley,  in  Kent,  and  also  in  the  manor 
of  Gore  Court  ;t  and  in  lands  in  the  parishes  of  Langley,  Boughton-Monchelsea, 
Chart,  Otham,  Maidstone,  and  Thornham,  in  the  same  county  of  Kent ;  and  also  in 
lands  in  the  parishes  of  Kingston,  ]\'Ialdcn,  and  Talworth,  in  Surrey,  to  the  use  of 
Dame  Margaret  Astry,  the  widow  of  Sir  Ralph,  for  her  life,  and  after  her  death  to  the 
uses  of  Sir  Ralph  Astry's  Will.  5.  That  Sir  Ralph  Astry  made  his  Will  on  10th  Nov. 
1494,  whereby  the  bulk  of  his  estate,  suljject  to  the  life  interest  of  his  widow,  was 
entailed  on  his  sons,  AYiUiam,  Ralph,  Thomas,  and  Henry  Astry,  in  succession,  with 
remainder  to  Nicholas  Mattok,  son  of  Nicholas  Mattok,  Fishmonger  of  London ; 
but  in  case  all  his  sons  and  the  said  Nicholas  Mattok  died  without  heirs,  the  executors, 
or  such  of  them  as  should  be  then  living,  or  if  they  were  all  dead,  then  the  Wardens 
of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  were  to  sell  all  the  lands  and  tenements  devised  by 
the  Will,  and  were  to  apply  the  proceeds  in  '  dedes  of  almes,  pitty,  and  charite,'  at 
their  discretion.  (59)  Sir  Ralph's  Will  was  made  on  lOtli  Nov.  1494,  the  day  after 
he  ceased  to  be  Lord  Mayor ;  and  as  he  makes  no  allusion  to  his  illness,  his  death, 
eight  days  afterwards,  would  seem  to  have  been  sudden.  It  is  shown  in  every  line 
of  his  Will  that  he  was  a  just,  charitable,  God-fearing  man,  full  of  consideration  for 
his  relations  and  dependents.  The  number  of  outstanding  loans  which  he  forgives 
is  a  sufficient  proof  of  his  willingness  to  lend  a  helping  hand,  and  of  his  forbearance 
in  exacting  payment. 

*  The  manor  of  Bryssing  was  parcel  of  the  Honour  of  the  Diicliy  of  Lancaster,  and  was  purchaseJ 
by  Ealph  Astiy  early  in  the  reign  of  Eilward  IV.  (60) 

t  The  mansion  and  manor  of  Gore  Court,  in  the  parish  of  Otham,  was  purchased  liy  Ealph  Astry 
from  Sir  Homy  Isley,  Kt.  (60) 
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Rauf  Astry,  Knyght  and  Citizen,  and  Fishmonger  and  Alderman  of  London.  Will 
dated  10th  Nov.  1594  (10  Hen.  VII.). 

'  My  bodie  to  be  buryed  before  the  quyre  doore,  in  the  bodie  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  Martyn 
ill  the  Vyntry  of  London,  by  the  pulpit  ttere,  as  the  bodie  of  Margaret  Astry,  late  my  wife, 
lyeth  buryed.' 

My  executors  to  pay  all  my  debts  immediately,  and  within  four  years  after  my  death  to 
make  restitution  of  all  which  ought  of  right  by  me  to  be  restored,  '  whiche  doon,  all  my  plate, 
jewellis,  debts,  moveable  goodes,  and  marchandises,  vMcli  God  Jiath  lent  me,  are  to  be  divided 
into  three  equal  parts,  whereof '  Dame  Margery,  my  wife,  is  to  have  one  part,  and  my  children 
who  live  to  be  21  years  old  the  second  part.  The  third  part  to  be  applied  as  follows,  viz. 
To  the  high  altar  of  St.  Martyn's  in  the  Vyntry,  for  tithes  and  offerings  forgotten  or  negligently 
withholden,  in  discharge  of  my  soul,  5s.  Towards  the  reparacion  of  the  ledes  and  other  werkes 
of  the  same  church,  £5. 

My  executors  to  find  an  honest  priest  of  good  conversation  to  synge,  in  the  same  church  of 
St.  Martyn's,  in  Our  Lady's  Chapell  there,  for  my  soul  by  the  space  of  ten  years.  His  salary  to 
be  ten  marks  a  year,  which  will  make  £66  13s.  id.  for  the  ten  years.  The  same  priest  to  be 
attendant  to  all  dyvyne  services  in  the  said  church,  and  to  help  thereto,  and  also  to  wayte 
upon  Dame  Margery,  my  wife,  at  her  pleasure. 

To  the  parish  church  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Hitchyn,  in  Hertfordshire,  £40,  for  a  suete  of  vest- 
ments to  be  bought  for  that  church  by  the  advice  of  my  executors.  Also  to  Our  Lady's  Altar 
on  the  south  side  of  the  same  church  for  John  Edwards  the  priest  to  synge  with  a  chalice  of 
silver,  to  cost  .£3  Gs.  8d. 

To  the  Order  of  White  Friars,  in  Hitchyn,  to  pray  for  my  soul,  and  my  friends'  souls,  40s.  ; 
and  I  will  that  an  obit  be  yearly  kept  in  the  same  church  for  my  soul,  and  the  souls  of  my 
father  and  mother,  and  of  the  said  John  Edwards,  for  twenty  years  next  after  my  death  ; 
13s.  id.  to  be  yearly  distributed  at  the  same  obit  between  the  priest,  clerks,  and  poor  people 
there,  which  for  twenty  years  amounts  to  £13  Gs.  Sd. 

To  Katryne,  Agnes,  Amy,  and  Koose,  daughters  of  my  brother  Thomas  Ostriche,  20s.  each, 
with  40s.  more  to  Katryne,  Agnes,  and  Amy  each,  and  20s.  more  to  the  said  Roose,  and  to  each 
of  their  childi-en,  Gs.  Sd. ;  and  I  forgive  Thomas  Ostriche,  Draper,  one-half  of  all  the  money  which 
he  owes  me,  '  as  it  appereth  by  his  billys,'  on  condition  that  within  six  months  after  my  death 
he  secures  the  payment  of  the  other  half  to  my  executors. 

To  Richard  Harrynton,  to  pray  for  my  soul,  20s.  To  John  Benyngton,  Grocer,  £G  133.  id. 
To  James  Vergeancit,  Fishmonger,  20s. 

To  the  Friars  Preachers  within  Ludgate  of  London,  to  the  Grey  Friars  in  London,  and  to 
the  Friars  Austins  in  London,  53s.  id.  to  each  of  them  to  pray  for  my  soul.  To  the  White 
Friars  in  Fleet-street,  in  London,  40s.,  and  to  the  Crowchid  Friars  beside  the  Tower  of  London, 
13s.  id.  for  the  like  purpose. 

To  every  child  of  my  cousin  Elizabeth  Cornyssh,  13s.  id.  To  my  cousin  John  Pever,  and 
to  his  wife,  20s. ;  and  to  each  of  their  children,  Gs.  8d.  To  Robert  Hille,  my  apprentice,  40s. 
To  William  Thorn,  my  servant,  40s.  To  Roper  Marchmont,  my  servant,  5  marks  ;  and  '  I 
forgive  him  the  40s.  of  mine  which  he  lost.'  To  Agnes  Hille,  my  servant,  5  marks  at  her  mar- 
riage. To  my  servants  Agnea  Talbot  and  Iden,  40s.  each.  To  my  cousin  Hyde  Thorough- 
gate,  £4  ;  and  to  her  daughter,  20s.  To  Isabel  Valett,  my  servant,  2Gs.  Sd.  To  every  child  of 
my  cousin  Thomas  White,  Gs.  8(/. ;  and  I  forgive  my  cousin  John  White  all  the  money  he 
shall  owe  me  at  the  time  of  my  death.  To  my  servant  Jerome  Rygate,  20s.  To  my  cousin 
Thomas  Lee,  Haberdasher,  20s.  To  my  cousin  Ide  BroAvne,  20s.  ;  and  to  each  of  her  children, 
Gs.  Sd.  To  John  Pentecost  and  Thomas  Barry,  13s.  id.  each.  To  Katryne  Chamberleyn,  40s. 
To  William  Hayle  my  clerk,  to  the  intent  that  he  bo  friendly  and  diligent  to  my  executors  in 
executing  the  last  Will  of  my  master  Su-  William  Hampton,  and  this  my  present  Will,  £20.    To 
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the  poor  prisoners  in  Newgate,  £4  ;  in  Ludgate,  40s. ;  in  the  King's  Bench  in  Southwerk,  40s. ; 
and  in  the  Marchelsey  in  Southwerk,  20s.,  to  pray  for  my  soul.  To  every  house  of  lepers  within 
six  miles  about  London,  5s.  To  the  fabric  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  James  of  Garlickhithe, 
London,  £G  8.s.  id.  To  the  following  priests  to  pray  for  my  soul,  viz.  to  Sir  John  Greve, 
priest,  20s. ;  to  Sir  John  Belangis,  late  Morower  Masse  Priest  of  St.  Martyn's  in  the  Vyntry, 
13s.  id. ;  to  Thomas  Rychmonde,  priest,  20s. ;  and  to  my  cousin  Master  Walter  Browne,  ba- 
chilor  of  divynity,  4C»s.  To  Edmund  Browne  of  Hitchyn,  40s.  To  Johane  Wanell,  daughter  of 
Alice  Wanell,  40  marks  on  her  marriage-day. 

'To  the  Wardens  of  the  Craufte  of  Fishmongers  in  old  Fish-street  of  London,  to  the  honour 
and  worship  of  the  said  fellowship,  and  in  performance  of  my  said  master  Sir  William  Hamp- 
ton's Will,  three  standing  gilte  cupps  playne,  with  three  covers  all  gilte,  with  the  arms  of  my  said 
master  in  the  botomys  of  the  said  cupps,  weying  altogether  117  ounces  and  a  half,  in  remem- 
brance that  they  shall  pray  for  my  master's  soul  and  for  mine.' 

To  John  Lee,  tailor,  £10.  To  William  Cosyn  the  elder,  £5  ;  and  to  his  son  William,  £5. 
To  Richard  Hille,  tailor,  £30.  To  James  Swetman  and  his  wife,  20s.  each.  To  William  Eussell, 
10s.  To  the  poor  prisoners  in  the  two  countyrs  in  London,  20s.  for  either  countyr.  To  the 
making  of  Rochester  Bridge  fifty  bales  of  jeane  wood.  To  Thomas  Edwards,  son  of  my  wife 
Dame  Margery,  £30  ;  and  to  her  son  John  Revell,  £30. 

For  a  sute  of  vestments  to  be  chosen  by  my  executors  for  the  said  church  of  St.  Martyn's 
in  the  Vyntry,  £60.  To  Sir  John  Awngill,  priest,  26s.  8d.  a  year  during  his  life,  to  be  paid  half 
yearly.  To  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas  of  Mynnysden  beside  Hitchyn,  5  marks,  to  be  bestowed  in 
such  ornaments  as  my  executors  think  convenient.  To  the  fraternity  of  Our  Lady  and  St. 
John  at  Hitchyn,  40s.  To  the  fraternity  of  Our  Lady  in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Mary  Wolnoth , 
London,  Gs.  Sd.  To  the  Friars  Observants  of  Greenwich,  40s.  To  William  Badmore,  my 
porter,  20s. 

The  residue  of  all  my  personal  estate  after  payment  of  my  debts,  funeral,  and  legacies  to 
be  applied  by  my  executors  in  '  finding  scholars  in  the  Universities  of  Cambridge  and  Oxford, 
in  marriage  of  poor  young  men  and  maidens  of  good  name  and  fame,  in  mending  of  foul  and 
feeble  wayes,  in  redeeming  poor  persons  out  of  prison,  and  in  other  works  of  charity,  mercy, 
and  pity  for  my  soul  as  shall  be  thought  most  convenient  to  be  done  to  the  pleasure  of 
Almighty  God.' 

My  wife  Dame  Margery  ;  John  Warde,*  citizen  and  Grocer  and  alderman  of  London  ;  and 
Nicholas  Mattock,-]-  Fishmonger  of  London,  to  be  my  executors ;  each  of  the  said  John  and 
Nicholas  having  £15  for  his  labour. 

The  right  worshipful  man.  Master  John  Bretton,  D.D.,t  parson  of  St.  Peter's,  Cornhill, 
London,  to  be  overseer  of  my  Will,  and  to  have  £5  for  his  labour  and  good  counsel. 

As  TO  THE  DISPOSITION  OF  MY  MANERS,  LANDES,  AND  TENEMENTS,  as  well   within  the  Citty 

of  London  and  suburbs  of  the  same  as  within  the  counties  of  Kent,  Hertford,  Surrey,  and 
Middx.,  and  in  the  whiche  divers  persons  been  enfeoffed  to  myne  use,  ffirst : 

I  gif  and  bequeth  alle  my  landes  and  tenements  in  the  towne  and  fEeldes  of  Hitchyn  and  els 

*  John  Ward,  citizen  and  Grocer  of  London,  was  one  of  the  Sheriffs  in  1-179,  and  was  Lord  Mayor  of 
London  in  1485,  when  Ralph  Astry  was  Sheriff.  Ward  was  the  third  Lord  Mayor  of  this  year,  and  suc- 
ceeded Sir  William  Stokker,  who  died  of  the  sweating  sickness.  (54) 

t  The  llattockf^  were  conuectcd  with  Hitchin  for  at  least  two  centuries.  There  is  a  brass  iu  Hitchiu 
Chnroh  to  the  memory  of  Nicholas  Mattock,  merchant  of  the  Sla2)le  of  Oatais,  and  cithen  and  Fish- 
monger of  London,  who  died  14  .  . ;  and  of  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  who  died  'iCth  Sept.  1485.  Their  descend- 
ant, John  Mattock,  Esq.,  of  Coventry,  gave,  by  deed  dated  25th  July  1C3'J,  nine  acres  of  land  in  Hitchiu 
to  the  use  of  the  Free  School  there.  {53) 

;  Doctor  John  Bretcyn  was  presented  by  the  Corporation  of  London  to  the  Rectory  of  St.  Teter's, 
Cornhill,  on  10th  Dec.  1478,  (62)  and,  according  to  his  M.I.  in  that  church,  died  Rector  on  2Uth  Sept. 
1500.  (62) 
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where  within  the  county  of  Hertford  to  my  sonne  William  Astry,  and  to  the  heu-es  of  his  bodie 
lawfully  begotten,  to  hold  the  same  of  the  chief  lordes  '  of  the  foe  by  the  service  thereof  due  and 
of  right  accustomed,  to  this  intent,  and  undre  this  forme  and  condition,  that  the  same  William 
Astry  and  the  heires  of  his  bodio  yerely  forevermore  after  my  deceasse  finde  and  kepe,  in  the 
parish  church  of  Saint  Andrewe  of  Hitchyn  aforesaid,  an  honest  prest  to  singe  at  our  ladye  altar 
on  the  sowth  side  of  the  same  church,  and  there  to  pray  for  my  soule  and  the  soules  of  my  fore- 
said master  Sir  William  Hampton  and  Dame  Margarett  his  wife,  and  for  the  soules  of  Henry 
Astry  my  fader,  and  Ido  my  moder,  and  for  the  soul  of  John  Edwards,  and  for  alle  my  frendes' 
soules,  paying  yerely  to  the  said  prest  for  his  salarye  and  wage  ix.  marks  sterling,  the  same  preste 
to  be  attendannt  at  alle  divine  services  to  be  saide  or  songe  in  the  parish  church  of  Hitchyn 
aforesaid,  atte  alle  tymes  except  a  lawful  cause.'  And  yf  my  said  sonne  William  Astry  decesse 
without  heires  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  thenne  alle  the  foresaid  landes  and  tenements  shall 
remayne  unto  Rauf  Astry,  my  sonne,  and  to  the  heires  of  his  bodie,  to  the  intent  aforesaid  ; 
remaynder  to  Henry  Astry,  ray  sonne,  in  fee  tail,  to  the  like  intent ;  remaynder  to  Nicholas 
Mattok,  son  of  Nicholas  Mattok,  citizen  and  Ffishmouger  of  London,  and  to  the  heires  of  his 
bodie  lawfully  begotten,  to  the  intent  aforesaid  ;  remaynder  unto  myne  executors  aforesaide, 
or  to  suche  of  theym  as  then  shall  be  lyving;  remaynder  unto  the  Wardeyns  of  the  Craufte 
of  Ffishmongers  of  the  Citte  of  London  thenne  beyng,  to  the  intent  to  selle  theym  and  to  per- 
form my  last  will  after  the  manner  and  forme  undre  written. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeth,  after  the  death  of  Dame  Margerie  my  wife,  my  tenement  with  the 
appurts.,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Jamys  at  Garlikhithe,  late  of  Thomas  Kent,  in  the  whiche  tene- 
ment I  nowe  dwell ;  and  also  my  tenement  in  the  parish  of  S.  Martyn  in  the  Vyntre,  som  tyme 
called  the  Three  Tonnes  ;  and  also  my  messuage  called  Gorecourt,  with  the  lands  thereto 
belonging,  in  the  townes  and  ffeldes  of  Otham,  Maydestone,  Thorneham,  Langley,  and  Bear- 
stede,  in  the  county  of  Kent ;  and  also  my  landes  and  tenements  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Mary 
Matfelon  without  Algate  of  London,  late  of  Thomas  Litley,  Grocer  ;  and  also  my  landes  and 
tenements  in  the  townes  and  ffeldes  of  Maldon,  Kyngston,  and  Tal worth,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
whiche  late  were  of  Roger  Stede,  Vyntner :  to  my  said  son  William  Astry  in  fee  tail,  with 
remainder  to  my  said  son  Rauf  Astry  in  fee  tail  ;  remainder  to  my  said  son  Thomas  Astry  in 
fee  tail ;  remainder  to  my  said  son  Henry  Astry  in  fee  tail ;  remainder  to  my  said  executors, 
or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  then  living  ;  remainder  to  the  Wai-dens  aforesaid,  to  perform  my 
last  will. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath,  after  the  death  of  the  said  Dame  Margery  my  wife,  my  manor  of 
Brysshyng,  in  Kent,  with  the  appurts.,  and  a  croft  of  land  called  Grete  Rayes,  and  a  marsh 
called  South  Marsh,  and  a  field  called  South  Field,  and  another  marsh  called  Lucas  Hame,  and 
a  croft  called  Long  Croft,  and  also  a  tenement  called  Roger's  tenement,  in  the  parish  of  All 
Hallows,  in  the  hundred  of  Hoo,  in  Kent,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Thomas  Pympe,'-^ 
gent.,  to  my  son  Rauf  Astry  in  fee  tail  ;  remainder  to  my  said  son  William  Astry  in  fee  tail ; 
remainder  to  my  said  son  Thomas  Astry  in  fee  tail  ;  remainder  to  my  said  son  Henry  Astry  in 
fee  tail ;  remainder  to  my  said  executors  or  the  survivor  of  them  ;  remainder  to  the  said 
Wardens,  to  perform  my  will. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  all  my  lands  and  pastures  in  the  said  parish  of  All  Hallow8,t 
which  were  late  of  Robert  Dathe,  and  after  the  death  of  my  said  wife  Dame  Margery  my  two 
tenements  in  the  parish  of  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  Old  Jewry  of  London,  to  my  said  son  Thomas 
Astry  in  fee   tail,   with  remainder  to  my  said    son  Rauf  in  fee  tail ;    remainder  to  my  said 

*  Thomas  PimpL',  the  head  of  an  ancient  Kentish  f:imily,  whoso  chief  seat  was  Pimpo's  Oourt  iu  Eiist 
Parleigh,  died  in  1171,  and  was  buried  in  All  Hallows  Church.  (65) 

t  This  estate  long  continued  in  the  possossioa  of  Thomas  Astry's  descendants,  for  it  is  referred  to  in 
the  WUl  of  Ralph  Astry  II.  of  Harlington,  in  1508.     See  p.  75. 
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son  Heury  in  fee  tail ;  remainder  to  my  said  executors  ;  remainder  to  the  said  Wardens,  to 
perform  my  will. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath,  after  the  death  of  Agnes,  late  wife  of  Henry  Nevill,  Iremonger, 
and  of  my  said  wife  Dame  Margery,  my  tenement  called  the  Galy,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Botolph 
beside  Billingsgate  of  London,  and  also  my  tenement  in  Trinity-lane,  in  the  parish  of  the 
Trinity  the  Little  of  London,  and  also  my  two  tenements  in  Hogyn-lane,  in  the  same  parish, 
late  of  Rauf  Mark,  to  my  said  son  Henry  Astry  in  fee  tail,  with  remainder  to  my  said  son 
William  ;  remainder  to  my  said  son  Rauf  in  fee  tail  ;  remainder  to  my  said  son  Thomas  in 
fee  tail ;  remainder  to  my  said  executors  ;  remainder  to  the  said  Wardens. 

But  if  all  my  said  sons,  and  the  said  Nicholas  Mattok,  son  of  Nicholas  Mattok,  Fishmonger, 
die  without  i.ssue  of  their  bodies  lawfully  begotten,  which  '  God  defend,'  then  my  said  executors, 
or  the  Wardens  of  the  Craft  aforesaid,  shall  sell  all  the  lands  and  tenements  bequeathed  by  my 
present  Will  to  my  said  children  and  to  the  said  Nicholas  Mattok's  son,  and  shall  dispose  of  the 
proceeds  as  follows,  viz. 

Half  the  money  coming  from  the  sale  of  my  lands  in  Hitchin  and  elsewhere  in  Hertford- 
shire is  to  be  divided  between  Thomas  Edwards  and  John  Revell,  the  sons  of  my  said  wife 
Dame  Margery  ;  and  the  other  half  of  this  same  money,  and  all  the  proceeds  arising  from 
the  sale  of  all  the  rest  of  my  manors,  lands,  and  tenements,  is  to  be  disposed  in  '  making  and 
amendyng  of  high  and  fowle  wayes  abowte  Hitchyn  and  in  other  places  within  the  county  of 
Hertford,  and  abowte  the  Citte  of  London  ;  and  toward  the  exhibicion  and  bynding  of  poore 
scolers  to  the  Universitees  of  Cambrygge  and  Oxenford  ;  and  in  marriage  of  poore  maydens 
of  good  name  and  fame  ;  and  in  other  dedes  of  almes,  pitte,  and  charite,  by  the  good  discrecion 
of  myne  executors,  or  by  the  Wardens  aforesaid,  yf  mine  executors  be  not  thenne  lyving, 
to  the  pleasure  of  God  and  to  the  helth  of  my  soule  and  of  the  soules  above  named.' 

My  executors,  after  the  death  of  my  said  wife  Dame  Margery,  are  to  sell  my  brewhouse 
called  the  Suyte,  and  the  two  tenements  adjoining,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Leonard's  Eastcheap 
of  London,  and  are  to  apply  the  proceeds  in  payment  of  my  legacies.  I  revoke  all  former 
Wills  made  by  me  before  this  10th  day  of  November  1494  (10  Hen.  VII.),  and  declare  this  to  be 
my  only  AVill. 

'  In  witness  whereof  I  have  set  my  seal  hereunto,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Master 
John  Breton  ;  John  Lee,  taylor  ;  John  Piver,  mercer  ;  Richard  Hill,  taylor  ;  William  Hayle  and 
George  Nicholl,  soryvenors,  and  citizens  of  London,  witnesses  by  me  thereto  called  and  specially 
required.' 

Will  proved  in  C.P.C.  20  Dec.  1494,  by  Dame  Margery,  the  widow,  and  Nicholas  Mattok, 
power  being  reserved  to  the  other  executors.  [19  Vox.] 

Dame  Margaret  Astry,  the  widow  of  Sir  Kalph,  died  on  18th  Nov.  1523,  (6i) 
after  twenty-nine  years  of  widowhood,  when  Sir  Ralph's  estates  in  Kent,  London, 
and  Surrey,  which  she  held  in  jointure,  at  last  reverted  to  his  heir  under  the  limita- 
tions of  his  Will.  She  had  outlived  her  three  stepsons,  who  had  all  died  without 
issue  except  the  youngest ;  and  his  eldest  son  William  svicceeded  on  her  death  to 
his  grandfather's  entailed  estates.  She  died  rich,  and  her  estate  was  divided  by  her 
Will  between  her  two  surviving  sons,  Thomas  Edwards  and  Henry  Astry ;  for 
John  Eevell,  the  only  son  of  her  second  marriage,  had  married  and  died  without 
issue  in  her  lifetime.  He  was  buried  at  Otham  in  Kent,  where  a  copper  tablet  of 
quaint  design,  with  his  likeness  engraved  on  it,  was  fixed  in  the  church  to  his 
memory  by  direction  of  his  mother's  A\'ill.     Dame  Margaret's  thoughts  in  her  old 
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age  reverted  to  the  husband  of  her  youth,  although  her  last-born  son  was  her 
favourite  child ;  and  she  desires  in  Iier  Will  to  be  buried  in  the  Church  of  St. 
Peter's,  Cornhill,  beside  her  first  husband,  AVilliam  Edwards.  She  died  on  18th 
Nov.  1523,  and  an  inquest  was  held  at  Maidstone  by  the  King's  Escheator  on  3d 
Nov.  1524,  to  ascertain  who  was  the  heir  of  the  estates  formerly  belonging  to  Sir 
Ealph  Astry,  Kt.,  which  his  widow  had  held  in  jointure. 

The  verdict  found  at  this  inquest  completes  the  history  of  the  family  to  this 
date.  After  reciting  Sir  Ralph  Astry's  seisin  in  his  Kentish  estates,  it  is  related  that 
he  married  a  wife  named  Elizabeth,*  by  whom  he  had  issue  three  sons,  William, 
Ralph,  and  Thomas  Astry.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  Elizabeth  Sir  Ralph  married 
Margery  Revel),  widow,  and  by  his  marriage  settlement,  dated  29th  Sept.  1493,  his 
estates  in  Kent  were  settled  on  the  said  Margaret  for  life,  with  remainder  to  such 
persons  as  he  should  by  Will  appoint.  He  had  issue  by  Margaret  a  son,  Henry 
Astry,  and  made  his  Will  at  London  on  10th  Nov.  1594,  whereby  he  devised  his 
estates,  after  the  death  of  his  wife  INIargaret,  to  his  son  William  Astry  and  the  heirs 
of  his  body,  with  remainder  to  Ralph  Astry,  brother  of  William,  in  fee  tail ; 
remainder  to  Thomas  Astry,  brother  of  Ralph,  in  fee  tail ;  remainder  to  Henry 
Astry,  with  divers  remainders  over.  Sir  Ralph  Astry  died  a  few  days  after  the  date 
of  his  Will,  and  afterwards  his  said  sons,  William  and  Ralph  Astiy,  both  died  with- 
out issue.  Thomas  Astry,  the  third  son  of  Sir  Ralph,  married  Elizabeth  Skipwith, 
and  had  issue  by  her  a  son  William.  Th.e  same  Thomas  after  the  death  of  his  wife 
Elizabeth  married  Joan,  daughter  of  John  Pygott,  and  had  issue  by  her  John 
and  Ralph  Astr}^,  and  afterwards  the  said  Thomas  died.  William  Astry,  son  and 
heir  of  the  said  Thomas,  on  reaching  the  age  of  18,  married  Isabella,  daughter 
of  Robert  Pygott,  gent. ;  and  afterwards  Margaret  Astry,  the  widow  of  the  said  Sir 
Ralph  Astry,  Kt.,  died  on  18th  Nov.  last  past ;  when  William  Astry,  the  son  and 
heir  of  the  said  Thomas,  was  found  to  be  the  heir  of  his  grandfather,  the  said  Sir 
Ralph  Astry,  Kt.  The  said  William  was  21  years  old  and  upwards  at  the  date  of 
this  inquest.  (6i) 

Dame  Margery  Astry,  widowe,  late  wife  of  Sir  Kadf  Astry,  Knyght,  and  late 
Alderman  of  the  citie  of  London.    Will  dated  12th  Sept.  1523. 

My  body  to  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  S.  Peter,  in  Cornhull  of  London,  as  nygh  unto 
the  grave  there  where  the  body  of  William  Edwards,  citizen  and  Grocer  of  London  while  he 
lived,  and  sometyme  my  late  husband,  iieth  buried  as  it  may  conveniently  be  doon. 

To  the  high-altar  of  the  parish  church  of  Sainte  James  Garlikehithe  of  London,  vis.  viiid. 
To  the  werks  of  the  body  of  the  foresaid  church,  inli.  vis.  viii(/.  '  A  good  honest  prest  of  vertuous 
disposicion,  beyng  of  age  of  40  yeres  or  more,  to  celebrate,  synge,  and  say  masse  in  the  said 
church  of  Sainte  Peter  aforesaid,  and  pray  for  the  soule.?  of  me  Dame  Margery  Astry  and  of 
Sir  Rauf  Astry,  Knyght,  Robert  Revell,  Alderman,  and  William  Edwards,  Grocer,  and  my  late 
husbands,  and  for  the  soule  of  John  Revell  my  sonne,  and  for  all  Christen  soules  by  the  tyme 

*  It  is  certain,  from  Su-  Ralph  Astry's  Will  {see  p.  55),  that  the  nftine  of  his  first  wife  was  Mai-garet, 
not  Elizabeth. 
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and  space  of  tenne  yeres  next  after  my  decease,  and  that  the  said  prest  shall  have  yerely  for  his 
wagys,  salarye,  and  service  in  that  behalf,  yuH.' 

Cloth  for  black  gowns  to  be  given  to  my  cozen  Henry  Lumney  and  his  wife,  my  son  Henry 
Astry  and  his  wife,  my  cozen  Lane  and  his  wife,  my  cozen  Eichard  Hill  and  his  wife,  Nicholas 
Cosyn  and  his  wife,  my  sister  Hill,  Thomas  Edwards  my  son,  Alexander  Ronghley  my  servant, 
and  my  cozen  Agnes  Gascoyn. 

To  Robert  and  Thomas  Hill,  sons  of  my  brother  Stevyn  Hill,  iv^;.,  towards  their  '  fynding  to 
BCole.' 

To  my  cozens  Elizabeth  Lane,  Margaret  Lumney,  Emma  Cosyn,  and  Agnes  G-ascoyn,  v.  marks 
each.  To  Lnce  Lowen  my  cousin,  xls.  To  cozen  Richard  Hill's  wife,  xls.  To  my  godson 
Robert  Lane,  xxs.     To  Sir  William  Hikks,  prest,  vis.  viiiA     To  Alice  Tencowo,  xls. 

'  The  preest  whom  I  have  orde3med  to  synge  for  my  soule  in  maner  aforesaid  yerely  every 
fryday  during  the  said  10  yeres  to  synge  and  say  masse  at  the  aulter  of  Scala  cell  in  the  Crossed 
Freres  of  London,  or  ells  there  where  within  the  said  citie  of  London  the  aulter  of  Ara  Scala 
celi  is  kept.  To  the  mendyng  of  all  those  fowle  ways  moost  mede  of  mendyng  and  within  xx. 
myles  of  London,  10  marks  to  be  bestowed  by  the  advise  and  counsell  of  Robert  Barbo,  here- 
myte'"  of  Jesus  Chapdl  at  Islynton.' 

I  remit  all  debts,  save  those  owing  to  me  by  John  Restall  and  Jane  his  daughter,  late  wife 
of  my  son  John  Revell. 

To  Sir  Richard  Broke,  Knight  and  one  of  the  King's  Justices  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King 
Henry  VIII.  of  his  comyn  Bench,  and  to  his  wife,  black  gowns.  Henry  Astry  to  be  my  sole 
executor,  and  the  said  Richard  Broke  to  be  overseer.  The  residue  of  my  goods  to  be  divided 
between  my  son  Thomas  Edwards  and  my  son  Henry  Astry. 

Witnesses :  Alexander  Ronghley,  notary,  Richard  Brixworth,  John  Lane,  Anthony  Marshall, 
Thomas  Balard,  priest,  Leonard  Hopkynson. 

Codicil  dated  2Gth  October  1523. 

To  my  godson  Rauf  Astry,  xx/i.  To  my  sister  Hill,  late  wife  of  my  brother  Stevyn  Hill  of 
London,  Grocer,  xls.  My  executor  to  have  a  '  table  of  coper,  as  large  and  as  brode  as  shall  be 
necessary,'  to  be  set  in  a  pillar  in  the  church  of  Otham,  Kent,  as  nigh  where  my  son  John 
Revell  lies  buried  as  can  be  ;  and  on  the  same  table  to  be  engraven  '  an  image  or  picture  as  like 
unto  the  said  John  Revell  as  it  may  conveniently  be  doon,  togider  with  his  armys  and  certain 
scriptur  to  be  devised  by  my  said  overseer  ;  and  thereupon  it  is  my  will  that  myn  executor  shall 
expende  xiiis.  iv</.,  and  more  yf  nede  require.' 

To  the  chapel  of  Mynnesdon,  Hitchin,  where  I  was  horn,  a  chalice  and  paten  of  silveilb. 

'  I  geve  the  best  of  my  vestment  for  a  prest  to  synge  masse  in  a  chapell  of  S.  Thomas  the 
Martyr  called  Wyndill  Chappell,  founded  and  sett  within  the  parishe  of  Prescott,  in  countie  of 
Lancaster,  nygb  Weryngton,  where  my  servant  Alexander  Ronghley  was  born,  for  to  pray  for 
my  soule  and  all  Christen  soules.  To  the  parishe  church  of  S.  Peters,  Cornhill,  of  London,  a 
paxe  of  silver  and  gilt,  garnished  with  perles  and  other  stones,  and  also  sett  and  garni.shed  with 
synkfoyles,  which  is  in  a  little  spruse  chest ;  and  to  the  same  church  a  myssale  or  masse-booke 
with  a  white  cover.'  To  my  son  Thomas  Edwards  '  a  little  salt,  with  a  cover  of  silver,  and  gilt, 
garnished  with  perles,  and  a  grete  standing  cupp  of  silver  parcels  gilt,  and  on  the  knopp  of 
the  said  cover  a  squyreU,  and  ix.  spoones  of  silver  with  woodruffs  on  the  ends,  which  salt  cupp 

*  The  highway  from  Islington  to  Highgate  had  been  constructed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  as  au 
act  of  charity,  by  William  Phelippc  the  Hermit ;  hut  the  cost  exceeding  his  resources,  he  was  licensed, 
by  Royal  graut,  dated  6th  Nov.  13Ci,  to  collect  a  toll  from  persons  using  the  road.  His  successors  iu 
tho  Hermitage  assumed  the  duty  of  collecting  the  toll  and  maintaining  the  highway.  The  last  Hermit, 
William  Forte,  was  collated  by  Bisliop  Stokosley  in  15.S1  ;  and  tho  Hermitage  formed  part  of  the  site 
given  by  Sn  Roger  Cholmeley  in  1505  to  found  the  Grammar  School  at  Highgate.  (64) 
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and  spoones  remayn  in  the  said  little  spruse  chest  in  the  counting-house  over  the  hall-door. 
To  the  said  Thomas  my  sonue  a  signed  of  gold  called  a  morys  head.' 

To  Agues  Bronche  and  Margery  Sloght  my  servants,  xxs.  each.  To  Agnes  Stevynson  my 
keper,  x,\s.     To  my  chapleyn,  xxs. 

Witnesses:  Richard  Brixworth,  John  Lane,  Anthony  Marshall,  Thomas  Tym,  Leonard 
Hopkynson,  Sir  Thomas  Balard,  prest,  Alexander  Ronghley,  notary. 

Will  and  Codicil  proved  10th  Dec.  1523  in  P.C.C.  by  Henry  Astry.  [Bodefeld  25.] 

Sir  Ealph  Astry  left  four  sons,  of  whom  the  youngest  only  was  the  son  of  his 
second  wife  Dame  Margaret.  His  three  sons  by  his  first  wife  Margery  Ostriche 
were: 

I.  William  Astry,  his  son  and  heir. 

II.  Ralph  Astry  was  scarcely  13  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  was 
apprenticed  to  his  brother  William.  He  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  20  on  19th 
Sept.  1501,  and  was  buried  with  his  father  and  mother  at  St.  Martin's  in  the 
Vintry.     His  monumental  inscription  is  recorded  by  Stowe  :  (56) 

Radulpiics  Astry generosusunus  filiorum  Rad.  Astry  Militis,  quondam  MajorisCivitatis 
London  :  Qui  quidem  Radblphus  filitjs  in  sua  florida  juventute  ab  hoc  seculo  migravit  19 
die  Septembris  a.d.  1501. 

Rauff  Astry  of  London,  cent.    Will  dated  29th  July  1501. 

My  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of  S.  Martin  in  the  Vyntre,  London,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  choir-door.     To  the  high-altar  of  the  said  church,  20s. 

An  honest  able  secular  preste  to  sey  masse  and  other  dyvyne  servyce  in  the  said  church  for 
the  weale  of  my  soul  by  the  space  of  vi.  yeres,  and  the  said  preeste  to  have  every  yere  duringe 
the  said  terme  in  the  name  of  his  salary,  x.  marks. 

To  the  church  werks  of  All  Hallowes,  in  the  hundred  of  Hoo,  Kent,  40s. 

To  my  brothers  William,  Henry,  and  Thomas  Astry,  £20  each. 

To  John  Revell  and  Thomas  Edwards,  £10  each. 

To  William  Harles,  citizen  and  scrivenor  of  London,  £5.  To  his  eldest  son,  40s.  To  his 
eldest  daughter,  40s.     To  Alice  Calverley,  40s. 

The  residue  of  my  estate,  after  payment  of  my  debts,  to  my  executors,  to  dispose  after  their 
free  wills  in  deeds  of  alms  and  pity. 

Nicholas  Mattock  and  my  brother  William  Astry  to  be  my  executors,  and  William  Milborn 
to  be  overseer  of  my  Will. 

Will  proved  on  3d  Nov.  1501  in  P.C.C.  by  Nicholas  Mattok,  the  other  executor,  William 
Astry,  being  then  dead.     [3  Blamyr.] 

III.  Tho.mAS  Astry,  the  ancestor  of  the  Astrys  of  Bedfordshire. 
Sir  Ralph  A.stry's  son  by  his  second  wife.  Dame  Margaret, 

IV.  Henry  Astry  was  born  in  1494,  during  his  father's  mayoralty,  and  was 
therefore  an  infant  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death.  He  was  the  only  one  of  the 
four  brothers  who  lived  to  enjoy  the  reversionary  estate  bequeathed  to  them  by  Sir 
Ralph's  Will  after  the  death  of  Dame  Margaret,  Moreover  he  was  amply  provided 
for  by  his  mother's  Will,  which  he  proved  as  her  executor  on  10th  Dec.  1523.  He 
was  married  at  the  time  of  his  mother's  death ;  but  I  have  found  no  further  notice 
of  him,  except  that  he  died  without  issue.  (66) 
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11. 

William  Astry,  the  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Ealph  by  his  first  wife  Margery,  was 
found  at  the  inquest  held  after  his  father's  death,  on  12th  Oct.  1495,  to  be  then 
23  years  old  and  upwards;  (59)  he  was  therefore  several  years  older  than  his 
brothers  Ralph  and  Thomas ;  for  Ralph  was  still  under  age  when  he  died  in  Sept. 
1501.  William  was,  like  his  father,  free  of  the  Fishmongers  of  London,  and  came 
into  possession  on  his  father's  death  of  the  family  estates  in  Hertfordshire.  He  was 
also  by  his  father's  Will  the  heir-expectant  of  the  bulk  of  Sir  Ralph's  estates  in 
London,  Kent,  and  Surrey,  which  were  settled  on  Dame  Margaret  for  her  life.  But 
this  reversionary  bequest  never  took  effect ;  for  William  died  witliout  issue  22 
years  before  his  stepmother.  He  married  a  wife  named  Elizabeth,  of  whom  nothing 
is  known  except  that  she  survived  him  and  proved  his  Will  on  12th  April  1502. 
He  had  then,  however,  been  dead  six  months ;  for  his  Will  is  dated  14th  Oct.  1501, 
and  it  is  recited  in  the  probate  of  Ralph  Astry's  Will  that  William  was  dead  on 
8d  Nov.  1501,  when  Ralph's  Will  was  proved  by  his  surviving  executor.  William 
therefore  died  within  a  few  weeks  after  his  brother  Ralph,  and  was  buried  near  his 
father  in  the  Church  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  Vintry. 

William  Astri,  citizen  and  Ffishmongek  op  London. 

Will  dated  Uth  Oct.  1501. 

'  I  bequeth  my  soule  to  the  Holy  Triuito,  three  Persons  and  oon  God,  to  oure  Blesssed  Ladye 
Saint  Marye,  and  to  alle  the  holy  company  of  hevin.  Also  I  bequeth  alle  my  evill  dedys  to 
the  develis  of  hell  whenues  they  cam  fro.' 

To  the  high-altar  of  S.  Martyn's  in  the  Vyntre,  10s. ;  and  my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  said 
church,  '  as  nye  my  ffader  Sir  Rauf  Astry  as  can  be.' 

To  my  wife  Elizabeth  100  marks  and  all  my  plate,  with  a  pair  of  round  salts  and  12  spoons 
•with  acorns,  that  was  late  my  brother  Rauf  Astry's.  I  owe  the  said  Rauf,  as  it  appeareth  in  his 
indentures,  £56,  abate  thereof  £20  which  he  bequeathed  me,  and  £5  by  reason  of  executorship. 
Item,  'for  suche  money  as  I  have  layde  owte  for  him  more  than  I  fonde  of  his  in  his  casket,  as 
well  a  little  before  he  sickened,  in  his  sickness,  and  for  his  burying,  with  his  dinner  and  other 
costs,  as  at  his  moneth  minde,  alle  appeareth  by  my  books,  with  the  given  reckoning,  and  what 
I  found  of  his  in  gold  and  grots  and  penccs,  it  appeareth  by  the  reckenyng  of  his  indentures.' 

To  my  said  wife  all  my  household  stuff,  with  all  those  my  gounes,  doublet,  and  jackett, 
except  my  blew  furred  with  blak  cony,  which  I  give  to  my  brother  Thomas  Astry,  and  also 
£5  when  he  comes  to  his  lawful  age.  '  And  yf  he  dye  or  it  come  to  him,  it  is  to  be  bestowed  for 
the  soules  of  William,  Rauf,  and  Thomas  Astry.' 

Also  to  my  brother  Henry,  £5  when  he  comes  to  age.  To  each  of  my  prentices  and  men  ser- 
vants, viz.  John  Holmes,  Richard  Hilsom,  and  Edmond  Harker,  one  mark. 

To  the  high-altar  of  our  Lady's  Church  at  Hitchin,  40s. 

To  the  high-altar  of  S.  James'  Church  in  Garlyckhithe,  20s.  To  Sir  John,  my  prest,  of 
Hitchin,  towards  his  exhibicion,  iiii.  nobles.     To  the  v.  orders  of  ffriers,  v.  nobles. 

Elizabeth  Astry  my  wife  to  be  my  executrix  ;  and  William  Mylbourne,  now  being  Chamber- 
laine  of  London,  to  be  overseer  of  my  Will,  and  I  give  him  my  great  ring  with  my  arms. 

Will  proved  12th  April  1502  in  P.C.C.  by  Elizabeth,  relict  and  executrix.   [14  Blamyr.] 
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It  is  evident  from  the  finding  of  the  inquest,  which  was  held  in  1524,  after  Dame 
Margaret  Astry's  death,  (6i)  and  from  the  succession  of  Sir  Kalph  Astry's  estates, 
that  William  Astry  died  without  issue.  It  is  difficult,  therefore,  to  understand  how 
it  came  to  pass  that  the  Heralds  recorded  in  the  Visitation  of  London  of  15G8  the 
fictitious  pedigree  printed  below  :  (65) 

Arms  :  Barry  wavy  of  six  ar/jent  and  ar^ure,  on  a  chief  gules  three  bezants,  a  crescent  for  dif- 
ferencc. 

Sr.  Rafe  Astry,  Knight,  married  to  his  first  wife  Margery,  daughter  of and  by 

hev  had  no  issue  ;  and  to  his  second  wife  he  marid  Margarett,  doughter  of  Hill,  and  had  issue 
William  his  eldist  son,  Rafe  second  son. 

WiLLM.  AsTKY,  son  and  heire  of  Sir  Rafe  Astry,  Knight,  marid  Isabel! ,  doughter  of  Pigott 
of  Bechington,  in  the  countie  of  Bucks,  and  had  issue  Thomas  his  eldist  son,  Francis  second  son, 
Elizabeth,  marid  to  Wm.  Bugby  of  Hunts. 

Francis  Astry  of  London,  gent.,  second  son  of  William  Astry,  marid  Elizabeth,  doughter  of 
Oliver  Smith  of  London. 

m. 

Thomas  Astry,  the  third  son  of  Su*  Kalph  by  his  first  wife  Margery  Osteriche, 
was  not  yet  12  years  old  when  his  father  died  in  1494  ;  for  his  elder  brother  Kalph 
was  still  under  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  Sept.  1501.  Thomas  became  the 
head  of  the  family  on  the  death  of  his  brother  William  in  Oct.  1501,  and  succeeded 
to  the  estates  at  Ilitchin  in  Hertfordshire  and  at  All  Hallows  in  the  hundred  of 
Hoo  in  Kent,  which  had  been  devised  by  Sir  Ralph  Astry  to  his  sons  William  and 
Kalph  respectively  in  strict  settlement.  He  married  in  the  next  year  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  W^illiam  Skipwith,  of  Northamstead,  Herts,  (66)  by  whom  he  had 
issue,  William  Astry,  his  son  and  heir,  born  in  1503.  (61)  Thomas  married 
secondly  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Piggott,  gent.,  of  Beachampton,  Bucks,  by  whom 
he  had  three  sons  and  a  daughter  {see  p.  07).  Thomas  Astry  was  a  rich  man, 
although  he  never  lived  to  enjoy  the  bulk  of  his  father's  estate,  and  he  increased  his 
patrimony  by  purchases  in  the  counties  of  Buckingham,  Oxford,  and  Northamp- 
ton. He  died  in  Oct.  1518,  at  the  age  of  36,  in  the  lifetime  of  his  stepmother. 
Dame  Margaret,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Martin's  in  the  Vintry,  between  his  father 
and  his  brother  Ralph. 

Thomas  Astry  of  Hitcuin,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  gent. 

Will  dated  2d  Oct.  1518. 

To  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  S.  Martin  in  the  Vintre,  London,  between  my  father 
and  my  brother  Rauf  Astrye,  who  there  lie  buried. 

To  the  high-altar  of  the  parish  church  of  Hitchin,  6s.  8d. 

To  Johane  my  wife  all  my  goods  and  chattels  in  the  counties  of  Bucks,  Oxon,  Herts,  and 
Northampton,  to  have  and  use  for  herself  and  children.  But  she  is  in  no  way  to  meddle  with 
the  issues  of  my  lands  in  Ilitchin,  Wymeley,  and  Langley,  which  were  my  father  Su*  Rauf 
Astrye's,  Knight,  and  now  remain  to  my  son  William  Astrj'e  '  towards  his  fynding.' 

All  monies  due  to  me  of  lands  in  Kent  to  Dame  Margery  Astry  my  mother-in-Iawe,  and 
Henry  Astrye  my  brother,  and  Henry  Wyncote,  and  they  are  to  see  therewith  to  my  burying, 
and  to  pay  the  overplus  to  my  son  William. 
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I 

1.  WilUamAsti-y,= 
citizen  and  Fish- 
monger of  Lon- 
don ;  son  and 
heii',  and  aged  23 
in  1494  ;  died  be- 
tween Nov.  1501 
and  April  1502 ; 
buried  at  St. 
Martin's,  Vintry, 
London.  Will 
1501. 


Elizabeth; 

2.  Ralph  Astry 

Iw.  Elizabetb,=T= 

widow  and  ex- 

of        London, 

dau.  of  William 

ecutrix  12  April 

gent. ;         died 

Skipwith       of 

1502. 

unm.  19  Sept. 

Northamstead, 

1501;  M.L  at 

Herts. 

St.      Martin's, 

Vmtry.       WUl 

1501. 

Thomas  Astry  of=i=2  w.  Jane, 
dau.  of  John 
Pygott,  Esq. 
of  Bcach- 
hamp  t  on, 
Bucks. 


Hitchin,  Herts, 
3d  son,  heir  of  his 
brothers  WilUam 
and  Ralph  ; 
died  Oct.  1518; 
buried  at  St.  Mar- 
tin's.Vintry.  Will 
1518. 


1  w.  IsabeUa,= 
dau.  of  Robert 
Pigott,  Esq.,  of 
Beachampton, 
Bucks ;  married 
1522. 


^William  Astry  of  Stoke  Gold- =  2  w.    Elizabeth; 

ington,  Bucks,  geut.,   found  by     wife  8  May  1512. 

inquest  held  on  3  Nov.  1521  to 

be  the  heir  of  his  grandfather, 

Sh-  Ralph  Astry,  Kt.,  and  to  be 

aged   21    and   upwards.      WOl 

dated  8  May  1542.    Died  2  June 

1542,    aged    39    (Inq.  p.m.    35 

Hen.  VIII.,  No.  80). 


John  Astry ; 
living  1524; 
died  unm. 


Thomas  Asti-y  of  Stoke,  sou 
and  heir- ;  aged  14  in  15 12  ; 
sold  his  patrimony  in  Kent 
1549 ;  died  unm. 
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Arms  :  Barry  wavy  of  six  argeut  and  azm-e  ;  on  a  chief  gules  thi'eo  bezants ;  a  crescent  for 
difi'urence. 

Henry  Astiy  of  Hitchin,  Herts.=j=Iile,  daughter  of  ...  . 


1  w.  Margory,  dau.= 
of  Thomas  Ostriche, 
citizen  and  Haber- 
daaher  of  London  ; 
wife  1471  ;  died  10 
March  1492-3  ;  bu- 
ried at  St.  Martin's 
in  the  Vintry.   M.I. 


■Sir  Ralph  ABtry,=T=: 
Kt.,  citizen,  Fish- 
monger, and  Alder- 
man of  Loudon ; 
Sheriff  of  London 
1484;  Lord  Mayor 
1403  ;  knighted  by 
Henry  VII.  ;  died 
18  Nov.  1494  ;  M.I. 
at  St.  Martin's  in 
the  Vintry,  London. 
Wm  1494  (Inq.  p.m. 
10  Hen.  VII.). 


Margaret,- 
dau.  of  John 
Hill,  citizen  and 
Grocer  of  Londou ; 
died  18  Nov.  1.523  ; 
buried  at  St.  Pe- 
ter's, CornhiU. 
wm  1523  (Inq. 
p.m.  IG  Hen. 
VIII.). 


=1  h.  William  Ed-= 
wards,  citizen  and 
Grocer  of  London  ; 
(?  Lord  Mayor 
1471).  wm  dated 
1  Aug.  and  proved 
31  Oct.  1487.  Bu- 
ried at  St.  Peter's, 
Cornliill. 


=2h.  Robert  Revel], 
Grocer  and  Alder- 
man of  London  ; 
died  Sheriff  of 
London,  February 
1490-X.  wm  1490. 


r 

Heni-y  Astry,  4th= dau.  Thomas  Edwards,     John      ReveU,=Joan,  dau.  of 

son,    born    1494 ;     of only  son ;    1494,     only  son ;  died     John     Rast- 

exor.  of  his   mo-     wife  1523.  1502,  1523.  before  his  mo-     all ;      widow 

ther.  Dame  Mar-  ther  ;  buried  at     1523. 

garet,      10     Dec.  Otham,  Kent. 

1528  ;  died  s.p. 


I 

RalphAstry,Esq.,=i=Alice,   dau.   of=j=l   h.    Thomas 


uncle  and  heir  of 
Thomas  ;  pur- 
chaser of  Har- 
lingtonWoodend, 
Beds ;  marriage 
license  dated  17 
Jan.  1544-5;  died 
12  Jan.  1584-5; 
buried  at  Har- 
lington.  wm 

1584. 


Thomas  Wils- 
ford,  gent.,  of 
Londou  ;  died 
at  Harlington 
2  Mar.  1560-1 
(Inq.  p.m.  4 
Eliz.). 


Rotherham, 
Esq.,  of  Luton, 
Beds ;  died 
1543  (Inq.  p.m. 
36  Heu.VIII.). 


Thomas  Astry^ 
of  Stoke  Gold- 
ington,  Bucks. 


'Dorothy,  dau. 
of  .  .  .  Pulter, 
Esq.,  of  Hit- 
chin. 


A  dan. 
ried  . 
Pajre. 


Astry  of  Hunts. 
Pedigkee  at  p.  G8. 


Rotherham  c 

SolIERl'S. 


Astry  of  Hablington. 
Pediqkee  at  p.  72. 


66  ASTRY  OF  STOKE  GOLDINGTON. 

My  wife  to  enjoy  aU  my  copyholds  in  Hitchin,  -whioli  I  bought  of  Master  Sturgion,  for  her 
life,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs  between  us  begotten  ;  with  remainder  to  my  son  William 
Astrye  and  his  heirs  ;  with  remainder  to  my  brother  Henry  Astrye  and  his  heirs. 

My  said  wife  Jane  to  be  my  executrix  ;  and  Dame  Margery  Astrye,  Henry  Astrye,  and 
Henry  Wyncote  to  be  overseers  of  my  Will. 

Witnesses:  Thomas  Edwards,  Henry  Astrye,  Henry  Wyncote,  Master  John  Donne,* 
parish  priest  of  S.  James  at  Garlyckhithe  of  London. 

Will  proved  21st  October  1618  in  P.C.C.  by  Johane,  relict  and  executrix.  [10  AylofEe.] 

IV. 

William  Astry,  the  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  by  his  first  wife,  Ehzabeth  Skip- 
with,  was  born  in  1504,  and  was  therefore  14  years  old  when  his  father  died,  (6i) 
He  married  at  the  age  of  18  Isabella,  daughter  of  Kobert  Pigott,  gent.,  of 
Beachampton,  Bucks,  (6i)  who  was  the  niece  of  his  stepmother;  (69)  and  it  was 
found  at  the  inquest,  which  was  held  on  3d  Nov.  1525,  after  the  death  of  Dame 
Margaret  Astry,  that  William  Astry,  who  was  tiien  21  years  and  upwards,  was  at 
the  time  of  Dame  Margaret's  death  the  heir  of  his  grandfather  Sir  Ralph  Astry,  and 
that  he  was  entitled  to  the  estates  which  Dame  Margaret  held  for  life  under  her 
marriage  settlement,  and  which  had  been  entailed  by  Sir  Ralph's  Will  on  his  sons 
successively  in  strict  fettlement.  (61)  William  Astry  lived  at  Stoke  Goldington  in 
Buckinghamshire,  where  he  died  on  2d  June  1542,  at  the  age  of  38.  (70)  His 
Will  is  dated  8th  May  1542,  and  his  executors  were  his  eldestf  surviving  son 
Thomas  and  his  second  wife  Elizabeth,  whom  he  had  married  after  the  death  of 
Isabella  Pigott,  the  mother  of  his  heir.  (71)  It  was  found  at  the  inquest  held  after 
his  death  at  Maidstone  on  22d  May  1543,  that  William  Astry  died  seised  of  (amongst 
other  estates)  the  manors  of  Bryssing  and  Grore  Court  in  Kent,  which  were  entailed 
by  Sir  Ralph  Astry's  Will,|  and  that  his  heir  was  his  son  Thomas,  who  was  14 
years  old  and  upwards  on  the  day  of  his  father's  death.  (70) 

V. 

Thojias  Astry  of  Stoke  Goldington,  the  son  and  heir  of  William  by  Isabella 
Pigott,  was  born  in  1528;  (71)  and  on  attaining  his  majority,  in  1549,  sold  the 
manors  of  Bryssing  and  Gore  Court,  and  the  rest  of  his  patrimony  in  Kent,  to 
Walter  Hendley,  Esq.  (6^)  I  have  found  no  further  traces  of  him,  but  the  Heralds 
are  agreed  that  he  died  without  issue,  although  the  date  of  his  death  is  unknown  ; 
{66)  (6j)  and  there  are  some  indications  that  a  remnant  of  the  family  estates  passed 
to  his  father's  half-brothers.     I  should  like,  however,  to  have  found  direct  positive 

*  John  Donne  was  not  the  Eector  of  St.  James's,  Garlickhithe,  at  this  date  ;  for  ChriBtopher  Leynam 
was  presented  to  that  Rectory  by  the  Abbot  of  Westminster  on  12th  Deo.  1514,  and  ho  continued  Eector 
until  15th  July  1531,  when  he  resigned  his  preferment.  (6S) 

t  The  question  suggests  itself  whether  William  was  not  also  the  father  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth, 
mentioned  in  the  Visitation  of  London  of  1568.  (65)     See  p.  57. 

X  See  p.  63. 
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evidence  that  Thomas  Astry  the  son  of  William  was  not  the  same  person  as  Thomas 
the  father  of  Edward  Astry  of  Stoke  Goldiiigton,  who  died  in  1586,  and  of  Thomas 
Astry  of  Somersham  in  Huntingdonshire,  who  entered  his  pedigree  at  the  Visitation 
of  that  county  in  1G13.  (72) 

It  is  certain  that  Edward  of  Stoke  Goldington  and  his  brothers  were  descended 
from  Thomas  Astry  of  Hitchin  ;  but  if  we  accept  the  positive  statement  of  his  brother 
Thomas  in  the  pedigree  verified  by  his  signature,  their  father,  Thomas  Astry,  was  a 
younger  son  of  Thomas  of  Hitchin  by  his  second  wife,  Joan  Pigott,  (72)  although 
the  inquest  of  1524  gives  them  only  two  sons,  John  and  Ealph.  (61)  Thomas  ot 
Hitchin  had  been  dead  six  years  when  the  inquest  was  held,  and  it  is  incredible 
that  the  names  of  his  sons  were  not  known  to  their  brother  William,  who  was  the 
heir  in  1524,  and  to  their  uncle  Henry  Astry,  who  was  his  mother's  executor;  it 
must  therefore  be  assumed  that  the  youngest  son,  Thomas,  was  ignored  by  the  jurors 
on  account  of  the  remoteness  of  his  interest  in  the  succession  to  the  estates,  when  he 
had  three  brothers  standing  before  him  in  the  entail,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  married 
and  had  children. 

VI. 

Joan  Astry,  the  widow  of  Thomas  of  Hitchin,  proved  her  husband's  Will  on 
21st  Oct.  1518,  and  survived  him  many  years ;  for  she  died  after  her  son  Ealph  had 
established  himself  at  Woodend,  in  the  parish  of  Ilarlington  in  Bedfordshire,  and 
was  buried  in  Ilarlington  church.  She  had  issue  three  sons  and  A  DAUGHTER,  who 
married  ....  Payre,  and  was  the  mother  of  llalph  Payre,  mentioned  in  his  uncle 
Ealph  Astry's  Will.     Her  three  sons  were : 

I.  John  Astry  was  living  in  1524,  and  died  without  issue  before  his  mother. 

II.  Ealph  Astry  eventually  succeeded  his  nephew  as  head  of  the  family,  and 
was  the  ancestor  of  the  Astrys  of  Harlington. 

HI.  Thomas  Astry  was  of  Stoke  Goldington,  in  succession  (I  presume)  to  his 
nephew,  and  had  issue  three  sons  by  his  wife  Dorothy,  who  is  described  by  her  son 
Thomas  as  the  daughter  of  Edward  Pulter,  Esq.,  of  Hitchin.  (72)  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  Edward  Pulter,  who  died  in  1573,  and  was  the  first  Edward  of  his 
family-,  was  not  the  father  of  Dorothy  Astry,  for  his  only  daughter's  name  was 
Alice,  and  she  married,  in  1572,  Henry  Boteler  of  Hatfield  Woodhall,  Herts. 
Edward  Pulter's  Will,  which  is  dated  3d  June  1572,  and  was  proved  on  2Gth  Jan. 
1573-4  by  his  widow  Julian,  contains  a  legacy  of  lOZ.  to  '  Edward  Astry,  my 
servant  and  kinsman,'  which  proves  that  the  testator  was  related  to  the  Astrys ; 
but  it  is  highly  unsatisfactory  to  find  that  Thomas  Astry  did  not  know  the  name  of 
his  mother's  father.     His  three  sons  by  Dorothy  Pulter  were, 

1.  Edward  Astry  of  Stoke  Goldington  was,  as  we  have  seen,  in  1572,  in  the 
employment  of  his  kinsman,  Edward  Pulter,  and  is  mentioned,  with  his  brothers 
William  and  Thomas,  in  1584,  in  the  Will  of  their  uncle  Ealph  Astry  of  Ilarling- 


6»  WILLIAM  ASTEY  OF  WAVENDEN. 

ton,  who  also  describes  them  as  *  my  kinsmen.'     Edward  died  unmarried  in  1586, 
when  his  brother  Thomas  was  his  heir  and  executor. 

Edward  Astky  of  Stoke  Goldington,  Bucks,  gent. 
Wm  dated  28th  Nov.  28  Eliz.  (1585). 

All  my  goods,  chattels,  plate,  and  jewels  whatsoever,  moveable  and  immoveable,  to  my  brother 
Thomas  Astry,  whom  I  make  my  sole  executor. 

Witnesses  :  Clement"  Piggott,  Thomas  Nixon,  Thomas  Astrye. 
wm  proved  18th  Nov.  1586  in  C.P.C.    [63  Windsor.] 

2.  William  Astry  of  Wavenden,  Bucks,  and  of  Staple  Inn,  London,  had  a 
house  at  Dunstable,  devised  to  him  by  his  uncle  Ealph  Astry  of  HarUngton  in 
1584.  He  married  the  maternal  aunt  of  Robert  Saunders,  who  died  before  him 
without  issue,  and  was  buried  at  Houghton  Conquest,  Beds,  on  8th  Nov.  1G15.  (84) 

His  "Will  is  dated  20th  Oct.  1615,  and  was  proved  by  his  brother  Thomas  Astry 
on  25th  Nov.  in  the  same  year. 

He  gives  legacies  to  his  cousins  John  and  Lora  Markham  (the  grandchildren  of 
Ealph  Astry  of  Harlington),  also  100/.  to  his  grandnephcw  Robert  Astry,  and  40/. 
to  Robert's  brother  William,  the  sons  of  the  deceased  eldest  son  of  the  testator's 
brother,  to  be  paid  during  the  boys'  minority  to  their  father-in-law  ;  and  he  devises 
to  William  Astry  his  tenement  in  Husborn  Crawley,  Beds,  which  Thomas  Savage 
and  his  wife  Mary  had  for  their  lives.  He  also  gave  200/.  to  the  four  younger 
children  of  his  brother  Thomas,  who  was  his  sole  executor. 

PEDIGREE  OF  ASTRY 

(According  to  JJ'illiam  AsU-y's  Will). 


Ralph  Astry  of         Thomas  Astry  o£=f=Dorothy  Pulter. 
Harlington.  Stoke    GoUling  -  | 

ton,  Bucks.  I 

Edward  Aetry  of  William  Astry  of  =.  .  .  .  dau.  of  Thomas  Astry  ;=f= 

Stoke     Goldiug  -  Wavenden, Bucks;     exor.  1586  and 

ton ;    died    uum.  died  1615.    Will,     died  before  her  1615. 
1586.    Wm.                                                husband. 


Astry ,=j=.  .  .  .  dau.    of  ...  .         Foiu-  younger  chil- 

eldest      son ;      dead  I  re-mar.    and    wife    of         di-en  1615. 
1615.  ....  Pierce  1615. 


Robert  Astry;  a     William  Astry  of  Hus-=f Martha  .  .  .  .;  cxtrix. 
minor  1615.  boruo     Crawley,     Beds,  I  21  Jan.  1658-9. 

1615,   1657;    died  1658. 

Wmt  dated  7  Nov.  1657, 

and  proved  21  Jan.1658-9.  | 

Robert    Astry,         William,   2d         Mary,  1658.         Martha,  1658. 
eldeBtsonl65'8.  son  1658. 

*  Clement  Pigott,  barrister-at-law,  was  the  ninth  son  of  Thomas  Pigott,  Esq.,  of  Beachampton,  the 
grand-uncle  of  the  testator.  (69) 

■f  Sec  Wills  of  Astry  in  Appendix  II.  at  p.  112, 
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It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  reconcile  the  statements  of  this  Will  with  the 
pedigree  in  the  Visitation  of  Hunts  of  1G13,  in  which  Thomas  asserts  that  he  had 
e(7/irchiklren  then  living,  and  that  his  son  and  heir-apparent,  Thomas,  was  8  years 
old.  In  this  conflict  of  authorities  I  have  reduced  William's  statements  to  a  tabu- 
lar form,  that  they  may  be  more  conveniently  compared  with  the  pedigree  recorded 
by  his  brother,  and  stated  in  my  next  section. 

3.  Thomas  Astry,  the  ancestor  of  the  Astrys  of  Somersham  in  Huntingdon- 
shire. 

VII. 

3.  Thomas  Astry,  the  youngest  son  of  Thomas  of  Stoke  Goldington  by  Dorothy 
Pulter,  was  the  heir  and  executor  of  his  brother  Edward  in  158(5,  and  of  his  brother 
William  in  1615.  According  to  William's  Will  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  was  dead 
in  1615,  when  his  two  sons  Robert  and  William  were  living  with  their  mother  and 
stepfather ;  and,  according  to  the  same  authority,  Thomas  had  four  younger  children. 
But  his  own  account  of  himself  is  very  different  in  the  pedigree  which  he  entered 
at  the  Visitation  of  Huntingdonshire  in  1613,  and  which  is  verified  by  his 
signature.  (72)  He  describes  himself  as  of  Somersham,  Hunts,  and  says  that 
he  had  issue  by  his  wife  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Brett  of  that  place,  nine  chil- 
dren, viz. 

1.  Thomas  Astry,  son  and  heir,  agexl  8  years  and  upwards  in  1613. 

2.  Joan.     3.  Ealph,  died  s.p.  before  1613. 

4.  John  Astry,  of  whom  I  am  able  to  add  the  following  particulars.  He  had 
a  fair  estate  at  Somersham,  and  died  there  in  1636,  leaving  issue  by  his  wife  Anne 
three  sons  :  1.  John,  2.  Wn^LiAM,  3.  Thomas,  who  were  all  under  age  at  the  time 
of  their  father's  death.  His  Will  is  dated  28th  July  1636,  and  was  proved  by  his 
widow  at  Peterborough  on  29th  Oct.  in  the  same  year.  He  desires  to  be  buried  at 
Somersham,  and  devises  his  freeholds  there  to  his  son  John,  and  his  copyholds  to 
his  sons  William  and  Thomas,  'according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor.'  {'j'^) 

5.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  Chapman  of  London. 

6.  Mary  Astry,  married,  at  St.  Helen's,  Bishopsgate,  London,  on  25th  Nov. 
1613,  Thomas  Seaborne,  yeoman,  of  Bluntsham,  Hunts.  (74) 

7.  Dorothy.    8.  Frances.    9.  Jane. 

Thomas  Astry,  the  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  of  Somersham  by  Jane  Brett,  was 
(I  presume)  the  same  person  as  Thomas  Astry,  yeoman,  of  Toseland,  Hunts,  who 
died  intestate  in  1632,  and  whose  widow  Martha  administered  to  his  estate  on  3d 
Jan.  1632-3.  He  left  two  children,  Richard  and  Elizabeth,  who  were  both  very 
young  at  the  time  of  their  father's  death,  and  their  mother  Martha,  who  died  at 
the  end  of  1655,  was  possessed  of  lands  in  Cambridgeshire,  Hertfordshire,  and 
Huntingdonshire. 


70  ASTRY  OF  HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

Martha  Astry  of  Toseland,  Hdnts,  widow.    Will  dated  2d  Dec.  1655. 

To  my  son  Richard  Astry  all  my  lands  and  tenements  in  Steeple  Morden  and  Gilden  Mor- 
den,  Cambs  ;  Ashwell,  Herts  ;  and  Brampton,  Hunts.  To  my  daughter  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Anthony  Leeds,  my  lands  and  tenements  in  Toseland,  and  all  my  household  stuff.  To  my 
sister  Waller  and  my  cousins  Story  and  his  wife,  30s.  each  for  a  ring.  To  my  nephew  Thomas 
Story  and  my  nieces  Dorothy  Hayes  and  Ann  Story,  20s.  each.  To  Mr.  James  Astry"  of  Great 
St.  Helen's,  London,  and  his  wife,  a  piece  of  gold  worth  22s.  each. 

The  residue  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  sons  Bichard  Astry  and  Anthony  Leeds, 
■whom  I  make  my  executors. 

Will  proved  12th  Feb.  1G55-6  in  C.P.C.     [50  Berkley.] 

PEDIGREE  OF  ASTRY  OF  HUNTINGDON. 


Thomas  Astry  of  ToEeland,=j=Martha  . 


Hunts,   yeoman  ; 
testate  1632. 


widow.  Will  dated  2  Dec. 
1655;  proved  12  Feb. 
1655-6. 


Mai7=Richard    Astry    of     St.=i=l  w.  JIary,|  eldest  dau.     Elizabeth  ;     wife 


.  .  . ;  bm-ied     Mary's,        Huntingdon, 
llNov.  1711.     gent.,  Alderman  of  Hun- 
tingdon ;  buried  4   Aug. 
1714. 


and  co-h.  of  Col.  Thomas     1655  of  Anthony 
Peart,  by  Anne,   dau.  of 
Sir  Henry  Astry,  Kt.,  of 
HarUngton  ;  died  6  Mar., 
bur.  8  Mar.  1670-1.  M.I. 


Mary  Astry;  born  6  Mar.,     Thomas  Astry  ;  born  22     Ehzabetb,snrviv-=i=Thomas  Tryce, 
bapt.    20   Mar.  1661-2  ;     Feb.,bapt.26Feb.l663-4;     ing dau.  and beii- ;  I  Esq. 
died  16  July  1662.  died  9  Aug.  1665.  bapt.llAprU1666.  | 


Jaspar  Tryce.     Elizabeth.     Jaue  T'ryce. 
Registers  not  specified  are  from  St.  Mai-y's,  Huntingdon.  (74) 

VIII. 

Ealph  Astry,  the  second  son  of  Thomas  Astry  of  Hitchin  by  his  second  wife^ 
Joan  Pigott,  was  a  boy  of  tender  years  when  his  father  died  in  1518.  He  was  well 
provided  for  by  his  father's  marriage  settlement,  and  eventually  succeeded  to  his 
grandfather  Sir  Ealph  Astry's  entailed  estates  in  the  hundred  of  IIoo  in  Kent, 
which  raises  a  strong  presumption  that,  on  the  death  of  his  nephew,  he  became  the 
head  of  the  family.  He  established  himself  in  Bedfordshire  by  purchasing  the 
estate  at  Woodend  in  the  parish  of  Harlington,  which  was  for  many  generations  the 
principal  seat  of  his  descendants.  He  was  connected  with  Bedfordshire  by  his 
marriage,  for  he  married  by  license,:):  dated  17th  Jan.  1544-5,  Ahce  Eotherham,  (74) 

'  These  legacies  to  James  Astry  and  his  wife  suggest  the  question  whether  the  testatrix  bad  not 
apprenticed  her  son  Richard  to  bis  kinsman,  and  whether  be  is  not  the  Richard  Astry,  gent.,  who  married, 
at  St.  Helen's,  Bisbopsgate,  on  9th  Oct.  1G56,  Elizabeth  Stebbins,  spinster.  (74)  If  this  be  so,  Mary 
Peart  was  Richard's  second  wife. 

t  See  p.  78. 

{  Marriage  License  from  the  Faculty  Office  :  (15) 
1544-5,  Jan.  17.    Ralph  Astrye  had  license  to  marry  Alice  Rotberam,  of  the  diocese  of  Lincoln,  widow. 
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the  well-jointured  widow  of  Thomas  Kotherham,  Esq.,  of  Luton,  the  grand- 
nephew  and  heir  of  Archbishop  Rotherham.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Wiisford,  gent.,  of  London,  of  a  Worcestershire  family,  and  had  issue  by  her  first 
marriage,  1.  Thomas  Rotherham,  son  and  heir  of  his  tather,  who  died  under  age  in 
lier  lifetime.  2.  George  Rotherham,  the  ancestor  of  the  Rotherhams  of  Somerys  in 
Bedfordshire;  and  3.  Jane,  wife  of  Humphrey  Bury,  Esq.,  of  Toddington,  Beds. 
(75)  She  had  issue  by  her  second  marriage  two  sons  and  six  daughters,  and  died 
at  Harlington  Woodend  on  2d  March  15G0-1.  {j6)  It  was  found  at  the  inquest 
held  at  Ampthill  on  1st  Dec.  1561  that  her  widower  Ralph  Astry  was  then  still 
living,  and  that  her  heir  was  her  son  George  Rotherham,  who  was  20  years  of  age 
on  the  feast  of  St.  Matthias  the  Apostle  (24th  Feb.)  last  past.  {76)  Ralph  Astry 
lived  to  a  great  age,  and  died  on  12th  Jan,  1584-5,  (51)  when  he  was  buried  at 
Harlington. 

Raphe  Astry  the  Elder  of  Harlington,  Beds,  Esq. 

Will  dated  25th  August  1584. 

To  be  buried  in  Harlington  parish  church  where  my  wife  and  mother  lie.  To  George  Astry 
my  son,  and  his  heirs  male,  my  lands  and  tenements  in  Caddington,  Luton,  Dunstable,  and  Kens- 
worth,  in  Beds  and  Herts,  which  I  purchased  ;  with  remainder  to  Raphe  Astry  my  son  and  his 
heirs  male  ;  remainder  to  my  own  right  heirs. 

To  William  Astry''  my  kinsman  the  tenement  in  Dunstable  which  I  purchased  of  John  Carter 
of  Dunstable. 

To  Raphe  Astry,  second  son  of  Raphe  Astry  my  son,  and  to  his  heirs  male,  all  my  lands  and 
tenements  in  Peggesdon,  in  the  parish  of  Shitlington. 

To  Raphe  Astry,  my  son  and  heir-apparent,  my  lands  and  tenements  in  Harlington,  being 
parcell  of  the  manor  of  Blundells,  with  remainder  to  his  son  Henrie  Astry,  with  remainder  to 
Henrie's  brother  Raphe  Astry  ;  and  for  default  of  male  issue  of  my  son  Raphe,  to  my  son  George 
Astry  and  his  heirs  male. 

To  my  said  son  Raphe  and  his  heirs  my  lands  in  Harlington,  Westonynge,  Toddington,  Tyn- 
grith,  Maulden,  Dunstable,  FUtton,  Silso,  Gravenhurst,  and  Pulloxhill,  Beds,  and  all  those  in 
Allhallowes  in  the  hundred  of  Howe,  Kent. 

To  Anne  Astry  my  youngest  daughter,  unmarried,  600  marks.  To  my  son  George  Astry, 
£400,  and  a  cupp  with  cover,  silver  and  gilt,  a  gold  broche,  one  of  my  best  rings,  a  salt-seller 
with  cover,  and  twelve  spoons.  To  each  of  my  daughters,  a  ring  or  a  tablet.  To  my  two 
daughters-in-law  Elizabeth  Astry  and  Lore  Astry,  20s.  each  for  a  ring  with  a  death's  head.  To 
Henrie  Astry  my  godson,  ;£20  at  his  age  of  24.  To  Raphe  Astry  his  brother,  loO  marks  at  his 
age  of  24.  To  Anne  and  Mary  Astry,  daughters  of  my  son  Raphe,  £100  each  at  their  ages  of  20, 
or  on  their  days  of  marriage.  To  the  child  or  children  of  my  son  George  which  he  shall  have, 
100  marks. 

To  the  children  of  my  daughter  Frances,  the  wife  of  Peter  Malory,  and  to  the  children  of 
my  daughter  Alice,  wife  of  John  Markham,  £10  each  at  24  or  marriage. 

To  my  kinsman  Raphe  Payre,  C5  ;  and  to  his  son  Raphe,  20s.  To  my  kinsman  George 
Payre,  L'5.  To  my  sons  Raphe  and  George  Astiy  all  my  household  goods  in  equal  shares,  and 
my  son  Raphe  to  be  my  executor.  But  if  my  said  son  Raphe  shall  not  prove  my  Will  within 
one  halfe  year  after  my  decease,  then  I  make  my  son  George  executor  thereof. 

*  William  Astry  of  Staple  Inu  was  the  eon  of  the  testator's  brother  Thomas,  of  Stoke  Goldington, 
who  was  also  the  father  of  Thomas  and  Edward  Astry,  the  last-named  legatees  in  this  Will.  See  pp.  67-8. 


n 


PEDIGREE  OF  ASTRY  OF  HARLINGTON  WOODEND. 


PEDIGREE  OF  ASTRY  OF  HARLINGTON  WOODEND. 


Ralph  Astry,    Esq.    (son    of= 

pAlice,  widow  of  Thomas  Ro- 

Thomas  Astiy  of  Hitchin  by 

therham,    Esci.,    of     Luton, 

Joan  Pigott.  See  Pedigree  at 

Beds,   and   dau.   of   Thomas 

p.  65).  Purchaser  of  Harling- 

Wilsford,  gent,  of  London; 

ton  Woodend,  Beds  ;  died  12 

died   2   March   1560-1    (Inq. 

Jan.     1584-5  ;  buried  at  Har- 

p.m.  4Eliz.)  ;  buried  at  Har- 

Ungton.    Will  1584. 

lington. 

Ralph  Astry  II.,  Esq.,  of=pElizabeth,   dau.    of     Mary  Astry;  mar-  =  Ben]"amin  Pigott, 


HarlingtouWoodend, 
and  heii- ;  died  at  Ever- 
ton,  Beds,  7  Aug.  1598  ; 
buried  at  Harlington. 
Will  1598.  (Inq.  p.m. 
41  EUz.  No.  31.) 


Peter  Grey,  Esq.,  of     ried  first  Francis     Esq.,  of  Graven - 


Frances  Astry  ; 
married     Peter 


Rougemont,  Beds ; 
wife  1575  ;  widow 
1599,  1630. 


Markha 
died  8.] 
1584. 


hurst,    Beds,    2d     MaUory,Esq.,of 
before     hush. ;  died  1606.     Shelton,  Beds. 


SirHem-yAstry,Kt.,=j=Mary,dau.ofWil-     Ralph         Astry,=f= Aune  Astry ;  mar-     Mary  ;  li\ 

of  Harlington  Wood- 

liam     St.    John,     gent.,    of    Little 

dau.    of        ried  .  .  .  Thi'eele,     ing    1584; 

end,  son   and  heir  ; 

Esq.  ;  man-ied  at     Milton,       0.xon. ; 

gent.;  died  widow     died    unm. 

born  24  Feb.  1.576-7; 

Harlington  1  June     buried  at  Blilton 

wifel650.      B.p.Admon.gi-ant-     before   her 

knighted     23    July 

1611  ;    executrix     6  Dec.  1654.  Will 

ed  to  her  brother     father. 

1627  ;  died  25  April 

1630;  widow   16     1650. 

Hem'y    31    Jan. 

1630.     Wm    1630. 

May  1635.                                             Js                     1621-2. 

(Inq.p.m.eChas.I.) 

Pedigkee  at  p.  77. 

William  Astry,  Esq.,     Francis    Astry,   Esq.,=pDorothy,  dau.  of   Sh'     Heniy  Astry,  3d^ 

_ 

of   HarUngton  Wood-     of   HarUngton  Wood- 

FleetwoodDormer,Kt.,     son;  M.A.  Can- 

end,    son    and    hen- ;     end,  brother  and  heu- ; 

of  Lee  Grange,  Quain-     tab.;  Rector   of 

aged  15  in  1630  ;  died     born   .  .   Nov.    1617  ; 

ton,    Bucks;     extrix.     BaUy   KeUy   in 

a  minor  and  the  King's     the    King's    ward    in 

1659  ;     died    widow ;      Derry  ;        dead 

ward     and    unm.    24     1634 ;  bm-ied  at  Har- 

buried   at  HarUngton     1618. 

Nov.  1631.   (Inq.  p.m.     lington  19  May  1659. 

5  May  1664.  wm  1663. 

8  Charles  I.)                     Will  1659. 

Sir  James  Astry,  Kt., 
Harlington  Woodend 
son  and  heir ;  born  14 
Oct.,  bapt.  16  Oct.  1653, 
at  Harlington  ;  matricu- 
lated at  B.N.C.,  Oxou,  14 
July  1671;  B.C.L.  1677  ; 
Master  in  Chancery  1683- 
94;  knighted  20  Nov. 
1683;  bmied  at  Har- 
lington 15  Nov.  1709. 


of=i=. 


Anne,  dau.  of  Sir 
Thomas  Peny- 
ston,  Bart.,  of 
CornweU,  Oxon  ; 
born  1653  ;  mar- 
ried at  Comwell, 
9  Oct.  1673. 


Mary ;  mar- 
ried at  Har- 
lington 22 
Sept.  1659, 
....  Raw- 
lins, Esq. 


DormerAstry, 
bapt.  at  Har- 
lington 27 
Aug.  1657 ; 
bui-ied  there 
20  Dec.  1659. 


Dorothy ; 
unm.  1663. 


Waiiam 
Astry  ; 
aged  14 
in  1648. 


James  Astry,  Esq.,  of  Harl- 
ington Woodend,  son  and  heii'; 
bom  1675  ;  matriculated  at 
B.N.C.,  Oxon,  25  Aug.  1691 ; 
Secretary  of  the  Comptrollers 
of  the  Ai'my  Accounts  1712  ; 
died  unm.  aged  41 ;  buried  19 
Oct.  1716  at  Harlington.  M.I. 


Rev.  Francis  Astiy,  D.D.,  of  =  Susan,  dau.  of 
HarlingtouWoodend,  brother  .  .  .  Walklato. 
and  heu- ;  born  1677  ;  matri- 
culated at  B  N.C.,  Oxon,  28 
May  1692  ;  Fellow  of  Mertou 
Coll.  and  M.A.  1702 ;  treasurer 
of  St.  Paul's  30  Sept.  1715 ; 
Preben.  of  St.  Paul's  1718;  died 
s.p.  30  Oct.  1766.   Will  1761. 


Peuyston  Astry  ; 
bapt.  at  Harling- 
ton 0  July  .1680; 
died  num.  1742. 
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Alice     Astry; 

Anne; 

George   Astry,— Lora,  dau.  and 

married  John 

unm. 

2d      Bou, 

of 

heir  of  Thomas 

Blarkham, 

1585. 

Eaton     Socou, 

Rowley,  gent.. 

Esq.,o£Kiug'8 

Beds,  gent. 

of   CO.   Hunts; 

Walden, 

wife  1584, 1598. 

Herts. 

A 

ASTBY 

or  Henburt. 

Pediobee  e 

t  p.  90. 

Peart,  Esq.,  col- 
onel in  the  army ; 
marr.  by  license 
dated  10  May 
1(;35. 


Astry. 


2h.  Robert  .\n-     .  . 
dersou,     Esq.,     ler, 
of  Chichester,  a     hush, 
barrister        of 
Lincoln's-inn. 


Mil-=p  Barbara  =2    h.    Richard  Mai-y        Astry; 

itry.  Cooper,    gent.,  died  unm.  ;  bm-. 

of  Titsey,  Sur-  at  Harlington  12 

rey.  May  1080. 


MaryPeart ;  died=pRichard      Astry,     Elizabeth  Peart,      Dorothy  Peart, 
0  March  1070-1.     Esq,,ofSt.Mary's,     1059.  1059. 

M.I.at  St.Mary's,     Huntingdon ;  bur. 
Huntingdon.  there  4  Aug.  1714. 

Pedigeee  at  p.  70. 


Henrietta  A8try;  =  Sir  Thomas  Hatton  of     Elizabeth, bapt.  0  Nov 

married    1    July     Long  Stanton,  Cambs,     1087. 

17:i2.  Bart.;  died  s.p.  22  June 

1733  at  Harlington.  Charlotte,  bapt.  2 
Aug.  1092,  at  St.  An- 
drew's, Holboru.  Both 
died  young. 
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My  friends  George*'  Rotherham,  Valentynef  Piggott,  Esqs.,  Benjamin  J  Piggott,  Peter  J 
Malory,  JohnJ  Markham,  Richard§  Graye,  and  George  Wingate,  gents.,  to  be  overseers. 

Memorandum.  Tlie  limitation  of  the  above-named  Raphe's  sole  executorship  was  altered 
by  the  consent  of  the  above-named  Raphe  Astry  the  elder,  in  the  presence  of  George  Wyngate, 
20  Dec.  1584,  and  of  Humfry  Burgis. 

'  Also  my  executor  shall  cause  to  be  erected  and  sett  upp  one  tombe  within  the  church  of 
Harlington,  as  also  my  coate  armor  in  some  decent  and  convenient  place  in  the  church,  and 
that  there  male  be  remembered  my  selfe  with  my  wief,  my  two  sonnes  and  sixe  daughters,  in 
the  workmanshipp  of  the  same  tombe.  And  my  desyre  is  that  whereas  my  sonne  Raphe 
hath  a  copie  holde  house  wherein  he  nowe  dwelleth,  and  also  is  to  have  the  reversion  of  the 
house  where  I  nowe  dwell,  that  he  would  suffer  his  brother  George  to  have  dwelling  in  the 
one  of  them,  the  rent  whereof  to  be  ordered  by  my  supervisors.' 

To  my  brother-in-law  "William  Wellsford,  gent.,  20»-.  To  my  kinsman  Thomas  Astry,  son 
of  Thomas  Astry,  20s.     To  my  kinsman  Edward  Astry,  20.s. 

Witnesses  :  Geo.  Astry,  Ric.  Gray,  Peter  Malory. 

Will  proved  5th  Feb.  1584  in  P.C.C.  by  Philip  Hai-rison,  public  notary,  acting  for  Raphe 
Astry,  son  and  executor  of  the  deceased.     [9  Brudenell.] 

Kalph  Astry  the  elder  of  Harlington  had  issue  by  his  wife  Alice  two  sons  and 
six  daughters ;  but  two  of  his  daughters  died  unmarried  in  his  lifetime,  and  their 
names  are  lost.     His  surviving  children  were : 

I.  Ralph  Astry,  his  son  and  heir. 

II.  George  Astry,  the  ancestor  of  Sir  Samuel  Astry,  Kt.,  of  Henbury  in 
Gloucestershire,  whose  daughter  Anne  married  Thomas  Chester  IV.  of  Knole. 

III.  Mary  Astry'  married,  first,  Francis  Markham,  Esq.,  and  secondl}^,  Ben- 
jamin Pigott,  Esq.,  of  Gravenhurst,  Beds,  who  died  in  IGOG,  aged  55,  and  has  a 
noble  monument  at  Gravenhurst.  (yy)  Mary  was  his  first  wife,  and  was  the  mother 
of  an  only  son,  who  died  in  infancy,  (yy)     She  died  before  her  father. 

IV.  FRA^X•ES  Astry  married  Peter  Mallory,  Esq.,  of  Shclton,  Beds,  and  had 
issue,  of  whom  Ealph  and  Joan  were  born  in  their  grandfather's  lifetime.  (Oy) 

V.  Alice  Astry'  married  John  Markham,  Esq.,  of  King's  Walden,  Herts,  and 
had  is.si;eborn  in  her  father's  lifetime  :  1.  John  Markham,  son  and  heir.  2.  Jane. 
3.  Frances.    4.  Lora.  {6y) 

VI.  Anne  Astry  was  still  unmarried  in  1585,  and  had  a  portion  of  600  marks 
under  her  father's  Will. 

IX. 

Ralph  Astry  II.  of  Harlington,  son  and  heir  of  Ralph  Astry  the  elder  by  his 
wife  Alice,  married  in  his  father's  hfetime  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  Grey,  Esq., 

*  George  Rotherham  of  Somerys  was  the  testator's  stejison. 

t  Valentine  Pigott,  Esq.,  of  Lou<,'htoD,  Bucks,  and  a  barrister  of  the  Middle  Temple,  was  grand- 
nephew  of  the  testator's  mother,  Joan  Pigott,  of  Bcachampton.  (69) 

\  Benjamin  Pigott  of  Gravenhurst,  Beds;  Peter  Malory  of  Shelton,  Beds;  and  John  ilarlchnm 
married  daughters  of  the  testator. 

§  Richard  Gray  of  Rougemont,  Beds,  was  the  brother  of  the  wife  of  the  testator's  son  and  heir 
Ralph  Astry  H. 
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of  Eougemont,  Beds,  and  had  issue  four  children,  who  were  all  born  in  their  grand- 
father's lifetime.  He  inherited  on  his  father's  death  in  1585  the  mansion  house  at 
Harlington  Woodeud ;  but  he  never  cared  to  remove  from  the  copyhold  house  at 
Everton,  on  the  borders  of  Huntingdonshire,  in  which  he  and  his  wife  had  lived 
from  the  time  of  their  marriage.  He  died  at  Everton  on  7th  Aug.  1598,  (82)  and 
was  buried  at  Harlington.  It  was  found  at  the  inquest  held  at  Ampthill  by  the 
King's  Escheator,  on  7th  Dec.  1599,  that  his  heir  was  his  son  Henry,  who  was  21 
years  and  5  months  old  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death.  (79) 

Raphe  Asteey  of  Harlington,  Beds,  Esq.    Will  dated  1st  Nov.  1597. 

To  be  buried  in  Harlington  church.  To  the  poor  of  the  parishes  of  Harlington,  Maiden, 
Westning,  Tingrith,  Flitwick,  and  Clophill,  20.3.  to  each  parish. 

To  Raphe  Astrey,  my  second  son,  at  his  age  of  22,  and  to  his  heirs  in  tail,  my  lands  at  Ligrave 
in  the  parish  of  Luton,  and  my  moiety  of  the  Three  Cranes  in  the  Vintry  of  London,  and 
also  £100  in  money  in  addition  to  the  XlOO  given  to  him  by  his  grandfather's  Will. 

To  my  daughter  Anne,  £1000  at  18  or  her  marriage. 

To  Elizabeth  Marckam,  £20  at  her  marriage,  and  in  the  mean  while  20s.  a  year. 

To  my  wife  Elizabeth,  all  my  household  stuff  except  one  stone  pott  with  a  silver  and  gilt 
cover  and  two  goblets  of  silver  and  gilt,  on  condition  of  her  entering  into  bond  to  leave  the 
same  to  my  next  heir  on  the  day  of  her  remarriage  or  death. 

To  my  son  Henry  Astrey  and  his  heirs  in  tail,  all  my  lands  in  Harlington,  Westninge, 
Sandon,  Pullexhill,  Maiden,  Tingrith,  Fletwicke,  Sylvester,  and  Toddington,  all  in  Bedford- 
shire ;  and  also  my  land  in  All  Hallowes,  Kent,  with  remainder  to  my  next  heirs. 

To  Raphe  Pare  my  kinsman,  £10  ;  and  to  Margaret  Pare  his  aunt,  £5. 

To  each  of  my  brothers  and  sisters  and  brothers-in-lawe,  20.5.  for  rings. 

My  son  Henry  Astrey  to  be  my  executor,  and  the  Rt.  Hon.  Olyver,  Lord  St.  John  of  Bletshoe, 
George  Ratherham,  Esqr.,  Benjamin  Pygott,  Peter  MaUorie,  and  Richard  Graye,  gent.,  to  be 
overseers  of  my  Will. 

To  my  brother  George  Astrey's  children,  100  marks,  on  condition  that  he  procures  from  his 
wife  the  release  of  '  all  her  estate  in  the  land  in  Kent'  to  my  son  Henry. 

I  entreat  my  son  to  deal  well  with  the  children  of  John  Marckam  deceased,  and  to  pay  them 
according  to  their  father's  Will. 

Witnessed,  24th  July  1598,  by  Thomas  Andrewes,  Vincent  Raueney,  Humfrey  Burgis, 
William  Vase,  John  Usher. 

Codicil  dated  30th  July  1598. 

My  son  Henry  shall  be  bound  to  my  wife  Elizabeth,  and  my  brother-in-law,  Richard  Graye, 
for  the  payment  of  the  £1000  which  I  have  given  to  my  daughter  Anne. 

Will  and  Codicils  proved  25th  January  1598-9  in  P.C.C.  by  Henry  Astry.     [5  Kidd.] 

Ralph  Astry  II.  had  issue  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  who  survived  him,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  viz. 

I.  Henry  Astry,  his  son  and  heir. 

II.  Kalph  Astry,  ancestor  of  the  Astrys  of  Little  iSIiltun,  Oxon. 

HI.  Anne  Astry  had  lOOOZ.  for  her  marriage  portion  from  her  father,  and 
married  .  ,  .  Threele  ;  but  she  died  a  widow  without  children  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Botolph's  without  Bishopsgate  in  London,  and  letters  of  administration  were  granted 
to  her  brother  Henry  on  31st  Jan.  1621-2. 
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IV.  Mary  Astry  is  mentioned  in  her  grandfather's  Will  in  1584,  but  died 
unmarried  before  her  father. 

X. 

Ealph  Astry,  the  second  son  of  Ealph  Astry  II.  of  Ilarlington  Woodend,  was 
born  in,  or  soon  after,  1578,  and  inherited  from  his  father  lands  at  Maulden,  in  Beds, 
at  Lygrave  in  the  parish  of  Luton,  and  a  tenement  called  the  Three  Cranes  in  the 
Vintry  in  London.  (79)  lie  married  before  1614,  and  established  himself  at  Little 
Milton  in  Oxfordshire,  where  he  founded  a  family  which  outlasted  all  the  other 
branches  ;  for  Dr.  Francis  Astry,  the  last  of  the  Astrys  of  Ilarlington,  gave  by  his 
Will  in  1761  his  gold  watch  and  seals  engraved  with  the  Arms  of  Astry  to  William 
Astry  of  Little  Milton,  who  was  then  living  there  with  his  brother  and  sister. 
Ealph  Astry  had  issue  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  were  all  baptized  at 
Milton,*  and  was  buried  there  on  6tli  Dec.  1654.  (80)  What  I  have  discovered 
about  his  descendants  is  embodied  in  a  tabular  pedigree  on  my  next  page. 

Eaphe  Astrey  of  Little  Milton,  Oxon,  gent.    Will  dated  1st  December  1650. 

To  be  buried  in  Milton  churchyard. 

£50  yearly  to  my  wife,  in  lieu  of  her  jointure,  to  be  paid  out  of  my  lands  in  Little  Milton. 

To  my  daughter  Milicent,  40s. 

To  my  son  William  Astrey  and  his  heirs,  my  farm  in  Maulden  called  the  Three  Chimneys, 
now  held  by  John  f  reelove,  the  said  William  paying  £5  yearly  to  my  son  Raphe. 

To  my  son  Henry  Astrey,  £16  yearly  out  of  my  lands  in  Toddington,  Beds. 

To  my  son  Raphe  and  his  heirs,  my  house  and  lands  in  Maulden  now  held  by  Thomas 
Savage,  and  £100. 

To  my  son  Michael  Astrey  and  his  heirs,  my  lands  and  tenements  in  Toddington,  he  paying 
the  aforesaid  £16  yearly  to  my  son  Henry. 

All  my  other  lands  in  England  to  my  son  Francis  Astrey,  and  my  daughter  Milicent  to 
be  my  sole  executrix.    My  said  daughter  to  enjoy  the  '  messuage  formerly  passed  to  her.' 

Witnesses  :  John  Smith,  Gyles  Smith,  Anthony  Smith. 

Will  proved  29th  December  1G54  in  P.C.C.  by  Milicent,  daughter  and  executrix.  [425  Alchin.] 


XL 

Henry  Astry  of  Harlington,  afterwards  Sir  Henry  Astry,  Knight,  the  son  and 
heir  of  Ealph  Astry  II.  by  Elizabeth  Grey,  was  born  in  his  grandfather's  house  at 
Ilarlington  on  24th  Feb.  1576-7,  (82)  and  was  therefore  above  21  years  of  age  when 
his  father  died ;  but  for  some  reason  that  I  cannot  explain  the  formal  proof  of  his 
age  was  delayed  until  he  was  24.  (82).  He  married  at  Harhngton,  on  1st  June 
1611,  Mary,  daughter  of  William  St.  John,  Esq.,  and  Barbara  his  wife,  (S3)  by 
whom  he  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  was  knighted  at  Ampthill  by 
King  Charles  I.  on  23d  July  1627,  (25)  and  died  at  Harlington  on  25th  April  1630, 

*  Little  Milton  was  not  formed  into  a  separate  parish  until  the  new  church  was  huilt  there  in  1843. 
Up  to  that  time  it  was  iucludccl  in  Great  Milton. 
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Sii-  Henry  Astry,     Ralph  Astry,  f;ent.,=p.  .  .  .  wife  1G14, 

Kt.,  of  Hurling-     of     Little     Milton, 

1650. 

ton      Woodend  ;     Oxon,  2d  son  ;  bu- 

died  1030.                ried  at  Milton  C  Dec. 

ICy-l.    Will  10.50. 

FrancisAstry,  gent.,=f= 
of  Little  Milton,  son 
and  heir  ;  bapt.  20 
Oct.  1010;  bur.   15 

Nov.  109-1. 


Michael  Astry  of  Henry    Astry ; 

Toddington.Beds;  bapt.    8    April 

bapt.     26     April  1021. 
1019. 


Ralph  Astry  of  William  Astry 
Mauldeu  1050  ;  of  Maulden, 
bapt.  9  Oct.  Beds,  1050; 
1022.  bapt.  13  March 

1023-4. 


William  Astry,=pJane. 
gent.,  of  Little 
Milton. 


Robert  Astry  of  St. 
Martin's  -  in  -  the  - 
Fields,  London, 
gent. ;  died  unm. 
Wiirdated  17  March 
1098-9;  proved  8 
Feb.  1702. 


Francis  Astry  of=pElizabeth 


Oxford, 
bapt.  20  Feb. 
1059-00;  buried 
1  Dec.  1091. 


re-man-ied  17 
Feb.  1707-8  Rev. 
Thos.SmithjB.D., 
at  Ch.  Ch.,  Oson. 


William  Astry,=j=         Francis;     Robert;  Rev.  Francis  Asti7;  =  Elizabeth    Good- 

gent.,  of  Little  bapt.  22      bapt.  11  bapt.  at  All  Saints,     win      of      Ham- 

MUtou ;    bapt.  Feb.  April  Oxford,     29     June     brongh ;  marr.  at 

4  Sept.  1690.  1G92-3.       1G99.  1684  ;  matriculated     Bicester,     Oxon, 

/f^  at  Mertou  Coll.,  Ox-     27  Feb.  1730-1. 

on,  3  Feb.  1701-2  ; 
B.A.  ;  Vicar  of  St. 
Peter's  in  the  Bai- 
ley, Oxford,  1730. 

Registers  not  otherwise  specified  are  from  Great  Milton,  Oxon. 


Three 
children. 


aged  53.  (83)     It  was  found,  at  the  inquest  held  after  his  deatli  on  4th  Oct.  1630, 
that  his  heir  was  his  son  William,  who  was  then  15  years  of  age.  (S3) 

SiE  Henry  Astry  of  Wood  End,  Harlington,  Beds.,  Knigut.  Will  dated  31st  March  1630. 

To  be  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  parish  church  of  Harlington. 

My  son  and  heir,  William  Astry,  Esq.,  to  be  my  executor  when  he  reaches  the  age  of  21, 
and  during  his  minority,  my  wife  Lady  Mary  Astry  to  be  my  sole  executrix  ;  but  if  he  dies 
under  age,  she  is  to  be  my  executrix  during  the  minority  of  my  next  heir.  Whereas  I  have 
assigned,  by  deed  dated  2Cth  March  1630,  to  Rafe  Mallory  of  Shelton,  Beds,  gent.,  and  Eafe  Pare 
of  Harlington,  gent ,  my  Rectory  and  Parsonage  of  Westoning,  Beds,  for  thirty  years  upon  trust, 
to  raise  portions  for  my  two  younger  sons  and  three  daughters,  my  Will  is  that  .£500  be  raised 
out  of  the  rents  for  my  daughter  Anne,  £400  for  my  daughter  Barbara,  and  other  £400  for 
my  daughter  Mary  ;  and  subject  to  the  payment  to  my  sons  Francis  and  Henry  of  COOO  each, 
as  directed  by  the  said  deed,  the  surplus  rents  shall  be  paid  to  my  said  son  William  at  21. 

The  Rt.  Honble.  Thomas,  Earl  of  Cleveland,!  to  be  overseer  of  my  Will. 

Witnesses  :  Humphry  Hill,  Thos.  Allsopp,  Cornelius  White. 

Will  proved  21st  June  1630  in  P.C.C.  [58  Scroope.] 

*  Sec  Wills  of  Astry  in  Appendix  II.  at  p.  112. 

t  Thomas  Lord  Wontworth,  created  Earl  of  Cleveland  by  Charles  I.,  5th  Feb.  1025-0,  was  Captain 
of  the  Band  of  Pensioners  to  Charles  I.  and  Charles  II.,  and  died  20th  March  1007,  at  the  ago  of  75. 
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Sir  Henry  Astry  had  issue  by  his  wife  Mary  St.  John  tliree  sons  and  three 
daughters,  who  were  all  very  young  at  the  time  of  their  father's  death:  (83) 

I.  William  Astry,  son  and  heir, 

II.  Francis  Astry,  heir  of  his  brother  William. 

III.  Henry  Astry  was  educated  at  Cambridge,  and,  entering  holy  orders,  was 
beneficed  at  Bally  Kelly,  near  LondondeiTj',  in  Ireland.  But  when  the  Civil  Wars 
broke  out  his  goods  were  plundered  by  the  rebels,  and  he  was  driven  from  his  bene- 
fice. He  died  in  gi'eat  poverty  before  1648,  when  his  orphan  son,  William  Astry, 
who  was  then  14  years  old,  and  had  been  instructed  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin 
by  his  father,  made  petition  to  the  Earl  of  Manchester,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Cambridge,  to  obtain  for  him  a  '  competent  livelihood  for  his  progression 
in  learning.'  (88) 

IV.  Anne  Astry  was  born  in  1618,  and  had  a  marriage-portion  of  5001.  She 
married,  by  license*  dated  16th  May  1635,  with  her  mother's  consent,  Thomas  Peart, 
Esq.,  of  St.  Giles's-in-the-Fields,  the  son  and  heir-apparent  of  James  Peart,  Esq.,  of 
the  same  parish.  (25)  Her  husband  was  afterwards  a  colonel  in  the  army  of 
Charles  I.,  and  had  issue  three  daughters— 1.  Mary;  2.  Elizabeth;  3.  Dorothy, 
who  are  mentioned  with  their  mother,  in  1659,  in  their  uncle  Francis  Astry 's  Will. 
Colonel  Peart  died  long  before  his  wife,  who  married  secondly,  after  1659, 
Robert  Anderson,  Esq.,  of  Chichester,  a  barrister  of  Lincoln's-inn,  and  the  second 
son  of  Sir  Richard  Anderson,  Kt.,  of  Pendley,  Herts.  (84A)  She  had  no  issue  by 
her  second  marriage :  but  her  eldest  daughter,  Llaryf  Peart,  married  her  kinsman 
Richard  Astiy,  gent.,  of  St.  Mary's,  Huntingdon,  (74)  who  was  descended  from  a 
younger  brother  of  the  first  Ralph  Astry  of  Harlington.  Their  only  surviving 
child,  Ehzabeth  Astry,  married  Thomas  Tryce,  Esq.,  of  a  well-known  family  in 
Huntingdonshire,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  pedigree  of  the  Astrys  of  Huntingdonshire, 
at  p.  70. 

V.  Barbara  Astry  had  a  marriage-portion  of  400Z.,  and  married,  first,  .... 
Miller,  by  whom  she  had  a  son,  Michael  Miller,  who  is  mentioned  in  his  uncle's 
Will  in  1659.  Barbara  married,  secondly,  Richard  Cooper,  of  Titsey,  Surrey, 
who  survived  her,  and  took  out  letters  of  administration  on  14th  Feb.  1648-9. 

VI.  Mary  Astry  died  unmarried,  and  was  buried  at  Harlington  on  12th  May 
1689.  (84) 

*  Marriage  License  from  Bishop  of  London's  Registry  :  (25) 
1635,  May  16.    Thomas  Peart,  Esq.,  of  St.  Giles-iu-the-Fields,   Middlesex,  bachelor,  aged  21,  eon  of 
James  Peart,  Esq.,  of  the  same  parish,  and  Mrs.  Anne  Astry  of  Wood  End,  Beds,  spinster, 
aged  17,   daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Astry  deceased,  with  the  consent  of  her  mother,  the  Lady  Mary 
Astry,  widow,  and  of  his  own  father,  to  marry  at  St.  Faith's,  London, 
t  M.I.  ill  the  Chancel  <if  St.  Marij's,  Huntingdon :  (25) 

Mary,  wife  of  Richard  Astry,  gent.,  eldest  daughter  and  coheir  of  Colonel  Thomas  Pert,  Esq.,  by  Auue, 
eldest  daughter  of  Sir-  Henry  Astry,  Kt. ;  died  Gth  March  1G70-1. 
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XII. 

William  Astry  of  Ilarlington,  the  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Henry,  by  Mary  St. 
Jolin,  was  15  years  okl  when  his  father  died,  and  his  wardship  fell  to  the  King.  (83) 
He  died  a  minor  and  unmarried  at  the  age  of  17,  on  24:th  Sept.  1632  ;  and  it  was 
found  at  the  inquest,  which  was  held  at  Leighton  Buzzard  on  20th  Nov.  1632,  that 
his  heir  was  his  brother  Francis,  who  was  13  years  11  months  and  2-4  days  old  on 
the  day  of  the  date  of  the  inquest.  (85) 

XIH. 

Francis  Astry  of  HarHngton,  the  second  son  of  Sir  Henry  Astry  by  Mary 
St.  John,  was  born  on  .  .  Nov.  1618,  and  was  nearly  14  years  old  when  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  family  estates  on  his  brother  William's  death  in  1632.  (85)  He  was, 
liiie  his  brother,  the  ward  of  King  Charles  I.,  and  entered  his  pedigree  at  the  Visi- 
tation of  Bedfordshire  in  1634.  He  married  Dorothy,  second  daughter  of  Sir  Fleet- 
wood Dormer,  Kt.,  of  Lee  Grange,  in  the  parish  of  Quainton,  Bucks,  and  had  issue 
four  children.  He  died  at  Toddington,  Beds,  on  14th  May  1659,  and  was  buried 
on  19th  May  at  Harlington.  (84)  His  wife  survived  him,  and  was  the  executrix  of 
his  Will. 

Francis  Astry  of  Wood  End,  Harlington,  Beds,  Esq.    Will  dated  22d  April  1G59. 

To  be  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  parish  church  of  Harlington. 

To  my  daughter  Mary  all  the  monies  in  my  house  at  the  time  of  my  death,  and  all  rents 
due,  and  the  money  due  for  wood  sold  by  William  Field  and  Thomas  Powell,  as  also  the  Two 
Cocks  in  Longlands,  and  she  shall  render  a  true  account  to  my  trustees,  William  Shepherd,  Esq., 
Richard  Edwards,  Esq.,  George  Wyngate,  gent.,  and  William  Fryer,  gent. 

To  the  poore  of  Westoning,  £35. 

Whereas  I  have  conveyed  certain  lands  to  my  said  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  raising  of 
£1500  as  portions  for  my  younger  childi'en,  the  same  is  to  be  divided  equally  between  my  son 
Dormer,  and  my  two  daughters  Mary  and  Dorothie. 

To  my  sister  Anne  Pearte,  £20  ;  and  to  her  three  daughters,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  Doro- 
thy, £30.  To  my  nephew  Michael  Miller,  the  son  of  my  sister  Barbara,  £20.  To  my  cozen 
Edwards,  and  her  sons  John  and  Wentworth,  £20.     To  Henry  Phillipps,  £6. 

My  wife  to  be  my  sole  executrix,  and  to  have  my  standing  crops,  and  the  use  of  my  house 
during  her  widowhood. 

To  my  kinsman  Master  James  Astry  of  London,  merchant,  my  best  saddle-horse  ;  and  to 
him  and  his  wife  Diana,  £20  each. 

Witnesses :  Alexander  Nesbell,  William  Martin,  John  Latimer,  James  Martin. 

Will  proved  9th  June  1G59  in  P.C.C.  by  Dorothie  Astry,  relict  of  the  testator.     [350  Pell.] 

Francis  Astry  had  issue  by  his  wife  Dorothy  Dormer  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  viz. 

I.  James  Astry,  son  and  heir,  afterwards  Sir  James  Astry,  Kt. 

H.  Dormer  Astry,  was  baptized  at  Harlington  on  27th  Aug.  1657,  and,  dying 
in  infancy,  was  buried  there  on  20th  Dec.  1659,  (84)  seven  months  after  his  father's 
death. 
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III.  Mary  Astry  married  at  Harlington,  on  22d  Sept.  1659,  ....  Rawlins, 
Esq.  (84) 

IV.  Dorothy  Astry  was  still  unmarried  in  1663. 

Dorothy  Astry,  the  mother  of  these  children,  and  the  widow  of  Francis  Astry, 
Esq.,  of  Harlington,  died  at  Hadley,  near  Barnet,  in  Middlesex,  and  was  buried  at 
Harlington  on  5th  May  1664.  (84) 

DoROTny  Asteey,  late  of  Harlington  Wood  End,  Beds,  and  now  of  Hadley,  near  Barnet , 
Middlesex,  widow,  relict  op  late  Francis  Astrey,  Esq.,  deceased. 

WiU  dated  8tli  Sept.  1G63. 

"William  Shepard,''  late  of  the  parish  of  Great  Robight,  Oxon,  Esq.,  and  James  Astreyf  of 
S.  Hellens,  London,  gent.,  to  be  my  executors. 

To  be  buried  near  my  late  husband,  in  the  chancel  of  Harlington  church. 

To  my  sou  and  heir  James  Astrey,  if  he  attain  21  years,  my  -wedding -ring,  silver  watch, 
half  my  plate,  and  all  my  household  goods.  But  if  he  die  under  age,  then  they  shall  all  go 
to  my  daughter  Dorothy  Astrey  ;  but  if  she  does  not  attain  21  years,  then  they  shall  be  divided 
between  my  said  executors. 

To  my  said  daughter  all  my  pearls,  half  my  plate,  my  diamond  and  other  rings  ;  and  the 
goods  in  blaster  William  Bii'd's  house,  in  the  parish  of  Shortwell,  and  all  my  wearing  apparell 
in  the  mansion  house  at  Harlington  Wood  End  ;  and  also  my  leasehold  lands  in  Hardingfield. 

To  my  daughter  IMary  Rawlins,  20s. 

To  my  brothers  JohnJ  and  Fleetwood  Dormer,§  10s.  each. 

To  my  nephews  Fleetwood, j|  John,  Eusebius,  and  Dormer  Shepard,  10s.  each. 

My  son  to  allow  my  executors  to  collect  the  rents  under  the  deed  of  trust  made  by  his  father 
Francis  Astry  to  Master  Eusebius  Dormer^  and  Raphe  Mallory  for  raising  of  portions  for 
the  younger  children  ;  and  whereas  I  fear  that  Dorothy  Astry 's  portion  will  fall  short  of  that  of 
her  sister  Mary  Rawlins,  I  desire  that  due  provision  be  made  for  my  said  daughter  Dorothy. 

Witnesses  :  Richard  Birch,  Edward  Wilford,  John  Wilford. 

Will  proved  2d  May  1(364  in  P.C.C.     [4G  Bruce.] 

XIV. 

James  Astry  of  Harlington,  afterwards  Sir  James  Astry,  Kt.,  the  only  surviving 
son  of  Francis  Astry,  Esq.,  of  Harlington,  by  Dorothy  Dormer,  was  born  on  14th 
Oct.  1653,  and  was  baptized  on  16th  Oct.  in  the  same  year  at  Ilarhngton.  (84)  He 
was  only  six  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  was  not  yet  eleven  when  he  lost  his 

*  William  Shepard,  Esq.,  mamed  Mary  Dormer,  sister  of  the  testatrix.  (86) 

t  James  Astry  of  St.  Helen's,  Bishopsgate,  merchant,  was  a  son  of  George  Astry  of  Eaton  Socon, 
Beds,  who  was  the  grand-uncle  of  Francis  Astry,  husband  of  the  testatrix  {see  p.  85). 

J  John  Dormer  of  Lee  Grange  was  the  father  of  Sir  John  Dormer,  created  a  baronet  in  16C1,  and 
of  Sir  Robert  Dormer,  Kt.,  M.P.  for  Bucks,  and  a  Judge  of  the  Com-t  of  Common  Pleas.  (87)  Some 
account  of  the  Dormers  of  Lee  Grange  in  the  previous  generation  will  be  found  in  my  Genealogical 
ilemoirs  of  the  Ghesters  of  Chicheley,  vol.  i.  p.  58. 

§  Afterwards  Sir  Fleetwood  Dormer,  Kt.,  of  Arle  Court,  Gloucestershire,  who  emigrated  to  Vir- 
ginia. (86) 

II  Sir  Fleetwood  Shepard,  gent..  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  knighted  at  ■Whitehall  22d  April  1694, 
died  unmarried  at  Copt  Hall  in  August  1C98  (Le  Neve's  Pedigrees  of  Knights,  p.  440). 

If  Eiisebius  Dormer,  the  youngest  brother  of  the  testatrix,  derived  his  Christian  name  from  his 
mother's  father,  Su-  Euseby  or  Eusebius  Isham,  Kt,,  of  Brannston,  Northamptonshire.  (86) 
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mother ;  but  lie  found  aiFectionate  guardians  in  his  mother's  brother-in-law,  William 
Shepard  of  Great  Rolright,  Oxon,  and  his  father's  kinsman,  James  Astry  of  St. 
Helen's,  Bishopsgate.  He  was  sent  in  due  time  to  Oxford,  where  he  matriculated 
at  Brasenose  College  on  14th  July  1071.  (25)  But  in  those  days  the  heir  of  a  good 
estate  was  expected  to  marry  young,  and  he  was  not  yet  20  years  of  age  when  he 
married,  at  Corn  well,  Oxon,  on  9th  Oct,  1673  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Penyston,  Bart.,  of  that  place.  (89)  After  his  marriage  he  studied  law,  and,  having 
taken  his  degree  at  Oxford  as  B.C.L.,  on  2d  Aug.  1(377  (90)  he  was  called  to  the 
Bar  at  Lincoln's  Inn.  He  was  High  Sheriff  of  Bedfordshire  in  1682,  but  continued 
notwithstanding  to  practise  his  profession,  and  was  appointed  a  Master  in  Chancery 
on  27th  April  1(583.  (91)  This  lucrative  post  brought  him  honour  as  well  as  profit, 
for  he  was  knighted  at  Whitehall  by  King  Charles  H.  on  20th  Nov.  1683,  (52)  and 
was  named  by  James  H,  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Privy  Chamber.  (90)  He 
retained  his  office  as  Master  above  eleven  years,  for  the  appointment  of  his  successor, 
Richard  Holford,  Esq.,  is  dated  28th  June  1694.  (91)  He  survived  his  retirement 
more  than  fifteen  years,  and  his  leisure  was  employed  in  literary  and  antiquarian 
research.  He  edited,  with  additions  and  corrections.  Sir  Henry  Spelman's  Glos- 
sarium  Archaiologicum,  to  which  he  prefixed  a  commentary  on  Spelman's  life  and 
writings.  (90)  He  died  at  the  age  of  56,  and  was  buried  at  Harlington  on  15th 
Nov.  1709.  (84) 

Sir  James  Astry  had  issue  by  his  wife  Anne  Penyston  three  sons  and  four 
daughters. 

I.  James  Astry,  his  son  and  heir. 

II.  Francis  Astry,  brother  and  heir  of  James. 

III.  Penyston  Astry  was  baptized  at  Harlington  on  9th  July  1680,  (84)  and 
died  unmarried  in  1742,  at  the  age  of  62. 

IV.  Anne  Astry. 

V.  Henrietta  Astry,  married  on  1st  July  1732,  Sir  Thomas  Hatton,  Bart., 
of  Long  Stanton,  Cambridgeshire,  by  whom  she  had  no  issue.  He  died  at  his 
brother-in-law's  seat  at  Wood  End,  22d  June  1733,  (92)  and  was  buried  at  Long 
Stanton. 

VI.  Elizabeth  Astry  was  baptized  at  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn,  on  6th  Nov. 
1687,  (84)  and  died  in  childhood. 

VII.  Charlotte  Astry  was  baptized  at  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn,  on  2d  Aug. 
1692,  (84)  and,  like  her  sister  Elizabeth,  died  young. 


XV. 

James  Astry,  Esq.,  of  Harlington,  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  James  Astry, 
Kt.,  by  Anne  Penyston  his  wife,  was  born  in  1675,  and  was,  like  his  father,  educated 
at  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  where  he  matriculated  on  25th  Aug.  1691,  at  the  age 
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of  16.  (25)  He  succeeded  to  the  family  estates  on  the  death  of  his  father  in  1709, 
and  was  appointed  in  1712  Secretary  to  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Accounts  of  the 
Army,  in  succession  to  Gregory  King.  (93)  He  died  unmarried,  in  London,  at  the 
age  of  41,  and  was  buried  at  Harlington  on  19th  Oct.  1716,  (84)  where  his  brother 
Francis  erected  a  monument  in  the  chiu'ch  to  his  memory.  He  made  no  Will,  and 
letters  of  administration  were  granted  to  his  brother  and  heir  Dr.  Francis  Astry, 
on  9th  Nov.  1716. 


XVI. 

Francis  Astry  of  Harlington,  the  second  son  of  Sir  James  Astry,  Kt.,  by 
Anne  Penyston  his  wife,  was  born  in  1676,  and  matriculated  at  Brasenose  College, 
Oxford,  on  28th  May  1692,  when  he  was  in  his  16tli  year.  (25)  He  proceeded  B.A. 
on  1st  Feb.  1695-6,  and  was  soon  afterwards  elected  a  Fellow  of  Merton,  where  he 
graduated  M.A.  on  IStli  June  1702.  He  had  in  the  mean  while  taken  holy  orders, 
and  was  created  D.D.  on  15th  Oct.  1715.  He  succeeded  on  the  death  of  his  kins- 
man St.  John  Astry  of  Henbury,  in  1742,  to  the  estates  in  Lincolnshire  and  Hunt- 
ingdonshire, which  had  been  entailed  on  him  by  the  Will  of  Luke  Astry  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  in  1707,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  Sir  Samuel  Astry's  male  heirs ;  and  in  1716 
he  inherited  the  family  estates  in  Bedfordshire  on  the  death  of  his  elder  brother 
James.  He  was  appointed  Treasurer  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  30th  Sept.  1715, 
and  was  collated  a  prebendary  in  1718,  both  which  preferments  he  held  until  his 
death.  (94)  He  had  no  issue  by  his  wife  Susan  Walklate,  and  died  on  30th  Oct. 
1766,  in  his  91st  year.  He  retained  to  the  last  all  his  senses  and  faculties,  and  was 
elected  at  the  age  of  84  to  preach  before  the  Lord  Mayor  at  St.  Paul's,  on  14th 
March  1760,  the  day  appointed  by  Royal  authority  to  be  a  day  of  public  fasting 
and  humiliation.  (94)  He  was  the  last  survivor  of  his  family,  and  devised  his  estates 
at  Harlington  to  his  cousin  on  the  mother's  side,  Francis  Penyston,  Esq.,  of  Corn- 
well,  Oxon. 

Francis  Astry  of  Woodend,  in  parish  of  Harlington,  Beds,  D.D. 

Will  dated  2d  Oct.  17G1. 

To  be  buried  near  my  dear  wife,  in  the  vault  prepared  for  that  purpose,  in  my  chancel  in 
the  church  of  Westoning.  All  my  real  estate  to  my  cousin  Pfairmedon  Penyston  of  Cornwall, 
Oxon,  Esq.,  subject  to  an  annuity  of  .C2G  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Trinder  for  her  Ufe.  To  ]Mr. 
William  Astry  of  Little  Milton,  Oxon,  my  gold  watch,  and  two  of  my  seals  with  our  family 
arms.  To  the  brother  and  sister  of  the  said  William  Astry,  £50,  and  a  pair  of  my  largest  silver 
candlesticks,  and  mourning  rings.  To  my  kinswoman  Mrs.  Munden,  £5.  To  my  nephew  Sir 
Thomas  Rawlinson,  Kt.,  Alderman  of  London,  £12  12,v.  Od.  and  a  ring.  To  Walter  and 
Susanna,  children  of  aforesaid  Sir  Thomas  Rawlinson,  £12  12s.  Od.  each  and  a  ring.  To  my 
nephew  Richard  Ray,  £12  12.9.  Od.  and  a  ring.  To  Mr.  Howey  of  Kidlington,  Oxon,  and  his 
lady,  a  ring  each.  To  Mr.  Chaoe,  apothecary,  £100.  To  Mr.  Rowse,  £30.  To  Mrs.  Penyston 
of  Cornwell,  200  ounces  of  my  plate.  To  my  godson  Francis  Penyston  my  chased  gold  watch. 
To  Mrs.  Manwaring  a  pair  of  silver  candlesticks  ;  and  to  her  sister  Elizabeth  Penyston,  £5.    To 
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the  Rev.  Mr.  Bertie  of  Honyton,  Devon,  and  his  lady,  and  to  Dr.  Ffynes  and  his  lady,  and  Mr. 
and  Mr.s.  Baysand,  a  ring  each.     The  residue  to  said  Ffairmedon  Penyston,  my  executor. 
Will  proved  10th  Nov.  1766  in  P.C.C.  by  the  executor.     [395  Tyndall.] 


XVII. 

I  now  revert  to  George  Astry,  the  younger  son  of  Ralph  I.  of  HarHngton 
Woodend,  and  the  ancestor  of  Sir  Samuel  Astry  of  Ilenbury,  whose  male  issue 
became  extinct  in  1712,  when  this  younger  branch  of  the  Astrys  came  to  bo 
represented  by  Thomas  Chester  V.  of  Knole  and  his  three  maternal  aunts. 

George  Astry  of  Eaton  Socon,  Beds,  the  second  son  of  Ralph  Astry,  Esq.,  the 
purchaser  of  Harlington  "Woodend  by  his  wife  Alice,  was  amply  provided  for  by  his 
father,  who  left  him  by  his  Will  in  1584  400A  in  money  and  all  his  lands,  of  his 
own  purchase,  in  the  parishes  of  Caddington,  Luton,  Dunstable,  and  Kensworth,  in 
Hertfordshire  and  Bedfordshire.  George  married  before  his  father's  death  Lora, 
the  only  child  of  Thomas  Rowley  of  Huntingdonshire,  by  whom  he  had  issue  six 
sons  and  five  daughters.  The  date  of  his  death  is  unknown  ;  but  he  was  still  living 
when  his  daughter  Grace  was  baptized  at  Eaton  Socon  on  20th  Oct.  1606. 

George  Astry  of  Eaton  Socon  had  issue  by  his  wife  Lora  Rowley  sis  sons,  viz, 

I.  Luke  Astry,  son  and  heir. 

II.  John  Astry  inherited  his  father's  lands  in  Nether  Staploe,  in  the  parish  of 
Eaton  Socon,  He  acquired  in  some  way  a  plantation  in  the  island  of  St.  Christo- 
pher's, and  resolved  on  making  a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies  to  look  after  it.  This 
resolution  is  expressed  in  the  following  Will,  which  he  made  on  the  3d  Aug.  1630 
at  Slielton  in  Bedfordshire,  the  seat  of  his  cousin  Ralph  Mallory,  whom  he  appointed 
his  executor,  and  to  whom  he  devised  his  meadows  in  Nether  Staploe,  subject  to  a 
mortgage  of  200/.  due  to  Dr.  William  Dolben,*  Rector  of  Stanwick  in  Northampton- 
shire. John  sailed  for  the  West  Indies  in  the  following  November,  and  it  must  be 
presumed  that  he  died  on  his  voyage,  for  the  following  Will  was  proved  by  his 
cousin  Ralph  Mallory  on  19th  Jan.  1630-1. 

John  Astry  of  Shelton,  Beds,  gent.    Will  dated  3d  Aug.  1630. 

'  A  young  man  of  able  body  and  perfect  mind  ;  yet  because  I  do  determine  to  pass  beyond 
seas  into  the  West  Indies,  where  I  may  encounter  many  dangers  and  a  sudden  death,  I  make 
my  Will  as  follows  :' 

To  my  cozen  Mr.  Raph  Mallory  of  Shelton,  all  those  closes  of  pastures  in  Nether  Staploe, 
in  the  parish  of  Eaton  Soken,  which  my  father  and  I  mortgaged  to  Doctor  Dolben  of  Stand- 
wicke  for  £200,  and  which  fall  to  my  heirs  in  reversion  after  my  father's  death,  with  the 
condition  that  my  said  cozen  ]\Ialorie  pay  the  said  Doctor  his  said  £200,  and  make  the  best  of 
the  said  closes,  and  sell  them  to  whoever  will  give  most  for  them. 

All  my  other  lands,  tenements,  and  heridaments  in  Nether  Staploe,  which  descended  to 
me   and  my  heirs   after  my   father's  death,  to  my  brother  James  Astrey  and  his  heirs,  with 

•  Dr.  ll'ilUam  Dolben  died  Bishop  nominate  of  Gloucester.  His  eldest  eon,  Dr.  John  Dolben,  died 
Archbishop  of  York  in  1G8G,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Baronets  of  this  name  at  Finedon  in  North- 
amptoushire. 
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remainder  to  St.  John  Astrey,  my  brother  and  his  heirs,  Tvith  this  condition,  that  he  pays  out  of 
said  lands  as  my  father  appointed  £20,  to  my  brother  Luke  Astrey  to  increase  his  library,  and 
£10  to  each  of  my  brother  Luke's  children.  All  the  rest  of  my  goods  in  England  to  my 
cozen  Mallory,  whom  I  make  my  exor. 

Wilnesses :  Grace  Mallory,  Thomas  Mallory,  St.  John  Astrey,  Lore  Spenser. 

WiU  proved  19th  Jan.  1630-31  in  P.C.C.  by  Raphe  Malory  of  Shelton.     [7  St.  John.] 

This  Will,  however,  was  not  allowed  to  stand ;  for  John  Astry,  after  leaving 
Shelton,  went  up  to  London  to  prepare  for  his  voyage,  and  was  hospitably  entertained 
by  his  brother  James,  who  was  a  merchant  living  in  the  parish  of  St.  Helen's, 
Bishopsgate.  He  stayed  several  months  with  his  brother,  and  was  induced  before 
he  sailed  to  make  another  Will  in  his  favour,  to  the  exclusion  of  his  cousin.  James 
eventually  succeeded  in  establishing  his  rights  in  May  1G33,  when  the  probate  of 
the  Will  in  favour  of  Ralph  Mallory  was  brought  into  court  and  cancelled ;  but  this 
success  was  only  obtained  after  two  years  of  litigation,  resulting  in  family  dissensions, 
which  were  never  reconciled.  James  kept  to  the  day  of  his  death  the  meadows  at 
Nether  Staploe,  which  had  been  his  brother's  patrimony,  and  which  he  had  rescued 
with  so  much  difficulty  from  Ealph  Mallory ;  but  they  were  lost  after  his  death  to 
the  family  of  Astry,  for  they  were  left  by  his  Will  at  the  disposal  of  his  widow,  and 
formed  part  of  the  provision  which  she  made  in  1G82  for  her  niece  Judith  Bee. 

John  Astry  of  London,  gent.    Will  dated  4th  Nov.  1630. 

All  the  lands  and  tenements  that  I  have  in  England  or  elsewhere  to  my  brother  James 
Astry,  and  likewise  all  my  goods  and  chattels,  and  the  right  or  title  that  I  have  '  unto  any 
servants  in  the  Island  of  St.  Christopher's'  or  elsewhere,  with  their  indentures  and  terme  of  years. 

Witnesses :  James  Shotbolt,  Henry  OueUle,  Mathew  Maseken. 

Will  proved  16th  May  1633  by  James  Astry,  brother  and  executor.  The  previous  testa- 
ment, with  probate  of  the  same  in  the  name  of  Ralph  Mallory,  the  pretended  executor  of  the 
defunct,  dated  January  1630,  having  been  brought  in  and  cancelled.     [36  Russell.] 

III.  St.  John  Astry,  the  third  son  of  George  Astry  of  Eaton  Socon,  was 
baptized  there  on  15th  Oct.  1593,  (Si)  and  is  mentioned  in  his  brother  John's  Will 
in  1(530.  He  inherited  from  his  mother's  family  lands  in  Sutton  St.  James  and 
St.  Edmund's,  Lincolnshire,  and  in  the  parish  of  Holywell  cum  Needingworth, 
Hunts,  which  evidently  descended  after  his  wife's  death  to  his  nephew  Luke  Astiy 
of  Lincoln's  Inn.  He  had  no  issue  by  his  wife  Judith  (who  survived  him),  and 
died  in  1660,  when  he  was  buried  at  Holywell. 

St.  John  Astry,  in  the  town  of  Hollowell  cum  Needingworth,  Hunts,  gent. 

WiU  dated  14th  Oct.  1659. 

To  be  buried  in  Hallowell  church. 

To  my  wife  Judith  Astry  my  lands  in  Lincolnshire  and  at  Hallowell  and  Needingworth 
for  her  life,  and  after  to  my  heirs. 

To  my  godson  Thomas  Lyeddy,  £20  ;  and  if  any  of  my  nieces  or  nephews  come  in  they 
shall  have  Is.  each. 

My  said  wife  to  be  my  executrix. 

Will  proved  19th  July  1660  by  the  widow  in  P.C.C.     [159  Nabb.] 
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IV.  James  Astrt,  the  fourth  son  of  George  Astry  of  Eaton  Socon,  was  a 
merchant  of  London,  residing  in  the  parish  of  St.  Helen's,  Bishopsgate.  He  was 
born  in  IGOl ;  for  he  asserts  in  his  Will  that  he  was  7G  years  old  in  September  1677, 
although  he  is  described  in  his  marriage-license  as  25 years  old  in  1633.  (104)  He 
was  the  testamentary  heir  of  his  brother  John  in  1631,  and  married  at  St.  Bride's, 
Fleet-street,  London,  on  28th  July  1633,  Diana,  daughter  of  Edward  Bee,  gent., 
of  Little  St.  Bartholomew's,  London.  (25)  He  had  no  issue,  and,  subject  to  his 
wife's  life  estate,  made  his  grandnephew  James  Astry,  the  grandson  of  his  brother 
Halph,  his  heir.  But  in  case  of  his  grandnephew's  dying  in  his  minority,  he 
preferred  his  cousin  James  Astry  of  Harlingtou  to  his  brother  Luke's  children,  who 
ai'e  never  mentioned  in  his  Will.  It  must  be  suspected  that  he  had  never  forgiven 
his  brother  Luke  for  being  benefited  by  the  pretended  Will  of  their  brother  John, 
which  it  had  cost  him  so  much  trouble  to  upset.  James  died  at  the  age  of  78,  and 
was  buried  at  St.  Helen's,  Bishopsgate,  on  23d  Jan.  1678-9.  (74) 

James  Astry  of  the  parish  of  St.  Hellens,  London,  gent. 

"Will  dated  12th  Sept.  1677. 

Being  aged  3  score  and  16  years,  I  desire  my  wife  Diana,  after  my  death,  to  call  in  all 
monies  and  bonds  due  to  me,  and  pay  them  to  my  friends,  Mr.  Thomas  Pattell,  citizen  and 
Ironmonger,  London,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Kemble,  Draper,  London,  that  they  may  put  the  same 
out  at  interest  for  her  benefit  during  her  life  ;  and  after  her  death,  they  are  to  pay  over 
these  moneys  to  Mr.  John  Buckworth  of  London,  Turkey  merchant,  for  the  use  of  his  and  my 
grandnephew  Jame.s  Astry,  son  of  James  Astry  of  the  parish  of  Bratoft,  co.  Lincoln,  gent., 
till  he  is  21.  But  if  my  said  nephew  dies  before  my  wife,  then  the  money  shall  go  to  such 
brother  as  he  may  leave  ;  and  if  there  be  none,  to  James  Astry  of  HarUngton  Wood  End, 
Beds,  Esq. 

All  my  lands  and  tenements  in  England  or  elsewhere  to  my  said  wife  for  her  life,  with  re- 
mainder to  my  said  grandnephew  James  Astry,  with  remainder  to  the  said  James  Astry  of 
Harhngton  AVood  End. 

To  my  nephew  Mr.  John  Saunderson  of  Temsford,  Beds,  12s. 

My  wife  to  be  my  executrix,  and  the  said  Mr.  John  Buckworth,  Mr.  Thomas  Pattell, 
Mr.  Thomas  Kemble,  and  Mr.  John  Saunderson  to  be  overseers. 

Witnesses :  Francis  Burton,  WilUam  Bower,  Ra.  Eddowes,  Daniel  Chandler. 

WiU  proved  20th  Jan.  1G78-9  in  P.C.C.     [1  King.] 

The  widow  Diana  Astry  proved  her  husband's  Will  three  days  before  the  day 
of  his  burial.  She  survived  him  three  years,  and  was  buried  near  him  at  St.  Helen's, 
Bishopsgate,  on  31st  May  1682.  (74) 

Diana  Astry  of  tue  parish  of  Great  S.  Hellens,  London,  widow. 

WiU  dated  23d  May  1682. 

To  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  S.  Hellen,  where  I  live. 

To  my  niece  Judith  Bee,  who  lives  with  me,  £300  and  all  my  jewels,  plate,  and  household 
goods  not  otherwise  bestowed. 

I  give  .CGOO  for  the  purchase  of  lands  in  tlie  name  and  for  the  use  of  my  cousin  Robert 
Pattle,  son  of  my  kinsman  Thomas  Pattle,  and  his  heirs  male  in  tail,  on  condition  that  he  and 
they  write  their  name  Bee  als.  Pattle,  with  remainder  on  the  same  conditions  to  Thomas  Pattle, 
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another  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Pattle,  in  fee  tail ;  remainder  to  Edward  Pattle,  another  son  of 
the  said  Thomas  Pattle,  in  fee  tail ;  remainder  to  my  brother  Edward  Bee's  grandson,  of 
Stifilin,  Yorkshire,  in  fee  tail  ;  remainder  to  my  own  riglit  heirs. 

To  my  goddaughter  Diana  Pattle,  daughter  of  the  said  Thomas  Pattle,  £200  at  her  age  of 
21  or  one  month  after  her  marriage.    To  my  friend  William  Bower,  X'20. 

The  residue  of  my  estate,  real  and  personal,  and  also  the  lands  and  tenements  belonging 
to  me  by  virtue  of  a  mortgage''  from  George  Astry  and  John  Astry  to  Dr.  William  Dolben 
and  John  Dolben,  paid  long  since  by  my  late  husband,  and  all  other  mortgages  of  my  late 
husband,  to  my  niece  Judith  Bee,  whom  I  make  my  executrix. 

Thomas  Pattle,  my  kinsman,  and  William  Bower  to  be  overseers. 

Witnesses  :  Amy  Raphes,  William  Bower,  scrivenor,  Asbmore  Mason,  John  Lloyd. 

Will  proved  1st  June  1682  in  P.C.C.  by  Judith  Bee.     [67  Cottle.] 

V.  Egbert  Astry  was  baptized  at  Eaton  Socon  on  13th  July  1596.  (8i) 

VI.  Ralph  Astry,  the  sixth  son  of  George  Astry  of  Eaton  Socon,  was  a 
married  man  with  children  in  1630,  when  his  brother  John  made  his  Will,  and 
inherited  lands  at  Braytoft  in  Lincolnshire. 

James  Astry,  son  and  heir  of  Ralph,  succeeded  his  father  at  Braytoft  before 
1677,  and  married  the  niece  of  Mr.  John  Buckworth,  merchant  of  London.  He 
died  before  1706,  leaving  a  son  of  his  own  name. 

James  Astry,  son  and  heir  of  James,  was  the  heir  of  his  granduncle  James 
Astry  of  St.  Helen's,  Bishopsgate,  in  1679,  and  came  into  possession  of  his  estate 
in  1682,  on  the  death  pf  his  granduncle's  widow.  He  was  still  living  in  Jan.  1706-7, 
when  Luke  Astry  of  Lincoln's  Inn  made  his  Will. 

VII.  Jane  Astry,  the  eldest  daughter  of  George  Astry  of  Eaton  Socon,  was  in 
1618  the  wife  of  William  Sanderson  of  Tempsford,  Beds,  and  had  two  sons  :  I.  LAW- 
RENCE ;  II.  John.  (96)  John  is  mentioned  in  the  Will  of  his  uncle  James  Astry  of 
St.  Helen's  in  1677. 

George  Astry  had  also  four  other  daughters,  of  whom  nothing  is  known  to  me 
except  the  dates  of  their  baptisms  at  Eaton  Socon.  (81) 

VIH.  ]\Iary  Astry  was  baptized  on  26th  June  1595,  and,  I  presume,  died  an 
infant. 

IX.  Mary  Astry  was  baptized  on  1st  Oct.  1598. 

X.  Judith  Astry  was  baptized  on  7th  Aug.  1605. 

XI.  Grace  Astry  was  baptized  on  20th  Oct.  1606. 

XVHI. 

Luke  Astry,  son  and  heir  of  George  Astry  of  Eaton  Socon,  by  Lora  Rowley 
his  wife,  was  married  and  had  children,  when  his  bmther  John  made  his  Will  in 
1630.  It  may  be  guessed  from  the  allusion  to  his  liMary  that  he  was  a  lawyer  by 
jjrofession,  but  nothing  is  known  about  him  except  that  he  had  two  sons.  1.  LUKE ; 
2.  Samuel. 

*  See  p.  83  and  note. 
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Litre  Astry,  the  eldest  son  of  Luke,  was  a  barrister  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  and 
inherited  the  estates  of  his  uncle  St.  John  Astry-  in  Huntingdonshire  and  Lincoln- 
shire, lie  died  unmarried  at  his  chambers  on  IGth  June  1708,  and  was  buried  in 
Lincoln's  Inn  Chapel  on  21st  June  following,  (8 1 )  when  his  nephew  St.  John  Astry 
was  his  heir, 

Luke  Astry  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  co.  Middlesex,  Esq. 

Will  dated  23d  Jan.  1706-7. 

To  be  buried  under  Lincoln's  Inn  Chapel.  All  my  messuages,  lands,  and  tenements  in  Sutton 
St.  James  and  Sutton  St.  Edmund's,  co.  Lincoln,  and  in  Needingworth  cum  Holywell,  Hunts, 
to  my  friends  and  kinsmen  Frederick  Slare'*  als.  Scholer,  Doctor  in  Physick,  and  Francisf 
Astry,  Fellow  of  Merton  College,  in  Oxford,  in  trust  to  pay  as  foUows  :  To  Francis,^  son  of 
Francis  Astry,  late  of  the  city  of  Oxford,  and  to  William :j:  Astry  junior  of  Maulden,  Beds,  £7 
per  annum  each  for  seven  years  ;  to  Samuel  Gibbard,  £10  per  annum  for  life  ;  and  to  his  sisters 

Susanna  .and ,  now  married  at  Bristol,  .£.5  per  annum  each  for  life;  and  to  Mrs.  Mary  Price 

and  her  sister  Lydia,  during  their  joint  lives,  £10  per  annum  ;  and  to  the  survivor,  £7  per  annum 
for  life.  All  these  annuities  to  revert  to  my  nephew  Sir  John  Astry,  only  son  of  my  only  brother 
Sir  Samuel  Astry,  for  his  life  ;  remainder  to  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  ;  remainder  to  Francis 
Astry,  Fellow  of  Merton  College,  and  heirs  male  ;  remainder  to  James  Astry,  eldest  son  of  Sir 
James  Astry,  &c.  ;  remainder  to  his  brother  Pennyston  Astry,  &c.  ;  remainder  to  the  heirs  male 
of  the  body  of  James  Astry,  grandchild  and  heir  of  Ralph  Astry,  youngest  brother  of  Luke  Astry, 
Esq.,  my  father,  the  eldest  son  of  George  Astry  of  Basmey,  in  parish  Eaton  Socon,  co.  Bedford, 
Esq.,  and  Lora  his  wife,  my  grandfather  and  grandmother  ;  remainder  to  my  right  heirs  of 
the  name  of  Astry  for  ever.  To  Sir  James  Astry  and  his  three  sons  and  youngest  daughter, 
5  guineas  each ;  and  to  his  eldest  daughter,  10  guineas.  To  Francis,  son  of  Francis  Astry  J  of 
Oxford,  deceased,  who  is  now  scholar  of  Merton  College,  and  to  William  AstryJ  junior  afore- 
said, of  Maulden,  5  guineas  each.  To  Mr.  Richard§  Astry  of  Huntingdon,  £10,  to  be  divided 
among  his  daughter's  children.     My  said  trustees  to  be  my  executors. 

Codicil  dated  3d  March  170G-7.  To  Samuel  Gibbard,  £10  ;  and  to  his  sister  Susan  and  her 
sister,  married  at  Bristol,  £5  each. 

Administration  granted  2Gth  June  1708  to  St.  John  Astry,  the  nephew  by  brother  and 
next  of  kin  of  deceased,  the  trustees  and  executors  named  in  the  Will  renouncing.  [125  Barrett 
in  C.P.C] 

*  Dr.  Slave  was  a  weU-known  physician  in  his  day,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  discover  how  he  was 
related  to  the  Astryg,  or  why  he  is  called  Slare  aU.  Scholer  in  this  Will.  He  was  educated  abroad, 
and  began  his  professional  career  in  Germany,  where  he  was  attached  to  the  honsehold  of  the  Elector 
Palatine,  the  nephew  of  Prince  Rupert.  He  was  in  attendance  on  the  Elector  at  Oxford  on  9th  Sept. 
1680,  when  the  Prince  and  the  chief  members  of  his  suite  were  created  Doctors  of  Physic.  (96) 
Frederick  Slare  was  one  of  the  M.D.s  created  on  this  occasion,  although  his  name  is  omitted  in  the 
Fasti.  (96)  In  the  next  year  he  was  admitted  at  the  Loudon  College  of  Physicians,  a  candidate  for  the 
Fellowship,  and  wag  elected  a  FeUow  in  1085.  Ho  settled  at  Greenwich,  and  wrote  a  book  in  recom- 
mendation of  the  Pyrraont  Waters,  which  brought  him  into  notice.  He  was  also  well  known  as  an 
active  member  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel.  He  enjoyed  a  large  practice,  and  died 
at  Greenwich  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age  on  12th  Sept.  1727.  (96)  He  was  never  man-ied,  and  left  by 
his  Will  a  considerable  fortune  to  his  sister  and  his  nephews  and  nieces. 

f  Francis  Astry,  Fellow  of  Merton,  was  the  second  son  of  Sir  James  Astry,  Kt.,  of  Harlington 
Woodend,  who  was  gi-eat-grandnephew  of  the  testator's  grandfather.     See  pedigree  at  p.  72. 

J  Francis  Astry,  Scholar  of  Merton,  and  William  Astry  the  younger  of  Maulden,  Beds,  were 
descended  from  Ralph  Astry  of  Little  Milton,  Oxon,  the  nephew  of  the  testator's  grandfather.  Sec 
pedigree  at  p.  77. 

%  Richard  Jsfriy  married  Mary  Peart,  granddaughter  of  Sir  Honry  Astry,  Kt.,  of  Harlington,  and 
had  an  only  daughter,  Mrs.  Tryce.     See  pedigree  at  p.  70. 
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XX. 

Samuel  Astrt,  afterwards  Sir  Samuel  Astry,  Kt.,  the  second  son  of  Luke  Astry, 
Esq.,  was  born  in  1632,  and  was,  like  his  brother  Luke,  a  barrister  of  Lincoln's 
Inn.  He  was  successful  in  his  profession,  and  was  appointed,  in  1677,  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  which  lucrative  office  he  enjoyed  until 
his  death,  during  a  period  of  twenty-seven  years.  He  improved  his  fortune  by 
marrying  an  heiress,  who  brought  him  the  mansion  and  manor  of  Henbury,  in 
the  parish  of  Aust,  in  Gloucestershire.  His  wife  Elizabeth  was  the  only  child  of 
George  Morse,  Esq.,  of  Henbury,  and  had  six  children.  Sir  Samuel  died  on 
25th  Sept.  1704,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  at  Aust,  where  his 
monument  still  remains  in  the  church.  (97) 

Dame  Elizabeth  Astry  remarried  Simon  Harcourt,  Esq.,  of  Pendley,  Herts, 
Iklaster  of  the  Crown  Office,  and  cousin  of  Simon  Viscount  Harcourt,  Lord  Chan- 
cellor 1713,  but  had  no  issue  by  her  second  husband.  She  died  in  December  1708, 
and  letters  of  administration  were  granted  to  her  widower  on  12th  Jan.  1709.  He 
died  on  30th  March  1724.  (98) 

Sir  Samuel  Astry  of  Henbury,  Gloucestershire,  Knight. 

Will  dated  2d  March  1698-'.1. 

To  be  buried  in  my  vault  in  the  chancel  of  Aust  Chapel.  To  Sir  John  Smith,  Bart., 
and  the  Lady  Elizabeth  his  now  wife,  my  eldest  daughter,  £100  for  mourning.  To  Thomas 
Chester,  Esq.,  and  Anne  his  now  wife,  my  daughter,  £50  for  mourning.  To  Luke  Astry,  Esq., 
my  brother,  £100.  (Annuities  to  servants.)  My  wife  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Astry  to  pay  to  my 
daughter  Diana  Astry  £6000  on  the  day  of  her  marriage,  if  she  marry  with  her  consent. 
To  Arabella,  my  youngest  daughter,  £6000  at  21  or  marriage.  To  my  eldest  son  Luke  Astry, 
Esq.,  1000  marks  per  annum  for  life.  To  my  youngest  son  St.  John  Astry,  400  marks  per 
annum  for  life.     My  said  ^vife  to  be  my  residuary  legatee  and  sole  executrix. 

Codicil  dated  10th  Aug.  1699  revokes  a  legacy  to  a  servant. 

Will  proved  1st  Nov.  1704  by  the  relict  Dame  Elizabeth  Astry. 

Administration  de  bonis  non  granted  16th  Dec.  1709  to  Dame  Elizabeth  Smith,  wife  of 
Sir  John  Smith,  Bart. ;  Diana,  wife  of  Richard  Orlebar,  Esq.  ;  and  Arabella  Astry,  spinster, 
the  surviving  daughters  of  the  testator,  whose  widow  and  executrix  is  now  also  deceased. 

Sir  Samuel  Astry  had  issue  by  his  wife  Elizabeth  Morse,  the  heiress  of  Henbur)-, 
two  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz. 

I.  Luke  Astry,  son  and  heir- apparent,  was  born  in  1673,  and  matriculated  at 
Hart  Hall,  Oxford,  on  17th  Nov.  1690,  (25)  but  he  left  the  University  without 
taking  his  degree.  He  died  unmarried  in  his  father's  lifetime,  on  7th  May  1701, 
at  the  age  of  28.  (97) 

IL  St.  John  Astry,  surviving  son  and  heir. 

HL  Elizabeth  Astry  was  born  in  1070,  and  married  before  1698  Sir  John 
Smyth,  Bart.,  of  Long  Asliton,  in  Somerset,  M.P.  for  Somersetshire  in  1686  and 
1095.  She  was  one  of  the  coheirs  of  her  brother  St.  John  in  1712,  and  died  15th 
Sept.  1715,  aged  45.  Her  widower  died  19th  May  1726,  aged  00.  (99)  They  had 
issue  three  sons  and  four  daughters.     Sir  John  Smyth  was  the  representative  of 
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John  Smyth,  who  died  Mayor  of  Dristol  in  1554,  and  purchased,  in  1545,  the  manor 
of  Long  Ashton  (see  p.  14). 

IV.  Anne  Astry  married  Thomas  Chester,  Esq.,  IV.  of  Knole.  Slie  died  in 
childbed  in  her  father's  lifetime,  and  was  buried  at  Almondsbury  on  fith  Aug. 
1703.  (43)  She  left  six  children,  and  her  widower  was  buried  beside  her  on  26th 
Feb.  1704-5.  (43)     (See  p.  37.) 

V.  Diana  Astry  had  a  marriage-portion  of  0000/.  under  her  father's  Will, 
and  married  at  Lincoln's  Inn  Chapel,  on  17th  Dec.  1708,  Richard  Orlebar,  Esq., 
of  Hinwick,  Beds.  She  was  one  of  the  coheirs  of  her  brother  St.  John  in  1712, 
and  died  on  4th  Sept.  1716,  when  she  was  buried  at  Poddington,  Beds.  (lOO) 
She  left  several  children. 

VI.  Arabella  Astry  inherited,  on  her  brother's  death  in  1712,  the  Henbury 
Estate,  and  married,  by  special  license  dated  9  th  July  1715,  Charles  William  Lord 
Walden,  (25)  who  became,  on  his  father's  death  in  1718,  seventh  Earl  of  Suf- 
folk. .(loi)  He  had  no  issue  by  his  wife  Arabella,  and  died  at  her  house  at 
Ilenbury  on  9th  Feb.  1721-2.  His  widow  survived  him  little  more  than  four 
months,  and  died  on  23d  June  1722,  when  she  was  buried  at  Henbury.  (101) 

XXL 

St.  John  Astry  of  Henbury,  the  surviving  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Samuel  by 
Elizabeth  Morse,  was  born  in  1675,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  1704.  He  was 
the  heir  and  executor  of  his  uncle  Luke  Astry  in  1708,  and  died  unmarried  on 
21st  Nov.  1712,  at  the  age  of  37,  when  he  was  buried  at  Henbury.  (97) 
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matriculated 
Hart  Hall,  Oxou,  17 
No¥.  1690;  died  un- 
man-. 7  May  1701, 
aged  28,  before  his 
father. 


Sir  John  Smyth, 
Bart.,  of  Long 
Ashton,  M.P.  for 
Somerset ;  died  19 
May  1726,  aged  66. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

The  Masters  of  Knole,  descended  from  the  Chesters. 

Elizabeth  Chester,  the  only  daughter  of  Thomas  Chester  IV.  of  Knole  by 
Anne  Astry,  was  born  on  2d  July  1694,  and  was  in  her  issue  the  sole  heir  of  the 
Chesters.  She  married  at  Almondsbury,  on  16th  Aug.  1716,  Sir-  William  Cann,  the 
second  Baronet,  of  Compton  Green  in  Gloucestershire,  (43)  and  died  on  6th  Jan. 
1725,  leaving  an  only  child  of  her  own  name.  Her  husband  died  in  the  next  year, 
on  27th  April  1726,  at  the  age  of  32,  (50)  without  having  administered  to  her 
estate;  and  administration  was  granted  on  20th  June  1727  to  her  brother  Thomas 
Chester  V.  of  Knole,  as  the  guardian  of  her  only  child. 

Elizabeth  Chester  Cann,  the  only  child  of  Sir  William  Cann,  Bart.,  by 
EHzabeth  Chester,  was  an  orphan  from  her  childhood,  and  the  ward  of  her  uncle 
Thomas  Cliester  V.  of  Knole.  She  was  the  heir  of  her  father's  estates  at  Brisling- 
ton  and  Breane  in  Somersetshire,  and  married  at  Almondsbury,  on  26th  Dec.  1742, 
Thomas  Master,  Esq.,  the  younger,  M.P.  for  Cirencester.  (43)  He  was  the  son  and 
heir-apparent  of  Thomas  Master,  Esq.,  of  The  Abbey  in  Cirencester,  which  had 
been  the  seat  of  the  fimily  since  the  reign  of  Queen  EHzabeth,  and  had  been 
educated  at  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  where  he  matriculated  on  12th  May  1735.  (25) 
He  died  in  his  father's  lifetime,  at  the  age  of  32,  and  was  buried  at  Cirencester  on 
1st  June  1749.  (45)  His  widow  survived  him  33  years,  and  was  buried  with  her 
husband  on  1st  Jan.  1782.  (45) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Master  had  issue  three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  viz. 

I.  Elizabeth  ^Lvster  was  born  in  1745,  and  died  unmarried  at  Bath,  at  the 
age  of  71.     She  was  buried  at  Cirencester  on  10th  April  1817.  (45) 

II.  Thomas  Master,  son  and  heir,  who  inherited  the  Chester  estates  in  1799 
from  Mrs.  Bromley  Chester. 

III.  ElCHARD  ISLvSTER,  of  whom  hereinafter,  the  father  of  the  late  Colonel 
Chester  Master  of  Knole. 

Tho:\IAS  Master,  the  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  by  Elizabeth  Chester  Cann,  was 
born  in  1744,  and  was  therefore  only  five  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  left 
him  under  the  guardianship  of  his  mother.  His  grand-uncle's  desire  that  he  should 
marry  his  cousin,  the  heiress  of  Knole,  and  her  decision  to  break  off  the  engagement 
after  Mr.  Chester's  death,  have  been  already  related.  He  married  at  Sherborne,  on 
25th  May  1769,  Mary,  daughter  of  James  Lenox  Napper  Button,  Esq.,  and  sister  of 
the  first  Lord  Sherborne,  who  died  on  12th  July  1819,  leaving  two  daughters.  He 
was  the  heir  of  his  paternal  grandfather,  and  succeeded  in  1770  to  The  Abbey  at 
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Cirencester,  and  to  the  family  estates  of  the  Masters  at  Baunton,  Preston,  and 
Sti-atton  in  Gloucestershire.  He  was  High  Sheriff  of  Gloucestershire  in  1771,  and 
was  elected  one  of  the  Knights  of  the  Shire  in  1784.  He  retained  his  seat  in  two 
successive  Pai'liaments,  and  retired  from  political  life  in  1796.  In  the  mean  while 
he  had  inherited,  on  his  mother's  death  in  1782,  the  manors  of  Brislington  and 
Breane  in  Somersetshire,  which  had  belonged  to  his  grandfather,  Sir  William 
Cann ;  but  in  1799  he  received  a  much  greater  accession  of  estate,  when  he  suc- 
ceeded, under  the  Will  of  his  cousin  Mrs.  Bromley  Chester,  to  the  manors  of  Almonds- 
bury,  Barton  Regis,  and  Brimsham,  and  the  whole  inheritance  of  the  Chesters  in 
Gloucestershire.  The  Chester  estates,  however,  were  devised  to  him  in  tail  male, 
with  remainder  to  his  brother  and  his  sons,  and  therefore,  as  he  outlived  his  only 
son,  they  passed  on  his  death  to  his  nephew  Colonel  William  Chester  Master  of  the 
Scots  Fusilier  Guards. 

Mr.  Master  died  on  12th  May  1823,  aged  79,  and  was  buried  at  Cirencester, 
near  his  wife.     He  had  issue  four  children,  of  whom  only  two  daughters  survived  him. 

I.  TnoiIAS  Master,  son  and  heir-apparent,  was  born  in  1770,  and  was  Brigade- 
Major  in  the  2d  Dragoon  Guards  ;  but  he  died  unmarried  in  his  father's  lifetime, 
at  the  age  of  27,  on  17th  Oct.  1797. 

II.  Elizabeth  Master  was  baptized  at  Cirencester  on  8th  Sept.  1771,  and  was 
buried  there  on  27th  Sept.  in  the  following  year. 

III.  Jane  Master  was  baptized  at  Cirencester,  7tli  April  1774,  and  succeeded 
on  her  father's  death    to  The  Abbey,  Cirencester,  and  the  other  estates  of  the 
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Thomas  Master,  Esq.,  M.P.= 
for  Cirencester;  son  and  heir 
apparent  of  Thomas  Master, 
Esq.,  of  The  Abbey;  died  be- 
fore his  father,  aged  32 ;  buried 
1  June  17i9. 


,=j=Elizabeth  Chester,  dau.  and  heir  of  Sii'  Wil- 
liam Cann,  Bart.,  of  Brislington  and  Breane, 
Somerset,  by  Elizabeth  Chester,  dau.  and  heir 
in  her  issue  of  Thomas  Chester,  Esq.,  IV.,  of 
Knole  (see  Pedigree  of  Chester  of  Knole  at 
p.  40) ;  married  at  Almondsbury , 20  Dec.  1742  ; 
died  widow;  buried  1  Jan.  1782. 


Thomas  Master,  Esq. ,  son  and=i=Mary,  dau.   of  James     ElizabethMaster;     Major  Richard    Master,  2d 


hoir;ofTheAbbey,Cii'eucester 
and  afterwards  of  Knole ;  born 
1714;  High  Sheriff  of  Glou- 
cestershire 1771  ;  M.P.  for 
Gloucestershire  17H4-9G  ;  died 
12  May  182.^,  aged  7'J. 


Lenox  Napper  Dutton , 


745  ;    died     son  ;  married  Isabella  Fran- 


Esq.,    and    sister    of     unm.    at     Bath,     cesEgerton,  a  co-heir  of  King 


James,  &-stLord  Sher- 
horue;  married  at  Sher- 
borne 24  May  170!) ; 
died  12  July  1819. 


aged  71;    buried 
10  April  1817. 


Henry  VII. 


Chester  Master  of  Knole. 
(Pedigree  at  pp.  95-90.) 


ThomasMaster.Esq., 
son  and  heir-appt. ; 
Brigade  Major  2d 
Dragoon  Guards  ; 
born  1770;  died  num. 
17  Oct.  1797,  in  his 
father's  lifetime. 


Elizabeth;     Jane   Master, 


Mary  Anne  Master,  co-  =  Lord  John  Thynne, 


baptized  8     heii-;  bapt.  7  April     heir ;  bapt.  10  June  1777;  M.P.  for  Bath  ;  Vice- 

Sep.1771;     1774;ofTheAbbey,     marr.  18  June  1801;  Lady  Chamboriain  to  King 

Cirencester,    after     of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  George  III.;  who  suc- 

her  father's  death  ;     Princess  Sophia;  inherit-  ceeded  in  1838  as  3d 

died  unm.  2  Ang .     ed  The  Abbey  on  her  sis-  Lord      Carteret     of 

ter's  death  ;  died  widow  Hawnes  ;     died    s.p. 

22  Feb.  18C3,  aged  85,  10  Mar.  1819. 


died 

fant ;  bu- 
ried 27 
Sept.1772.     1802,  aged  f 


94  MAJOR  KICHARD  MASTER,  M.l^ 

Master  family.     She  died  unmarried  on  2d  Aug.  1862,  and  was  succeeded  at  The 
Abbey  by  her  only  surviving  sister  Lady  Carteret. 

IV.  Mary  Anne  Master  was  baptized  at  Cirencester  on  10th  June  1777,  and 
married,  on  18th  June  1801,  Lord  John  Thynne,  M.P.  for  Bath  and  Vice-Chamber- 
lain to  King  George  III.,  who  succeeded,  in  1838,  as  third  Lord  Carteret  of 
Hawnes,  and  died  without  issue  on  10th  March  1849,  when  the  barony  of  Carteret 
became  extinct.  Lady  Carteret  was  for  some  years  Lady  of  the  Bedchamber  to 
tliG  Princess  Soj^hia,  and  succeeded  to  the  family  estates  on  the  death  of  her  sister 
Jane  in  August  18(32 ;  but  she  lived  to  enjoy  them  little  more  than  six  months,  for 
she  died  on  22d  Feb.  1863,  when  her  cousin  Colonel  Chester  Master  of  Kuole  was 
her  heir,  and  the  Master  estates  were  again  united  with  the  inheritance  of  the 
Chesters. 

U. 

ElCHARD  Master,  the  second  sou  of  Thomas  by  Elizabeth  Chester  Cann,  was 
born  in  1746,  and  was  IMajor  in  his  Majesty's  24th  Regiment  of  Foot.  He  mar- 
ried, on  18th  March  1784,  Isabella  Frances,  third  daughter  and  coheir  of  Colonel 
William  Egerton,  of  the  Kojal  Horse  Guards  Blue,  M.P.  for  Brackley,  Master  of 
the  Jewel  Office,  and  grandson  of  John,  third  Earl  of  Bridgewater.  She  was 
bom  on  12th  Dec.  1759,  and  bi'ought  into  the  family  the  right  of  quartering  the 
Royal*  Arms,  through  her  descent  from  Mary  Tudor,  Queen  of  France  and  Duchess 
of  Suffolk,  the  younger  daughter  of  King  Henry  VH.  Major  Master  was  elected 
M.P.  for  Cirencester  in  1785,  and  retained  his  seat  in  two  successive  Parliaments. 
He  was  afterwards  Consul  at  Algiers,  and  subsequently  Governor  of  Tobago.  He 
died  at  Fort  Royal,  Martinique,  on  26th  Oct.  1800.  His  widow  survived  him 
forty-seven  years,  and  died  at  Paris  on  2d  Dec.  1847,  in  the  88th  year  of  her  age, 
ilajor  Richard  Master  had  issue  five  sons,  viz. 

I.  William  Chester  Master,  afterwards  of  Knole. 

II.  Henry  Master  was  born  on  27th  June  1786,  and  died  unmarried  in  South 
America. 

*  The  coheirs  of  the  Egerton  family  arc  undouhtedly  entitled  to  quarter  the  Royal  Arms,  in  right  of 
theii-  descent  from  Eleanor  Brandon  the  younger,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Mary  Tudor,  Queen  of  France, 
the  younger  sister  of  Henry  VIII. ;  hut  it  is  by  no  means  certain  what  precise  modification  of  the  Royal 
Arms  they  are  entitled  to  hear.  The  assumiitiou  of  the  Arms  of  Ergland  and  France  without  a  difference, 
as  if  Eleanor  Brandon  had  heeu  Queen  of  England,  is  manifestly  absm-d ;  for  the  Sovereign  only  is 
entitled  to  bear  the  Arms  of  Dominion  :  but  against  aU  reason  the  undifferenced  coat  of  the  Tudors  is 
included  amongst  the  quarterings  of  the  second  Duke  of  Sutherland  on  his  garter-plate,  so  that  the  co- 
heii'S  of  Egerton  are  now  warranted  iu  using  it  by  the  highest  heraldic  authority.  Cadets  of  the  Royal 
blood  had  usually  the  Royal  Ai-ms  assigned  to  them  with  a  difference  ;  and  Frances  Brandon,  Duchess  of 
Suffolk,  the  elder  sister  of  Eleanor,  bore  the  Royal  Arms  within  a  bordm-e  gobonny  Or  and  Azm-e  by 
the  gi'ant  of  Queen  Elizabeth  expressed  in  a  warrant  to  the  Kings-at-Arms,  which  is  dated  3d  December 
1559.  This  coat  is  now  properly  used  by  her  descendants  ;  but  there  is  no  record  of  the  Arms  borne  by 
her  sister  Eleanor,  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  use  of  the  Royal  Arms  by  her  descendants  before  the 
garter-plate  above  mentioned.  It  must,  however,  bo  remembered  that  the  claim  of  the  Brandon  co-heirs 
to  the  co-representation  of  King  Henry  VII.  did  not  accrue  until  after  the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the 
last  surviving  child  of  King  Hemy  VIII.  (102) 
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DESCENT  OF  THE  FAMILY  OF  CHESTER  MASTER  FROM  KING  HENRY  VII. 

Anns.     {Sec  Bhield  at  p.  99.) 


Hcury  VII.,  King  of  EngIand=j=Eliziibeth  of  York,  ilau.  and  co-heii'  of  King  Edward  IV. 


Hemy  VIII. 


Margaret  Tudor,  Queeu     Mary  Tudor,  Queen  of=i=Charles  Brandon,  K.G., 
of  James  IV.,  King  of     Louis    XII.,    King    of  I  Duke  of  Suffolk;  mar- 
Scotland.  France  ;   died  26  June     ried  30  May  1515  ;  died 
1533,  aged  37.  |  2-1  Aug.  1545. 

1st  wife,  Lady  Eleanor 
Brandon,  co-heir ;  died 
Nov.  1547. 


Lady    Fi-ances=j=Hem-y  Grey,  K.G.,  Henry     CUfford,      K.B.,     2d    Earl= 

Brandon,  Duke  of  Suffolk.  of  Cumberland  ;  died  8  Jan.  1569, 

co-heir.  |  aged  52. 


Lady  Jane 
Grey,  be- 
headed 


Lady  Catherine= 
Grey,  only  surviv- 
ing heii- ;  died  26 
Jan.  1567. 


•Edward  Sey- 
mour, Earl  of 
Hertford. 


Lady  Margaret  Cliii'ord,= 
heir  of  her  mother  ;  died 
1596. 


=Henry  Stanley,  K.G., 
4th  Earl  of  Derby ; 
married  7  Feb.  1555  ; 
died  25  Sept.  1592. 


Ferdinando,  5th    Earl    of  Derby  ;=j=Ahce,  dau.  of   Su-  John  Spencer,  Kt.,  of  AI- 
'.  16  AprO  1594.  thorpe;  re-marr.  Thos.  Egerton,  Lord   Elles- 

mere,  Lord  Chancellor ;  died  26  Jan.  1636. 


Lady    Frances     Stanley,    co-heii'  ;=f=John    Egerton,   1st     Earl    of     Bridgewater ; 
died  11  Maroh  1635,  aged  52.  died  4  Dec.  1649,  aged  70. 


John  Egerton,  2d  Earl  of  Bridge-=f=Lady  Elizabeth  Cavendish,  dau.  of  William  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
water;  died  26  Oct.  1686,  aged  63.    |  K.G.  ;  married  1641 ;   died  14  June  1663,  aged  87. 

John,    3d    Earl    of     Bridgewater  ;=f=Lady  Jane  Paulet,   dau.  of  Charles,  Ist  Duke 
died  19  March  1701,  aged  54.  |  of  Bolton  ;  died  22  March  1714,  aged  60. 

=Lady  Elizabeth 
Ariaua  Bentinck, 
sister  of  Henry, 
1st  Duke  of  Port- 
laud  ;  marr.  18 
Dec.  1720;  died 
8  Nov.  1765. 


1  w.  Lady  Eliza-=j=Scroop,  4th  Earl=f=2  w.  Lady  Rachel 
beth  Churchill,  and  1st  Duke  of  Russell,  dau.  of 
dau.  and  co-h.  of  |  Bridgewater ;  ere-  Wriothesley,  2d 
John,  1st  Duke  of  I  ated  Duke  18  June  Duke  of  Bed- 
Marlborough;  died  I  1720;  diedll  Jan.  ford;  man-.  4 
22    March     1714,  |  1745,  aged  63.  Aug.  1722  ;   cHed 

aged  25.  _l_  ^1^22  May  1777. 

Earls  of  Jeksev.     Dukes  op  Sutherland. 


Henry  Egerton,= 
5th  son.  Bishop 
of  Hereford ;  died 
1  April  1746, 
aged  59. 


John  Egerton,  BiBhoi)=j=Lady  Ann  Sophia  Grey, 
of  Bangor  1756,  of  dau.  and  co-heir  of 
Lichfield  1768,  of  Henry,  1st  Duke  of 
Durham  1771  ;  (Ued  Kent,  K.G. ;  boru  17 
18  Jan.  1787.  ^Jan.  1730  ;  marr.  1748. 

Earl  Beow.nlow. 


William  Egerton,  2d= 
sou,  Lieut.-Colonel  of 
Horse  Guards,  M. P.  for 
Brackley,  Master  of  the 
Jewel  House ;  died  26 
March  1783. 


Mary,  dau.  of 
Robert  Ku'k, 
Esq.  ;  marr. 
1751. 


Ariana  Margaret  Elizabeth  Eg-=j=Charlc8Benja-  Isabella  Frances=f=Richard  Master,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Egerton,  co-heh';  erton,  co-heir  ;  min  Saladin,  of  Egerton,  co-heu';  for  Cu-encester  1785-93,  Ma- 
Maid  of  Hononi- to  marr.  19  Feb.  Crans,  near  marr.  18  March  jor  24th  Foot,  Governor  of 
thePrincessDow-  1783.  Geneva.  1784  ;  died  at  Tobago  ;  died  26  Oct.  1800, 
ager  of  Wales;  Paris 2 Dec.  1847,  aged  54.  (Sec  Pedigree  of 
died  unman-ied.                               ^  aged  87.  Masiee  at  p.  93. ) 
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William  Chester  Master,  sou  and  lieu-  ;= 
iBherited  Knole  Park  in  1823,  and  The 
Ahbey,  Cirencester,  in  1863  ;  born  4  Jan. 
1785.  Lieut.-Colouel  Scots  Fusilier 
Guards  ;  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Privy 
Chamber  to  Geo.  III.,  Geo.  IV.,  WUliam 
IV.,  and  Queen  Victoria.  Died  20  Nov. 
1868,  aged  84. 


^Isabella  Margaret,  dau.  of 
Colonel  the  Honble.  Stephen 
Digby,  Vice -Chamberlain  to 
Queen  Charlotte  ;  grandson 
of  William,  .5th  Lord  Digby ; 
married  .  .  Aug.  1814  ;  died  9 
Jan.  1859,  aged  C4. 


Four  yoimger  son 
aU  died  s.p.  [Sc 
96.) 


who 
page 


Thomas  WUliam  Chester  Master,  Esq. ,  of  Knole=j=Catherine  Elizabeth,  dau. 


Park,  and  of  The  Abbey,  Cii'encester,  son  and 
heir;  born  28  May  1815.  B.A.  of  Ch.  Ch., 
Oxon,  1837  ;  M.P.  for  Cirencester  1837-1844. 
Twelfth  in  direct  lineal  descent  from  King 
Hem-y  VII. 


of  Sir  George  Cornewall, 
Bart.,  of  Mocoas  Com't, 
Herefordshu'e  ;  married  at 
Moccas  7  April  1840. 


Six  younger  sous ; 
three  daughters.  {See 
pp.  97,  98.) 


Thomas  William  Chester  Master,  Esq.,   Junior,=j=GeorgiDa  Emily,  fifth  dau.  of  Three  younger  Eona ; 

son  and  heir-ajiparent ;  born  15  May  1841.     Ma-  I  JohnEtheringtonWelchRoUs,  two  daughters.    {See 

triculated  at  Ch.  Ch.,  Oxon,  31  May  1860  ;  M.P.     Esq.,  of  The  Hendre,  co.  Mou-  page  99.) 
for  Cirencester  1878.                                                    mouth  ;  married  11  Oct.  1866. 


Jessy  Catherine.     Richard  Chester  Mas-     Isabel  Mary. 

ter,  son  and  heir-ap- 
Ruth  Georgina.       parent ;  born  28  Aug.     Florence. 

1870. 


Cyril  Chester  Master,  Charles  Andi-ew 

second   son  ;    born    8  Chester  Master, 

Sept.  1874.  third  son  ;   born 

30  Nov.  1876. 


in.  Frederick  Cavendish  Master  was  bom  on  20th  Oct.  1789,  and  died 
young  at  Windsor  Castle  in  1793. 

IV.  Richard  Thomas  Chester  was  born  at  St.  Omer's  in  French  Flanders 
on  24th  March  1795,  and  was  a  Captain  in  the  Grenadier  Guards.  He  married 
Anna  Catherina  Frederica,  daughter  of  Baron  Kammerl  von  Puckpock  of  Wasser- 
burg  in  Bavaria,  and  died  without  issue. 

V.  St.  Vincent  Frederick  Master  was  born  on  (3th  Feb.  1800,  and  died 
unmarried  at  Gravelines  in  France  in  1829. 


William  Chester  Master,  the  eldest  son  of  Major  Richard  Master  by  Isabella 
Frances  Egerton,  was  born  on  4th  Jan.  1785,  and  succeeded  on  the  death  of  his 
uncle  Thomas  Master  in  1823  to  Knole  Park  and  the  rest  of  the  Chester  estates, 
which  had  been  entailed  on  the  male  line  of  the  Masters  by  Mrs.  Bromley  Chester's 
Will.  He  was  Lieut.- Colonel  in  the  Scots  Fusilier  Guards,  and  was  one  of  the 
Gentlemen  Ushers  of  the  Privy  Chamber  to  four  successive  sovereigns ;  for  he  was 
appointed  in  the  reign  of  George  III.,  and  continued  to  hold  the  same  office  until 
his  death  in  18G8.  He  married  in  August  1814,  Isabella  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Colonel  the  Hon.  Stephen  Digby,*  Vice-Chamberlain  to  Queen  Charlotte,  and 
Master  of  St.  Katharine's  Hospital,  by  his  second  wife  the  Hon.  Charlotte  Mar- 

*  The  Hon.  Stephen  Digby  was  fifth  son  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Digby,  M.P.  for  Warwicksbii-e,  sou 
and  heir-apparent  of  William,  fifth  Lord  Digby. 
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garet  Gunning,  daugliter  of  Sir  Robert  Gunning,  Bart.,  K.B.,  and  Maid  of  Honour 
to  Queen  Charlotte.  She  was  born  on  15th  May  1794,  and  died  on  9th  Jan.  1859, 
at  the  age  of  65,  leaving  eight  children. 

Colonel  Chester  Master  succeeded,  on  the  death  of  his  cousin  Lady  Carteret,  in 
1863,  to  The  Abbey,  Cirencester,  and  the  i-est  of  the  family  estates.  He  died  on 
20th  Nov,  1868,  aged  84. 

Colonel  Chester  Master  had  issue  by  Isabella  Margaret  Digby  his  wife  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters,  viz. 

I.  Thomas  William  Chester  Master,  son  and  heir,  the  present  owner  of  Knole 
Park  and  of  The  Abbey,  Cirencester. 

II.  George  Francis  Master  was  born  on  25th  Dec.  1816,  and  matriculated 
on  15th  June  1835,  (25)  at  University  College,  Oxford,  where  he  graduated  M.A. 
in  1843.  He  is  in  holy  orders,  and  was  presented  by  his  father's  cousin,  Miss 
Jane  Master,  to  the  Vicarage  of  Baunton  in  1843,  and  to  the  Rectory  of  Stratton 
in  1844.  He  married,  on  12th  November  1845,  Fanny,  youngest  daughter  of 
Sir  William  Bolland,  Kt.,  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  and  has  issue  six 
children,  viz. 

1.  Francis  Charles  Master  was  born  on  25th  Aug.  1846. 

2.  Harry  Chester  Master  was  born  on  26th  April  1848. 

3.  Constance  Mary  Master  was  born  on  13th  Nov.  1849. 

4.  Algernon  Willlvm  Chester  Master  was  born  on  27th  Sept.  1851. 

5.  Elizabeth. 

6.  Dora. 

III.  Henry  Orlando  Chester  Master  was  born  on  7th  Sept.  1818,  and  was 
formerly  Captain  in  the  95th  Foot.  He  married,  on  10th  Nov.  1843,  Eliza  Harriet, 
daughter  of  Captain  Higgs  of  the  Royal  Navy,  by  whom  he  had  issue  an  only 
daughter,  Mary  ISABELLA,  who  was  born  on  6th  July  1844. 

Captain  Henry  Chester  Master  died  at  Malvern  on  7th  Aug.  1879. 

IV.  Charles  Chester  Master  was  born  on  22d  April  1820,  and  was  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  58th  Foot.  He  died  unmarried  -  at  Sydney  in  New  South  Wales  on 
8th  Dec.  1847. 

V.  Wn^LiAM  Charles  Chester  Master,  C.B.,  and  formerly  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  in  the  5th  Fusiliers,  was  born  on  6th  Nov.  1821,  and  mai'ried  at  Nice, 
on  23d  Feb.  1861,  Madelina  Harriet  Louisa,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Curtis, 
3d  Bart,  and  has  issue  five  children,  viz. 

1.  Richard  St.  George  Chester  Master  was  born  oOtli  April  1866. 

2.  John  Bromley  Chester  Master  was  born  22d  July  1807. 

3.  Ariana  Georgina.    4.  Helen  Alexandra. 
5.  Madeline  Isabella. 

VI.  Augustus  Chester  Master  was  born  on  3d  Dec.  1823,  and  matriculated 
at  University  College,  Oxford,  on  1st  Dec.  1842,  (25)  where  he  proceeded  B.A.  in 
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1847.  He  entered  holy  orders,  and  was  presented  by  his  father's  cousin,  Miss 
Jane  Master,  in  1861,  to  the  Vicarage  of  Preston  All  Saints  in  Gloucestershire. 
He  married,  on  29th  July  1858,  Henrietta,  youngest  daughter  of  Sir  George 
Cornewall,  Bart.,  of  Moccas  Court,  Herefordshire,  the  sister  of  his  eldest  brother's 
wife,  and  has  issue  three  children,  viz. 

1.  Godfrey  Cornewall  Chester  Master  was  born  22dDec.  1859. 

2.  Marion  Frances.    3.  Digby  Chester  Master  was  born  3d  Feb.  1867. 
VII.  Francis  Robert  Chester  Master,  sometime  Lieutenant  in  the  58th 

Foot,  was  born  on  18th  May  1826,  and  married,  on  21st  Jan.  1852,  Emma  Jane, 
daughter  of  Henry  MacArthur,  Esq.,  of  New  South  Wales. 

VIH.  Isabella  Mary  Frances  Charlotte  Master  was  born  on  21st  Nov. 
1828,  and  married,  on  15th  May  1851,  her  cousin,  George  William  Gunning,  Esq., 
son  and  heir  apparent  of  the  Rev.  Sir  Henry  John  Gunning,  Bart.,  of  Horton, 
Northamptonshire,  by  whom  she  has  issue,  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 

IX.  Emma  Fanny  Master  was  born  on  26th  June  1832,  and  died  in  child- 
hood on  20th  Feb.  1834. 

X.  Ejiily  Ariana  Master  was  born  on  18th  April  1837,  and  married,  on 
10th  Feb.  1859,  William  Edmund  Curtis,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  in  the  1st  Royal 
Dragoons,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Sir  William  Curtis,  3d  Bart.,  who  died  on  11th 
May  1860,  aged  26,  leaving  an  only  son,  who  succeeded  his  grandfatlier  in  1870, 
and  is  the  present  Sir  William  Michael  Curtis,  Bart.  Mrs.  Curtis  married  secondly, 
on  25th  June  1868,  George  Berney  Charleton,  Esq.,  of  Elberton,  Gloucestersliire, 
by  whom  she  has  two  children. 


in. 

THO^LVS  William  Chester  Master,  the  son  and  heir  of  Colonel  Chester 
Master,  was  born  on  28th  May  1815,  and  matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
on  17th  Oct.  1833,  and  proceeded  B.A.  in  May  1837.  He  was  elected  M.P.  for 
Cirencester  in  August  of  the  same  year,  and  sat  in  two  successive  Parliaments ;  but 
he  accepted  the  stewardship  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds  in  July  1844.  He  succeeded 
his  father  in  1868,  and  is  the  present  owner  of  The  Abbey,  Cirencester,  and  of 
Knole  Park.  He  married  at  Moccas,  Herefordshire,  on  7tli  April  1840,  Catharine 
Elizabeth,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  George  Cornewall,  Bart.,  of  Moccas  Court,  by 
whom  he  has  had  issue  six  children,  viz. 

I.  Thomas  William  Chester  Master  junior,  son  and  heir-apparent,  was 
bom  on  15th  May  1841,  and  like  his  father  was  educated  at  Christ  Chm'ch,  Oxford, 
where  he  matriculated  on  31st  May  1860.  He  was  elected  M.P.  for  Cirencester  in 
1878,  and  was  reelected  without  opposition  in  1880  in  the  new  Parliament.  He 
married,  on  11th  Oct.  186(>,  Georgina  Emily,  5tli  daughter  of  John  Etlieringtou 
Welch  Rolls,  Esq.,  of  The  Hendre,  Monmouthshire,  and  has  issue  seven  children, 
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1.  Jessy  Catharine.    2.  Ruth  Georgina. 

3.  Richard  Chester   Master,  son  and  heir-apparent,  was  born  28th 
Au£;.  1870. 

4.  Isabel  ]\Iary.    5.  Florexce. 

6.  Cyril  Chester  Master  was  born  8th  Sept.  1874. 

7.  Charles  Andrew  Chester  Master  was  born  30th  Nov.  1876. 

n.  Alice  Mary  Jane  Master  was  born  on  7th  March  1843,  and  married 
on  IGth  Feb.  1871,  William  Aitchison,  Esq.,  of  Drummore,  Edinburgh,  formerly 
Lieut.-Colonel  Scots  Fusilier  Guards,  by  whom  she  has  three  children. 

III.  Isabel  Catharine  Master  was  bom  on  15th  Jan.  1845,  and  married 
on  2d  Dec.  1869,  Major  Cornwalhs  Henry  Chichester  of  the  5th  Lancers,  by  whom 
she  has  four  daughters. 

IV.  Egerton  Philip  Chester  Master  was  born  on  20th  Nov.  1846. 

V.  Charles  Gilbert  Chester  Master  was  born  at  Moccas  Court  on  1st  June 
1851,  and  died  there  in  May  1865. 

VI.  Arthur  Cornewall  Chester  :Master  was  born  on  25th  July  1854. 


1.  Master  of  the  Abbey. 

2.  Ciinn.     Extinct  Baronets. 

3.  Chester  of  Knolc. 

4.  Astry  of  Henbury. 

5.  Egerton,  Earls  of  Bridgewater. 

6.  Stanley,  Earls  of  Derby. 

7.  Brandon,  Dukes  of  Snffoll:,  with 

Clifford  on  a  canton. 

8.  Royal  Ai-ms  of  England  borne  by 

Henry  VII. 
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(98)  Collins'  Peerage  1779,  vol.  v.  p.  270. 

(99)  Collinson's  Hist,  of  Somerset,  vol.  u.  p.  301 :  Long  Ashton. 
(100)  From  her  M.I.  at  Paddington,  Beds. 

(loi)  Collins'  Peerage  1779,  vol.  iu.  p.  136. 

(102)  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stephen  Tucker,  Somerset  Herald,  for  my  knowledge  of  the  Garter- 

plate  of  the  second  Duke  of  Sutherland,  and  for  assistance  in  marshalling  the  armo- 
rial shield  at  p.  99. 

(103)  Communicated  by  F.  A.  Blaydes,  Esq.,  of  Tilsworth,  Beds. 

(104)  Marriage  Licenses  (from  Colonel  J.  L.  Chester's  Collections)  :  (25) 

{From  the  Bishop  of  London's  Registry.) 
1620-1.  Jan.   17,  John  Butterfield  of  St.   Mary,  Islington,  Merchant  Taylor,  and 
Elizabeth  Asteie,  spinster,  daughter  of  ....  Astrie,  deed.     To  marry 
at  Highgate,  Middlesex. 
1633.  July  26,  James  Asiet,  gent.,  of  the  City  of  London,  bachelor,  aged  25,  and 
Diana  Bee,  spinster,   aged  23,  daughter  of  Edward  Bee  of  Little    St. 
Bai-tholomew's,  London.     To  marry  at  St.  Bride's  or  St.  Faith's,  London. 
(They  were  married  at  St.  Bride's,  28th  July  1633.) 
1707-8.  March  22,  Clobeey  Beomlet,  Esq.,  of  St.  James,  Westminster,  bachelor, 
aged  about  22.     To  marry  Mrs.  Dorothy  Bromley  of  St.  Martin's-in-the- 
Fields,  spinster,  aged   16,  with   the   consent   of  her  gimrdian,  Charles 
Longueville,  Esq.,  of  the  Inner  Temple. 
(They  were  married  at  St.  Anne's,  Westminster,  25th  March  1708.) 

(Frovi  the  Faculty  Office.) 
1697-8.  Jan.  12,  William  Beomlet,  Esq.,  of  Bagginton,  Warwickshire,  widower, 
aged  about  33.    To  man^  the  Honourable  Elizabeth  Stawell  of  St.  James, 
Westminster,  spinster,  aged  about  22,  at  St.  James,  Westminster. 
(Their  marriage  is  not  recorded  in  the  Register  of  St.  James's  parish.) 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  PARISH  REGISTERS. 

(A)  St.  James's,  Briftol  (examined  by  Hem-y  Wasbrongh,  Esq.,  of  Bristol,  1877). 

1559.  March  29,  John  and  James,  the  Bonnes  of  William  Chester,  bapt. 
1564.  May  17,  Thomas  Chester  bm-ied. 

1567.  Oct.  7,  Agnis  the  wife  of  Thorn.  Chester  buried. 

1568.  Sept.  . . .  Rowland  Williams  and  Elizabeth  Chester  married. 
1572-3.  Jan.  3,  Mr.  William  Chester  bm-ied. 

1580-1.  Feb.  14,  Edward  Chester  bm-ied. 

1583.  Sept.  24,  Mr.  Thomas  Chester  of  St.  John's  parish  buried. 

1583.  Oct.  26,  John,  the  son  of  Mr.  Wm.  Chester,  buried. 
1584-5.  Feb.  18,  John,  the  sone  of  John  Chester,  bapt. 

1593.  July  12,  Water,  the  sous  of  Water  Chester,  bapt. 

1594.  Nov.  19,  TJiomas,  son  of  same,  bapt.     Buried  22  May  1602. 
1595-6.  Jan.  24,  Jone,  dau.  of  Water  Chester,  bapt. 

1606.  Sept.  18,  PhUlipe  Langlie  and  Katrine  Chester  married. 
1617-18.  Feb.  23,  Ellynor,  the  wife  of  William  Chester,  buried. 
1641.  Sept.  27,  Mr.  Walter  Chester  bm-ied. 
1645.  Dec.  26,  Mrs.  EUzabeth  Chester  bm-.,  aged  86. 

(B)  St.  Thomas's,  Bristol  (examined  by  H.  Wasbrough,  Esq.). 
1564-5.  Feb. . . .  Mrs.  Mawd  Chester  buried. 
1632-3,  Feb.  10,  John,  sou  of  Thomas  Chester,  bapt. 

(C)  Christ  Church,  Bristol  (from  Mr.  F.  Grigson's  Collections). 
1557.  Dec,  25,  John,  son  of  Domynick  Chester,  bapt.   Buried  11  Feb.  1557-8. 
1559-60.  March  19,  Domynick,  son  of  same,  bapt. 
1561-2.  March  6,  Alice,  dau.  of  same,  bapt. 

1563.  Aug.  24,  Ai-thur  Chester  bapt. 

St.  Wcrbergh's,  Bristol  (from  Mr.  F.  Grigson). 

1564.  May  26,  Thomas  Chester,  son-in-law  to  George  Higgins,  buried. 

(D)  ,S(.  Stephen's,  Bristol  (from  Mr.  F.  Grigson). 
Marriages : 

1560.  Sept.  8,  George  Higgins  &  Marye  Chester,  widow  of  James  Chester. 

1569.  Sept.  26,  Thomas  Chester  &  Katherino  Smith,  late  wife  of  Robert  Smith. 
1586-7.  Feb.  25,  Thomas  Holcombo  &  Bridget  Chester. 

1591.  May  2,  William  Browne  &  Marie  Chester. 

1593.  Dec.  16,  Thomas  Jewell  &  Elizabeth  Chester. 
Baptisms  .- 

1567.  Nov.  14,  Marie,  daughter  of  Mr.  Chester. 
1570-1.  Mar.  9,  Marie,  daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Chester. 

1571.  Oct.  12,  Priscilla,  daughter  of  Mr.  Domyuicko  Chester. 

1573.  Sept.  12,  James,  sou  of  Edward  Chester. 
1574-5.  Feb.  21,  Robert,  son  of  same. 

1576.  Nov.  5,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  same. 

1577.  Nov.  29,  Bridget,  dau.  of  same. 
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Burials : 

1572.  April  23,  Man  Chester,  wife  of  Mr.  Domynickc  Chester. 
1589.  Oct.  G,  Katerine  Chester,  wicldow. 

St.  Nicholas,  Bristol  (from  Mr.  F.  Grigsou). 

158-1.  April  23,  Matthew  Havelon  &  Joyce  Chester  mai-riecl. 
1570.  June  25,  Edward  Chester  &  Bridget  Slooombe  married. 

(E)  St.  John's,  Bristol  (examined  hy  Heury  Washrough,  Esq.). 

1558-9.  Feb.  viii.,  Walter,  Sonne  of  John  Chester,  bapt. 

1581-2.  Jan.  2,  Alye,  daughter  of  William  Chester,  bapt. 

1567-8.  Feb.  14,  Maisteris  Chester  buried. 

1569.  Nov.  20,  Damitie,  servant  to  Mr.  Chester,  bur. 

1573-4.  Jan.  4,  Robert  Pryns  and  Mary  Chester  married. 

1574.  Nov.  24,  Mr.  John  Caplyn  and  Anne  Chester  marr. 

1591-2.  Feb.  20,  William,  son  of  Walter  Chester,  bapt. 

(F)  St,  Thomas  Apostle,  London  (from  Colonel  J.  L.  Chester's  ms.  Collections). 

1620.  Dec.  17,  Walter,  son  of  Walter  and  Jane  Chester,  bapt. 
1631-2.  Feb.  1,  Mary,  dau.  of  Walter  and  Jane  Chester,  buried. 

St,  Mary  Aldcrmarij,  London  (from  Colonel  J.  L.  Chester's  ms.  Collectious). 

Baptisms : 

1622.  Dec.  28,  Thomas,  son  of  Walter  Chester,  clokemaker,  bapt. 

1625.  July  17,  Mary,  dau.  of  Walter  Chester,  clokemaker,  bapt. 

1634.  July  10,  Charles,  son  of  Walter  Chester,  clokemaker,  bapt. 

1648.  April  21,  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Chester,  di-aper,  and  Mary,  bapt. 

1650.  Nov.  19,  Mary,  dau.  of  same. 

1652.  Nov.  16,  Jane,  dau.  of  same. 
1654-5.  Jan.  27,  PhUlis,  dau.  of  same,  born  the  same  day. 
1656-7.  Jan.  21,  Anne,  dau.  of  same,  born  the  same  day. 
1658-9.  Feb.  18,  Walter,  sou  of  same,  born  6  Feb. 

1660.  April  2,  Chai-les,  son  of  same,  born  the  same  day. 

1662.  May  23,  Sarah,  dau.  of  same,  born  7  May. 

1665.  May  18,  Frances,  dau.  of  same,  born  7  May. 


1647.  April  22,  Thomas  Chester  of  this  parish,  di'aper,  and  Mary  Dorbarr  of  St.  Thomas  Apostle, 

vii'gin. 
Burials  ; 

1588.  May  15,  Giles  Chester,  servant  to  Mr.  John  Warter. 
1636.  Nov.  22,  Walter,  son  of  Walter  Chester. 

1648.  Oct.  12,  Mr.  Walter  Chester,  Merchant  Taylor. 

1660.  May  30,  Mrs.  Jane  Chester,  widow  of  Mr.  Walter  Chester. 
1663.  Oct.  10,  Sarah,  dau.  of  Thomas  Chester. 
1665.  Oct.  7,  Anne  Chester,  dau.  of  same. 

(G)   St.  Vcdast,  Foster-lane,  London.  (25) 

1654-5,  Jan.  12,  Mr.  Thomas  Chester,  Esq.,  and  Mrs.  EUzabeth  How,  gentlewoman,  were  manied 
by  the  now  Lord  Mayor,  and  afterwards  by  Mr.  Pemberton  our  minister. 

St.  Andrew's,  Holhorn,  London.  (29) 
1728.  Nov.  1,  St.  John  Chester,  from  Saffi-on  Hill,  buried. 
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Mercers'  Chapel,  London.   (25) 
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1735-G.  Feb.  28,  Thomas  Clieeter  of  Enowle,  iu  the  parish  of  Almondsbury,  co.  Gloucester, 
Esquire,  and  Mary  Gwinnett  of  Shurdington,  in  the  parish  of  Badgeworth,  widow,  were 
married  by  Mr.  Anthony  Chester,  Chaplain  to  the  Mercers'  Company. 

St.  James's,  Westminster.  (29) 

1741.  Feb.  21,  Elizabeth  Lucy,  dau.  of  Richard  Chester,  Esq.,  and  Lucy  his  wife,  baptized. 

(H)  Almo)idshunj ,  Gloucestershire  (certified  by  Rev.  Thos.  Murray  Browne,  Vicar  1877). 

1696.  May  25,  Thomas,  ye  son  of  Tho.  Chester,  Esq.,  bapt. 

1697.  May  25,  Anne,  dau.  of  same,  bapt.     Buried  16  March  1697-8. 

1698.  June  30,  WQliam,  son  of  same,  bapt. 
1700-1.  Jan.  11,  Richard,  son  of  same,  bapt. 
1701-2.  Feb.  U,  Charles,  son  of  same,  bapt. 

1702.  July  1,  St.  John  Astry,  son  of  same,  bapt. 

1703.  Aug.  2,  Anne,  dau.  of  same,  bapt.     Buried  3  Aug.  1703. 

1700-1.  Jan.  26,  Mr.  Edward  Freeman,  Attorney-at-law,  and  Mrs.  Kathai-ine  Chester,  married. 

1703.  Ang.  6,  Mrs.  Anne  Chester,  wife  of  Tho.  Chester,  Esq.,  buried. 

1704.  Feb.  27,  Tho.  Chester,  Esq.,  buried. 

1716.  Aug.  16,  Sh-  Wm.  Canu  of  the  parish  of  Bussleton,  Somersetshh-e,  and  Madam  Elizabeth 
Chester,  daughter  of  Tho.  Chester,  Esq.,  of  this  parish,  deed.,  were  married  by  Mr. 
Darby,  Vicar  of  Henbury  {vide  the  Register-book  of  Henbury  parish). 

1742.  Dec.  26,  Thomas  Master  the  younger  of  Cirencester,  gentleman,  and  Elizabeth  Chester 

Cann  of  this  parish,  married. 

(I)  St.  Helen's,  Bishopsgate,  London.  (25) 

1613.  Nov.  25,  Thomas  Seaborne  of  Bluutsham,  Hunts,  yeoman,  and  Mary  Astry,  mayden  daa. 

of  Thomas  Astry  of  Somersham,  Hunts,  gent.,  married. 
1656.  Oct.  9,  Richard  Astry,  gent.,  and   Elizabeth  Stebbins,   spinster,  boih  of  this  parish, 

married. 
1678-9.  Jan.  23,  James  Astry  buried  in  the  North  lie. 
1682.  May  31,  Mrs.  Astry  buried  in  North  He. 

St.  Mary's,  Iluntingdvn.    (25) 

1661-2.  March  20,  Mary,  dau.  of  Richard  Astry,  gent ,  and  hia  wife  Mary,  bapt.     Born  6  March. 
1663-4.  Feb.  26,  Thomas  Astry,  son  of  same,  bapt.     Born  22  Feb. 

1666.  April  11,  Elizabeth  Astry,  dau.  of  same,  bapt. 
1670-1.  March  8,  Mary,  wife  of  Richard  Astry,  gent.,  buried.     Died  6  March. 

1711.  Nov.  14,  Mary,  wife  of  Mr.  Richard  Astry,  buried. 

1714.  Aug.  4,  Mr.  Richard  Astry,  alderman,  buried. 

(K)  Great  Milton,  Oxon.  (25) 

Baptisms : 

1613.  Oct.  24,  Anne,  dau.  of  Ralph  Astrcy,  gout. 
1614-15.  Jan.  20,  Milliceut,  dau.  of  same. 

1616.  Oct.  20,  Francis,  sou  of  same. 
1617-18.  March  22,  Ralph,  son  of  same. 

1619.  April  26,  Michael,  son  of  same. 

1621.  April  8,  Henry,  son  of  same. 

1622.  Oct.  9,  Ralph,  son  of  same. 
1623-4.  March  13,  William,  son  of  same. 
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Baptisms  : 

1659-60.  Feb.  20,  Francis,  Eoii  of  Francis  Astrey,  gent.,  was  horn. 
1661.  Nov.  13,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Francis  Astrey  of  Little  Milton. 
1666.  Dec.  20,  Anne,  dau.  of  same. 

1690.  Sept.  4,  William,  son  of  William  Astrey,  gent.,  of  Little  Milton. 
1692-3.  Feb.  22,  Francis,  son  of  same. 
1699.  April  11,  Robert,  sou  of  same  and  Jane  his  wife. 

Bxirials : 

1613.   Nov.  2,  Anne,  dau.  of  Ralfe  Astrey,  gent. 

1654.  Dec.  6,  RaUe  Astrey,  gent. 

1694.  Nov.  15,  Mr.  Francis  Astrey  of  Little  Milton,  gent. 

1694.  Dec.  1,  Mr.  Francis  Astrey  of  Oxford  (bis  sou). 

All  Saints,  Oxford.  (25) 
1684.  June  29,  Francis,  son  of  Francis  Astree,  bapt. 

Christ  Church  Cathedral,  Oxford.  (25) 
1707-8.  Feb.  17,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  B.D.  of  the  University,  and  Mrs.  EUzabeth  Astrey  of  the 
City  of  Oxford,  widow,  manied. 

St.  Petcr's-in-the  East,  Cxford.  (25) 

1714.  Oct.  17,  Hester  Anstry  buried. 
1717-18.  Jan.  4,  Henry  Gimmett  of  Thame  and  Anne  Astroy  of  MUton  married  by  license. 

(L)  Toddington,  Beds.  (105) 
1659.  May  14,  Mr.  Francis  Asterie  buried.   [He  was  buried  at  Harliugton  19  May.] 

Harlington,  Beds  (communicated  by  Dudley  G.  Cary-Elwes,  Esfi.,  of  Bedford). 

1658.  Oct.  16,  Mr.  James,  son  of  Francis  Astrey,  Esq.,  and  Dorothy  his  wife,  bapt.     Born 

14  Oct. 
1657.  Aug.  27,  Dormer,  son  of  same,  bapt. 

1659.  May  19,  Francis  Astrey,  Esq.,  buried. 

1659.  Sept.  22 RawUns,  Esq.,  and  Mary  Astrey  married. 

1659.  Dec.  20,  Dormer  Astrey  buried. 

1664.  May  5,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Astrey,  late  wife  of  Francis  Astrey,  Esq.,  buried. 

1680.  July  9,  Penestou,  son  of  James  Astrey,  Esq.,  and  Anne  his  wife,  bapt. 

1689.  May  12,  Mrs.  Mary  Astry  buried. 

1709.  Nov.  15,  Sir  James  Astry,  Kt.,  buried. 

1716.  Oct.  19,  James  Astry,  Esq.,  buried. 

Houghton  Conquest,  Beds.  (103) 
1615.  Nov.  8,  Mr.  William  Astrey,  gent.,  of  Staple  Inn,  buried. 

St.  Andrew's,  Holborn  (from  the  ms.  collections  of  G.  E.  Cokayne,  Lancaster  Herald). 

1687.  Nov.  6,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Sir  James  Astry,  Master  in  Chancery,  and  Anne  his  wife, 

bapt. 
1692.  Aug.  2,  Sharlott,  dau.  of  Sir  James  Astree  and  Dame  Anne,  b.apt.,  Chancery-lano. 
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(M)  Eaton  Socon,  Beds  (certified  by  the  View,  Rev.  E.  Eorley,  1880). 

1593.  Oct.  15,  SanctuB  Johannes,  filius  Georgii  Anstrey,  gen.,  bapt. 

1595.  June  26,  Maria,  filia  ejusdem,  bapt. 

1596.  July  13,  Robertus,  filius  ejusdem,  bapt. 
1598.  Oct.  1,  Maria,  filia  ejusdem,  bapt. 

1605.  Aug.  7,  Judith,  filia  ejusdem,  bapt. 

1606.  Oct.  20,  Grace,  filia  ejusdem,  bapt. 

Lincoln's  Inn  Chapel.  (25) 

1708.  June  21,  Luke  Astry,  Esq.,  who  died  at  his  chambers  ye  16th  of  June. 

Dec.  17,  Richard  Orlebar  of  Hinwick,  Beds,  and  Diana  Astry  of  Henbuiy,  Gloucester- 
shii-e,  married. 

All  Halloics  Barking,  London.  (25) 
1689.  Nov.  21,  William   Bromley,   Esq.,  of  the    County  of  Warwick,  widower,   and  Trever 
Fortree,  of  St.  Giles-in-the-Fields,  virgin,  married  by  license. 

The  Chapel  Roijal,  Whitehall,  London.  {25) 
1734.  March  25,  Francis  Bromley  and  Rebecca  Gastrell  married. 

Wickham,  Hants,  (25) 
1738.  July  80,  William,  son  of  Rev.  Francis  Bromley  and  Rebecca,  bapt. 
17iO.  Dec.  7,  Frances,  dau.  of  same,  bapt. 

St.  James's,  Westminster.   (25) 

1756.  May  8,  William  Bromley,  Esq.,  and  Bridget  Davenport,  both  of  this  parish,  married 
by  license  of  the  Bishop  of  London. 


St.  James's,  Bristol  (from  'Ba.iictVa  History  of  Bristol). 

An  altar-tomb,  covering  a  vault,  stood  against  the  waU  of  the  old  Priory  in  the  churchyard,  with 
these  inscriptions  : 

'  James  Chester,  died  17th  March  1560. 
William  Chester,  died  1st  Jan.  1572. 
Edward  Chester,  died  1580. 

Walter,  son  of  William  Chester,  died  2lBt  Sept.  1641,  aged  88. 
Thomas  Chester,  Sherifi'of  Gloucestershire  1577,  was  buried  24th  Sept.  1583.' 

The  following  memorandum  of  the  destruction  of  this  tomb  in  1744  was  discovered  by  Mr.  H.  S. 
Wasbrough.     It  is  pasted  on  the  cover  of  an  old  book  of  churchwardens'  accounts : 

'  June  15th,  1744.  Upon  a  fryday  morning,  betwen  three  and  fewer  of  the  clock,  I,  Thomas  Harris, 
sec  Jacob  Osborne,  the  freestone  mason,  take  down  the  tonmb  cauld  Mr.  Chesters  ould  toomh,  with  the 
asistauce  of  to  or  three  of  Mr.  Job  Gardiners  men,  and  they  put  the  top  stone  of  the  above  ould  monu- 
ment upon  Mr.  Gardiners  brewers  dray  and  his  horse.  ...  I  veryly  beleved  it  to  be  haldit  to  Mr. 
Osbornes  yard,  and,  as  they  tould  me,  broke  the  stone  in  hailing  it  to  the  yard.  Likewise  the  same 
persons,  and  at  the  same  time  allso,  tookt  the  other  ould  monument  that  stud  erected  in  some  part  of 
the  wall,  I  mene  the  top  stone  w  .  .  .  into  a  part  of  the  wall  which  is,  I  think,  now  standing.  They 
were  all  forbid  to  take  any  of  those  materials  away  out  of  the  churchyard  by  the  jnner  churchwarden,  I 
think  then  Mr.  Cristoper  Lilly. 

'  Thos.  Hasbis,  Palish  Clerk  of  St.  Jamee.' 
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CALENDARS  OF  WILLS  AND  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

WILLS  OF  CHESTER  PROVED  IN  THE  PREROGATIVE  COURT  OF  CANTERBURY 
BEFORE  1760. 
The  initial  letters  affixed  indicate  to  which  family  of  Chester  the  Testator  belonged: 
A  denotes  the  Chesters  of  Alniondsbury. 
B  of  Bristol. 
C  of  Chicheley. 
E  of  Leigh,  in  Essex. 
H  of  Hertfordshire. 


1471.  Henricns  Cliester 

.     Bristol 

1  Wattys,  B. 

1476.  WilUelmus  CheBter    . 

.     London      . 

23  Wattys,  C. 

1484.  Dua  Agnes  Chester    . 

.     Loudon       . 

9  Logge,  C. 

1485.  Alicia  Cliester   . 

.     Bristol 

14  Logge,  B. 

1487.  John  Chester     . 

.     Bristol 

23  MiUes,  B. 

1505.  Dame  AUce  Chester  . 

.     Loudon       . 

35  Holgi-ave,  C. 

1513.  John  Chester    . 

.     London      . 

18  Fetiplace,  C. 

1534.  Edith  Chester  . 

.     Reding       . 

9  Hogan. 

1559.  William  Chester 

.     Bristol        . 

52  Cheyney,  B. 

1560.  James  Chester . 

.     Bristol 

39  MeUerch,  B. 

1564.  Maude  Chester. 

.     Bristol 

30  Stevenson,  B. 

1566.  William  Chester 

.     Herts 

5  Crymes,  H. 

1569.  John  Chester    . 

.     Line. 

1  Sheffield. 

1573.  WiUiam  Chester 

.     Bristol        . 

10  Peter,  B. 

1580.  John  Chester     . 

.     London      . 

37  Arundel. 

1582.  Thomas  Chester 

.     Somereet   . 

36  Tyrrwhitt. 

1584.  Thomas  Chester 

.     Bristol        . 

36  Butts,  A. 

1585.  Dame  Magdalen  Chester 

.     Herts 

44  BrndeneU, H. 

1588.  Giles  Chester    . 

.     Bristol       . 

50  Rutland,  B. 

1590.  Lam-ence  Chester 

.     London      . 

71  Drury. 

1591.  Henry  Chester . 

.     Bristol 

33  St.  Barbe,  B. 

1608.  WiUiam  Chester,  Esq. 

.     London 

57  Windebank,  C 

1611.  Amhrose  Chester       . 

.     Kent 

77  Wood. 

1614.  John  Chester    . 

.     Somerset   . 

10  Lawe. 

1621.  John  Chester    . 

.     Somerset  . 

92  Dale. 

1625.  William  Chester 

.     London      . 

47  Clark. 

1628.  Richard  Chester 

82  Barrington. 

1632.  Richard  Chester 

."     Essex 

.       43  Audley,  E. 

1635.  Sir-  Anthony  Chester,  Bt. 

.     Bucks 

128  Sadler,  C. 

1641.  Sir  Robert  Chester,  Kt. 

.     Herts 

25  Evelyn,  H. 

Walter  Chester. 

.     Bristol       . 

12  Evelyn,  B. 

1642.  Lady  Anne  Chester  . 

.     Herts 

.       33  CambeU,  H. 

1647.  Dr.  Granado  Chester,  D.D 

.     Herts 

.       12  Fines,  H. 

1648.  Walter  Chester 

.     Loudon      . 

.     141  Essex,  B. 

EUzabeth  Chester      . 

.     Loudon      . 

191  Essex. 

1649.  George  Chester 

.     Essex 

120  Fairfax,  E. 

Robert  Chester,  Esq. 

.     Essex         . 

120  Fairfax,  E. 

1650,  Abraham  Chester 

,     Canterbury 

196  Pembroke. 
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1653.  William  Clieeter 

.     Dunstable 

39  Brent. 

Samuel  Chester 

.     Sussex       . 

146  Brent. 

Hem-y  Chester  . 

.     Bromley    . 

218  Brent. 

Dorothy  Chester 

.     London 

333  Brent. 

1G54.  Thomas  Chester 

.     London      . 

475  Allchin. 

1655.  Thomas  Chester 

.     Cambridge 

139  Aylett. 

Agues  Chester  . 

.     Kent 

356  Aylett. 

1G5G.  Elenor  Chester  . 

.     London      . 

343  Berkeley. 

1657.  John  Chester    . 

.     Northampton 

65  Ruthen. 

John  Chester     . 

.     York 

237  Ruthen. 

1658.  William  Chester 

.     Gloucestershii-e  . 

397  Pell,  B. 

Edward  Chester 

.     Cambridge 

363  PeU,  H. 

16G1.  Bichard  Chester 

.     York 

2  May. 

1665.  John  Chester     . 

.     Middlesex . 

153  Hyde. 

1666.  Sii-  Henry  Chester,  K.B. 

.     Beds 

158  Mico,  C. 

1670.  Thomas  Chester 

.     London 

IIG  Penn,  B. 

1671.  Catherine  Chester     . 

.     Northampton      . 

46  Duke,  C. 

Six-  Edward  Chester  . 

.     Herts         .         . 

58  Duke,  H. 

1672.  Thomas  Chester 

.     (Mariner)  .         . 

119  Eure. 

1676.  Edward  Chester,  Esq. 

.     Herts 

110  Bence,  H. 

1678.  Robert  Chester 

.     (Mariner)  . 

1679.  John  Chester    . 

.     Middlesex . 

114  King. 

1686.  Peyton  Chester,  Esq. 

.     Bucks 

127  Lloyd,  C. 

1687.  Thomas  Chester,  Esq. 

.     Gloucestershire . 

37  Foot,  A. 

Dame  Mary  Chester  . 

169  Foot,  C. 

1692.  DameMaiyChester.als.Lod 

mgton     Middlesex . 

164  Fane,  0. 

1695.  William  Chester 

.     Dunstable  . 

171  Irby. 

1696.  Benjamin  Chester     . 

.     Dunstable . 

7  Bond. 

Henry  Chester . 

.     MidcUesex . 

63  Bond. 

1698.  Henry  Chester  . 

.     Somerset   . 

226  Lort. 

1701.  Thomas  Chester 

Dec. 

1703.  Thomas  Chester 

'.         '.     Paris 

183  Degg. 

1704.  Edward  Chester 

5  Ash. 

WOliam  Chester  sen. 

'.     Parts 

59  Ash,  C. 

WOliam  Chester  jun. 

.     Parts 

59  Ash,  C. 

Maiy  Chester    . 

.     Middlesex. 

May. 

1707.  Thomas  Chester 

.     Parts 

57  Poley. 

1708.  Edward  Chester 

.     Beds 

Francis  Chester 

.     Parts 

March. 

1716.  Gamaliel  Chester       . 

.     Essex 

May,  H. 

1718.  Edward  Chester 

.     Herts 

May,  H. 

1721.  Mary  Chester    . 

.     Essex 

March,  H. 

Thomas  Chester 

.     Wilts 

Sept. 

1725.  Elizabeth  Chester      . 

.     Beds 

May. 

1727.  Anne  Chester    . 

.     Essex 

Jan.,  H. 

John  Chester     . 

.     Kent 

July. 

Hem-y  Chester  . 

.     Surrey 

July,  H. 

17.30.  Samuel  Chester 

.     London 

Feb. 

1731.  Robert  Chester,  Esq. 

.     Herts 

July,  H. 

Anthony  Chester 

.     Gloucester 

Nov. 

1733.  EUzabeth  Chester      . 

.     Leicestershire 

Jan.,  C. 

Robert  Chester 

.     Herts 

Feb.,  H. 

1734.  Thomas  Chester 

.     Somerset  . 

June. 

1736.  Jane  Chester     . 

.     Herts 

July,  H. 

1738.  Mai7  Chester    . 

.     London      . 

Nov. 

1739.  Robert  Chester 

,      Surrey 

Aug.,  H. 

1743.  John  Chester     . 

.     MidiUesex . 

Feb. 

1743.  Mary  Chester    . 

.     Essex         . 

Aug. 

1744.  Richard  Chester 

.     Surrey        . 

Nov. 

1745.  Edward  Chester,  Esq. 

.     Parts 

April,  H. 
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1746.  William  Chester 

.     Parts 

.     Apiil. 

1748.  Mary  Chester    . 

.     Esses 

.     Oct. 

1749.  Dame  Frances  Chester 

.     Middlesex 

.     Aug.,  0 

John  Chester     . 

.     London 

.     Sept. 

1751.  John  Chester     . 

.     Middlesex 

.     Jan.,  C. 

1752.  Dame  Frances  Chester 

.     Derby 

.     Jan.,  C. 

John  Chester     . 

.     Middlesex 

.     March,  C. 

William  Chester 

.     Parts 

.     Nov. 

Mary  Chester    . 

.     Surrey 

.     Dec. 

1754.  John  Chester     . 

.     Sun-ey 

.     April. 

1755.    Sir  Charles  Bagot  Chester 

Bart. 

C. 

1756.  Mary  Chester    . 

.     Middlesex 

.     April. 

1757.  Peter  Chester,  Esq.   . 

.     Middlesex 

.     July,  H. 

Samuel  Chester 

.     MidiUesex 

.     Sept. 

1758.  Francis  Chester 

.     Middlesex 

.     Jan.,  C. 

Sarah  Chester  . 

.     Herts 

.     March. 

1759.  Catharine  Chester      . 

.     Herts 

.     May. 

Rev.  John  Chester     . 

.     Somerset 

.     June. 

1760.  John  Chester     . 

.     Middlesex 

.     Oct.,C. 

Richard  Chester,  Esq. 

.     Warwickshii'e     .     Sept.,  A. 

ADMINISTRATIONS  OF  CHESTER  IN  THE  PREROGATIVE  OFFICE  OF  CANTERBURY 
BEFORE  1760. 


1563.  John  Chester     . 

.     London 

3  Sept.,  C. 

1574.  Sir  Robert  Chester,  Kt. 

.     Royston     . 

25  Nov.,  H. 

Dominick  Chester     . 

.     Bristol       . 

8  Sept.,  B. 

1581.  Edward  Chester 

.     Bristol 

25  Feb.,  B. 

1594.  James  Chester . 

,     Loudon      . 

2  Oct. 

1595.  Sir  William  Chester,  Kt 

.     London      . 

13  May,  C. 

1600.  Thomas  Chester 

.     Bristol       . 

11  July,  B. 

1602.  Richard  Chester 

.     Kent 

23  Feb. 

1603.  Sir  William  Chester,  Kt 

.    .         .     London      . 

27  Oct.,  C. 

1604.  John  Chester    . 

.     Loudon      . 

16  Jan.,  C. 

Dominic  Chester 

.     Bristol       . 

23  Oct.,  B. 

1609.  John  Chester    . 

.     Essex 

23  March. 

1614.  Charles  Chester 

.     London      . 

11  July. 

1632.  William  Chester 

.     Herts 

20  Oct. 

1638.  Jane  Chester    . 

.     London      . 

9  Nov. 

Judith  Chester,  als.  Tho 

rnton     .     London      . 

9  June,  0. 

1647.  John  Chester    . 

.     Parts 

21  July. 

1655.  Mary  Chester    . 

.     London      . 

29  June. 

1657.  Robert  Chester 

.     Chippenham 

7  March. 

1658.  Thomas  Chester 

.     CO.  Glouc. 

10  Sept.,  A. 

Thomas  Chester 

.     London      . 

80  Jan. 

1659.  Thomas  Chester 

.     Middlesex . 

3  Feb. 

Thomas  Chester 

.     CO.  Glouc. 

17  Feb.,  A. 

1660.  Jane  Chester    . 

.     London 

27  July,  B. 

Henry  Chester . 

.     CO.  Somerset 

14  Sept. 

16G9.  John  Chester    . 

.     CO.  Northampton 

1676.  Thomas  Chester 

.     Loudon      . 

11  Oct°.','B!" 

1677.  Thomas  Chester 

.     Loudon      . 

9  July,  B. 

1678.  Anthony  Chester       . 

.     Cheltenham 

26  Jan. 

1682.  Thomas  Chester 

.     Loudou      . 

6  Nov.,  B. 

1683.  Theodore  Chester      . 

.      Argiers      . 

16  Jan.,  H. 

1691.  George  Chester 

.     Kent 

8  Oct. 

1693.  Anne  Chester    . 

.     Loudon      . 

23  Feb.,  H. 

1696.  Samuel  Chester 

.     (Mariner)   . 

23  March. 
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1699.  Dorothy  Chester 

CornwaU 

.     12  July,  C. 

1701.  Heseltiue  Chester      . 

Essex 

.     Nov.,H. 

1705.  Mary  Chester,  als.  Farrcr  . 

Herts 

.     May,  H. 

1714.  Jane  Chester     . 

Cods 

.     May. 

1717.  Jane  Chester    . 

London 

■     Aug. 

1719.  Thomas  Chester 

Wilts 

.     Nov. 

1721.  Robert  Chester . 

Herts 

.     Dec,  H. 

1725.  Elizabeth  Chester      . 

Dunstable 

.     May. 

1726.  Grauado  Chester 

Middlesex 

.     June,  H. 

1727.  Lady  Elizabeth  Cann,  als.  Chcste 

June,  A. 

1728.  WUUam  Chester 

Middlesex 

•     Aug. 

Dr.  Peter  Chester      . 

.     Aug.,  H. 

Sasauna  Chester,  als.  Smith 

Kent . 

.     June. 

1729.  St.  John  Astry  Chester       . 

Oxford 

.     Nov.,  A. 

Robert  Chester  . 

Herts 

.     H. 

Edward  Chester 

Herts 

.     April,  H. 

Mary  Chester    . 

Essex 

.     Feb.,  H. 

1734.  Thomas  Chester 

Middlesex 

.     April. 

1737.  Thomas  Chester 

MidiUesex 

.     Sept.,  C. 

1710.  Anne  Lee,  als.  Chester       . 

Middlesex 

.     Jan.,  C. 

1742.  Theodora  Chester      . 

Essex 

.     Feb.,  H. 

1743.  Thomas  Chester 

Middlesex 

.     AprU. 

1746.  John  Chester    . 

.     July. 

1748.  Mary  Chester    . 

Essex 

.     June,  H. 

Mary  Carbery,  als.  Chester 

Ireland 

.     Dec. 

Sir  John  Chester,  Bart.      . 

Bucks 

.     C. 

1749.  Theodosia  Chester     . 

Essex 

.     May,  H. 

1752.  Anthony  Chester 

Parts 

.     Noy.,C. 

William  Chester 

Parts 

.     Nov. 

1753.  Theodosia  Chester     . 

Essex 

.     May,  H. 

Thomas  Chester 

Surrey 

.     May. 

Henry  Chester  . 

SuiTey 

.     May. 

1754.  John  Chester     . 

Surrey 

.     April. 

1755.  Thomas  Chester 

Parts 

.     Jan. 

1757.  Granado  Chester 

Loudon 

.     Jan.,  H. 

John  Chester    . 

Parts 

.     May. 

1758.  Nathaniel  Chester      . 

Gloucester 

.     April. 

1759.  Edmond  Chester 

Middlesex 

.     March. 

Thomas  Chester 

Parts 

.     Aprn. 

Ill 


The  Wills  and  Administrations  markoil  A  and  B  are  all  printed  in  this  volume. 
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WILLS  AND  ADMINISTRATIONS  OF  ASTRY  IN  C.P.C.  BEFORE  1708. 

1494.  SirEalphAstry,Kt.,  of  London.  (19  Vox.) 

1.501.  Ralph  Astry  of  London.  (3  Blamyi-.) 

1.502.  William  Astry  of  London.  (14  Blamyi-.) 

1518.  Thomas  Astry  of  Hitchin,  Herts.  (10  Ayloffe.) 

1523.  Lady  Margaret  Astry  of  London.   (25  Bodfeld.) 

1584.  Ralph  Astry  of  Harliugton,  Beds.  (9  Brudenell.) 

1586.  Edward  Astry  of  Stoke  Goldiugton,  Bucks.  (63  Windsor.) 

1598.  Ralph  Astry  of  Harlington,  Beds.  (5  Kidd.) 

1615.  William  Astry  of  London  and  Bucks.   (96  Rudd.) 

1630.  Sir-  Henry  Astry  of  Harlington,  Beds.  (58  Scroope.) 

1631.  John  Astry  of  Shelton,  Beds.  (7  St.  John.) 
1633.  Thomas  Astry  of  Toseland,  Hunts,  Admon. 
1633.  John  Astry  of  London.  (36  Russell.) 

1654.  Ralph  Astry  of  Little  Milton,  Oxon.  (425  Alchiu.) 

1655.  Martha  Astry  of  Toseland,  Hunts.   (50  Berkeley.) 

1658.  William  Astry  of  Hushorne  Crawley,  Beds.  (36  Wootton. ) 

1659.  Francis  Astry  of  Harlington,  Beds.  (350  Pell.) 

1660.  St.  John  Astry  of  Holywell,  Hunts.  (159  Nahh.) 
1664.  Dorothy  Astry  of  Harlington,  Beds.  (46  Bruce.) 
1679.  James  Astry  of  London.  (1  King.) 

1682.  Diana  Astry  of  London.  (67  Cottle.) 

1702.  Eohert  Astry  of  London.   (19  Degg.) 

1704.  Sir  Samuel  Astry,  Kt.,  of  Henhury,  co.  Glouc.  (175  Ash.) 

1707.  Luke  Astry  of  Lincoln's-inu.  (125  Barrett.) 

1766.  Francis  Astry,  D.D.,  of  Harlington,  Beds.   (395  TyndaU.) 

Full  abstracts  of  all  these  Wills  and  Administrations  are  printed  in  this  volume,  with  the  exception  of 
the  two  which  are  printed  below  : 

William  Astbby  of  Husbobne  Ceawlet,  Beds,  Yeoman.    Will  dated  7th  Nov.  1G57. 

To  be  buried  in  Husborne  Churchyard. 

My  wife  Martha  to  sell  the  house  and  close  where  Henry  Syers  als.  Sadler  dwells,  and  which  were 
bought  of  Thomas  Smith,  doctor,  late  of  Husborne  Crawley,  deceased. 

To  my  eldest  sou  Robert  Astrey  the  house  wherein  I  now  dwell  after  the  death  of  my  wife,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  pays  to  my  daughters  Mary  and  Martha,  and  to  my  sou  William,  £10  each.  My  wife  to  be 
my  executrix,  and  my  brother  Thomas  Peerce  of  Little  Linford,  Bucks,  and  Edmond  Green  of  Hus- 
borne Crawley  to  be  overseers  of  my  Will. 

Witnesses  :  Thomas  Green,  Thomas  Peerce,  Thomas  Sam. 

Will  proved  in  C.P.C.  on  21st  Jan.  1658-9.     [36  Wootton.] 

EoBEET  AsTEY  OF  THE  PAr.iSH  S.  Maetin's  in-the-Fields,  Gent.     Will  dated  17th  March  1698. 

To  the  three  children  of  Mr.  WiUiam  Astrey  of  Little  Milton,  Oxon,  £100 ;  and  to  Hugh,  John,  and 
Thomas  Eustace,  sons  of  Hugh  Eustace  of  Little  Milton  the  like  sum  of  £100,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  their  respective  fathers. 

To  the  fonr  children  of  Mr.  Francis  Astrey,  late  of  Oxford,  mercer,  deceased,  £100. 

To  the  three  children  of  Thomas  Snrban,  late  bf  Oxford,  mercer,  £100,  to  be  paid  to  their  said 
father. 

To  John  Kctchlowe,  who  was  body  coachman  to  the  late  Queen  Mary,  £40. 

To  Guy  Stone  of  S.  Martin's-in-Fields,  sword-ciitler,  £40. 

To  Samuel  Oilman,  son  of  Samuel  Oilman  of  Windsor,  Berks,  apothecary,  £40,  on  condition  that 
Samuel  the  father  comes  to  my  bnryal. 

To  Edmund  Ball,  son  of  Laurence  Ball,  who  was  sargcant  of  the  bakehouse  to  the  late  King 
Charles  II.,  £20. 

To  Richard  Woodnoth,  gentleman  server  to  hia  gi-aco  the  present  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  £10. 

To  '  Captain  Ffield,  Master  Cooke'  to  the  said  Archbishop,  £10. 

To  Mr.  Paul  Collins,  in  whose  (sic)  I  lodge,  £18. 
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To  Samuel  Jeremy,  son  of  Mr.  Jeremy,  embroiJcr  at  the  Twisted  Posts  in  Long  Acre,  £20. 

To  William  Perks,  living  near  Hungerford  Market  in  the  Strand,  £10. 

All  my  books  and  £15  to  John  Hammond,  uuder-housekeeper  of  his  Majesty's  house  at  Kensington. 

The  said  John  Ketchlowe  and  Guy  Stone  to  he  my  executors  and  residuary  legatees. 

To  Lieutenant  William  Rose  aU  the  moneys  due  to  mo  by  a  bond  from  him. 

Witnesses  :  William  Sharpe,  Edward  Violet,  Anthony  Blount,  Benjamin  Wilcoct. 

Will  proved  8th  February  1702-3  in  P.C.C.  by  John  Ketchlowe  and  Guy  Stone.      [Dcgg  li).] 


Will  of  Sir  Maubice  Dennys,  Kt.,  the  grand-uncle  of  William  Chester's  wife,  and  the  former  owner  of 
the  Hundred  and  Manor  of  Barton  Regis.    {See  p.  30.) 

Siu  Maurice  Dennys  of  London,  Kt.     Will  dated  '20th  Oct.  1562. 

To  my  wife  Elizabeth,  all  my  plate,  jewels,  and  household  stuff;  also  all  my  manors  in  Kent,  with 
my  manor  of  Barton  Regis  in  Gloucestershire,  and  the  Hundred  of  King's  Barton  in  the  same  county  ; 
and  also  my  manor  of  Olveston  in  Gloucestershire  ;  to  the  intent  that  she  shall,  '  withiu  ....  years  after 
my  death,  bargain  and  sell  the  same  to  the  most  benefit  and  profit,'  in  order  to  provide  for  the  payments 
of  my  debts. 

Whereas  I  have,  by  deed  dated  1st  Feb.,  in  the  second  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  mortgaged  to  Rowland 
Haward,  Alderman  of  London,  and  to  Francis  Bower,  Citizen  and  Grocer,  my  manor  of  Siston  in  Glouces- 
tershire, for  the  sum  of  £2200,  I  direct  that  the  mortgage  debt  be  paid  off  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
manors  hereinbefore  ordered  to  be  sold ;  and  I  devise  the  said  manor  of  Siston,  together  with  my  manor 
of  Pucklechurch  in  Gloucestershire,  to  my  wife  Dame  Elizabeth  for  life,  and  after  her  death  to  my 
nephew,  Richard  Dennys,  Estx.,  in  tail  male,  with  remainder  to  my  brother,  Sii-  Walter  Dennys,  Kt.,  and 
to  his  heirs  for  ever. 

To  my  nephew,  Francis  Deunys  of  the  Temple,  an  annuity  of  £16  a  year  out  of  the  rents  of  my 
estate  at  Pucklechurch. 

To  my  wife  Dame  Elizabeth  and  her  heirs,  my  mansion,  garden,  and  premises  that  I  now  occupy  in 
St.  Jones-lane  for  her  life,  and  my  other  messuages  and  tenements  in  St.  Jones-street  and  in  St.  Jones- 
lane,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

To  Audrey  Dennys,  towards  her  man'iage,  200  marks,  to  be  paid  to  her  by  my  said  wife  within  three 
years  after  my  death. 

To  my  sister,  Mary  Dennys,  an  annuity  of  £10  a  year  for  her  life. 

My  said  wife  to  he  my  sole  executrix. 

Witnesses:  Richard  Deunys  ;  John  Bowhtoff,  Sergeant-at-Law  ;  Francis  Dennys ;  Thomas  Walker. 

Will  proved  in  C.P.C.  DthFeb.  1562-3. 
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INQUISITIONES  POST  MORTEM. 

1559  (2  Eliz.).  29  Dec,  William  Chestee,  Alderman  of  Bristol,  died  4  Sept.  1558,  seised  of 

lauds  in  Rodford,  in  the  imrish  of  Westerley,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester.  James 
Chester,  his  eon  and  heir,  was  aged  30  and  upwards.   {Sec  p.  9.) 

1560  (3  Eliz.).  27  Sept.,  taken  at  Cirencester.    James  Chester,  merchant  of  Bristol,  died 

15  April  1560,  seised  of  lands  in  Rodford.  Edward  Chester,  his  son  and  heir,  was 
aged  16  and  upwards,  {See  p.  14.) 

1604  (2  James  I.).  26  Sept.,  taken  at  Bristol.  Edwakd  Chester,  merchant  of  Bristol,  died 
12  Feb.  1581-2,  seised  of  lands  in  Rodford,  &c.  James  Chester,  his  son  and  heir, 
was  aged  31  years  and  14  days  at  the  date  of  the  inquest.  {See  p.  16.) 

1607  (5  James  I.).  16  Dec,  taken  at  Chipping  Sodbury,  co.  Gloucester.  William  Chester, 
Esq.,  died  13  Oct.  1607,  seised  of  the  manors  of  Almondsbury  and  Barton  Regis,  of 
the  Hundred  and  Liberty  of  Barton  Regis,  and  of  lands  in  Kingswood  and  Oulston. 
Thomas  Chester,  his  son  and  heir,  was  aged  20  years  1  month  and  23  days  at  the 
date  of  his  father's  death  ;  and  Catherine,  widow  of  the  deceased,  is  alive  and  well 
(valet)  at  Almondsbury.  {See  p.  34.) 

1495.  Oct.  12,  Sir  EALrH  Astry,  Kt.,  Alderman  of  London,  Kent  (10  Hen.  VII.  No.  90  Chan- 
cery) ;   Kent  and  Middlesex  (10-11  Hen.  VII.  No.  7  Exchequer).     William  Astry,  his 

son  and  heir,  was  aged  23  and  upwards  at  the  date  of  the  inquest.  {See  p.  54.) 
1524.  Nov.  3,  Sir  Ralph  Astry,  Kt.,  after  the  death  of  Dame  Margei-y  Astry,  his  widow,  Kent 

(16  Hen.  VIII.  No.  165  Chancery).     William  Astry,  sou  and  heir  of  Thomas,  brother 

and  heir  of  William  and  Ralph,  sons  of  Sir  Ralph,  was  21  years  old  and  upwards  at 

the  date  of  the  inquest.   {See  p.  59.) 
1543.  May  2,  William  Astrt,  of  Stoke  Golding,  Bucks,  Gent.,  Kent.  (35  Hen.  VIII.  No.  80 

Chancei-y,  and  Court  of  Wards,  vol.  i.  p.  36).     He  died  2  June  1542,  when  his  son 

and  heii-,  Thomas  Astry,  was  14  years  old  and  upwards.   {See  p.  66  ) 
1561.  Dec  1,  Alice  Astrt,  wife  of  Ralph  Astry,  Esq  ,  Beds  (Court  of  Wards,  vol  viii.  fo.  5). 

She  died  on  2  March  1560-1,  and  her  son  and  heir,  George  Rotherham,  was  20  years 

old  on  the  feast  of  St.  Matthias  the  Apostle  last  past.   {See  p.  71.) 
1598.  Dec.  7,  Ralph  Astry,  Esq.,  Beds  (41  Eliz.  Part  I.   No.  31  Chancery).     He  died  on 

7  Aug.  1598,  when  his  son  and  heir,  Henry  Astry,  was  21  years  and  5  months  old. 

{Seep.75.) 
1601.  Proof  of  his  majority  by  Henky  Astry,  Gent.,  Beds  (Probationee  retatie,  42  Eliz.  No.  0). 

He  was  born  in  his  gi'andfather's  house  at  Harlington  Woodend  on  24  Feb.  1576-7. 

{See  p.  76.) 
1630.  Oct.  4,  Sir  Henry  Astry,  Kt.,  Beds  (6  Car.  I.  No.  167,  and  Court  of  Wards,  1630, 

Bundle  48).     He  died  on  25  April  1630,  when  his  son  and  heir,  William  Astry,  was 

15  years  old.  {See  p.  77.) 
1632.  Nov.  20,  William  Astry,  Esq.,  Beds  (Coles'  Escheats,  Harleian  MS.  758,  fo.  141).     He 

died  on  24  Sept.  1632,  and  his  brother  and  heir,  Francis  Astry,  wag  13  years  1 1  months 

and  24  days  old  at  the  date  of  the  inquest.  {See  p.  79.) 
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Administration,  Letters  of,  110-112. 

AsTRY,  Anne  (1621-2),  75;  Barbara  (1G18-9), 
78;  Dame  Elizabeth,  ala.  Morse  (1709),  88; 
James  ( 171C) ,  82 ;  Lulte  (1708) ,  87 ;  Sir  Samuel 
(1709),  88. 
Chestek,  Dominicli  (1575),  12;  (1604),  16-17; 
Edward  (1580-1),  10;  EUzabeth  Lady  Caun 
(1727),  92;  James  Chester  (1591),  18;  Jane 
Mylne  (1660),  27;  Thomas  (1599),  18  ;  Thomas 
II.  of  Knole  (1658),  35 ;  Thomas  (1682),  29. 
Gell,  Kobert,  D.D.  (1668),  26  note. 

Aitchison,  Lieut.-Colonel  William,  99. 

Allen,  Elizabeth,  19. 

All  Hallows  Church,  61. 

AUhaUows,  Kent,  54,  57,  and  note,  63,  71,  75. 

Almondsbury,  Manor  of,  5,  31,  84,  36,  39,  47,  93. 

Alveston,  31,  34. 

Anderson,  Sir  Richard,  Kt.,  78;  Robert,  73,  78. 

Andrews,  John,  of  Cardiff,  19 ;  Thomas,  75. 

Arms  : 

Astry,  52,  64,  73,  90,  99. 

Brandon,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  99. 

Cann,  Barts.,  99. 

Chester  of  Bristol,  Barton  Regis,  Almondsbury, 

and  London,  2,  5,  18,  20,  25,  41,  99. 
Chester  of  Chicheley,  1. 
Chester  of  Hertfordshire  and  Blaby,  2. 
Chester  of  Leigh,  2. 
Dennys,  33. 
Egerton,  94  note,  99. 
Master  of  Cii'encester,  99. 
Percival,  34. 
Roberts,  12. 

Royal  Arms,  94  note,  99. 
Stanley  Earl  of  Derby,  99. 

Astry  of  Harlington  Woodcnd:  arms,  73;  pedi- 
gree, 72-3  :  Alice,  71,  73,  74  ;  Anne,  dau.  of  Sir 
Henry,  70,  73,  77,  79  ;  Anne,  dau.  of  Sir  James, 
81,  87  ;  Anne,  dau.  of  Ralph  I.,  71,  73,  74  ;  Anne, 
dau.  of  Ralph  II.,  71,  72,  75  ;  Barbara,  73,  77, 
79 ;  Charlotte,  73,  81 ;  Dormer,  72,  79  ;  Doro- 
thy, 72,  79,  80;  Elizabeth,  73,  81;  Francis, 
50,  72,  77,  79,  80;  Rev.  Francis,  D.D.,  50, 
72,  81,  82,  87  and  7wte :  Frances,  dau.  of 
Ralph  1.,  71,  74 ;  George,  50,  71,  73,  75,  83,  86, 
90;  Heni'ietta,  73,  81,  87;  Rev.  Henry,  72,  77, 


78;  Sir  Heni-y,  50,  51,  70,  72,  75,  78;  Sir 
James,  50,51,  72,  79-81,  85,  87  ;  his  son  James, 
50,  72,  81,  82,  87  ;  Maiy,  dau.  of  Sir-  Henry,  73, 
77,  78;  Mary,  dau.  of  Sir-  James,  72,  79,80; 
Mary,  dau.  of  Ralph  I.,  72,  74 ;  Mary,  dau.  of 
Ralph  IL,  71,  72,  76;  Penyston,  72,  81,  87; 
Ralph  I.,  50,  59,  GO,  65,  67,  70  note,  71,  72,  74 ; 
Ralph  II.,  50,  71,  72,  74-5,  90  ;  Ralph,  of  Little 
Milton  {see  beloio) ;  William,  50,  72,  77,  79 ; 
William,  son  of  Rev.  Henry,  72,  78. 
Astry  of  Eaton  Socon  and  Henbuiy:  ai-ms,  91; 
pedigree,  90-1  :  Anne,  37-8,  40,  50-1,  88-9, 
91-2;  Ai-abella,  37,  50,  88-9,  91;  Diana, 
37,  50,  88-9,  91;  EUzabeth,  37,  50,  88,  90; 
George  of  Eaton  Socon,  50,  71,  73-5,  83,  86, 
90  ;  Grace,  86,  91  ;  James  of  St.  Helen's, 
Bishopsgate,  70,  79,  80  note,  81,  83,  86,  91 ; 
James,  son  of  Ralph  of  Braytoft,  86,  91  ;  his 
sou  James,  85-7, 91 ;  Jane,  86, 90;  John,  83-4,  86, 
90  ;  Judith,  86,  91 ;  Luke  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  50, 

83,  84,  86,  87,  90  ;  his  son  Luke,  50,  82,  87,  90 ; 
Luke,  son  of  Sh-  Samuel,  88,  90;  Mary  I.,  dau. 
of  George,  86,  91  ;  Mary  II. ,  dan.  of  Geoi-ge, 
86,  90;  Ralph,  86,  91;  Robert,  86,  91;  St. 
John,  son  of  George,  84,  87,  90,  his  wife  Judith, 

84,  90 ;  St.  John,  son  of  Sir  Samuel,  37,  50,  82, 
87-90;  Sir  Samuel.  37,  40,  50,  71,  74,  82,  86, 
88,  90. 

Astry  of  Herts,  London,  Kent,  and  Bucks :  arms, 
52,  04 ;  pedigi-ee,  50,  64-5  :  Henry  of  Hitchiu 
and  his  wife  Ide,  50,  57,  65  ;  Henry,  son  of  Sh- 
Ralph,  53, 54,  57,  62, 65,  67  ;  John,  son  of  Thos.  of 
Hitchin,  59,  64,  67  ;  Sir  Ralph,  Kt.,  50-9,  61,  63, 
65  ;  his  son  Ralph,  54,  57,  59,  61,  64  ;  Ralph  of 
Harlington  (see  above) ;  Thomas  of  Hitchin,  50, 
54,  57,  59,  61,  63,  64,  67  ;  Thomas  of  Stoke  Gold- 
ington,  50,  65,  67  ;  Thomas,  son  of  WUliam  of 
Stoke  Goldington,  50,  64,  66-7  ;  William,  son 
of  Sir  Ralph,  50,  54,  57,  59,  62-3,  64  ;  his  wife 
Elizabeth,  62  ;  Thomas  and  Pi-ancis,  his  sons, 
and  Elizabeth  his  dau.,  63 ;  William  of  Stoke 
Goldington,  50,  59,  64,  66-7  ;  his  wife  EUza- 
beth, 04,  66  ;  —  dan.  of  Thos.  of  Hitchin,  wife 
of  Payre,  65. 

Astry  of  Huntingdon :  pedigree,  70 :  Dorothy, 
09  ;  Edward,  67-9,  71  note,  74  ;  EUzabeth,  dan. 
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of  Eicharil  of  St.  Mary,  Huntingdon,  70,  78,  87 
note;  Elizabeth,  dan.  of  Tlios.  of  Somersham, 
69,  and  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Thos.  of  Toeeland, 
69,  70  ;  Frances,  G9  ;  Jane,  69  ;  Joan,  69  ;  John 
and  his  wife  Anne  and  son  John,  69  ;  Mary, 
dau.  of  Richard  of  St.  Mary,  Huntingdon,  70 ; 
Mary,  dan.  of  Thos.  of  Somersham,  69  ;  Ralph, 
69 ;  Richard,  69,  70  and  vote,  73,  78  note,  87 
note  ;  Robert,  68  ;  Thomas  of  Toseland  and  his 
wife  Martha,  69,  70  ;  Thomas,  son  of  Richard  of 
St.  Mary,  Huntingdon,  70 ;  Thomas,  eon  of 
John,  69 ;  William  of  Wavendon,  67-8,  71  and 
note ;  William,  son  of  John,  69 ;  William  of 
Husborne  Crawley  and  his  children,  Robert, 
William,  Mary,  and  Martha,  68,  112. 

Astiy  of  Little  Milton  :  pedigree,  77  :  Francis, 
eon  of  Ralph,  70,  77  ;  Francis  II.,  his  wife 
EUzabeth,  77  ;  Rev.  Francis,  77,  87  and  note  : 
Francis,  son  of  William,  77,  82  ;  Henry,  76-7  ; 
Michael,  76,  77  ;  Miliceut,  70  ;  Ralph  I.,  50, 
71,  72,  75,  77  ;  Ralph  II.,  76,  77  ;  Robert,  son 
of  Francis,  77  ;  Robert,  son  of  William,  77,  82, 
112  ;  WOliam,  son  of  Francis  and  his  wife  Jane, 
77  ;  WOliam,  son  of  Ralph,  76,  77  ;  William,  son 
of  William,  76,  77,  82,  87,  and  note. 

Authorities  and  Proofs,  100-2. 

AwngUl,  Sir  John,  56. 

Ayde,  Ship  of  Martin  Frobishcr,  31. 

Backhouse,  Anne  and  Samuel,  20,  35,  40. 

Baker,  Ralph,  36  ;  Thomas,  7  ;  WilUam,  36. 

Balard,  Sir  Thomas,  CO,  61. 

Barlynch  Priory,  56. 

Barton  Regis,  Hundi-ed  and  Manor  of,  30,  34,  36, 

39,  93. 
Bathurst,  Benjamin,  and  his  daughter,  39. 
Baunton,  93,  97. 
Baynton,  John,  6. 
Bearstede,  Kent,  57. 
Bee,  Diana,  70,  79,  85,  91 ;  Edward,  85,  91  ;  his 

great-grandson,  86  ;  Judith,  84-6. 
Bee,  als.  Tattle,  Edward,  86  ;  Robert  and  Thomas, 

85. 
Beech,  Andrew,  27. 
Benyngton,  John,  55. 
Berkeley,  Hun.  George  Cranfield,   46  ;  Lords,   33  ; 

Norbornc,  44  ;  Sir-  Richard,  Kt.,  33  and  note. 
Bertie,  Rev.  Mr.  and  his  wife,  83. 
Blount,  Bridget,  20,   24;  John  of  Barton  Regis, 

20,  22,  24 ;  John  of  Eldersfield,  22  ;  Thomas,  21. 
BoUand,  Fanny  and  Sir  William,  Kt.,  97. 
Bolton,  Robert,  6  note. 
Botetourt,  Lord,  33  note. 
Boteler,  Heniy,  67. 
Bower,  Francis,  30. 
Brasses,  Monumental ;  Richard  Chester,  3  ;  Thomas 

and  Margaret  Rowley,  0. 
Brandon,  Lady  Eleaner,  94  note,  95. 
Breane,  Manor  of,  92,  93. 
Brett,  Jauc  and  John,  69, 


Bretton,  John,  D.D.,  54,  56  note,  58. 
Bridgewater,  Earls  of,  94,  95. 
Brimsham,  Manor  of,  37,  47,  93. 
Brislington,  Manor  of,  92-93. 
Bristol,  Almshouses,  8,  9  note,  10,  14,  32  ;  Bowl- 
ing Alley,  10,  15  ;  Broad  Mead,  8,  20-2  ;  Bride- 
well, 32 ;  Colston's  School  and  Hospital,  30  ; 
Disturbances  in,  May  (1549),  9;  Downs,  32; 
Greenlanders  at,  31  ;  Highways,  9  note  ;  King- 
street,  10  ;  Eingswood  Chaoe,  30  ;  Kingswood, 
Lordship  of,  39  ;  Lafford's-gate,  27 ;  Lewen's 
Meade,  14;  Marsh  Gate,  22  ;  Plague  in  (1575), 
12,  32  ;  Pucklechnrch  Park,  15  ;  Ratcliff  Temple, 
33  ;  St.  James's  Back,  8-10,  32  ;  St.  Leonard's 
Gate,  14 ;  St.  Paul's  Gate,  14  ;  St.  Thomas 
Pipe,  9  note  ;  St.  Thomas-street,  14  ;  Sermon 
on  New  Year's  Day  in  St.  James's  Church,  21 ; 
taken  by  Prince  Rupert  (1643),  and  retaken  by 
Parliamentary  forces  (1645),  35  ;  Tucker's  Com- 
pany and  Hall,  14  note  :  Wynch-street,  6.  See 
also  Churches  and  Friars. 

Broke,  Sir  Richard  and  his  wife,  60. 

Bromley,  pedigree,  48-9  ;  Anne,  49  ;  Bridget,  Clo- 
bery,  and  Dorothy,  48  ;  Rev.  Francis,  D.D.,  46, 
49  ;  his  sister  Elizabeth  and  daughter  Elizabeth, 
49  ;  Frances,  48  ;  Lucy,  44,  45,  48  ;  Lucy,  wife 
of  C.  Pri  e,  45,  48  ;  her  sister  Mary,  48  ;  Mary, 
49  ;  Thomas,  son  of  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Bromley,  48  ; 
his  nephew  Thomas,  48;  Et.  Hon.  William, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  Secretiiry 
of  State,  43,  48 ;  William,  M.P.  for  Fowev,  17, 
41,  43,  45,  48;  William  of  Holt,  48;  William 
Throckmorton,  44,  48. 

Brown,  Hugh,  Mayor  of  Bristol,  16,  21  7wte,  27  ; 
Rev.  Mr.,  26  tiote ;  William,  5,  16,  21  note. 

Browne,  Edmund,  56  ;  Ide  and  her  childi'en,  50  ; 
Master  Walter,  B.D.,  56. 

Bruges,  Sir  Giles,  31. 

Bryssing,  Manor  of,  54  note,  57,  66. 

Buckworth,  John,  85-6. 

Bugby,  William,  63. 

Burgis,  Humfry,  74,  75. 

Burke,  Edmund  and  Theobald,  45. 

Burnell,  Thomas,  36,  37,  40. 

Bury,  Humphrey  and  Jaue,  71. 

Byssc,  John,  and  Johane  the  younger,  11. 

Calendars  of  Wills  and  Administrations  of  Chester, 

108-111;  of  Astry,  112. 
CalTerly,  Alice,  61. 
Cann,  Elizabeth  Chester,  Lady,   39,  40,  42,  44, 

92-4  :  Sir-  WilUam,  17,  40,  92,  93. 
Canning,  William,  4. 
Caplin,  John,  M.P.,   20,   33  note,  40;    Nicholas, 

M.P.,  33  note. 
Carteret,  Lord,  93,  94. 
Cave,  Judith,  2. 
Chace,  Mr.,  82. 
Chambcrleyn,  Katryne,  55. 
Chaudos,  Lord,  31, 
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Chapman,  Henry,  69. 

Cliarletou,  George  Berney,  98. 

Cbeilwortb,  John  Grubham  Howe,  Lord,  43. 

Chester  of  AlmondBbury  and  Knowle,  30-49 ; 
arms,  2,  41  ;  pedigree,  40,41 ;  Alice,  20,  84,  40; 
Anue,  dau.  of  Thos.  I.,  20,  32-3,  40  ;  Anne,  dan. 
of  Thos.  II.,  20,  35,  40  ;  Anne,  dau.  of  Thos.  III., 
86-7,  41 ;  Anne  I.,  Anne  II.,  daughters  of  Thos. 
IV.,  38,  41 ;  Bridget,  36-7,40  ;  Charles,  38,41 ; 
Dominiek,  35,  41-2  ;  Edward,  20,  33,  40  ;  Eliza- 
beth, dau.  of  Thos.  II.,  20,  35,  40  ;  Elizabeth, 
dau.  of  Thos.  III.,  36-7,  40 ;  Elizabeth,  Lady 
Cann,  38-40,  48,  92;  Elizabeth  Lucy,  Mrs. 
Bromley  Chester,  17,  38-9,  41-7,  49,  92-3,  96 ; 
George,  35, 41-2  ;  Katharine,  sister  of  Thos.  II., 

20,  34,  41  ;  Katharine,  dau.  of  Thos.  III.,  36-7, 
41  ;  Richard  Howe,  17,  38,  41,  43-4,  46,  49 ;  St. 
John  Astry,  38,  41  ;  Thomas  of  Almondsbury, 
5,  8-15,  17-20,  30,  40,  his  wife  Agnes,  33  ;  Tho- 
mas II.,  17,  20,  84-6,  40,  42  ;  Thomas  III.,  17, 
85-6,  40,  42-3  ;  Thomas  IV.,  17,  36-8,  40,  42-3, 
50-1,  88-9,  91-2  ;  Thomas  V.,  17,  37-40,  42-4, 
49,  83,  92  ;  WilUam  of  Knole,  10,  17,  20,  30-4, 
40,  42  ;  his  son  WilUam,  20,  34,  40,  42 ;  WilUam, 
Bon  of  Thos.  II.,  35,  40,  42  ;  WilUam,  son  of 
Thos.  IV.,  38,  41  ;  WUliam  Bromley,  41,  43, 
45-7,  49. 

Chester  of  Blaby  in  Leicestershire :  arms,  2 ; 
Leonard  and  William  of  Chipping-Barnet,  2. 

Chester  of  Bristol  and  Barton  Regis,  18-25 ; 
arms,  2,  18,  20  ;  pedigree,  20,  24  ;  Alexander, 
wife  of  T.  Hai-ris,  20,  22,  24  ;  Bridget,  dau.  of 
Walter  of  Maton,  ]  7,  23-4  ;  Bridget,  wife  of 
Thos.  Smith,  20-4  ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Sadler, 
18-9, 25,  32  ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Hicks,  20, 22, 24  ; 
Henry,  18-20,  24  ;  James  the  elder,  13,  18-9, 25  ; 
Joan,  20-1, 24,  26  ;  John,  18,  25  ;  Mary,  18-9,  25, 
82 ;  Rosina,  17,  23-4 ;  Roland,  22-4  ;  Thomas, 
son  of  WiU.,  White-tawer,  18-9,  25,  32;  Thomas, 
Bon  of  Walter   of  Bristol  and    Barton  Regis, 

21,  24 ;  Walter  of  Bristol  and  Barton  Regis, 
17-22,  24,  26,  35  ;  Walter  of  London,  17,  20-1, 
25-6,  29  ;  Walter,  son  of  Will,  of  Barton  Regis, 
17,  20,  22-4 ;  his  wife  Mary,  23-4 ;  William, 
White-tawer,  5,  10-13,  17-20,  24,  41 ;  hia  son 
William,  10, 17-8,24;  his  wife  EUynor,  19,  24; 
WilUam,  son  of  Walter  of  Bristol  and  Barton 
Regis,  17,  20-4,  26  ;  WUliam,  son  of  Walter  of 
Barton  Regis,  17,  22-4. 

Chester  of  Bristol  and  Rodford,  4-17 ;  arms,  2-5  ; 
pedigree,  5  ;  Alice  and  Anne,  5, 13,  32  ;  Arthur, 
5,  13,  16-7,  32,  42  ;  Bridget,  5,  16  ;  Charles,  5, 
10,  13,  32;  Dominiek,  5,  8-11,  1.3,  15-18,  20,32, 
41 ;  bis  wife  Mary,  5,  12  ;  his  son's  son  Domi- 
niek, 5,  13 ;  Edward,  5,  13,  32 ;  Edward  of 
Eodford,  5,  10,  14-17,  32  ;  his  sister  EUzabeth, 
5,  15;  his  dau.  EUzabeth,  5,  16  ;  Giles,  5,  13, 
32  ;  Henry,  SherifiF  of  Bristol,  2,  4-6,  17  ;  his 
wife  Alice,  5-7,  17;  James  of  Rodford,  5,  8-15, 
17,  33,  41 ;  his  grandson  James,  5,  16-18,  32  ; 


Joan  and  her  dau.  Margaret,  5-6  ;  John,  son  of 
Dom.  of  Blackfriars,  5,  12;  John,  son  of  Henry, 
5-7,  17 ;  his  wife  Anne,  5-7,  17  ;  John  Prior  of 
Barlynch,  5-6  ;  Mary,  sister  of  Dominiek,  5,  10, 
12,  18,  41 ;  Mary,  dau.  of  Dominiek,  5,  13,  32  ; 
Mary,  dau.  of  Edward  of  Rodford,  5,  16,  21, 
note,  32  ;  PrisciUa,  5, 13  ;  Robert,  5, 16  ;  Thomas 
of  Almondsbury,  5,8-15,  17-20,  30, 40  ;  Thomas, 
son  of  James,  5,  10,  14-5 ;  WilUam,  Mayor  of 
Bristol,  4,  5,  7-13,  17, 20,  24,  41 ;  his  wife  Anne, 
5,  9,  17,  20;  his  wife  Maud,  5,  9-12;  William, 
the  White-tawer,  5,  10-13,  17-20,  24,  41. 

Chester  of  Cbicheley  :  arms,  1 ;  Sir  Anthony,  2  ; 
Richard,  Sheriff  of  London,  52;  Robert,  1,  4; 
WUUam,  1,  4  ;  WUliam,  Constable  of  Wisbech 
Castle,  1-2  ;  Sir  WiUiam,  1. 

Chester  of  Hertfordshii-e,  2-3 ;  arms,  2  ;  Sir 
Robert,  Ki,  of  Royston,  2  ;  Six  Robert,  Kt.,  of 
Bush  HaU,  3. 

Chester  of  Leigh  in  Essex,  2-3  ;  arms,  3  ;  Richard, 
mariner,  2,  his  effigy,  3  ;  Robert  of  Wickford,  3. 

Chester  of  St.  Mary  Aldermary,  London,  26-9  ; 
arms,  2,  24-5  ;  pedigi-ee,  24-5  ;  Anne,  25,  28 ; 
Charles,  son  of  Capt.  Thos.,  25,  28-9  ;  Charles, 
son  of  Walter,  25-7;  Frances,  17,  25,  28-9; 
Jane,  17,  24,  28-9  ;  Mary,  dau.  of  Capt.  Thos.,  24, 
28-9  ;  Mary,  dan.  of  WaUer,  25,  27  ;  PhUUs,  25, 
28-9  ;  Robert,  17,  25,  28-9  ;  Sarah,  25,  28  ;  Capt. 
Thomas,  17,  25-9  ;  his  son  Thomas,  24,  27-9  ; 
Walter,  Merchant  Taylor,  17,  20-1,  25-6,  29  ;  his 
son  Walter,  25,  27  ;  Walter,  son  of  Capt.  Thos., 
25,  28. 

Chichester,  Major  Cornwallis  Henry,  99. 

Chipchase,  Lucy,  Mary,  and  Robert,  45. 

Cholmeley,  Sir  Roger,  60  note. 

Cleveland,  Earl  of,  77  and  note. 

Clifford,  Lady  Margaret,  95  ;  Lord  de,  46. 

Clobery,  Catharine  and  Sir  John,  Kt.,  48. 

Cole,  Christopher,  36  ;  Mr.,  33. 

Colston's  School  and  Hospital,  Bristol,  30. 

Cooper,  Richard,  78. 

CornewaU,  Catharine  and  Sir  George,  96,  98 ; 
Henrietta,  98. 

Cornyish,  Elizabeth,  55. 

Cosyn,  Emma,  and  Nicholas  and  his  wife,  60 ; 
WUliam,  and  his  son  WiUiam,  56. 

Curtis,  Madelina  Harriet  Louisa,  97  ;  Su-  WiUiam, 
3d  Bart.,  97,  98  ;  Lieut.  WilUam  Edmund  and 
Sh-  WUUam  Michael,  Bart.,  98. 

D'Arcy,  Sir  Arthur  and  Sir  Henry,  31. 

Dathe,  Robert,  57. 

Davenport,  Bridget  and  Richard,  48. 

Delamer,  FrccUswide,  6. 

Dennys,  Dame  EUzabeth,  30 ;  Katharine,  20,  30, 

33-4,  40  ;  arms,  33  ;  Sir  Maurice,  Kt.,  30  ;  Mr., 

11  ;  Richard,  20,  30,  33,  40 ;  Sir  Walter,  30. 
Digby,  Hon.  Edward,  96  note ;  IsabeUa  Margaret, 

96-7 ;  the  Hon.  Stephen  and  WiUiam,  5th  Lord, 

96  note. 
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Dighton,  John,  44  ;  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  45. 
Dolben,  Dr.  John  and  Dr.  William,  83  note,  8G. 
Donne,  John,  66  and  note. 

Dorbarr,  Mary,  Phillis,  and  Thomas,  25,  27,  29. 
Dormer,  Dorothy,  72,   79-80;  Eusebius,  80  note; 

Sir  Fleetwood,  79 ;  Fleetwood,  John,  Sir  John, 

Mary,  and  Sir  Robert,  80  note. 
Dutton,  James  Lennox  Napper  and  Mary,  92-3. 
Dyer,  James,  21 ;  Thomas,  45. 

Easterfield,  Alice,  John,  Mayor  of  Bristol,  Maud, 

and  Scholastioa,  7  note. 
Edwards,   Edward,  36;  John,  Priest  at  Hitchin, 

55,  57  ;  John,   79  ;  Richard,  79 ;  Thomas,  53, 

56,  58,  60-1,  C5-6 ;  Wentworth,  79  ;   William, 
53  note,  59,  65. 

Egerton,  family  arms,  94  jwte  ;  Ariana  Margaret, 
Elizabeth,  and  Hem-y,  Bishop  ot  Hereford,  95  ; 
Isabella  Frances,  93,  94, 95,  96  ;  John,  Bishop  of 
Bangor,  95  ;  Col.  William,  94. 

Elliott,  Sir-  John  and  Mary,  45  ;  Thomas,  23. 

Ffrye,  Elinor,  11 ;  Master,  15. 

Ffynes,  Dr.  and  his  wife,  88. 

Fichewe,  7  note. 

Fishmongers'  Company,  Loudon,  51,  54,  56-8. 

Fortrey,  Samuel  and  Trevor,  48. 

Foyns,  7  note. 

Freeman,  Edward,  37,  41. 

Friars:  Austin,  London,  55;  Black,  Bristol,  5, 
8,  10,  12-13,  15-17 ;  Crowchid,  London,  55,  60  ; 
Grey,  London,  55  ;  Friars  Observants  of  Green- 
wich, 56  ;  V.  Order  of  Ffriers,  62  ;  Preachers, 
Ludgate,  55;  White,  Bristol,  10,  30;  White, 
Hitchin,  55,  62  ;   White,  Fleet-street,  London, 

Frobisher,  Martin,   Expedition  in   search  of  the 

North-West  Passage,  31. 
Fnllwood,  Elizabeth,  35,  40. 

Gascoyn,  Agnes,  60. 

Gastrell,    Edward,   49;    Dr.    Francis,  Bishop   of 

Chester,  46,  49  ;  Henry,  49  ;  Rebecca,  46,  49  ; 

Robert,  49. 
GeU,  Elizabeth,  and  her  dan.  Elizabeth,  Sii-  John, 

Bart.,  and  Robert,  D.D.,  26  note. 
Gibbard,  -f ,  Samuel  and  Susanna,  87. 
Gibbin,  William,  22. 

Gold  brought  by  Frobisher,  of  little  value,  31. 
Goodwin,  Elizabeth,  77. 
Gore  Court,  Manor  of,  54  note,  57,  6G. 
Gough,  G.  Gwinnett,   39 ;    Jeremy,  39,   40,   43  ; 

Mary,  39,  40,  42-4. 
Gray,  Richard,  74  and  note,  75. 
Greene,  Elizabeth,  22  ;  Leonard,  25,  28. 
Greenlanders  brought  to  Bristol,  31. 
Grey,  Lady  Ann  Sophia  and  Lady  Catharine,  95  ; 

Elizabeth,    72,    74 ;    Lady   Jane,    95 ;    Peter, 

72,  74. 
Gnillim,  Mrs.  Anne,  36. 


Gunning,  Hon.  Charlotte  Margaret,  96-7  ;  George 
William  and  Rev.  Sir  Henry  John,  Bart.,  98 ; 
Sir  Robert,  K.B.,  97. 

Gwinnett,  George,  39,  40,  43. 

Hales,  Anthony,  19. 

Hamlyn,  Elizabeth,  19-22,  24,  26  ;   Robert,  20,  24. 

Hampton,  Dame  Margaret  and  Sir  William,  51,  52, 

55,  57. 
Harcourt,  Simon,  88,  90  ;  Simon  Viscount,  88. 
Harlington,  Mansion  of,  71,  80. 
Harris,  Alexander  and  Elizabeth,  22,  23  ;  Thomas, 

21,  22,  24. 
Harrynton,  Richard,  55. 
Haseley,  co.  Warwick,  45. 
Hattou,  Sir  Thomas,  Bart.,  73,  81. 
Haward,  Alderman  Rowland,  30. 
Hawksworth,  Richard,  36. 
Hayatt,  Manor  of,  8,  10. 
Hayes,  Dorothy,  70. 
Hayle,  William,  55,  58,  61. 
Haynes,  Abraham,  27. 
Hermits : — William  Philippe  and  WUliam  Forte, 

60  note. 
Hicks,  Elizabeth,  21-2. 
Higgins,  George,  5,  15. 
Higgs,  Capt.  and  Eliza  Harriet,  97. 
Higbgate  School,  60  note. 
Highways  :    at   Bristol,  9  note  ;  and  10,  58,   60 

7iote. 
Hikks,  Su-WDliam,  60. 

Hill,  Agnes,  55 ;  John,  53  note,  65  ;  Margaret, 
wife  of  Su-  Ralph  Astry,  53,  58,  59,  63,  65; 
Richard,  tailor,  56,  58,  60;  Robert,  apprentice 
to  Sh-  Ralph  Astry,  55 ;  Robert,  son  of  Stevyu 
Hill,  GO  ;  Stevyn,  60  ;  Sir  Thomas,  Lord  Mayor 
of  London,  52,  53  and  note ;  Thomas,  son  of 
Stevyn,  60. 
Hitchin,  51,  54,  56,  58. 

Holbrooke,  Maria  and  Thomas,  21  ;  Mary,  27. 
Holcombe,  Thomas,  5,  16. 
Holford,  Richard,  Master  in  Chancery,  81. 
HoUister,  James,  John,  and  Stephen,  36. 
Holworthy,  Thomas,  37,  40. 
HoIywell-cum-Neediugworth,  84,  87. 
Horte,  Joan,  18,  20,  24 ;  Gillian,  19 ;  John,  19  ; 
William,  Joan's  father,  18,  20,  24;  William, 
Joan's  brother,  19. 
Howard,  Lady  Sarah  Haniet,  38,  40,  42. 
Howe,  Admii-al  Lord,  K.G.,  36 ;  Elizabeth,  36-7, 
40,  43  ;  Sir  John,  Bart.,  36,  40  ;  John  Grubham 
of  Stowell,  and  Sir  Richard,  Bart.,  43;    Vis- 
count, 36. 
Hussey,  Lord,  10,  15  note. 

Inquests  p.  m.  of  Chester-Astry,  114 ;  Astry,  Sir 
Ralph  (1495),  54;  Dame  Margaret  (1524),  59; 
Chester,  Edward  (1604),  16  ;  James  (15G0),  14; 
William  (1559),  9;  William  (1607),  34. 

Isham,  Sir  Euseby,  80  note. 

Isloy,  Sir  Hewy,  Kt.,  54  note. 
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Johnson,  Margaret  and  Ricliard,  12. 
Jones,  Hugh,  11. 

Kclte,  Thomas,  Mayor  of  Bristol,  32  nolc. 

Kent,  Thomas,  53,  57. 

Keynsham,  Thomas,  G  nole. 

King,  Gregory,  82. 

Kingswood,  Lordship  of,  39. 

Kirk,  Mary  and  Robert,  95. 

Knightley,  Lucy  and  Rebecca,  49. 

Kuole  Park,  31,  33-4,  3C,  39,  43,  47,  9G,  98. 

Lane,  45  ;  Elizabeth  and  Robert,  60. 

Laugloy,  Philip,  34,  41. 

Large,  Maurice  and  Anne,  5,  9,  20. 

Lassells,  Edward,  47. 

Lee,  John,  56,  58  ;  Thomas,  55. 

Leeds,  Anthony  and  Elizabeth,  70. 

Leigh,  Edward,  Lord,  45. 

Lippincott,  Caun,  High  Sheriff  of  Gloucestershire, 

47. 
Long,  John,  11. 
Lowen,  Luce,  60. 

Lucy,  Capt.  Thomas  and  Lucy,  44. 
Lumney,  Hem-y,  60. 
Lyeddy,  Thomas,  84. 

Mackcrnoss,  George,  John,  and  Mary,  28-9. 

Mallory,  Grace,  83-4  ;  Joan,  73-4  ;  Peter,  72,  74 
and  note,  75  ;  Ralph,  74,  77,  80,  83-4  ;  Thomas, 
84. 

Mapletoft,  Elizabeth,  John,  and  Rev.  John,  49. 

Manwaring,  Mrs.,  82. 

Marchmont,  Roper,  55. 

Markham,  Elizabeth,  75 ;  Francis,  72,  74,  75 ; 
Jane,  71,  74,  75  ;  John,  68,  73,  74  and  note  ;  his 
son  John,  74 ;  Lora,  68,  71,  74,  75. 

Marriage  Licenses :  Astry,  Ralph  (1544-5),  70  note  ; 
Chester,  Richard  (1739),  43  note  j  Chester, 
Thomas  (1647),  27  note;  Chester,  Thomas  of 
Knowle  (1735-6),  39  noti ;  Peart,  Thomas 
(16.3.5),  78  note;  Stone,  John  (1672-3),  28  note; 
See  also  p.  102. 

Martin,  Leonard,  45. 

Master  of  Knole :  arms,  99  ;  pedigi'ee  of  Master 
of  the  Abbey,  Cirencester,  and  of  Knole  Park, 
93  ;  Royal  Descent  of,  95-96  ;  Algernon  WilUam 
Chester,  97 ;  Alice  Mary  Jane,  99 ;  Aa-iana 
Georgina,  97  ;  Arthur  Cornewall  Chester,  99  ; 
Augustus  Chester,  97  ;  Charles  Audi'ew  Chester, 
96,  99;  Lieut.  Charles  Chester,  97;  Charles 
GUbert  Chester,  99;  Constance,  97;  Cyiil 
Chester,  96,  99  ;  Digby  Chester,  98  ;  Dora,  97  ; 
Egerton  Philip  Chester,  99  ;  Elizabeth,  dau.  of 
Thomas,  M.P.,  92-3  ;  Elizabeth,  granddau.  of 
Thomas,  M.P.,  93 ;  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  George 
Francis,  97 ;  Emily  Ariana  and  Emma  Fanny, 
98;  Florence,  96,  99;  Francis  Charles,  97; 
Lieut.  Francis  Robert  Chester,  98 ;  Frederick 
Cavendish,  96  ;  George  Francis,  97  ;    Godfrey 


Cornewall  Chester,  97  ;  Harry  Chester  and  Helen 
Alexandra,  97;  Henry,  94;  Henry  Orlando 
Chester,  97  ;  Isabel  Catharine,  99  ;  Isabel  Mary, 
96,  99 ;  Isabella  Mary  Frances  Charlotte,  98 ; 
Jane,  93-4,  97-8  ;  Jessy  Catharine,  96,  99  ;  John 
Bromley  Chester  and  Madelina  Isabella,  97  ; 
Marion  Frances,  98  ;  Mary  Anne,  Lady  Carteret, 
93-4,  97  ;  Mary  Isabella,  97 ;  Richard,  son  of 
Thomas  of  The  Abbey,  47  ;  Major  Richard,  92-5  ; 
Richard  Chester,  96,  99  ;  Richard  St.  George 
Chester,  97  ;  Richard  Thomas,  96  ;  Ruth  Geor- 
gina, 96,  99 ;  St.  Vincent  Fi-ederick,  96 ; 
Thomas  of  The  Abbey,  40,  92  ;  his  son  Thomas, 
M.P.  for  Cirencester,  39,  40,  42,  46,  47,  92-3 ; 
Ms  son  Thomas,  92-3  ;  his  son  Thomas,  Brigade 
Major,  93  ;  Thomas  William  Chester,  son  of 
Colonel  William  Chester,  96-8  ;  his  sou  Thomas 
William  Chester  junior,  96,  98  ;  Colonel  William 
Chester,  92-4,  96-8  ;  Lieut.-Colouel  William 
Charles  Chester,  97. 

Mattok,  John,  56  note ;  Nicholas,  54,  56  note,  58, 
61 ;  his  wife  Elizabeth,  56  note;  his  son  Nicholas, 
54,  57-8. 

MUboru,  WUliam,  61. 

Milbourne,  Clayton,  36  ;  William,  62. 

Miller,  Barbara,  73,  78  ;  Michael,  78,  79. 

Milton,  Great  and  Little,  76  note. 

Monumental  Inscriptions :  Astry,  James  of  Har- 
lington,  82  ;  Sir  Ralph,  54;  Ralph,  61  ;  Thomas 
Chester  and  his  ancestry,  42-3  ;  John  Revel], 
58,  60  ;  John  Smyth,  14  note. 

Morse,  Elizabeth  and  George,  37,  88,  90. 

Mylne,  Jane  and  Robert,  25,  26,  27 ;  Jane  and 
Thomas,  20,  26. 

Nevill,  Henry  and  his  wife  Agnes,  58. 
Nicholas,  WUliam,  6. 
Northumberland,  Duke  of,  44, 

Offley,  Master,  15. 

Orlebar,  Diana  and  Richard,  88-9,  91. 

Ostriche,  pedigree,  52  note  ;  Agnes,  Amy,  Rose,  and 

Katryne,  55 ;  Margery,  50,  52,  65 ;  Thomas  52, 

65  ;  Anne,  Thomas,  draper,  55. 
Oxford,  University  of,  56,  58. 


Palatine,  Elector,  at  Oxford,  87  note. 
Pare,  Margaret,  75  ;  Ralph,  75,  77. 
Pabish  Reoisteks,  Extbacts  feom  : 
Almondsbui-y,  Gloucestershire,  105. 
Bristol ; 

Christ  Church,  103. 
St.  James,  103,  107. 
St.  John,  104. 
St.  Nicholas,  104. 
St.  Stephen,  103. 
St.  Thomas,  103. 
St.  Werbergh,  103. 
Eaton  Socon,  Beds.,  100. 
Great  Milton,  Oxon,  105, 
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Harlington,  Beds.,  106. 
Houghton  Conquest,  Beds.,  107. 
Huntingdon,  St.  Mary's,  105. 
London : 

All  Hallows,  Barking,  107. 
Lincoln's  Inn  Chapel,  107. 
Mercers'  Chapel,  10.5. 
St.  Andi-ew's,  Holhorn,  104,  106. 
St.  Helen's,  Bishopsgate,  105. 
St.  James,  Westminster,  105,  107. 
St.  Mary  Aldermary,  104. 
St.  Thomas  Apostle,  104. 
St.  Vedast's,  Foster-lane,  104. 
The  Chapel  Royal,  Whitehall,  107. 
Oxford : 

All  Saints,  106. 
Christ  Church  Cathedi-al,  106. 
St.  Peter's-in-the-East,  106. 
Toddington,  Beds.,  106. 
Wickham,  Hants,  107. 
Partridge,  Sir  MUes,  8,  10,  31. 
Pattle,  Diana  and  Thomas,  86.     See  also  Bee. 
Paul,  John,  21  note. 
Payi-e,  — ,  65,  67  ;  George,  Ralph,  71. 
Peart,  Anne,  79  ;  Dorothy,  7,S,  78-9 ;  Elizabeth, 
78-0  ;  James,  78  ;  Mary,  70  note,  73,  78  note, 
79,  87  note ;  Colonel  Thomas,   70,   73,  78  and 
7iote. 
Pedigeees.     See  List  at  p.  x. 
Pembroke,  Earl  of,  30. 
Pentecost,  John,  55. 

Penyston,  Anne,  72,  81 ;   Elizabeth,  82  ;  Ffaime- 
dou,  82-3 ;   Francis,    82  ;    Su-   Thomas,  Bart., 
81. 
Pep-wall,  William,  11. 

Percivall,  James,  34,  40  ;  Thomas,  34  ;  arms,  34. 
Pever  or  Piver,  John,  55,  58. 
Phelippe,  William,  Hermit,  60  note. 
Pigott,  Piggott  or  Pygott,  Benjamin,  72,  74  and 
note,  75  ;  Clement,  68  and  note ;  Isabella,  59, 
63-4,  66;    Jaue  or   Joan,  50,  63-4,    66-7,    74 
note;   John,    59,    63;    Robert,    59,   63-4,   66; 
Thomas,  68  note  ;  Valentyue,  74  and  note. 
Pimpe,  Thomas,  of  Pimpe's-court,  57  note. 
Plague  in  Bristol,  1575,  12. 
Poyntz,  Sir  Nicholas,  8,  10,  12  ;  Sir  Robert,  35. 
Price,  Cromwell,  of  HoUy  Mount,  48  ;  Mrs.  Mary 

and  her  sister  Lydia,  87. 
Piiuce  or  Pryns,  Anne,  27  ;  Robert,  18, 19,  25,  32  ; 

widow  of  Thomas,  21. 
Proofs  and  Authorities,  100-2. 
Pryer,  William,  79. 
Puckpock,  Baron  Kammerl  von,  of  Wasserburg; 

Anna  Cathcrina  Frederica,  96. 
Pulter,  Alice,  67  ;  Dorothy,  65,  G7-8  ;  Edward,  65, 

67  ;  Julian,  67. 
Pykes,  John,  9,  11 ;  Katheryu  and  Walter,    11  ; 
William,  Mayor   of   Bristol,  5,  9  note;  Maud, 
5,9. 
Pympo,  Thomns,  57  note. 


Rainsthorp,  Anne,  21  ;  John,  mariner,  20-2,  24, 

26 ;  Rev.  John  and  Walter,  21. 
Rawlins,  Mary,  72,  80. 
Rawhuson,  Susanna,  Sir  Thomas,  Kt.,  and  Walter, 

82. 
Ray,  Richard,  82. 

Restall,  Jane,  60 ;  Joan,  65  ;  John,  60,  65. 
Revell,  John,  56,  58,  59,  60,  61,  65 ;  Dame  Mar- 
garet, 52,  69,  60 ;  Mr.,  32  ;  Alderman  Robert, 

53  note,  59,  65. 
Rich,  Bridget  and  Thomas,  86. 
Roberts,  Elizabeth,  Henry,  and  John  of  Ashford, 

12  ;  John  of  Wcsterley,  5,  8,  10,  12,  15,  33,  41  ; 

arms,   12  ;  his  son  John,   10,    12  ;  Judith,  45  ; 

Mary  and  Thomas,  12  ;  Walter,  12. 
Rodford,  Estate  of,  8,  10,  15. 
Rolls,   Georgina,    Emily,  and  John    Etheriugton 

Welch,  96,  98. 
Rongley,  Alexander,  notary,  60,  61. 
Rotheram,  Archbishop,  71 ;  George,  71,  74,  75  and 

note  ;  Thomas,  65,  71,  72. 
Rowland,  Thomas  and  his  wife,  11  note. 
Rowley,  Alice,  33  ;  Lora  and  Thomas,  71,  73,  83, 

8G,  90 ;  Thomas,  Sheriff  of  Bristol,  and  his  wife 

Margaret,  and  William,  6  note. 
Rowse,  Mr.,  82. 
Royston,  Manor  of,  2. 
Rychmonde,  Thomas,  56. 
Rygate,  Jerome,  55. 

Sadler,  Mr.,  of  Newport,  19,  25  ;  Sir  Ralph,  32. 
St.  John,  Anne,  33;   Barbara,  76;  Sii-  John,  Kt., 

33  ;  Mary,  72,  76,  77  ;  William,  72,  76  ;  Olyrer, 

75. 
Saire,  William,  7. 
Sanderson,  John,  85,  86  ;  Lawrence,  86  ;  William, 

86,  90. 
Saunders,  Robert  and  his  aunt,  68. 
Savage,  Mary,  68  ;  Thomas,  68,  76. 
School,  Grammar,  Highgate,   60  note;    Free,  at 

Hitchin,  56  note. 
Scourvill,  John,  12. 
Seaborne,  Thomas,  69. 
Shepard,  Dormer,  Eusebius,  Sir  Fleetwood,  John, 

80  and  note  ;  William,  79,  80  and  note,  81. 
Shepherd,  Catherine,  32-3,  40  ;    James,  33,  40 ; 

John,  11. 
Sherborne,  James,  Lord,  92,  93. 
Sherman,  Richard,  Sherifi'  of  Bristol,  7  note. 
Shotbolt,  James,  84. 

Skipwith,  Elizabeth,  50,  59,  64-6  ;  WiUiam,  63-4. 
Slare,  Frederick,  als.  Scholar,  87  note. 
Slocombe,  Bridget,  5,  16. 
Smith,  Anne,  32  ;  Charles,  22,  23  ;  Elizabeth,  63  ; 

James,  22,  23  ;  Jarrit,  39, 42  ;  John,  22  ;  Mary, 

22,23,33;  EUzabeth   and  Oliver,  63;  Robert, 

33,  40;   Thomas,  22,  23  ;  Thomas,  22,  24  ;  Rev. 

Thomas,  77  ;  William,  22,  23. 
Smyth,  Edmund,  15 ;  John,  Mayor  of  Bristol,  5, 

14  note,  89  ;  Sir  John,  Bart.,  and  Dame  Eliza- 


121 


beth,  88,  90;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Chester,  5, 

14,  15,  33  ;  Kaffe  aud  Robert,  15. 
Snell,  Mr.,  M.P.,  38. 
Snigge,  Sir  George  and  John,  7  ii',k\ 
Southwell,  Edward,  M.P.,  40. 
Speke,  Elizabeth  and  Sir  George,  Kt.,  20,  35,  40. 
Spelman'e  Glossarium,  81. 
Spencer,  Alice  and  Sir  John,  05. 
Spenser,  Lore,  84. 
Spratt,  Joice,  33. 
Starkey,  Alderman,  18. 
Stawell,  Ealph,  Lord,  and  Elizabeth,  48  ;  William, 

Lord,  45. 
Stebbins,  Elizabeth,  70  iwti\ 
Stevens,  John,  Mayor  of  liristol,  7  note. 
Stokker,  Sir  ^Yilliam,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  52, 

5(j  note. 
Stone,  John  and  Mary,  24,  28. 
Story,  Ann  and  Thomas,  70. 
Snflblk,  Arabella,  CountesR  of,  40,  50,  91 ;  Chas. 

William,  Earl  of,  80  ;   Henry,  sixth  Earl  of,  38, 

42  ;  Mary  Tudor,  Queen  of  France  aud  Duchess 

of,  94,  95. 
Swan,  Cecilia  and  Sir  William,  Bart.,  4s. 
Sweating  sickness,  52. 

Talbot,  Agnes,  55. 

Taylors'  Merchant  Company,  London,  2(i  ;  School, 

27. 
Thomas.  John,  G  note,  7. 
Thomond,   Earl  of,    and  Penelope,   his  daughter, 

42. 
Threele,  Anne,  72,  75. 
Throckmorton,  Clement  and  Lucy,  41,  44,  45,  46, 

49  ;  Sir  George,  43. 
Thynne,  Lord  John,  93,  94  ;  Mary,  43. 
Trappes,  Michael,  7. 
Triuder,  Elizabeth,  82. 
Truesdale,  Mrs.,  45. 
Tryce,  Elizabeth,  Jane  aud  Jaspar,  70  ;   Thomas, 

70,  78. 
Tucker,  William,  Mayor  of  Bristol,  32  note. 
Turton,  William,  47. 
Tysen,  Samuel,  37. 

Underbill,  Samuel,  45. 

Veel,  Captain,  35. 
Vergeancit,  James,  55. 

Waall,  Christopher  and  Dorothy,  19  ;  Thomas,  24  ; 

Susan  aud  Thomas,  19. 
Walden,  Chas.  William,  Lord,  89. 
Walklate,  Susan,  72,  82. 
Wanell,  Alice  and  Joan,  56, 

Ward,  John,  Lord  Major  of  London,  54,  56  note. 
Ware,  or  Large,  Anne  and  John,  5,  9. 
Warter,  Anne,  Jane,  John,  and  Marjory,  13. 
Waryng,  Nicolas,  6. 
Wasborow,  Henry,  37. 


Wasbrough,  Hem-y,  107. 

Way,  Mrs.,  47. 

Wellsford,  Alice,  71,  72  ;  William,  74. 

Weutworth,  Lord  Thomas,  77  note. 

Westerley,  Manor  of,  12. 

Weston,  Hem-y,  7. 

White,  John  and  Thomas,  55. 

White-tawers,  Company  of,  Bristol,  18,  21. 

Wigmore,  Mary,  11. 

Williams,  Rowland,  5, 15. 

Wills  of : 

Astry,  Diana  (1682),  85,  86. 
„       Dorothy  (1663),  80. 
„       Edward  (1585),  68. 
,,       Francis  (1659),   79. 
„       (1761),  82-3. 
Sir-  Henry  (1630),  77. 
„       James  (1677),  85. 
„       John,  of  Shelton  (1630),  83,  84, 

John  (1636),  69. 
„       Luke  (1706-7),  87. 

Dame  Margaret  (1523),  59-61. 
Martha  (1655),  70. 
Robert  (1701),  112. 
Ralph  (1501),  61. 
Su-  Ealph  (1594),  55-8. 
„       Ralph  (1584),  71,  74. 
Ralph  II.  (1597),  75. 
Ralph,  of  Little  MOton  (1650),  76. 
St.  John  (1659),  84. 
Sir-  Samuel  (1698-9),  88. 
Thomas  (1518),  63,  66. 
,,       Wniiam  (1501),  62. 
„       William  (1615),  68. 
„       William  (1657),  112. 
Chester.     Proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of 
Canterbuiy  before  1700,  108-10. 
AHce  (1485),  6,  7. 
Giles  (1588),  13. 
Hem-y  (1470),  4,  5. 
Henry  (1590-1),  19. 
James  (1560),  14-15. 
John  (1488),  7. 
Lucy  (1769),  45. 
Mary  (1677),  28-9. 
Mawde  (1563-4),  11. 
Richard  (1756),  44. 
Robert  (1687),  29. 
Thomas  (1577),  32-3. 
Thomas  (1670),  28. 
Thomas  (1761),  39,  42. 
Thomas  (1686-7),  36,  37. 
Walter  (1641),  20. 
Walter,  London  a648),  26,  27. 
WilUam  (1558),  9-11. 
William,  '  White-tawer'  (1572),  18. 
William  (1658),  22. 
William  (1683),  23. 
William  Bromley  (1780),  47. 
Dennys,  Sir  Maurice  (1562),  30,  113. 
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WiUs  of  {continued)  : 

Edwards,  William  (1487),  53  and  note. 

Hill,  Sii-  Thomas,  Kt.  (1485),  53  note. 

Pulter,  Edward  (1572),  67. 

Revell,  Robert  (1490-1),  53  note. 

Wale,  Joan  (1592),  19. 
Wilsford,  Alice,  65,  71,  72,  74 ;  Thomas,  71,  72. 


WUtshire,  John,  15. 
Wingate,  George,  74,  7Vl. 
Wolff,  Edith,  6. 
Wray,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  47  ; 

Bart.,  49. 
Wren,  Christopher,  45. 
Wyncote,  Henry,  63,  66. 


Sir  William  UUithorne, 


BY      THE      SAME      AUTHOR, 

In  Two  I  'oliii/ics  ^io,  price  Six  Guineas, 

GENEALOGICAL    MEMOIRS 

OF  THE 

€rtinft  /nmilij 

OP 

CHESTER     OF     CHICHELEY, 

THEIR  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS. 
ATTEIIPTKD  BY 

ROBERT  EDI\[OND  CHESTER  WATERS,  Esq.,  B.A. 

r.Ar.rasTER  of  the  ixneu  TEiiri-E, 


Illustrated  with  iipwards  of  Two  Hundred  Tabular  Pedigrees,  Three  Hundred  Original  Wills  in  abstract, 
and  numerous  Engravings  of  Seals  and  Shields  of  Arms. 


TiiESE  Memoirs  have  been  attempted  upon  a  scale  and  plan  of  which  there  are  few  examples  in  English 
literature.  The  method  is  borrowed  from  the  French  genealogists  of  the  1 7th  century,  whose  exhaustive 
memoirs  of  particular  families  are  universally  recognised  as  being  important  contributions  to  the  local 
and  domestic  Plistory  of  France.  Such  books  were  often  undertaken  as  labours  of  love  by  men  of 
literary  distinction ;  and  that  famous  scholar  Menage  was  not  ashamed  to  a^•ow  that  of  all  his  works 
The  Ilistoru  of  the  House  of  Sable  was  that  which  cost  him  the  most  labour,  and  in  which  he  took  the 
most  pride. 

The  Memoirs  of  the  CJtesters  of  CliiclteJetj  have  been  compiled  with  scrupulous  accuracy,  and  every 
statement  is  vouched  by  reference  to  proofs  and  authorities.  They  are  mainly  derived  from  Records 
hitherto  unpublished,  and  contain  full  Abstracts  of  above  three  hundred  Wills. 

'.Che  contents  cannot  be  estimated  from  the  title-page,  for  they  comprise  the  true  liistory  of  so  many 
families  and  famous  men  that  they  traverse  almost  tlie  whole  field  of  English  genealogy.  They  are 
not,  however,  a  mere  collection  of  elaborate  pedigrees;  for  they  correct  a  multitude  of  eiTors  hitherto 
accepted  without  challenge  in  standard  books  of  reference,  and  they  throw  light  on  many  dark  jiassages 
of  History  and  Biography,  by  proofs  of  social  and  domestic  connexions  hitherto  ignored  or  misstated.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  method  adopted  will  relieve  the  narrative  from  that  repulsive  dryness  and  meagreness 
which  usually  disfigure  English  books  of  genealogy,  and  make  them  so  irksome  to  the  general  reader. 


Amongst  the  Families,  zu/iose  History  is  related  in  detail,  or  illustrated  by  Tabular 
Pedigrees,  or  eoireeted,  arc  the  following : 


Amadas  of  London. 
Amcotts  of  Harrington  and  Astrop. 
Anderson  of  Eyworth,  BartiS. 
Anest.y  of  Essex. 

Bankwoi'th  of  London. 
Bassett  Lords  Bassett  of  Sapcote. 
BeauprcJ  of  Beauprc  Hall. 
Bell  of  Beaupre  Hall. 
Bernard  of  Iselham. 
Billing  of  Astwell. 
Blaydwin  of  Boston. 
Blount,  Earls  of  Newport. 
Blythman  of  Leeds. 
Boteler  Lords  Botelor  of  BrantEeld. 
Boteler  of  Wattou  Woodball. 
Bowes  of  Jenkins. 
Bressey  of  Battersea. 
Brown  of  Horbling. 
Brown  of  Saltfleetby  and  Pinch- 
beck. 
Brown  of  Walcot  and  Horbling. 
Brj'ce  of  Jenkins. 
Bullock  of  Maplestead. 
Burrell  of  Dowsby. 
Bury  of  Oxfordshire. 

Calthorpe  of  Burnham. 

Calthorpc  of  Norfolk. 

Canibell  of  Barlcing,  Barts. 

Cape  of  London. 

Cartwright  of  Ossington. 

Catelyn  of  Northamptonshire. 

Cave  of  Chicheley. 

Cave  of  Ingarsby. 

Cave  of  Stanford-on-Avon. 

Chapman  of  London,  Barts. 

Chester  of  Barbadoes. 

Chester  of  Bucks. 

Chester  of  Chiclicley. 

Cliester  of  East  Haddon. 

Chester  of  Leigh. 

Chester  of  London. 

Chester  of  Stow  St.  lulward. 

Chester  of  TUsAvorth. 

Clare,  Earls  of  Hertford  and  Glou- 

rester. 
Clare,  Earls  of  I'embroke. 
Clobury  of  Winchester. 
Coggeshall  of  Essex. 
Coleville    Lords    Coleville    of 

Bytham. 
Coningsby  of  Hampton. 
Cony  of  Nortli  Stoke. 
Cradock,  Lords  Howden. 
Cranford  of  Newington. 
Cranmer  als.  Wood. 


Cranmer  of  Aslacton. 

Cranmer  of  Astwood  and  Loudhani. 

Cranmer  of  Canterbury  and  Eotter- 

dam. 
Cranmer  of  Chevening. 
Cranmer  of  Kirkstall. 
Cranmer  of  London. 
Cranmer  of  Mitcham  and  Quendon. 
Crawley  Boevey,  Barts. 
Croke  of  Chilton,  Bucks. 

D'Amory,  Lords. 
Darcy  Lords  Darcy. 
Doreward  of  Essex. 
Dormer  of  Quainton. 
Drayton  of  Strixton. 
Drury  of  Hawsted. 
Duncombe  of  Broughtou. 
Dunsmore,  Leigh  Lords. 

Ellis  of  Kiddall. 

Eynyon,  Barts. 

Felbrigge  of  Felbrigge. 

Ferrers  Lords  Ferrers  of  Wemme. 

Fisher  of  Islington,  Barts. 

Fisher  of  Wisbech. 

Fitz-Hugh,  Lords. 

Fletcher  of  liothbury. 

Floud  als.  Lloyd  of  Chevening. 

Foderinghay. 

Foster  of  Dowsby. 

Freere  of  the  Blankets. 

Gardiner  of  Cuddesdon. 
Gaunt,  John  of,  Descendants  of. 
Gernon  of  Bakewell. 
Gernon  of  Essex. 
Gernon  of  Ireland. 
Giflford  of  Astwell. 
Gobaud  of  Eippingalc. 
Gobion  of  Hertfordshire. 
Gobion  of  Northampton. 
Greystock,  Lords. 

Hampden  of  Great  Hampden. 

Haselden  of  Gilden  Morden. 

Hawkwood  of  Hedingham  Siblo. 

Hawtrey  of  Euislip. 

Herris  of  Chevening. 

Heton  of  Wisbech. 

Hewett  of  London. 

Hewett  of  Stretton  and  Great  Glen. 

Hewett  of  Wales  and  Parsloes. 

Hill  of  Hampton. 

Hill  of  Walthamstow. 

Holland,  Earls  of  Kent. 

Holt  of  Aston,  Barts. 

Horton  of  Catton. 


Howard,  Duke  of  Norfolk. 
Howard,  Lords,  of  Escrick. 
Hughes  of  Northampton. 

Irby  of  Whaplode. 
Isham  of  Braunston. 
Isham  of  Pytchley. 

Jenkinson  of  Waleot,  Barts. 
Jesson  of  Loughborough. 
Joan  of  Arc,  Descendants  of. 

Kenrick  of  Kent. 
Kenrick  of  Eotterdam. 
Kesteven,  Trollope  Lords. 
King  of  Maplestead. 

Langley  of  Knowlton. 
Leigh,  Earls  of  Chichester. 
Lewyn  of  London. 
Lloyd  of  Chevening. 
Lovett  of  Astwell. 
Lylling  of  Abington. 

Maiuwaring  of  Goltho. 
Mallory  of  Welton. 
]\Iethold  of  London  and  Norfolk. 
Millicent  of  Berghani. 
Molineux  of  Teversall,  Barts. 
]\Iontacute,  Earls  of  Salisbury. 
Montacnte    Lords    Montacutc    of 

Bungay. 
Montfichet,  Barons. 
Monthermer,  Lords. 

Nance  of  Trengolf. 
Nethercotes  of  Nettleham. 
Neville,  Earls   of  Salisbury   and 

Westmoreland. 
Newport,  Earls  of. 
Noel  of  Kirkby,  Barts. 
Norfolk,  Dukes  of. 
Northumberland,  Earls  of. 
Norton  of  Sharpenhoe. 
Nott  of  Thames  Ditton. 

Offley  of  London. 
Oneby  of  Barwell  and  Loudhani. 
Osborne,  Dukes  of  Leeds. 
Osborne  of  Parsloes  and  Northill. 

Peyton  of  Doddington,  Barts. 
Peyton  of  Iselham,  Barts. 
Peyton  of  Knowlton,  Barts. 
Peyton  of  Peyton  Hall. 
Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham. 
Plantagenet. 

Plumtree  of  Nottingham. 
Pointz  of  North  Ockendon. 


I'-pe  of  London. 
I'lirtei'  of  Gloucestershire. 
Porter  of  Lincolnshire. 
J'ortland,  Weston,  Earls  of. 
Poulton  of  Desboroiigh. 

Quincey  of  Aslackby. 

]i':iii.ls  of  jS^ettleham. 

K''  iiiington  of  Lund. 

li'i'  111'  of  Wixley  and  Lamer. 

P'lui'  of  Iloanor. 

];ny;il  Descents. 

Pvliy  of  London. 

l;yl,-y  of  :N'orfolk. 

S;i(kville  of  Essex. 

St   ( George  of  Hatley  St.  George. 

Si.  I  loorge  of  Kilrush. 

Saxliy  of  jSTorthamiiton. 

fcjcalus,  de,  Lords. 

Sorope  of  Barking. 

Seward  of  Bengworth. 

Shan  of  Methley. 

SIcrimshire  of  Aqnalato. 

Smyth  of  Elkington. 


Smyth  of  Liuford. 

Smyth  of  Thames  Ditton. 

Sneyd  of  Keele. 

Southampton,  Earls  of. 

Stapylton  of  Ingham. 

Strange  of  Blackmere,  Lords. 

Talbot,  Lords. 

Taylor  of  IS^'ewark. 

Throckmorton  of  Cougliton. 

Tindal  of  Essex. 

Toller  of  Billingborough. 

Toller  of  Stamford. 

Tomlins  of  Bow. 

Tomlins  of  Bromley. 

Trollope,  Barts. 

Trott  of  Colney  Hatch. 

Tyndale  of  Hayling  Island. 

Tyndall  of  Been. 

Tyndall  of  Hock  wold. 

Tyndall  of  Maplestead. 

Uflord,  Earls  of  Suffolk. 
I  Uflford  of  Langley,  Lords. 
I  Ufford  of  "Wrentham. 
!  Vaux  of  Harrowden,  Lords. 


Vere,  Earls  of  Oxford. 
Vere  of  Addington. 
Villiers  of  Brooksby,  Barts. 
Villiers,  Viscounts  Grandison. 

Waller  of  Beaconsfield. 

Waller  of  Coleshill. 

Waters  of  Glamorganshire. 

Webb  als.  Wood  of  Great  Bealings. 

Webb  of  Kensington. 

Weston,  Earls  of  Portland. 

Weston  of  Lichfield. 

Weston  of  Eoxwell. 

Wigfall  of  Kenishaw. 

Wollaston  of  London  and  Waltham. 

Wollaston  of  Perton  and  London. 

Wollaston  of  Perton  and  Trescot 
Grange. 

Wollaston  of  Shenton  and  Fin- 
borough. 

Wood  als.  Cranmer  of  Loudham. 

Wood  of  Hackney. 

Wriothesley,  Earls  of  Southampton. 

Yorke  of  Ashby. 


Amo;2o-s^  the  Distinguished  Persons,  whose  Biography  or  Genealogy  is  narrated,  illustrated, 
or  corrected,  are  the  folloiuino- : 


ll'il.crt  Amadas,  blaster  of  the  Mint,  1526. 

Piiliard  Coote,  Earl  of  Bellamont,  Gov.  of  New  York 

ir,9G. 
Sir  Robert  Bell,  Lord  Chief  Baron,  1577. 
Sir  Hugh  Bryce,  Lord  Mayor,  1485. 
Sir  Thomas  Billing,  Lord  Chief  Justice,  14G9-81. 
William  Bromley,  Speaker,  1710. 
John  Bury,  translator  of  Isocrates,  1571. 
Mountjoy  Blount,  Earl  of  Newport,  1628-66. 
Alice  Boleyne,  Lady  Clere,  1507. 
Joseph  Caryll,  Presbyterian  Divine,  1652. 
Tliomas  Cranmer,  Ai'chbishop  of  Canterbury. 
John  Churchill,  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
Andrew  Card,  Solicitor-General  of  Queen  Catherine. 
Sir  John  Clobury  of  Winchester,  1687. 
Sir  AViUiam  Chapman,  Bart.,  South  Sea  Director,  1721. 
Sir  John  Chapman,  Lord  Mayor,  1688. 
George  Cranmer,  Hooker's  favourite  pupil,  1599. 
Sir  Cresar  Cranmer,  Ei^uerry  of  Queen  Mary  II.,  1640- 

Sir  William  Cranmer,  Governor  of  the  jMerohant  Ad- 
venturers, 1691. 

Sir  Henry  Chester,  K.B.,  1660. 

Sir  William  Chester,  Lord  Mayor,  1560. 

John  Cokayne,  Lord  Chief  Baron,  1399-1429. 

Sir  Humphrey  Coningsby,  Judge,  1510-35. 

Thomas  Chester,  Bishop  of  Elphin,  1580-4. 

Sir  Ambrose  Cave,  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancas- 
ter, 1558. 


William  Coningsby,  Judge,  1540. 

Sir  George  Croke,  Judge,  1624-42. 

Dr.  Cradock,  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  1772-78. 

WiUiam  Dillingham,  Master   of  Emmanuel  Colleffe, 
1660. 

Thomas,  Lord  Darcy,  beheaded  1538. 

Stephen  Egerton,  Puritan  preacher,  1622. 

Charles  Eyre,  Equerry  of  Prince  George  of  Denmark, 
1706. 

Sir  John  Fitz-James,  Lord  Chief  Justice,  1526-39. 

Charles  Pitzroy,  Duke  of  Southampton  and  Cleveland, 
1674-1730. 

Sir  Simon  Fell)rigg,  K.G.,  Standard-bearer  of  England, 

1442. 
Eobert  Gernon,  Domesday  Baron,  1087. 
Stephen  Goffe,  the  Oratorian,  1666. 
Sir  Thomas  Gardiner,  Solicitor-General  of  Charles  I 

1643. 
Sir  Jolm  Gernon,  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland,  1338. 
Sir  John  Hawkwood,  the  Condottiere,  1360-94. 
John  Hampden,  the  Patriot,  1595-1643. 
Sir  William  Hewett,  Lord  Mayor,  1559. 
Edward,  Lord  Howard  of  Escrick,  1628-75. 
Sir  Justinian  Lowyn,  Master  in  Chancery,  1660. 
Edward  Lowe,  the  Musician,  1632-82. 
Sir  Eichard  Lane,  Lord  Keeper  of  Charles  I. 
Erancis  Leigh,  Earl  of  Chichester,  1644-53. 
Sir  William  Methold,  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland,  1617. 


Edward,  Lord  Montaciite,  1342-Gl. 

Nicliolas  Morton,  the  Pope's  Penitentiary,  1569. 

Sii'  Jolai  Milbourne,  Lord  Mayor  1521,  and  Founder  of 

the  Drapers'  Almshouses. 
Captain  Jolin  Mason,  Founder  of  tlie  State  of  New 

Hampshire,  1035. 
Sir  Thomas  Nevill,  Secretary  of  State  to  Henry  VIII. 
.Tolm  Nanfan,  Governor  of  New  Yorlc,  1701. 
Dr.  Nalson,  the  Historian,  1G80. 
Thomas  Norton,  M.P.,  author  of  Gorhodiie,  1532-1584. 
John  Newdegate  of  Harefield,  1592. 
John  de  Oftbrd,  Archbishop  Elect  of  Canterbury,  1349. 
Major  Oneby,  the  Duellist,  1727. 
Sir  Edward  Osborne,  Lord  Mayor,  1583. 

Thomas  Pointz  of  Antwerp,  the  friend  of  Tyndale  the 

Eeformer,  153G. 
Sir  John  Peyton,  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  1597  and 

Governor  of  Jersey  1604-30. 
Sir  Edward  Peyton,  Puritan  pamphleteer,  1652. 
Endymion  Porter,  Poet  and  Courtier,  1649. 
"William  Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham. 

Thomas,  8th  Earl  of  Pembroke,Viceroy  of  Ireland,  1683. 
Henry  Parry,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  1610-10. 
Sir  Edward  Pyngley,  Marshal  of  Calais,  1532-41. 
William  Uylvy,  the  Herald,  1641. 
William  llyley,  Keeper  of  the  Eecords,  1675. 
Sir  Philip  liy'ley,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  1728. 
Henry  Eands,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  1547-61. 
Sir  William  Eoohe,  Lord  Mayor,  1540. 
Eichard  Eogers,  Suffragan-Bishop  of  Dover,  1568-97. 
Samuel  Eoper,  the  Antiquary,  1634. 
Dr.  John  Spencer,  President  of  Corpus  and  Editor  of 

Hooker,  1614. 
Sir  Edward  Saunders,  Lord  Chief  Justice,  1557. 
Lawrence  Saunders,  the  Martyr,  1554. 
John  Strype,  the  Historian. 
'Silver-tongued'  Hem-y  Smith,  the  Preacher,  1582. 


Elizabeth  Shii'ley,  one  of  the  Founders  of  St.  Monica 

at  Louvain,  1609. 
Eobcrt  de  Ufford,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  E.G.,  1337-09. 
William  de  Ufford,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  E.G.,  1309-82. 
Henry  Stubbs,  Physician  and  Author,  1660. 
Frances  Stuart,  Countess  of  Portland,  1032-94. 
Sir  Lawrence  Tanfield,  Lord  Chief  Baron,  1007-24. 
John  Toller,  Serjeant-at-Law,  1730. 
Nathaniel  Tomk'ins,  '  of  Waller's  Plot,'  1643. 
Sir  Benjamin  Thoroughgood,  Sheriff  of  London,  1685. 
Sir  John  Tyndall,  Master  in  Chancery,  1598-1616. 
Dr.  Humphrey  Tyndall,  Dean  of  Ely,  1591-1614. 
Matthew  Tinclal,  the  Freethinker. 
Nicholas  Tindal,  translator  of  Eapin. 
Ealph  de  Ufford,  Viceroy  of  L-eland,  1346. 
Sir  George  ViUiers,  Bart.,  of  Brooksby. 
George  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  K.G. 
John  Wintlirop,  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  1029. 
Sir  John  Wollaston,  Lord  IVIayor,  1044. 
William  WoUaston,  author  oiSeligion  of  Nature,  1720. 
Lieut.-General   Sir  John  Waters,   K.C.B.,  Adjutant- 
General  at  Waterloo,  1774-1842. 
Eichard  Weston,  Judge,  1559-72. 
Eichard  Weston,  Earl  of  Portland  and  Lord  Higii  Trea- 
surer, 1028. 

Jerome  Weston,  Earl  of  Portland,  E.G.,  1634-63. 

Charles  Weston,  Earl  of  Portland,  1663-5. 

Thomas  Wood,  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  1671-92. 

Edmund  Waller,  the  Poet,  1G05-1G87.  _ 

Sir  Henry  Wood,  Bart.,  Treasurer  of  Queen  Henrietta 
Maria,  1597-1671. 

Nathaniel  Wyche,  President  of  India,  1659. 

Isaac  Walton,  author  of  the  Complete  Angler,  1020- 
1683. 

Christopher  Wandesford,  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  1640. 

John  Williams,  author  of  Balaccm's  Ass,  1619. 

Mary  Wood,  Duchess  of  Southampton,  1664-1080. 

General  Edmund  Waters,  C.B.,  1783-1860. 


To  Messrs.  ROBSON  &  SONS,  Printers,  1 

30  PANCRAS  ROAD,   LONDON,   N.W.  I 

Please   to    send    me   a   copy   of   The    Genealogical    Memoirs    of  } 
THE  Chesters  of  Chicheley,  at  the  Price  of  Six  Guineas.  i 
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Notices  from  some  leailiug  Reviei^'s  of  the 

GENEALOGICAL     MEMOIRS 

dErlJnct  /amid) 
CHESTER     OF     CHICHELEY, 
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THE  ACADEMY, 
June  21,  1S70. 
It.  would  be  impossible  within  tbe  compass  of  a  single 
iivli.Io  to  deal  fairly  with  these  volumes— impossible  to 
'ji\i'  any  adequate  idea  of  the  immense  field  of  research 
,,\M-  which  their  author  has  travelled  ;  or  of  the  extraor- 
ilinaiy  minuteness  of  his  investigations  ;  or  of  the  patience, 
-auurity,  and  indomitable  energy  he  has  displayed;  or  of 
tU.:  many  curious  and  suggestive  results  he  has  arrived  at. 
As  I'ur  the  Chesters  themselves,  the  reader  wiU  care  but 
httle  fur  them ;  they  serve  as  the  text  to  a  sermon  which 
has  at  times  almost  as  little  to  do  with  them  as  many 
other  sermons  have  to  do  with  their  texts.  Even  Mr. 
Waters,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  cannot  make  much  of  the 
bearers  of  a  name  which  he  dehghteth  to  honour.  But  as 
we  are  led  on  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  all  the  collateral 
branches  and  wander  into  the  mazes  which  the  author 
helps  us  to  thread,  we  are  tempted  to  believe— and  can 
hardly  resist  the  temptation— that  a  family  which  furnishes 
an  excuse  for  gathering  together  all  this  fascinating  as- 
semblage of  recondite  lore  must  have  been  a  race  of  giants. 
Genealogists  are  to  history  what  mieroscopists  are  to  jjlij-- 
sical  science.  For  the  most  part  they  are  only  genealogists, 
and  when  they  are  so  they  are  a  dreary  lot.  A  pedigree 
in  its  nakedness  is  a  gaunt  and  forbidding  skeleton,  and  if 
the  construction  of  one  of  those  terrible  schemes  yclept  a 
'  family  tree'  be  all  that  a  Dryasdust  aims  at  elaborating, 
he  is  doing  no  more  than  setting  up  a  withered  hortiis 
siccus  for  credulous  simpletons  to  stare  at.  It  is  rarely 
safe  to  do  more. 

Mr.  Waters  is  a  very  different  person  fi-om  the  ordinary 
pedigree-maker;  in  his  view  a  man  is  sometlung  very 
much  more  than  a  name.  He  counts  it  his  duty  to  spare 
no  pains  in  attempting  to  find  out  what  each  unit  in  the 
long  series  he  is  concerned  with  was  made  of ;  what  he 
con'tributed  to  the  stock  upon  which  he  was  gi-afted ;  what 
he  derived  from  those  from  whom  he  was  sprung.  But  he 
is  impatient  of  fiction,  and  a  very  severe  critic  of  other 


men's  work.  The  fables  of  heralds  and  antiquaries,  falsely 
so  called,  he  cannot  away  with ;  the  blunders  of  pretenders 
he  remorselessly  exposes.  In  the  undeniable  facts  of  his- 
tory he  finds  and  lays  before  us  aU  that  is  most  startlmg 
and  pathetic  m  romance.  It  may  seem  incredible  to  most 
readers  that  in  a  book  which  contains  extracts  from  some 
two  hundi-ed  parish  registers  and  abstracts  of  nearly  four 
hundi-ed  wills  there  should  be  a  fund  of  anecdote  and  a 
wealth  of  illustration  wliich  makes  it  difficult  to  leave  off 
reading  when  one  begins  to  tm-n  over  the  pages. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  charms  of  the  book  consists  in  its 
fearless  censure  of  all  bad  work  and  bad  workmen.  We  all 
have  a  prurient  Kking  to  see  our  fellow-creatures  '  shown 
up,'  and  the  operation  is  performed  in  these  volumes  in  a 
very  trenchant  manner.  '  The  birth  and  character  of  Cliiof 
Justice  Bilhng  .  .  .  have  been  assailed  by  Lord  Campbell 
with  reckless  animosity ;'  then  woe  to  Lord  Campbell,  for 
he  comes  under  Ih:  Waters'  lash,  and  by  the  time  he  has 
done  with  his  victim  he  is  as  effectually  demolished,  extin- 
guished, and  exposed  as  his  best  fi'iends- who  are  said  to 
find  pleasure  in  that  kind  of  process— could  desire. 

Mr.  Shirley,  '  a  genealogical  writer  of  considerable  pre- 
tensions,' unluckily  bungles  in  his  account  of  the  Lovetts 
of  Astwell,  a  family  that  somehow  or  other  gets  di-agged 
into  tliis  Chester  vortex.  Mr.  Waters  comes  to  the  rescue, 
and,  merciless  foe  to  inaccuracy,  he  tats  at  Mr.  Sliirley, 
and  leaves  him  rolling  in  the  dust.  Burke,  in  liis  History 
of  the  Commom-rs,  adopts  an  apocryphal  pedigree  of  the 
Ellis's  of  liiddall :  forthwith  tliis  knight-errant  of  genealogy 
is  upon  him,  and  the  '  untrustworthy  character'  of  the 
document  m  question  is  not  only  exposed,  but  its  falsity  is 
conclusively  demonstrated.  With  Mr.  Waters  there  are 
some  crimes  that  may  be  venial,  but  no  errors  are  to  be 
forgiven :  a  genealogist  who  is  tolerant  of  inaccuracy  ap- 
pears to  liim  a  monster. 

And  yet,  as  I  have  said,  the  book  is  full  to  overflowing 
of  the  most  ciu-ious  stories,  sometimes  very  tragic,  some- 
times gi'otesque  in  the  extreme.  What  an  affecting  sketch 
is  that  of  Thomas  Poyntz,  the  Keformcr !    Poyntz,  it  ap- 


[  ^'  ] 


pears,  lived  at  Antwerp,  \\liero  lie  was  making  money,  and 
showing  hospitality ;  but  Ids  leanings  were  all  to  one  side— 
tlie  Gospellers  were  his  delight.  His  wife  was  one  with 
him,  and  it  seems  that  she  kept  an  alms-box  in  a  con- 
spirnnn.  pnrt  of  tho  1io„.,mv,-m1,1v  f  ,r  visilnrs  to  drop 
thrir,,,niril.i,ii..n  \uV.  r..rtl„.  r,  li.  r  ,  .f  ,  I,.  ,.,.,■.  r„fed  and 
0]'l"''  "i  "I  I.  l:nMiii,,|  l;ii„|  .  TMHl.ilr.  t]u-  Ir.iuslator 
ot  [he  Nm  Tclaiia-iil,.  \v,i^  a  ]n.r,vin  Iriuud  ut  i'oyntz,  who 
entertained  liim  for  long  in  his  house ;  and  when  poor 
Tyndale  crossed  the  Channel,  and  was  caught  and  flung 
into  prison,  it  seems  that  Poyntz,  growing  anxious,  took 
ship,  and  bravely  went  to  the  help  of  his  friend,  if  haply  he 
might  save  him  from  Ids  fate.  Of  course  Poyntz  failed, 
as  we  all  know,  but  we  did  not  know  how  narrowly  he 
liimseLf  escaped  the  fate  which  Tyndale  met  with  on  the 
scaflbld. 

Again,  what  a  curious  picture  of  the  difficulties  that 
young  lovers  in  the  sixteenth  century  had  to  contend  with 
do  we  get  in  the  story  of  the  poet  Waller's  wooing  and 
marriage !  The  Court  of  Aldermen  and  the  Lord  JIayor 
v.cre  against  Mm,  for  his  wife,  Anne  Bankes,  was  '  an 
orphan  of  the  City,'  and  an  heiress,  and  it  hurt  the  dignity 
of  the  City  magnates  that  '  Mr.  Waller  hath  diverse  tymes 
attempted  to  visit  her,  much  ymportuning  to  know  by  what 
order  she  should  be  kept  from  sight  of  him.'  It  was  all 
in  vain ;  the  lovers  were  too  much  for  the  City  folks,  and 
were  married  comfortably  enough  in  the  end. 

But  more  curious  still,  what  a  notion  we  gain  of  the 
amazing  condition  of  our  prisons  in  Queen  Elizabeth's 
time  when  we  find  that  Wisbeach  Castle,  which  was  the 
great  place  of  detention  for  Pioman  Catholic  priests,  had 
actually  become  at  the  end  of  her  reign  '  a  seminary  for 
corrupt  youths,'  wliere  the  sous  of  the  Catholic  malcontent 
gentry  received  their  education  at  the  hands  of  the  incar- 
cerated ■  Mass  Priests' ! 

That  violent  contrasts  in  conduct  and  opinions  are  to 
bo  met  with  in  that  picturesque  period  when  England  was 
divided  into  the  two  camps  of  passionate  antagonists — the 
one  the  representatives  of  Geneva,  the  other  of  Rome— is 
known  to  all  who  have  carefully  studied  our  annals.  But 
there  are  few  more  strildng  instances  than  is  afforded  by 
the  case  of  Laiu-ence  Saunders,  who  was  burnt  at  Coventry 
as  a  I'rotestant  under  Queen  Mary ;  while  liis  brother— a 
zealous  partisan  of  that  Queen,  appointed  by  her  Chief 
Justice  of  England,  and  knighted  by  King  Philip— was 
removed  from  Iris  office  by  Queen  Ehzabeth  for  his  attach- 
ment to  the  Roman  faith  and  ritual. 

How  few  there  are  nowadays  who  even  know  the  name 
of  Henry  Smith!— 'the  Chrysostom  of  England,'  as  he 
was  called :  the  man  whose  sermons  Fuller  published  and, 
as  we  should  now  call  it,  '  edited'  more  than  sixty  years 
after  Ids  death.  He  died  at  thirty-one,  and,  for  all  that 
appears,  unmarried ;  but,  young  though  he  was,  ho  preached 
a  telling  sermon  once  on  the  dutij  of  mothers  sucldmj  their 
own  children,  and  he  preached  so  well  that  'many  persons 
of  honour  and  worslrip,  ladies  and  great  gentlewomen, 
forthwith  recalled  theii'  chiltU-en  home  in  order  to  suckle 
them  themselves.' 


Quaint  stories  Uke  this  swarm  in  these  volumes,  and 
give  a  life  and  interest  to  the  book,  and  make  it  stand 
alone  as  a  unique  example  of  -ndiat  a  man  of  genius  and 
scholarly  training  can  do  with  a  subject  hitherto  believed 
to  be  essentially  vapid  and  barren.  It  is  the  merit  of  Mr. 
Waters'  volumes  that  they  never  let  us  feel  that  we  are 
dealing  Ti-ith  mere  names  :  his  people  arc  ahve,  or  at  any 
rate  wo  are  carried  back  to  the  times  when  they  were 
living.  The  author  has  that  rare  gift  of  historical  imagina- 
tion which  enables  him  to  sympatliise  with  the  past,  and 
so  to  present  us  with  vivid  sketches  of  a  state  of  things 
which  has  gone  for  ever.  Perhaps  it  can  be  said  of  no 
book  in  the  language,  extending  over  eight  hundred  quarto 
pages,  and  reviewing  more  or  less  carefully  the  hves  of 
some  thousands  of  people,  some  of  whom  played  a  very 
inconsiderable  part  in  their  day— a  book,  too,  which  does 
not  even  profess  to  be  more  than  Genealogical  Memoirs  of 
an  extinct  family  of  English  gentry  of  the  second  rank — 
that  it  is  not  only  a  readable  book,  but  an  eminently  enter- 
taining one,  and  that  it  deseiTcs  to  take  rank  as  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  domestic  history  of  England.  We  have 
nothing  like  it  on  our  side  of  the  Channel,  and  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  even  the  old  French  genealogists  ever 
produced  a  work  at  once  so  careful  and  so  exliaustive. 

As  I  said  at  starting,  it  would  be  impossible  to  give 
any  one  a  due  idea  of  the  wealth  of  materials  worked  up 
in  these  volumes.  The  account  of  the  Cranmer  family  is 
in  itself  a  monograph  of  great  value  ;  the  chapters  on  the 
Tyndales  of  Hockwold  and  INIaplestead,  with  the  episode 
of  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  would  make  a 
representative  volume.  When  one  reads  all  that  Blr. 
Waters  has  got  together  about  WiUiam  Ryley— father  and 
son — Keepers  of  the  Records,  and  preeminent  for  anti- 
quarian and  heraldic  lore,  one  wonders  whether  in  some 
mysterious  way  the  same  gifts  which  distinguished  those 
indefatigable  scholars  may  not  have  been  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Waters  himself  by  a  freak  of  heredcitij.  He  himself 
has  pointed  out  in  a  very  strildng  passage  the  strong 
family  lilceness  in  the  characters  of  John,  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, and  William  Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham ;  but  it  is  not 
a  little  startling  to  be  told  that  that  similarity  is  to  be 
traced  in  their  common  likeness  to  George  ViUiers,  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  and  that  the  two  former  statesmen  had 
ViUiers  blood  in  their  veins.  Siu'prises  Uke  tliis  give  a 
new  charm  to  historical  research.  If  we  will  but  keep  our 
eyes  open  there  is  no  lack  of  discoveries  which  stiU  remain 
for  the  student  of  history  who  is  not  afraid  of  independent 
inquiry. 

Augustus  Jessopp. 


ORMEROD'S  HISTORY  OF  CHESHIRE, 

Eilited  by  T.  Helsby,  1880,  vol.  ii.  p.  728. 
Note  to  the  pedi(/rec  of  BoteJer : 
Memoirs  of  the  Chesters  of  Chichelcy,  by  R.  E.  Chester 
Waters. — A  very  accurate,  able,    and   interesting   work, 
dcaUug  with  a  vast  variety  of  facts  in  a  small  compass. 


'J'wo  cliapters  of  tlieso  Memoirs  wore  separately  printea  in  July  1877  for  the  use  of  those  wlio  are  specially 
interested  in  the  families  of  Ckanjier  ami  Wood.  They  are  a  fair  specimen  of  the  whole  book  ;  and  although 
the  number  of  copies  was  too  small  to  be  widely  circulated,  they  were  noticed  in  some  of  the  leading  Eeviews, 
as  below  : 

THE  SATURDAY  REVIEW, 
Aiiijust  -io,  1S77. 

\\a  have  heard  of  a  genealogist  so  enthusiastic  that  ho 
]:ini.  iitcd  the  hard  fate  of  our  forefather  Adam,  who  could 
11-1  iHjssibly  have  entertained  himself  with  that  study.  .  .  . 

I  r  genealogy  is  to  be  studied  at  all,  it  certainly  cannot 
li-  luilied  more  thoroughly  than  it  is  done  by  Mr.  Waters. 
1  Kio  ^^•e  have  two  chapters  printed  in  advance,  as  part  of 
a  luiger  work  which  is  to  come.  Cranmer  and  Wood  come 
in  merely  as  parts  of  a  much  larger  scheme,  'a  large  uu- 
l'mi^lled  work  which  comprises  the  history  of  a  multitude 
u{  l,iiiiilir>.  and  is  entitled  Gcncnloijicid  Memoirs  of  the 
l-:.,ini'i  I', I  mil  If  of  Chester  of  Chichcleij, their  Ancestors  ami 
J'.snol.iiiis:  Now  of  course  we  had  heard  of  Cranmer, 
iin.l.  alter  a  little  thought,  we  found  that  we  had  heard  of 
^\■no^l :  but,  frightful  as  it  may  soimd  in  genealogical  ears, 
^^v  ir.ust  confess  that  we  had  never  heard  of  Chester  of 

I  liirliulcy.  That  is  to  say,  we  could  not  call  up  any  dis- 
lii;-t  remembrance  of  having  heard  or  read  of  anybody  of 
ili:ii  name.  Yet  the  chances  are  that  before  long,  in  a 
r.  ailing  of  something  new,  or  in  a  readmg  again  of  some- 
tin  n-  old,  we  .shall  find  the  name  of  Chester  of  Chicheley 
si  I  ling  us  in  the  face.  In  reading  the  account  of  any 
transaction,  there  are  sure  to  be  a  mass  of  names  which 
air  passed  by  at  the  time  as  convej'ing  no  particular  mean- 
ing.    We  then  hght  upon  sometliing  which  gives  the  name 

II  iinMuing,  and  the  next  time  we  come  across  it  it  seems 
lU.r  the  name  of  an  old  friend.  As  yet,  all  we  know  of 
Clirxter  of  Chicheley  is  that  he  has  somehow  something 
tn  (1,1  with  Archbishop  Cranmer  and  with  Bishop  Wood. 
^\\wn  we  next  meet  his  name  it  will  doubtless  strike  us, 
iind  we  shall  find  out  whether  he— by  Mie'  of  course  we 
iiiran  the  personified  ;/('»»■— did  anything  to  make  himself 
iviurmbered  on  his  own  account.     As  it  is,  we  only  mark 

I  la  way  in  which  local  names  travel  about  and  get  settled 
at  jilaees  far  away  from  those  from  which  they  were  first 
lakrii.  Here  is  Chester  living  at  CMcheley,  a  fact  which 
Inings  more  clearly  home  to  us,  what  wo  might  have 
the  night  for  ourselves,  that  there  must  be  a  place  Chicheley 
somewhere.  But  Archbishop  Clucheley,  who  bears  the  name 
of  tliat  place,  was  by  all  accounts  born  at  Higham  Ferrers. 

:\rr.  Waters  earnestly  pleads  for  a  distinction  between 
-rih  alogy  and  pedigree-maldng,  and  we  fully  admit  the 
(li^iinction  ;  that  is  to  say,  j\Ir.  AVators  does  not  put  down 

II  Mii-le  stage  in  any  descent  unless  he  has  proved,  often 
\Mili  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  that  it  has  a  real  right  to  be 
llioiv.  Sir  Bernard  Burke,  on  the  other  hand,  puts  down 
un\  thing  that  he  is  told,  trae  or  false,  possible  or  impos- 
sihle  ;  that  is  to  say,  there  is  the  same  diiferencc  between 
Mr.  Waters  and  Sir  Bernard  Burke  that  there  is  between 
any  two  other  men  in  any  other  piu'suit,  one  of  whom  is 
careful  about  facts,  while  tlie  other  is  not.   But  the  pttrsuit, 


or  professed  pursuit,  is  the  same  in  both  cases.  Both  Mr. 
Waters  and  Sh-  Bernard  Burke  draw  up  pedigrees.  The  dis- 
tinction between  genealogy  and  pedigree-maldng  is  not  a  (Uf- 
ference  of  subject,  but  a  difference  in  the  way  of  treating  the 
subject.  It  is  like  any  other  form  of  the  great  distinction 
between  accuracy  and  inaccuracy.  We  can  quite  under- 
stand that  a  genealogist  must  be  anxious  not  to  be  mistaken 
for  a  pedigree-maker ;  that  IMr.  Waters  must  be  anxious  not 
to  be  mistaken  for  Sir  Bernard  Burke.  But  this  does  not 
touch  the  question  as  to  the  value  of  genealogy  as  a  study. 
If  two  men  sit  down  to  chronicle  grandmothers,  there  is  a 
wide  difference  between  the  man  who  chronicles  the  right 
grandmothers  and  the  one  who  chronicles  the  wrong  ones. 
But  this  leaves  quite  untouched  the  question  whether  it  is 
worth  any  man's  wlule  to  trouble  himself  to  chronicle 
grandmothers  at  all. 

When  we  turn  over  Mr.  Waters'  pages  we  are  inclined 
to  say  on  the  whole  that  it  is;  that  is,  the  man  who 
chronicles  grandmothers  in  an  intelligent  way  has  his 
place  in  the  economy  of  things.  We  may  wonder  at  the 
taste  which  leads  any  man  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  time 
in  tracing  out  the  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  of  a  crowd 
of  people  who  in  themselves  do  not  matter  at  aU.  But  we 
are  inclined  to  say  that  his  time  is  not  wasted,  because,  in 
searching  out  the  history  of  the  people  who  do  not  matter, 
he  ever  and  anon  ahghts  on  things  which  illustrate  the 
history  of  people  who  do  matter.  Most  of  the  people 
whose  names  Mr.  Waters  has  brought  together  are  in 
themselves  absolutely  unimportant ;  but  several  of  them 
are  far  otherwise,  and  the  investigation  of  both  classes  is 
a  single  process;  the  important  facts  cannot  be  got  at 
without  wading  through  the  unimportant  facts.  We  come 
to  the  end  of  Mr.  Waters'  book  with  the  distinct  feeling 
that  we  Imow  more  of  the  history  of  the  sixteenth  and  of 
the  seventeenth  centuries  than  we  knew  before  we  read  it. 
His  time  then,  we  hold,  has  not  been  thrown  away. 

The  persons  who  are  treated  of  in  this  volume  gather 
around  two  chief  persons  of  widely  difi'erent  fame— Thomas 
Cranmer  and  Thomas  Wood.  .  .  . 

IMr.  Waters  of  course  does  not  go  through  the  whole 
life  of  Archbishop  Cranmer;  but  he  brmgs  out  a  gi-eat 
many  things  illnstratmg  his  hfe  and  character,  as  well  aa 
those  of  the  persons  immechately  connected  with  bun. 
Edmund  the  Archdeacon,  brother  of  the  Archbishop  and 
father-in-law  of  Norton,  was  put  into  the  archdeaconry  by 
his  brother  in  a  way  for  which  there  seemed  to  have  been 
precedents,  but  which  was  surely  scandalous  in  itself. 
Archbishop  Warham  had  given  the  place  to  a  nephew,  who 
was  not  in  holy  orders.  He  was  made  to  resign  on  receiv- 
ing a  pension  from  the  new  incumbent.  The  descendants 
of  Edmund  go  on  at  some  length,  and  in  one  case  Mr. 
Waters  has  certainly  shown  marvellous  sldU  in  putting 
this  and  that  together  to  make  out  the  descent.     Of  higher 


historic  interest  arc  Cramner's  arcliiepiscopal  seals.  Up 
to  1538  tliey  contain,  liko  tliose  of  Ms  predecessors,  the 
representation  of  the  niartyrclom  of  the  earher  Thomas. 
After  that  year  tliis  is  excliangecl  for  scriptural  suhjccts. 

In  the  second  part  of  the  volume,  wliicli  is  devoted  to 
the  family  of  Wood,  a  good  deal  comes  out  which  illus- 
trates the  court  and  reign  of  Charles  II.  Thus  there  was 
a  certain  Sir  Henry  Wood,  whose  daughter  was  married 
to  Charles,  Earl  (and  afterwards  Duke)  of  Southampton, 
one  of  the  sons  of  Charles  II.  by  the  Duchess  of  Cleve- 
land. Both  were  quite  children,  and,  though  the  marriage 
had  been  negotiated  before  Sir  Henry  Wood  died,  it  was 
in  the  end  actually  carried  out  by  something  like  Iddnap- 
ping  on  the  part  of  Duchess  Barbara.  This  brings  us  to 
the  chief  personage  in  the  second  part,  Thomas  Wood,  first 
Dean  of  Lichfield,  and  afterwards  Bishop  of  that  see,  who 
was  the  guardian  of  his  niece  IMaiy,  but  did  not  venture  to 
do  anytliing,  because  'a  vacant  bishopric  was  dangUng 
before  his  ej'es,  and  he  had  no  idea  of  sacrificing  his  pros- 
pects for  the  protection  of  his  niece.'  The  doings  of  this 
Bishop  Wood  are  given  at  length.  .  .  . 

In  one  point  Jlr.  Waters  corrects  a  slip  of  Lord 
Macaulay,  which  he  seems  to  take  great  pleasure  in  doing. 
A\nien  we  once  come  to  the  reckoning  of  gi-andmothers, 
everybody  is  found  to  be  of  kin  to  everybody,  and  we 
gradually  come  to  a  certain  Elizabeth  Webb,  who  was 
wife  of  Sir  John  Chapman,  Lord  Mayor  of  London — no 
other  than  the  Lord  Mayor  who  was  so  frightened  when 
Jeffries  was  brought  before  liim.  Macaiilay  says  that  the 
IMayor  was  '  a  simple  man,  who  passed  his  whole  life  in 
obscurity,  and  was  bewildered  by  finding  himself  an  im- 
portant actor  in  a  mighty  revolution.'  That  he  was  be- 
wildered there  is  no  doubt ;  but  he  certainly  had  not  passed 
his  whole  life  in  obscurity.     Tilr.  Waters  comments : 

'His  narrative  is  characteristic  of  Macaulay;  for  by  omitting  to 
mention  the  name  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  whom  he  is  branding  with  con- 
tempt, he  keeps  out  of  sight  the  fact  that,  so  far  from  being  a  simple 


man  miversed  in  public  affairs,  he  had  just  been  elected  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  expressly  on  account  of  his  political  experience  and  his 
courageous  resistance  in  the  precedmg  year  to  all  the  pressure  of  lln^ 
Court  and  threats  of  the  King's  displeasure.  He  was  one  of  the  six 
Aldermen  of  London  who  were  displaced  in  1G87  for  opposing  the 
address  in  favour  of  the  declaration  of  indulgence.' 


rUBLIC   OPINION, 


Mr.  Waters'  book  is  a  monument  of  patient  ingenuity. 
We  understand  it  forms  part  of  a  larger  one,  which  is  en- 
titled Oenealogwal  Memoirs  of  the  Extinct  Fnmihj  of  Chest,'!- 
of  Cldcheley,  their  Ancestors  and  Descendants.  Genealogy 
is  so  often  confused  with  pedigree-making,  that  people  ar.; 
apt  to  forget  that  it  is  a  necessary  element  in  liistory  and 
biography,  to  wliich  it  is  a, help  or  a  liindrance,  accordin-' 
as  the  laws  of  historical  evidence  are  obsei-ved  or  violated. 
The  author  only  prints  an  extremely  limited  impression  v[ 
his  work,  on  which  we  have  merely  to  say  that  it  is  :i 
model  of  what  the  genealogical  liistory  should  be  even  uf 
Archbishop  Cranmer  of  Aslacton.  The  primary  arms  of 
the  Cranmer  (or  Craumere)  family  appear  to  have  been  ;i 
chevron  between  three  cranes,  being  a  canting  allusion  to 
the  lake  or  mere  abounding  with  cranes,  from  which  the 
family  name  was  taken.  Copies  of  the  original  seals  of 
Cranmer  are  given,  which  show  that  in  1530,  when  the  Six 
Articles,  in  their  fuU  vigour,  were  the  law  of  the  land,  the 
Archbishop  changed  the  three  cranes  of  his  paternal  coat 
of  arms  for  as  many  pelicans  '  in  their  piety,'  to  signify  his 
readiness  to  shed  his  blood  for  the  Gospel.  Tliis  change 
in  his  armorial  bearings  was  made  by  command  of  Henry 
VIII. ;  and  the  pelicans  are  conspicuous  on  the  frontis- 
piece of  the  Great  English  Bible,  wliich  was  published  in 
April  154(1.  The  whole  memoir  is  of  an  interesting  charac- 
ter to  students  of  English  history. 
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